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Proceedings .of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday 
the 26th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
iu the Chair, 8 Hon' hie Ministers and 202 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

% 

Supply of dietary materials and rations to Campbell Hospital. 

*232. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: (a) U the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware— 

\ 

'(t) that a contractor ffrrn styled Messrs. Mirjafar and Brothers 
has been placed in charge of supply of dietary materials 
and rations for the Campbell Medical School Hospital; 

(it) that one Bireswar Chakravartv is the owner and proprietor oi 
the firm; 9 
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(in) that there are many other firms in Calcutta having dealings 
at present with the Medical Department with assumed 
Muslim names; and 

(iv) that the owners and proprietors of those firms are non-Muslims P 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability — 

(i) of holding an enquiry into the matter; and 

(it) of ascertaining the numl>er of such cases in Calcutta? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) (i) Yes. 

o 

(ti) No; the owner and proprietor of the firm is reported to be one 
Mr. Golam Jabbar Sirdar. 

(; it) and (tv) I am not aware of any firms owned b\ non-Muslims 
but with assumed Muslim names having dealings with the Medical 
Department. 

\b) Does not arise. 


Withdrawal by the Red Cross Society of their annual grants to 
Berhampore Sadar Hospital. 

*233. Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department aware 
of the inspection reports of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
and the llon’ble Mr. Tamissuddin Khan, u Minister of the Government 
of Bengal, during their resjiective visits of the Beihampore Sadar 
Hospital in the year 1939? 

(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to tbe fact 
that the Red Cross Society have intimated their intention to discontinue 
their annual grants? 

(c) If so, what steps do the Government contemplate to redovate 
the annual revenues of the said hospital? 

(d) Have the Government been in communication with the Red 
Cross Society regarding the withdrawal of their annual grants to the 
said hospital? 

(*) If so,*how does the matter stand at present? 
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The Hon’ble Ntweb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoaai 

(a) Ye 8. * 

(b) No. It is understood that the letter written by the {ted Grow 
Society to the Berhampore Hospital was intended to convey the infor- 
mation that the ReS Cross Society might find it necessary, as a purely 
war time measure, to reduce the large annual grant which is now made 
to the hospital. 

(r) No action is necessary at present. If the giant is actually 
reduced, any representation that may be made for further assistance 
from Government will l>e given due consideration. 

id) No. 

(e) Does* not arise. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. A* the Ilon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin will not 
be able to come to the House to-day. the questions which are to be 
answered by him will stand over. 


Re-excavation of the Balchha river in Mymensingh. 

*235. Maulvi ABUL H08SAIN AHMED: (a) [s the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware that the Balchha river in {police-station Durgapur, 
Mymensingh, needs re-excavation? 

(b) If so, when and how was it brought to his notice? 

(c) Has any scheme been prepared for the same? 

(d) If so, when is it likely to mature? 


' MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sriechandra Nandy, of 
COesimbazer) S On receiving from the hon’ble member in 1938 a copy 
of a resolution passed at a meeting over which he presided, I had the 
proposal for the re-excavation of the river examined and was satisfied 
that it was not technically sound. The hon’ble member is aware that 
the possibility of excavating & feeder along a suitable alignment to 
the low area is being investigated. • 
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INiidiiM Catte employe* i In the Civil Courts of Burdwan district. 


*236. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: ( a \ Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the J udicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — % 

(t) the present number of clerks and menials belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes in the district of Burdwan; and 
(it) their respective qualifications? 

(b) Is it a fact that some menials belonging to the Scheduled 
Ohstes have been discharged recently? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) when were they discharged; and 
(ti) what arc their number? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department): («> (i) Clerks 3 and menials 

11 . 

(if) Clerks — 2 I.A.’s. and one matriculate. Menials — 3 matri- 
culates. 

(b) Served with notices of discharge as the staff will have to be 
reduced under the rules. 

(c) (i) They are likely to be discharged from the 1st April, 1940. 
(ii) Three temporary menials. 


Distribution of the grant of five lakhs for Scheduled Caste education. 

*237. BabU DEBENDRA NATH DAS: (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
how much out of the total grant for Scheduled Caste education has 
been allotted during the current year to the Burdwan Division, district 
by district, separably? 

(b) What proportion does it bear to the total provincial grant? ' 

(c) What is the total amount so far spent on scholarships granted 
to Scheduled Caste students of Burdwan and ’Birbhum districts reading 
in colleges and schools? 

(d) What are tie names of — 

(i) the recipients of scholarships; and 

(it) the colleges and schools where they read? 



194#.] QUESTIONS. 5 

(«) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the total amount so far spent in the shape of grant-in-aid to 
schools in the Burdwan and Birbhum districts for the benefit 
of the Scheduled Caste boys ; 

(«) the names of such schools; and 

(**i) the amount that has been granted to each of them? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hcm’ble Mr, A, K, Fazlul Huq)s {<i) and (A) No allotment has been 
made, district by district, out of the grant of 11s. 5 lakhs for Scheduled 
Caste education during the current year. 

<c) and •(d) The figures regarding the amounts so far spent on 
scholarships for Scheduled Caste students of the Burdwan and Birbhum 
districts are not readily available. 

No scholarships tenable at schools have been awarded out of the 
Rs. 5 lakhs grant. The particulars of scholarships at colleges are as 
follows : — 


District and scholarship holder. 

Amount. 

College at which tenable. 

Burdwan — 

Rs. 


1. Aswini Kumar Mondal 

10 

Will not prosecute studies and 
the scholarship will be 
reawarded. 

2. Gourhari Das 

10 

Asutosh College. 

3. Panchanan Das 

10 

Not vet joined any college but 
will join next session from 
which date the scholarship will 
be made tenable. 

Birbhum — 



4. Batakrishna Saha . . 

1 15 

Burdwan College. 

5. K&nai Lai Das # . . 

10 

City College. 


(e) Lump grants out of the allotment of Rs. 5 lakhs were given to 
Scheduled Caste secondary schools only. There are no such secondary 
schools in the districts of Burdwan and Birbhum and therefore no 
grant«in-aid was sanctioned for anv school in those districts. 
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PttMtetfiott in th# “Aitanda Bazar Patrika” of an artieio re garbling 
multiplication of maktabe. 

•238. * Rai HARENDRANATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he •pleased to state — 

(a) whether any order was served on the Editor of the Ananda 
Bazar Patrika in respect of certain observations made in a 
sentence of their leader of the 11th January, regarding the 
multiplication of maktabs and the circumstances compelling 
the Hindu students to read in maktabs; 

(ft) if so, what are the reasons for the issue of such an order; 

(c) whether it is a fact thut maktabs have been rapidly multiplied 

during the last two decades in Bengal and there are references 
to it in the report of the Ilartog Committee and* also in the 
reports and reviews by Education officers under the 
Government of India ; 

(d) the respective numbers by which — 4 

(1) non-denominational or general primary schools, and 

(2) maktabs 

increased in the province during (he last two decades; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that in reply to a question in this House 

the Hon’ble Chief Minister stated that for want of non- 
denominational or general primary schools Hindu students 
have to read in maktabs in certain areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

• ■ (b) The member is referred to the terms of the order itself, of which 

a copy is placed on the table. 


( c ) and (d) The figures are 

as follows: — 

Number of non- 



denominational 

Number of 


or general 
primary schools. 

maktabs. 

1919 

35,531 

11,120 

1939 

36,987 

«. 

18,851 

Increase 

« 

+ 1,456 

+ 7,731 


(e) Yes, but it does not follow that • such maktabs are surplus or 
unnecessary institutions and the order in question required particulars 
of specific instances of surplus maktabs. 
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Copy of the order referred to in the reply to rub-clause (b) of ttarred 
question No. 238. 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

# 

Home Department. 

Political {Press). 

ORDER No. 675P. 


Calcutta , the 1st February , 1940 . 

To Baiiu Satyendra Nath Mazumdar, Editor, Ananda 
Bazar Patrika Newspaper, 1, Burnt an Street, Calcutta. 

}Vhereas in its issue of the 11th January, 1940, the Ananda Bazar 
Patrika newspaper published the matter in Schedule I annexed hereto; 

And whereas the Provincial Government consider it expedient in 
the public interest to obtain certain information in respect of the said 
publication : 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the power conferred by sub-rule (i) of 
rule 1 10 of the Defence of India Rules, the Governor is hereby pleased 
to order that you Satyendra Xatli Mazumdar, the Editor of the said 
Ananda Bazar Patrika newspaper shall, within one week from the date 
of* service upon you of this order, furnish to the Additional Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Home Department, the particulars set 
forth in Schedule II annexed hereto; 

Schedule 7. 

In the article entitled “Mass-education” the following: — 

* * * * Due establish nient of u number of surplus 

maktahs Hindu students have, perforce, to read in maktabs. Con- 
sequently, they suffer from difficulties. 

Schedule II. 

Particulars of specific instances in which, as alleged, surplus 
maktabs have been established and Hindus have been compelled to 
study therein. 

By order of fche Governor, 

Sd. A. E. Porter, 

Additional Secretary to the Governv&nt of Bengal* 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether the increase in the number of 
primary schools has kept pace with the number of students in the 
primary schools? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The whole question of 
setting up of ordinary primary schools received a setback when we 
were considering the question of the establishment of schools under the 
Act. As for details, I have already called the conference which I 
promised the other day where all these matters might lie properly 
discussed. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the offence in the statement that 
was made in the Ananda Bazar Patrika which was as follows: — . 

•' «nf*CT« *«ni flaw 

atur flu avtra «wjw afar? w i ” 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I said on a previous . 
occasion, to a cerfain extent, the charge is correct; but as a general 
implication, it may lie objectionable. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHOUDHURI: In view of the reply the 
Hon’ble Minister has given just now, will be be pleased to take neees* 
sary steps to withdraw the order against the .4 nan da Bazar Patrika ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 may say, Sir, that as 
a matter of fact, it was not possible for the paper to give any specific 
instance, although the news was spread over the whole of the province. 
But I can give the assurance that this matter will not be pursued any 
further. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the observation which was made in the paper could 
not be considered to be an absolutely legitimate criticism on the part 
of a newspaper? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The point to which I took 
objection — I may refer to the English > translation — is this, “the 
establishment^ a number of surplus mortals." I do not admit that 
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these maktabs were surplus. It would imply that Government were 
deliberately setting up maktabs unnecessarily in order to cause an 
impediment to the Hindu boys reading in primary schools. 

Mr. 8ANT08H JCUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether this letter was sent for information which was 
asked for by the department concerned for the purpose of seeing that 
these grievances, if real, should not be allowed to continue? as 
that the reason ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ • Yes. That is the reason 
because we knew that the allegation that surplus maktabs were causing 
difficulties lo Hindu boys was not true. We wanted facts, and we 
knew that facts could not be given, and the charge would remain 
unsubstantiated. That was the reason. 

* Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased consider whether this notion on the part of Government 
might not convey the impression to the newspaper in question that 
Government would not encourage* any such representation of grievances 
of a public new.spa|>er? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think so. 

Grievances may be certainly discussed in newspapers, but when they 
contain an allegation that Government is pursuing a policy deliberate- 
ly of setting up surplus institutions in order to cause inconvenience 
to other communities, then that is a proposition which we must 
challenge. 

Rai* HARENDRANATH CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state if the facts revealed open to the interpreta- 
tion that the number of maktabs has l>een increased much more 
than 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHOUDHURI: Sir, the Hon ble Chief 
Minister alleges that the paper could not substantiate the charge. 
What I beg to submit is # that the development of maktabs and primary 
schools as disclosed by their respective numbers is capable of inter- 
pretation that the maktabs have increased more’ than the primary 
schools. 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 
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Fisheries settled by the East India Company. 

•5MO. Mr. DHANANJOY ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether there 
are existing at present any fisheries in Bengal, settfted by the East India 
Company P 

(b) If so, will the lion ’hie Miuister be pleased to state — 

(t) the names of those fisheries; 

(it) their respective tauzi numbers; 

(Hi) the terms of their settlement; 

( iv ) annual Government revenue; 

(v) the names of their owners; 

(vi) which of the fisheries in Bengal were settled at *lhe time of 

permanent settlement according to daul records of the 
Government and on what terms; 

(vii) which of the fisheries were settled by the Governnfent after 

the Permanent Settlement ; 

(viii) the names of those fisheries; 

(■ ix ) their respective touzi numbers; 

(4?) their terms of settlement ; 

(jri) annual Government revenue; and 
(xii) names of their owners? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any rent free fishery? 

(d) If so, where are they and what are their respective boundaries? 

(e) Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) which are the Government fisheries according to the Revenue 
Board’s circular No. 6 of 186 G; 

(it) what are their respective tauzi numbers; and 

(tit) what are the rents assessed respectively by the Government for 
those fisheries? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): Th£ trouble and expense of 
collecting this information would he incommensurate with its value 
and Government are therefore not prepared to incur it. 

Bibu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: In view of the answer given 
by the Hoii’bh* Minister* may I be permitted to ask the Hon’ble 
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Minister whether he has noticed that the existing fisheries in Bengal 
are going to be destroyed by the whimsical action and taxation of the 
zemindars taking settlement under the East India Company or 
Government ? 

§ 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I had 
occasion to state more than once on the floor of this House that the 
whole question was under investigation and Government had received 
an elaborate report from the Special Officer appointed to enquire into 
the problem and that report is being examined. 


Splitting up of the Muhammadan Marriage Registration office at 
% Jamalpur, Mymensingh. 

*241. Maulvi ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether it fs a fact — 

(t) that the Muhammadan Marriage Registrar’s office of Jamalpur 
in the district of Mymensingh is going to be split up into 
three offices; 

(it) that, the District Advisory Committee at its meeting held in 
July, 1939, recommended the establishment of two more 
offices at the thana headquarters of Mclanda and Madarganj 
in the same subdivision when the Jamalpur office is split up; 

(it i) that the said recommendation of the Advisory Committee has 
not been accepted ; and 

(iv) thtet the loeul authorities have recommended the establishment 
of one Kazi office at Nandina in the same thana of Jamal- 
pur instead of at Madarganj thana? 

( b ) Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware — 

(i) that the Unions of Madarganj thana are not well connected 
by any accessible means of communications either with 
Jamalpur headquarters or with Melanda thana headquarters; 
and 

(it) that Nandina is only 6 miles off from Jamalpur and is con- 
nected by railway, river and District Board Road com- 
munications? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister bo pleased to state the reason why tbe new office is going to 
be established at Nandina? * 
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(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of starting 
the Kazi office at Madarganj thana instead of at Nandina in the same 
thana of Jamalpur and mitigating the hardship of the public in matters 
of communications? 

The HOft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (ti) Yes. 

(a) (m), (iv), (b) (i), (•//), (c) and ( d ) The question of the jurisdic- 
tion and headquarters of the proposed new offices is under consideration. 
The Inspector-General of Registration discussed the matter with the 
District Registrar and others at Myrnensingh during his recent visit 
there. On the receipt of District Registrar’s further report the Inspec- 
tor-General will submit his recommendation for order> of Government. 
All relevant points on the subject will receive consideration before 
Government orders are passed. 

« 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that the District Anjunvui had also 
suggested the establishment of new offices at the thana headquarters 
before set ling up of any particular thana ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: R< •presentations have 
been received from the Anjumans and they have Wn sent to the 
Inspector-General of Registration and all representations will be 
considered when final orders are passed. 


Superintendent of the Royal Botanical Carden, Sibpur. 

*241 A. Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) whether the Superintendent, Royal Botanical Garden. Sibpur, 
was formerly an vf-officio — 

(1) Director of Botanical Survey of India; 

(2) Superintendent of Cinchona Cultivation; and 
(d) Scientific Adviser to the Government of India; 

(it) whether h is a fact that the present, incumbent is no longer 
required to perform the additional duties referred to in (i); 
(m) -what are the duties performed by the present incumbent of 
th? post ; 
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(iv) whether it is a fact that the staff employed in the Royal Bota- 
nical Garden, Sibpnr, consists of three gazetted officers; 

(v) what is the scale of pay of the Superintendent of the Royal 

Botanical Garden, Sihpur; and 

(vi) whether Government contemplate abolition of this post? 

MINISTER in chargt of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddm Khan): (/) The late 
Superintendent of the Royal Botanical Garden (Mr. C. C. Calder) 
carried on the duties of the Director of Botanical Survey of India and 
the Superintendent ot Cinchona Cultivation in addition to his own 
duties. He was not the Scientific Adviser to the Government of India. 

(u) He is now carrying on the function of the Director, Botanical 
Survey of India, only in so far as the supervision of the work of the 

systematic assistant is concerned. 

* • 

(in) The Superintendent of the Royal Botanical Garden has a two- 
fold function, viz., Botanical research ami administration of the 
Garden. He has Ihhui carrying on Botanical research of a high order 
and some of his works have been highly appreciated by distinguished 
authorities in the line. The administration of the Garden involves 
duties and responsibilities of an onerous character. Apart from the 
supervision of the works of the subordinate staff, the Superintendent 
has to see to the collection and rearing of the various s]H*cies of plant is, 
eto., which are very valuable from the standpoint of Botanical research 
and education. In fact, the Garden is tin* only one of its kind in 
India and next only to Kew Garden in London in point of importance. 

As stated above, the Superintendent has also been temporarily entrust- 
ed with ^he duties of the supervision of the work of the Systematic 
Assistant employed under the Botanical Survey of India pending •* 
permanent arrangement for the work of the Director, Botanical Survey 
of India. The Superintendent is also in administrative charge of the 
Eden Gardens, Curzon Bark and tin* Dalhousie Square in Calcutta, ami 
the Lloyd Botanical Garden at Darjeeling. 

(iv) The staff including the staff attached to (lie Calcutta Gardens 
ami the Lloyd Botanical Garden, Darjeeling, consists of f> gazetted 
officers including the Superintendent, besides a large subordinate staff 
consisting of Overseers, Herbarium Assistant, Artists, Store-keepers, 
SaDsers, Printers, etc., and a large menial staff required for the proper 
care and maintenance of the Garden. 

(r) The scale of the pay of the present incumbent of the post is 
Rs. 700 — 40 —t 900 — 50 — 1,050 which is personal to him. 

(vi) No. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which antwen were laid on the table) 

Membership of certain Trade Unionrin Calcutta. 

116. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERtlEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state the number of membership of the following unions, viz. : — 

(1) All-Bengal Rickshaw Union, 

(2) Calcutta Biri Union, 

(3) Calcutta Dockers’ Union, and 

(4) Bengal Saloon Workers’ Union, 

all located at 57-D, Chittaranjan Avenue, Calcutta, — , 

(i) as shown in their respective annual returns to the Registrar of 
Trade Unions for the year ending 31st March, *1939; 

(it) as shown in their respective application made before the Trade 
Union Constituencies Tribunal; and 
(Hi) as shown in their res[>eo.tive list of members submitted to the 
Electoral Roll Officer, Corporation of Calcutta, for inclusion 
in the Electoral Roll of the Labour Constituency of the 
Calcutta Corporation ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): A statement 
is laid on the Library table. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for the sudden increase 
in the number of membership of the All-Bengal Rickshaw Union at 
the time when the list was submitted to the Electoral Roll Officer of 
the Calcutta Corporation as compared to the list submitted to the 
Trade Union Tribunal? At the time when the list was submitted to 
the Tribunal the number of membership was 443. At the time of 
submitting the list to the Electoral Roll Officer of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration, the number of membership was 9^81. That is a big jump. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason of the sudden 
jump P * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not know 

whether it falls under iny jurisdiction and* responsibility. 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: As he is the Member in 

charge of Labour and as this question is in connection with labour, 
so the responsibility yes with him. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ido not think so. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 have got another 

submission. This is a question which vitally concerns the election in 
the Labour Constituency of the Calcutta Corporation and this being a 
labour matter, the only place where we can get 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask that question, but it does not arise 
out of this. 

-Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: It arises, because the 
Hon'ble Minister refers to the list which has been laid on the table, 
and I am Quoting the figures from that statement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. But is the Hon’ble Minister responsible for it? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister deny 
that he is the God-Father of these unions Y 

. Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am not supposed to go into the question as to 
who is the God-Father? 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: As the IWble Minister 
has be^i pleased to answer my question and has laid a statement on 
the library table, so I believe he should be able to answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You can ask whether the Hon’ble Minister can 
say why there has been much difference. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: That was my question. 


Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 have no official 
information, but I can surmise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will 'the Hon’ble Minis* 
ter be pleased to state what does he mean by saying that he has not 
got official information as regards the increase? It is on the library 
table. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has no official information why there has 
been an increase. 

Or. SURE8M CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to enquire into the matter at early date so that 
before the election 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise. You can ask whether the 
Hon’ble Minister will he so pleased as to enquire! 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: From whom am I to 
make the enquiry? After all, Sir, the increase in the number of 
members of unions is t heir own concern. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the number of members as shown in the 
application made before the Trade Union Constituencies Tribunal was 
made in September, 19**19? Applications were made in September, 
19**19; number of membership is shown as in Septeml>er, 19**19. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, that is not so. 

When the -application was made, it was clearly understood that the 
names of all the members need not be inserted in the application. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that all the unions were notified 
that up-to-date figures were given by the unions concerned? Whether 
any notice was given by the Tribunal that all the unions must supply 
# pp-to-date information? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of 
that, Sir. So far as I am aware, under the rules the Tribunal is only 
to ascertain whether there are 250 bond fide members or not who have 
paid their subscription for the previous year and if they find that, 
they will give recognition even though the union may have, say, 
9,000 members. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the figures submitted to the Electoral Roll 
Officer of the Calcutta Corporation were submitted in October, 1939? 

Tht Htn'blt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is more than I 
oan say. 
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Or.lURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether according to the Act and the Rules made 
thereunder it was not 1 only the members that were in the register of 
^he Trade Unions at the time when the report was sent to the Registra- 
tion Offioer that number was to be taken 

* Mr. SPEAKER: That a matter of legal opinion. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 'consider 
the desirability of enquiring how the membership of these unions in 
one month increased 25 times? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He does not accept that. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, the fact is that on the dial 
IJarch, 1 939, t the figure given by the Trade Union Registrar is 397; 
in September 423, and in UctobeT 3,981. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
oondider the desirability of enquiring into the sudden jump in member- 
ship by 25 times? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 see no reason why I 
should enquire into the question as to why the Trade Union has become 
suddenly so popular. I can only suggest that it is in pursuance of the 
policy of Government to encourage Trade Unions. 


Objection against certification of some Trade Unions. 

117. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that objections were raised before the Trade 
Union Constituencies Tribunal by the Labour Commissioner to the 
Government of Bengal against certifications being given to some trade 
unions for their inclusion in their register as honorary members of such 
persons as the questioner and two other M.L.A.’s? 

( b ) Is it a fact that the Lalwnir Commissioner while raising objec- 
tions read before the Tribunal extracts from speeches of Soumyendrs 
Nath Tagore recorded by the staff of the Intelligence Branchrand the 
police? * 

Tbs Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) No objection was 
raised by the Labour Commissioner on the ground of any member of the 
Legislative Assembly being an honorary member of any trade union. 

(b) The Labour Commissioner placed before the tribunal the gist 
of one or two speeches of Soumyendra Nath Tajjore. The Labour Oom- 
raissioper offered to call the police officers to prove the reports, but the 
Tribunal did not think it necessary to examine them. 0 
% 
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Of, 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the reason for the Labour Commissioner 
asking the police about the gist of one of the speeches of Soumyendra 
Nath Tagore ? Has this speech any connection with the recognition 
of Trade Unions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDy: I understand that one 
of the questions which the Tribunal has to decide in considering as to 
whether it should give recognition for the purpose of franchise is 
whether it is a bond fide Trade Union or not, and I believe that the 
speeches of Soumyendra Nath Tagore must have had some relevance 
on the question of bond fide 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: May I know what 
reference has that particular speech at a public meeting to the question 
of recognition of Trade Unions? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is because of the desire of the Tribunal; but 
why the Tribunal wanted it, it is not for the department to know. 

Dr« 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, is the Labour 
Minister sure that it was the desire of the Tribunal? 1 think, the 
Labour Commissioner of his own accord asked for that information. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Tribunal had to 
decide regarding the bond fides .of every Trade Union, and on that 
occasion the Labour Commissioner presumably placed the gist of the 
speech of Soumyendra Nath Tagore. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the. Labour Commissioner did object 
to three M.L.Ae. being office-bearers of Trade Unions, whatever the 
reasons ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir. All M.L.As. 
can become honorary members of Trade Unions without any objection 
on our part. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. I want to kuow whether the Labour Commissioner did 
actually object to three members of this House becoming office-bearers 
of Trade Unions? 
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TH» Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir. he did not. 


Dr. IURE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Is the Hou’ble Minister 
aware that the Labour Commissioner actually objected to recognition 
being given to some unions because they had in their membership list 
•ome members of thi/ House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No. Sir, not. on that 
ground. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the reason for the Labour Commissioner 
refusing recognition to three unions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Labour Commis- 
sioner objected on various grounds not only to these three unions but, 
several other unions, the grounds being set out in the Provincial 
Assembly’^ Order. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: What was the special 
reason for refusing recognition to these three unions P Our difficulty 
is that it is a fact that the Labour Commissioner actually objected to 
recognition being given to some unions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : May I point out, Sir, 
that I have nothing to conceal here. There was no objection raised 
at any time by the Labour Commissioner to any honourable member 
of this House becoming a member of the Trade Union, but certain 
Trade Unions with which some honourable members are connected are 
Trade Unions which could not be considered to be bond fide Trade 
Unions. 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Is it a fact that recog- 
nition was refused to the Calcutta Sramik Mandul of which I was the 
President because of the fact of my being an honorary member of the 
union ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So far as 1 know 

recognition has been given # to the Calcutta Sramik Mandal. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Subsequently. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8JUHRAWARDY: No, not frequently. 
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Conduct of tho Impootor in ohargo of tho Bogra Central Co-operative 

Bank, Ltd. 

110. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: (<i) Will the Hon’bie 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a faot that the Chairman of 
the Bogra Central Co-operative Bank made a report against the Inspector 
of Co-operative Societies iu charge of the Bank? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken on the 
•aid report? 

(c) (t) Did the Chairman ask for an enquiry into the matter; and 

(it) if no action has l>een taken, will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Is tlie Hon’bie Minister aware that a feeling exisfs amongst the 

local public over the activities of the Inspector? • 

(e) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the said Inspector distributed crop loans in contravention 
of the bye-laws of the Bank and against the instructions of 
the Provincial Bank ; and 

(it) that the Board of Directors disapproved this act of his? 

(/) If so, do the Government contemplate laying on the table a copy 
of their resolutions in this connection? 

(g) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Central Bank at the 
general meeting have withdrawn the powers of the Chief Executive 
Offi (•<>!■ from Ihp Tns|>ortor? 

<*) « so, whut notion, if any, liave tho Government token on that? 

« 

MINISTER in oharge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Muliick): (a) ami (r) (/’ i The (hen Chairman 
of the Bogra Central Bank forwarded a copy of a resolution, dated the 
5th September, 1939, of the then Board of Directors containing certain 
allegations against the departmental Chief Executive Officer of the 
Bogia Central Bunk for necessary action. 

(6) A departmental enquiry in the matter has been made. 

(c) (ii) Does not arise. 

(d) No* 

(c) (i) The Inspector distributed individual loans in excess of amount 
approved by the Provincial Bank in some special cases subject to subse- 
quent sanction of the hank ; but no loan was made in excess of what 
was recommended by the Bogra Central Bank. 
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(it) and (/) A copy of the resolution of the Board of Directors is laid 
on the table. 

(ff) Yes; but the validity of the general meeting has been contested 
and it is now the subject matter of a dispute. 

(A) If the Board of Directors of the Bogra Central Bank do not wish 
to have the bank managed by a departmental Executive Officer on their 
behalf, the department has no intention of forcing an officer upon them. 

Copy of the resolution referred to in the reply to clauses (o), (e) (H) and 
(f) °f unstarred question .Vo. 118 , 

A COPY OF THE PROCEEDINGS X<). 4 OF TJIF DlRFCl OKS’ MEETING OF THE 

Boor a (^-operative Central B^nk. T/rn., held on the 6th 

• September, 1939. 

4. To, confirm the issue of loans to the newly registered societies 
and to old societies as per list. 

“On the motion of Mnulvi Alev Mohammed and seconded by Maulvi 
Mostulln Khan it was agreed by 9 votes to 3 that whereas it has been 
brought to the notice of the Board of Directors that Maulvi Mokhlesar 
Rahman, the present Chief Executive Officer of the Bogra Central Co- 
operative Bank, Ltd., has been advancing loans to the undeserving 
persons even violating the direction of the Provincial Bank and the 
Board of Directors and is reliably reported to canwiss in favour of 
some particular party for the ensuing general election to be held on 
the 17th September, 1939. While advancing such loans and collecting 
money he is also exercising unduly his authority beyond powers entrust- 
ed to him by the Board of Directors so much so that lie has issued * 
unbecoming letters to the Directors curtailing their powers to supervise 
and control irregularities iu the office and he has recalled the super- 
visors who were deputed by the Board of Directors to certain areas for 
better collection because these supervisors fail to suit his convenience 
for canvassing support for a particular party, it is therefore resolved 
that the Board of Directors has no confidence in his impartiality and 
equitable administration of works and the powers entrusted to him 
be withdrawn from him forthwith and a more tactful officer be asked 
for. A copy of the resolution be immediately sent to the Hon’ble 
Minister and to the Registrar of Co-operative Societies at once for 
necessary action.” 


Kd. Md. Am, 


• Chairman. 

5-lt. 
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Appomtimnt of How* turgoom for Edm Hospital, Calcutta Medical 

Col logs. 

0 

121. Mr. RABIK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will ’the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and I^ocal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the House Surgeons who have been appointed for 

the Eden Hospital of the Calcutta Medical College this year; 

(ii) the names and qualifications of the candidates who applied for' 

the posts; 

(Hi) who recommended the appointed candidates; and 
(iv) who selected them finally? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — * 

(i) whether the appointed candidates have got any distinctive 

qualifications ; 

(ii) when the appointed candidates entered the Medical College as 

students; and 

(Hi) when they passed the M. B. Examination? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(Hi) The Professors concerned under whom the respective candidates 
have been appointed. 

(iv) The Principal in consultation with the College Council. 

(b) (i) Out of five appointed candidates, two candidates, vie., 
Drs. Lalit Mohan Gupta and Braja Gopal Haidar, have got distinctive 
qualifications. 

(ii) and (fit) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (t) and (it) of unstarred 
question No. 121. 

(a) (i) Dr. Lalit Mohan Gupta. 

Dr. Jitendra Nath Ghosh. 

Dr, Amn Kumar Banerji. 

Dn Braja Gopal Haidar. 

Dr. Murali Mohan Singh Roy. 
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(it) ,(1) Dr. Lalit Mohan Gupta, m.b. — Obtained Gold Medal in 
Chemistry, Silver Medal in Chemistry, and Gold Medal in 
Zoology; College Scholar — 2nd, 4th and 6th years; Goodeve 
Scholar ii^ Midwifery ; Gold Medal in Advanced Midwifery; 
Certificate of Honours in Medical Jurisprudence. 

(2) Dr. Arun Kumar Banerji, m.b. 

(3) Dr. Braja Gopal Haidar, m.b. — College Scholar, 2nd and 

3rd years; Prosector in Anatomy; Honours in Anatomy; 
Orfilla Medal in Medical Jurisprudence; Anandalal Sanyal 
Prize in Midwifery; Green Armytage Prize in Midwifery; 
Certificate of Honours in Midwifery; Certificate of Honour* 
in Ophthalmic Surgery. 

(4) Dr. Jitendra Nath Ghosh, m.b. 

(5) Dr* Murali Mohan Singh ltoy, m.b. — Obtained 2nd Certificate 

• of Honours in Dental Surgery. 

(6) Dr. Sambhunath De, m.b. — D.P.I. Scholar, 2nd and 1st 

years; College Scholar, 3rd to 5th years; Certificate of 
Honours in Pathology; Honours in Pathology (Calcutta 
University). 

(7) Dr. Sambhu Prosad Mukherjee, m.b. 

(8) Dr. Suresh Bhattacharjee, m.b. 

(9) l)r. Anath Nath Banerjee, m.b., (Mass Assistant in Pathology. 


Statement refened to in the reply to clause (6) (ft) and (in) of unstamed 
question .X o. 121 . 

iii) (1) Dr. Lalit Mohan Gupta — Admitted 1933. 

(2) Dr. Jitendra Nath Ghosh — Admitted 1933. 

(3) Dr. Arun Kumar Banerji— Admitted 1932. 

(4) Dr. Braja Gopal Haidar — Admitted 1932. 

(5) Dr. Murali Mohan Singh Roy — Admitted 1933. 

(iii) (1) Dr. IaIH Mohan Gupta — Passed out in April, 1939. 

(2) Dr. Jitendra Nath Ghosh — Passed out in April, 1939. 

(3) Dr. Arun Kujnar Banerji— Passed out in April, 1938. 

(4) Dr. Braja Gopal Haidar— Passed out in April, 1939. He 

withdrew his name from the rolls of «the College after 
passing the 2nd M.B. Examination in April, 1936, and 
* was readmitted in 1937. 

(5) Dr. Murali Mohan Singh Roy — Passed out 4n November* 

1939. 
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Appointment of Exoiee officer* from among Bengal Civil Bervio* 
examinee*. 

9 

122* Matllvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the HonTde Minister in charge 
of the Forest and Excise Department aware-r 

(?) that there was a Government circular to the effect that two 
Superintendents and three Inspectors of Excise would be 
recruited from among the candidates sitting for Bengal 
Civil Service Examination; and 

(it) that the circular referred to above was subsequently cancelled? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(*) the number of appointments that were made during the period 
while the circular was in force both in the cadre of — 

(1) Superintendent, and 

(2) Inspector, 

from among the candidates who sat for the Bengal Civil 
Service Examination; and 

(w) the number of such appointments given to — 

( 1 ) Hindus, 

(21 Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) others, 

to be shown separately in each of the cadies taken by 
recruitments? 

(c) If there has been no recruitment in either of the cadres from the 
Bengal Civil Service candidates, will the Ilnii’bU Minister be pleased to 
state the reason thereof? 


MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): (??) (?) An adver- 
tisement to this effect was published by the Public Service Commission, 
(at) Yes. 

(6) (t) No such appointment was made. 

(u) Does not arise. 

{c) The number of promoted officers iu both the cadres having been 
found inadequate, it was considered necessary to fill up the vaOancfte 
by promotion. 
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ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Miniver be 
pleased to state how many posts of Superintendent of Excise fell vacant 
this year? The Hon'ble Minister says: “The number of promoted 
officers in both the cadres having been found inadequate, it was con- 
sidered necessary to fill up the vacancies bv promotion. ” I am asking 
how many posts were filled up by promotion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not understand how this question arises. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir. it arises with reference to 
answer (c;. I want to know how many posts were filled up by pro- 
motion ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: As far us I remem- 
ber, two posts were filled up. 

Mr. ArBDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Ho.fble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have changed the circular that 
appointments would be made by promotion and not by recruitment from 
the Bengal Civil Service successful candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: With reference to 
question (o, I have already replied, “the numtar of promoted officers 
in both the cadres having been found inadequate, it was considered 
necessary to till up the vacancies by promotion." 

Mr. ABOULLA*AL MAHMOOD: 1 would like to know from the 
Hon'ble Minister whether the Government issued any order changing 
their former circular t hat appointments should not he made from the 
successful Bengal Civil Service candidates but that promotion should 
be made by the department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The auswer is theie. 

Maillvi AZHAR ALI* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what he means by the word “inadequate" in answer (c) ? 

Th# HM’bl. Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT I The number of 
promoted officers in both the cadret* wan found inadequate. 

Maulvi AfeHAR ALI: Is not that direct violation of the announce* 
'mult contained in the Government circular that posts #ere to be filled 
np by direct recruitment? 
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Th* Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUTt That circular was 
cancelled. 

Mtufvi AZHAR ALI: Was it a fact that op\y to push up non- 
Muslim candidates in both the cadres this was done? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No, Sir. 

Reservation of poets of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars for old 
scheme Final Madrassah passed Maulvie. 

123. Mr. SYED AHMED KHANi Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate the reservation of Jhe posts of 
Marriage Registrars (Kazi’s) for the employment of the old scheme 
Final Madrassah passed Maulvis (both from the Madrassah Alia *of 
Calcutta and the I)ars, i.e., Nizamin ot the upeountry) ? 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The answer is in the 
negative. 

Nomination of members to Birbhum District Board. 

124. Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that 
the election of the District Board, Birbhum, was over in duly, 1939? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to stute w T hen the names of nominated members will be 
published in the Gazette? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
delay in publishing the names of the nominated members? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Yes. 

(6) The names of the appointed Commissioners were published in 
the Calcutta Gazette of the 14th March, 1940. 

(c) A number of representations were made by various parties in con* 
section with the question of nominations and Government had to make 
necessary inquiries into them before passing orders. 

Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state fern what date members of the district boards have 
been designated as “Commissioners”? 

The Hon’bfc Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooat 

Sir, the word “Commissioners” is a printing mistake. 
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DEMANDS FOR CRANTS. 

10— Forests. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 13,06,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — 
Forests/’ 

Sir, I take this opportunity to make a statement on some points in 
regard to the administration of the Forest Department. 

Fresh recruitment to the existing Indian Forest Service has been 
stopped since the introduction of Provincial Autonomy with a view to 
abolish the service altogether and to create a new Higher Provincial 
Service in its place, from which the superior posts in the department 
will in future be filled up. The scheme for the formation of the new 
service is^almost complete. The two candidates for the new service 
who have already been deputed to the Forest Research Institute and 
College at I)ehra Duu for training are due to return by the first week 
of April next after completion of their training, and it is proposed to 
send another two candidates this year also. 

An important need is afforestation in Western Bengal. The Com- 
mittee appointed in this connection have since submitted a report with 
their findings and recommendations which are under consideration. 

In my last budget speech I referred to the question of management 
of khas mahnl foresls in Chittagong and of meeting the demands of the 
tenants. 

The following action has since been taken: — 

(1> A Committee has been appointed to enquire into the question 
of the disafforestation of Kampur and Charandwip Blocks of the 
Chakaria Sundarbans Reserved Foiests in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision. 

(2) A Committee to enquire into the question of grazing will 
shortly he appointed. 

(3) Owing to denudation of forests in ( hittagong, immediate dis- 
afforestation of the protected forests is neither a practical proposition 
nor would be conducive to the l>enefft of the villagers. Steps are how- 
ever being taken to disaff^est at once all plots not containing valuable 
timber and to fell as quickly as possible timber in the remaining parts 
of the protected forests which have been so ruined wthai they cannot, 
within reasonable time, be brought hack to a state of usefulness so as 
to free the land from grazing or settlement. 

(4) bCertain concessions in fhe matter of cheap thatc&ng have b*en 
granted. 
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(5) Action to be taken in the matter of simplification of the pro- 
cedure for extraction of timber from private forests is under 
consideration. 

(6) Fuel wood passes have been discontinued. 

(7) Strong measures are being taken to check corruption amongst 
Forest subordinate officers. 

(8) Two paid nhikaria and one paid tracker have been employed to 
kill wild elephants in the Teknaf Range where the damage was reported 
to be great. 

It will thus be seen that Government are doing what is possible 
under the circumstances to remove the legitimate grievances of the 
people and at the same time to preserve the forests from ruin. 

I now pass on to an explanation of the more important items of 
new expenditure included in the next year’s budget. These are: — 

(1) Provision of a reserve for financing unforeseen schemes of an 

immediately remunerative character. * 

As has already been said, the Forest Department being quasi-com- 
merciul in nature accepts orders for supply of timber or other forest 
produce to the railways and other commercial bodies at very short 
notice. The functions of a Forest Utilisation Officer are to find a market 
for forest produce and to secure orders. As ready monej is required for 
immediate execution of orders, it is proposed to provide the same amount 
of Its. 25,(100 provided in the current year’s budget to enable the depart- 
ment to execute all short notice orders. 

(2) Metalling dj miles of the 2drd*mile line road from Com- 
munications and Work* Department road to Shanghai road, Riixa 
Division . 

The 23rd-mile line road irom the Communications and Works road 
to Shanghui road is one of the most important roads for extraction of 
timber. This road suffers severe damage consequent on the heavy traffic 
over it year after >ear, necessitating thereby its closure against all 
traffic during the ruins, though it is desirable to make the extraction 
possible throughout the year. The closure of the road entails a loss of 
revenue up to Rs, 4.000 per annum, whereas ihe minimum increase in 
revenue is expected to be Rs. 2,100 per annum if the road could be kept 
open throughout the year. It is therefore proposed to metal the road 

at a cost of Rs. 26,000. 

% 

(3) Recruitment of two candidates for training at Forest Research 
Institute and College, Debra Dun. 

It has alrdldy been stated that it is the intention of Government to 
depute another two candidates to the Forest College at Debra Dun thi* 
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year for training with a view to appoint them in the new higher Pro- 
vincial Service that is being formed. The course of training covers two 
years, viz., 1940-42, and it is proposed to provide a sum of Rs. 11,400 in 
the next year’s budget to meet the first year’s cost. 

With these words, # Sir, I commend this demand for the consideration 
of the House. 

Mr. MAHIM CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. Id, 06, 000 under the head “10 — Forests” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4Tfa at fT&T* W MTOs ffrofa c? at «TR*t CTOF 
4* *T$ i>T?T 4lt5fl C?6?T CITW 1 

<(&& GW ?T? it follows generally the revised fa*? 
revised Mro GW KT? C? amt ro f?C4T *8,8^,ooo v to a Ml ro 
?8\OS,ooo v t ?T? fiW ^,*6,ooo v TO a WC? TO *?.?*,ooo N 

GW ?TtCTO C? TO ?T ?Tf^?T TO ?Tf$?T TO I *mr{>1 a fWPt fo? W 
TO fa ^ TOTOT* faCTOT *f?C?* l 

www ??-faTO a?fc? roi a* a cror? affront tot? sk cto yfxro 

Wf<(TOll SKTfa t?T 5$G5 >8,8^,ooo s frRT TO ft?Cf ^> < l, e t^,000 N (ftfT TO 
*tC?, Wfl* TO »WffT 8C V frR*T i 4K t>T*T C tt f T fTO «nf^TO 8RT TOTO? 

?tCS nTG? *8 TO ST^T TOT? TO ?tCTO 1 aC* TOf<TO TO TO fa ?T 
^mTOT fTORT WSTTi TO a* Ft 5l*tSl TOT? TO StCTO. GTS TO T CH4 WTfr, TO?, 
*R S CMTbW a^tr ?tC3t (TOtSt 4«?T ?tG5Cfl t?TOt TO CTO^ CTO $H5T TO I 
(The Hon'hlc Mr. Mukunda Behaky Mu luck . «TR asq^i) acv ?R ror 
=TT. — TOt TO I a CTO? «R^faCV TOT ff??T TO<CTO5? aTO CST^T STT 5 T TO 
CTO5 <TTC? TO I a*R TO4T ?T »fTO fa TO ^T? 3^!?T TO^- TOST ?? TO 

rrofa west g5tot to i fro croc* ?? TO c??ro$ tot n\ 

*trm a* to tot to to* facrow a«rc roro aro c to g fu fro to rhi 

wtfm to *m TOgr ?n to? to to? to faro f m rw? >o 4 k ^tto 
^ctot stfroro? 5^c?ro TO ??i a? to? tos a Tot to - frost i to k xtoI 

fTO C? 4f4 W a?T TOS?T ?? TOT? TO 4K &T*T fa*f TORT? W *,8o,ooo s ; 
KKPfC? C?f?TOl fTO HfT ?Tf ?? TOT? ft? 4TGy fTO 4K (TOT, faf TOR T ? 
w ^.ob.oooj at writ s gtotoI to?to? ror at TOfar as 

at tl'-wU TOt WKC?? 5CK fa TOT *tf^?Ht? TOT ft? S K^ UfT? KlfTO 

4TOr fafaif fro?, fro *ttto 5 «tro vfar row TOtj, fro wrro c? TOtr 

CTt TOT OT ??-f?fTTO? tyW?1?fT 1 TOT TOtfl ' W* t?tf ?Dt CTO 
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toft* roro tot m fro* vffrm rrar nf pri tor © 4 wfrocro fv *?&- 

Hfc fit 4TOT? ??-f?STOT **©1 MTOIC4 tWPTTO TOflOT C? fWf fa-TOJl 
TOT? ?"tf© fa *?OT TOW*? TOR? TO* % nit?lftOT m ^ w ijrolro 
tot irojrafae™ s^r© foroft to fa? cn* n^rr©? WwwBil ?fai *©rocfa 
Unfair n*>n* aiw* TOfTO? fat; IOT nf?TO? *T??l frrf TOOT ffllTtlfl TOPS* 
wim mr c? Sro fasfaH nr?T#>tc© plantation *f?c??i yqsm 
i flwwi afrotfi fwn Ttf* wap* tot mi otto* tot cott c? sfa n fo 

OTT (TO COTC© nTC? fan "(MU, fa* plantation a ©TOT TO ?f?C© *tC?l 
CTO? CTOR CfTCTO C? SfTC© OTTO* ag? TO. COTT* COTmTl *X «J**T TO 
TOC©? tTO-TOI* HC*t nf?fli>© 'TO. §fanCB *41*4 CTO4C* — ?*R OTRT ©<Rl $CTO 
HR l ©HIM? ©1*1 *>o 1^4 W? nflHMC'M 41 h c^l’t* ??-4l^l COTCI, CTOTOf, 
C¥?TTO TO^Tt C?fa TO 4 ?fa? COTC* an f©TO nT$T? nft-n^f? TO?Rp* fro f©4C*U 
CTO* TO COTT© TOnCTO I fTO ?I? TO* nc? OTT CTO C? CTOTO plantation 
WT CfTC© 4T, ©«R RTO4 CSTCTO C? OT* TO* fact* ^C* TOT a*lft *OT? IfT? 

nr* $n?^ri n^nx ©to ©tot tot tot to OT w fro ottc? fit i cnroc? 

*© OT Sifa TOCII Tv* $OTT ©TO TO* fit, ff* CTOCICI, fTO? *fa© 

*fa? $n? tot srpncii $n? tot torch ni5*R ott to? c?c© ertCTO 

*n ©to c?ttot to;? ©tT?ot tot to-?t^ 5OT?i *«, sfa n**rc?? toto?, 

ft* ITt^lTT TO, ffat TOTf i 

tmmi to? fa oti tototototoi T ©^ to to* ot?t ctoctoi 
nc? ©t?t to fnnfrr $&ifl to, nc? *c^ Hffir to i ?r-h?ot crtcpr — $ott to^ 
*©a? cnf stocto? 4flfaT ^88 tot snt* i ©T?n? a^Tro cnrf © « ?tT©it? Tto to- 
T*fm « nTTO-f?©m to*to Snf»*©i ©T?n? ©rh* <175 ©ttoc© totot, nror 
' TOTO croc© TOTOTI tost #Jh*i stT© ©TOt n©TOT TO* *^tot, a*t ^-nja? 

TO^TTO TOT *^&© fsf©R© Tsto *7* m TO3? ***1 Ihts n»s? rtlRf, 

nfrorm? nt* af©f^© rtimi 

asnrofa nsnW? aro a*Tc* totIit Ttot ©r?n? ctoc*t ©it? acrorc? 
Tsc^ *ryr, to^toti m nW) T* al *1T© toiT? to?? toot *ro ^** 
TOtro — *Ti Iro hr rro?1? «ttot nr* to? f? nro? *©:n? 

aro n*?n cronr ft*cro ,% Hrr ?tc?, rtr?, ??-f?sTcn? nro TOnf* *Nw 
r cronr? f©? ro nc? 5§am toc^>? *^» fromT *T?ro? — “cronr* 
f* ttn?” T©T? ntncjR “??c?? toto nf^rrrff ?c 5 fro* officially f**; 

*Tf? nr* tocto farom ffiro k, a^ r^hhto f? cot nf© to? f©fa ^ 
fi^r, nfroro c* ?r ©r cm© ©tc? j r, toot nrciro ©t?t ** n^n Tmici i 
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. * 3 * faro * fa? raww* wnw ro roww «tutjr «rc ^ifa ror 
wratflrtt ro?* ro fro fra *iftwti to srrf=r at cf l»iicw ffaro, 
Iro to tow fifa tow roro rosr toI frown fit. rofaroro fiti 

Provincial autonomy «tr* popular ministry TOW fCt C£*t>lt fT TOf 
40 Stiff W 4$ fltTTO fltffW "iff STTOt fit I fff al-e/i Wlfa at ITO W fTW 

ft«f% w antr fjro ffcira ws'ibnlns «nw. wikiw* front apti ®r« ffrormt 

TOT1TO1 »Wi!I $ SIOTTOT? OTOT*? TOT WR C? fa? ?4> itllR C*$ f^RtH 

tc*toto *w sot$ 4lfcttt i rr?T ?fa tw to? <aOT?T isotot s^othto ®fa 
otto M*t* fro otto t otto <iwics otto tot? otto cotto otto, 

WOT TO HOTt *TO? TOOT TOT? OTfOT?« * OTOTOT^T TOT? ^>T CTOTOt 


Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move 

that the deltiand of Its. 13,06.000 under the ^head “10 — Forests’* be 
reduced by Us. 100. 

Sir, in moving this cut motion I cannot but too severely condemn 
the department for its utter inefficiency in manuging the forests as a 
fruitful source of revenue. The Forest Department being a quasi- 
commercial department, its activities should not be merely confined 
to the preservation of the natural resources of the country and protec- 
tion of the Countryside against flood and drought, but must necessarily 
be directed towards producing commercial forest * commodities and 
adding sufficient revenue to the Exchequer of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. But, here, as u commercial proposition, the department is a 
complete failure. Having in its ubsolute control over 12,000 square 
miles of valuable forests or nearly one-sixth of the total area of our 
province, the department is yielding, as is proposed, in the budget 
estimates, a net profit of roughly 4 *6 lakhs of rupees only, i.e. % about 
Rs. ‘18 only per square mile of our forests — no improvement — in spite 
of the fact that owing to war conditions, the demand and sale price of 
our main forest commodities have considerably gone up. The depart- 
ment did not improve a hit under the present ministry. It has been 
extravagantly managed. The cost of administration of this depart- 
ment is ever on the increase. Within the last five years the expendi- 
ture under head “ Establishment’ * has increased by about Its. 2,00,000. 
The. total establishment cost which was in the year 1986-36 
Rs. 8,52,090 by a gradual annual increase rises to Rs. 10,48,000 in 
our present budget estimates. The administration is top-heavy. The 
forests, as before, are reserved for white elephants. There are 18 offi- 
cers still in the Imperial Forest Service, and 12 *in the Provincial 
Service drawing salary, even apart from their fat allowances, almost 
equal to. what 771 persons draw in the permanent subordinate forest 
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^depot and office^ establishment. Almost all the recommendations of 
the Swan Retrenchment Committee, suggesting a total cut of mom 
than 2 lakhs, have been turned down by the present ministry. The 
post of the second Conservator of Forests is still maintained. The old 
position of some of the forest divisions which could have been amal- 
gamated without impairing the efficiency of theVork, as was suggest- 
ed by the Swan Committee, still remains unchanged. The post of the 
Forest Utilisation Officer is still maintained. This post is held by 

Imperial Service man, drawing in all about Rs. 1,600 per month, 
who has been entrusted with the work mainly of securing orders for 
supply of forest timber which work can be easily done as efficiently 
by a subordinate service officer at one-eighth of the cost. The Swap 
Committee recommended a cut for this post. The posts of the highly 
paid officers have not only been maintained in full but they have been 

granted higher grades and multiplicity of allowances year after year. 

• 

For their use, nice-looking luxuriously furnished bungalows have 
been specially provided in large numbers in forest areas. In Buxa 
Division alone, for only 662 square miles of forests about 11 to 12 such 
costly bungalows have l>een specially reserved for ’ the divisional 
Forest Officer posted there. * 

I do not want to dilate any longer, for shortness of time at my 
disposal, on this point of retrenchment in superior officers’ 'establish- 
ment. Much has l>een said by various members in previous years. 
But all their cry for economy has !>cen a cry in the wilderness. 

Sir, while the present ministry is so kind, so open-handed in 
maintaining fat-salaried superior service officers, their treatment 
towards temporary hands in inferior services is quite the opposite. 

In the forests establishment there is a very large number of 
temporary men. Their number, I think, is about 5(1 per cent, of the 
total number of employees. All overseers and watchers under this 
department who are to serve day in and day out year after year are 
working as temporary hands, some working even for the last 15 years. 
In divisional office®, there are in all 76 clerks— understaffed-out of 
which 6b are temporary, — some even working for the last ten years at 
a fixed salary of Re. 65 only per month. In Bengal there are in all 
269 Foresters out of which 145 are temporary, some of whom are 
serving the department for more than 10 years. In Dacca-Mynten- 
aiugh Division there is one who has been in service for the last 18 
/ears, still temporary. These temporary employees are not allowed 
any increment in salary or leave, special or sick, with pay. This 
policy is being followed for years on grounds of economy. But, Sir, 
thia is a policy, which, I think, no Government which considers and 
calls itself a civilised Government ought to adopt. 
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Then, Sir, when we come to the revenue side, the outlook is not at 
all hopeful. We find from the budget estimates that the expected 
revenue from forests is Rs. 22,34,000. Of that, about Rs. 14,94,000 
is to be derived from timt>er. Although our forests extend over 
twelve thousand square miles, they produce only u microscopic frac- 
tion of our requirements for timber. We are compelled to import 
lakhs of tons of teak and sol wood from Burma and other provinces. 
Then, Sir, as regards bamboos, what use has the Forest Department 
been making of them except selling them to local people for erecting 
huts? We are importing every year paper-pulp from foreign coun- 
tries w'orth several lakhs of rupees, when we can prepare a large 
quantity of paper-pulp from bamboos and grasses which grow in our 
own forests. The Forest Department can make extra profit especially 
during this war period when iron poles have become scarce and too 
expensive, by treating the sal posts chemically before putting them for 
sale. The deftortment can also manufacture plywood for various pur- 
poses and can at least, to a certain extent, restrict the importation of 
such manufactured woods from foreign countries. The present 
ministry has done nothing appreciably to improve the forests nor have 
they made any attempt so far to develop forest industries in order to 
make our province self-contained. 

Then, as regards forest policy in relation to the agriculturists, 
our Chief Minister, year before last, assured this House that the 
present (jovernmeut accepted the principle that these forests exist for 
the. benefit of the cultivators and not the cultivators for the benefit of 
the forests. That assurance, like his all other assurances, remained 
buried in paper and has up to this date never been acted upon. Year 
before last, speaking on this demand for grant, I narrated a few serious 
grievances of the cultivators of my constitutency against the depart- 
ment. No attempt till now has been made to remove them. Cultiva- 
tion of soil and life of human-beings depend on cattle. The number 
of cattle and buffaloes is gradually decreasing in my constituency 
for want of grazing fields — grazing is practically prohibited in forest 
areas though they abound with grass and fodder. Only a few patches 
are allowed for grazing purposes, but the fees charged are prohibitive. 
The rates in Jalpaiguri and Buxa Divisions per buffalo and cow are 
at. He. 1-8 and annas 8 respectively per month, i.e., at Rs. 18 and 
Rs. ti per year. Fines are realized for cattle found entering or stray- 
ing without permit in Forest Ranges at the rate of Rs. 6 and Rs. 3 
per buffalo and cow respectively — over and above the usual pound 
fees. For using forest roads to transport cattle, permit has to be taken 
at a fee of annas 2 per cattle per trip. For making cattle drink from 
rivers within forest boundary, pattas have to be taken by the jotedars 
on payment of Rs. 3 per year. For irrigation ditches or jampoi , as 
4 
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they are locally called, from rivers running through forest area, 
excavated by the cultivators at their own expense, a rent of Es. 10 to 
Bs. 75 is charged annually by this department, 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and was allowed one 
minutfs to finish bis speech.) 

• 

whereas in khas mahal no such rent is demanded. Even on payment of 
these rents, cultivators have to face a good deal of trouble when repair 
of these ditches becomes necessary. Not a single piece of firewood, 
nor a little bundle of thatch is allowed free of cost even to the agri«* 
culturists who live continguous to forest areas and suffer so much 
from depradations of forest animals. In my constituency, which is 
also the constiuency of the Hon’ble Minister in charge, this depart- 
ment is responsible for forcing a large number of cultivators from 
giving up cultivation and for increasing immensely the misery of the 
people. c 

I have been informed that the Forest Department proposed to take 
over several square miles of khas land round about Buxa Cantonment 
area which was originally under the Government of India, and then 
for the last 25 years or more with Khas Mahal Department. There 
are several bus tees of yaharees in this area at Adma, Chunabhati, 
Buxa Tashigaon and Topgaon, and there is also a Finnish Christian 
Mission at Chunabhati where orphan children are brought up and 
educated. There are also a few shops at Buxa. These poor people 
will be soon going to be driven out of their homes. They raised strong 
objections— verbal as well a 8 written— to the Deputy Commissioner 
against the proposed make-over of these lands to the Forest Depart- 
ment, Unfortunately no reply is given to the representations of the 
people, and it is suspected that these representations are not even 
recorded. These people have been of great service to the Government 
at one time and it would be an act of grave injustice to them now to 
drive them out of their homes. 

Our Hon’ble Minister in charge is more careful, more concerned 
for the preservation of rhinoceros than for the protection of the poor 
peasants (Laughter) who are his own voters in his own district. 


Mr, H. BRABANT SMITH: Sir, speaking on behalf of the European 
Party I oppose the cut motions. 

The department is to be congratulated on the excellence of their 
plantation work. I believe that I am right in saying that this work 
was started by the former Conservator of Forests, Mr. E. 0. Shebbeare, 
and is in a class by itself, being much in advance of work done in 
other provinces. 
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1 should also like to congratulate the department on the action 
taken by them to reduce the depredations by elephants in the Chitta- 
gong areas. The issue of gun licences for the protection of crops and 
the employment of shikaris to destroy elephants, where necessary, are 

commendable concessions. % 

• 

In this regard, however, I would like to warn the department oi 
the risk of indiscriminate slaughter of game which may occur. If the 
deer are all shot off by poachers, the only food left for tigers will bd 
villagers’ rattle or the villagers themselves. Three years ago 436 
persons were killed by tigers in the State of Dhenkanal. We do not 
want to risk this happening in Bengal. 

I would like to suggest to the department the advisability of start- 
ing a game club in these areas. There are three such clubs in North 
Bengal which are doing excellent work. I do not for a moment con- 
tend that thej| have stopped all poaching, but there is no wholesale 
slaughter of game, and I would seriously recommend the organisation 
of such a club in Chittagong. 

It has been suggested more than once that the department is extra- 
vagantly run. I maintain that the department is starved for lack of 
funds. To take two examples, I should like to mention insufficient 
creeper cutting and roads. 

As you know, Sir, unless creepers are cut frequently, they stunt the 
growth of trees and eventually kill them. At present insufficient cut- 
ting is taking place through luck ot funds and forests are deteriorating. 
Thip means a loss in the capital value of the forests. 

Roads are few and far between and all are unmetalled. As a result 
of this, work in the forests can only be carried on in the cold weather. 
Again, if forest produce is some distance from a road, the depart- 
ment haH to accept cheaper rates for their produce owing to the extra 
cost, of haulage. This causes a loss in revenue annually. I am glad 
to hear that the Hon'ble Minister is improving some of his roads but 
much more should be done. 

I should like to suggest, Sir, that the head of the department be 
given more latitude as regards budget expenditure. He is an expert 
and should be given more financial responsibility, especially as regards 
creeper cutting, roads and buildings. If we want increased revenue 
from the department, the only way to get it is to spend more on the 
upkeep of our forests. 

• 

The report on "the forests in West Bengal is a splendid piece of 
work, and our thanks are due to the Committee for their efforts. 
Those who have studied it must be impressed by the amount of ground 
covered and the clearly expressed arguments. 
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When it is realised that in Roman times the Mediterranean coun- 
tries were the fertile cornfields of the Empire and are now mostly 
desert to Ihe south and barren hills to the north, it will not surprise 
anyone that the conservation of forests is now considered so important. 

In our present times wo see the effect of deforestation in America 
where in .some States the top soil has been blown away and crops are 
now almost negligible. In Great Britain forests have been neglected 
for years and very little replanting done. Now with the war in pro- 
gress ships have to be sent to Canada for pit props and pulp, as we 
can no longer get these from the Baltic States. This neglect of woods 
and forests may make a vital difference to the future of the war. 
Ships needed for urgent military supplies and foodstuffs are being 
deflected to carrying wood that we should grow ourselves. In West 
Bengal with the deterioration of forests we see poorer crops. 

I think these few examples should prove to member*, the necessity 
of conserving our forests, and T sincerely hope that members will no 
longer press for additional areas to l>o released for grazing cattle. 

In reply to starred question No. 129, the Ilon’ble Minister gave a 
statement of over 12, 000 acres of forests handed over for deforestation 
in the Chittagong district alone. These were poor areas and of little 
value from a timber-producing outlook, but the deforestation of such 
large areas may affect the climate of the province. 

Forests are a national as.set and should be carefully guarded. I 
should like to see a survey of all waste lands in the province with a 
view to their possible use as future forests. With the increasing 
population of Bengal more forests will be needed to meet the grooving 
demand for firewood and timber. We should press foi more forests, 
especially in the middle of the province, and not for the destruction 
of existing ones. 

If we destroy our forests, we run the risk of turning the province of 
Bengal into an arid waste as lias happened in other parts of the world. 

In conclusion, J beg to express the hope that the House will accept 
the Committee’s recommendations when tbe\ are brought up for dis- 
cussion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker, Sir, 1 wish I could speak in the same voice as the last speaker 
in congratulating this Department of Forest. I am sorry I cannot 
congratulate this department on the announcement which has been 
made by the Minister in charge of Forests so far as Chittagong district 
is concerned. The House will remember that I gave a vivid picture 
of the difficulty from which the poor tenants of Chittagong are suffer- 
ing under the Forest Administration in Chittagong. To speak mildly, 
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the Forest Administration of Chittagong is a scare greater than the 
scare of the police in the villages. The people there cannot move in 
their own places, in their own houses for fear of forest prosecution. 
But I do not blame tl^e petty Forest officers for this state of things. 
It is the policy which is to be blamed for keeping forest land by the 
side of agricultural land. I also raised this point in my speech during 
the Budget discussion in 1938, when I moved ray motion on the polipy 
of Forest Administration in Chittagong, and I was very much pleased 
when I got an assurance from the Hon'ble the Chief Minister, though 
not from the Minister in charge of the Forest Department, that the 
policy henceforward in Bengal, — as has been voiced by one member from 
the opposite. — will he that the Forest Department should not exist for 
enriching the Forest Department hut should exist for the good and 
benefit of the # agricultural population. But I am sorrv to remark, 
although T am handicapped by the position which I have taken in this 
House being on the ministerial side, that that assurance has not yet 
been fulfilled. I do not blame either the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
or the Minfster in charge, for after all the department is run by experts 
and the Minister is helpless. From the very nature of the system, if 
the Minister wants to embark upon a new policy, there is always 
technical objection from the experts and he being not an expert 
stultifies himself. That is the difficulty. This is not democracy, 
but this is an autocracy of the experts. This is applicable to the 
Forest Department as it is to the Irrigation Department. The Collector 
of 'Chittagong district, Mr. Birley, the most eminent l.C.S. that ever 
came to Bengal, was of the opinion that the Forest Administration in 
Chittagong was at fault and not the agricultural population. In my 
speech on a former occasion 1 also drew attention to this fact and the 
corruption that is prevailing in the matter, and still the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Forests stated to-day that it was not a practical 
proposition to release protected forests. \ demonstrated to his satis- 
faction, and I still challenge anybody to contradict, that the so-called 
protected forests at Chittagong have no forest wealth at all. If any- 
body contradicts me, I will at once modify my statement, but if the 
timber found in these forests has no commercial value, what is the 
justification for keeping this under the Forest Department? If protec- 
tion is to be given to the people, it can be given by the Collector, 
because the Forest Department actually exist* only for this particular 
way of administration, whjle the Collector has to see also to the con- 
venience of tenants as landlords. The Hon’ble Minister has told u* 
that out of the protected forests of 194 square miles# a small portion, 
only small patches of land, is being released. All these small patches 
will come up to only one-fourth or one-fifth of a square mile. The 
Hon ble Minister has said that it is not a practical proposition to release 
the protected forests. But why it is not a practical proposition, he 
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has not given us any reason for that. He has only repeated his answer 
to my question No. 193 in 1938. When I put the question as to what 
material he has got to say that it is not a practical proposition, some- 
body irom the Congress side said; “Well, do not ppt that question. 
You will not get any answer.” I find that is correct, and in spite of 
repeated enquiries, the Hon’ble Minister has not been able to give any 
answer as to wbat technicalities have arisen that have stood in the way 
of giving effect to this proposition to release the protected forests. 
This point was stressed by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. When the 
people are suffering, they cannot move for redress. Forest land is just 
abutting on agricultural land, and the people are prosecuted and per- 
secuted unnecessarily. There are two sorts of persecution — one is 
persecution by petty officers and the other by Forest officers to pay com- 
pensation. Of course, I am thankful to the Chief Minister that some 
steps huve since been taken and persecution of this n&ture has been 
reduced to a certain extent. I am also thankful to the Present Divi- 
sional Forest Officer. He is trying to do all that can he done within 
the four corners of the law, hut they are helpless. So, my* submission 
is that the Minister in charge of Forests should see that the practice of 
prosecuting agriculturists for trivial technical offences should be dis- 
continued. Now I come to the point raised by my friend, Mr. Mohim 
Chandra Das, regarding ejectment of jumun in forest village of Teknaf 
in Cox’s Bazar subdivision. As far as I know, the Forest Department 
cannot be blamed for this according to the terms of contract, but they 
could mitigate the hardship, if the matter was handled tactfully. . 

Another point which I would like to make out is about the rate of 
passes in the case of bamboos. The rate is excessive and should be 
reduced. The matter of the rate of passes in place of old A and B 
passes was discussed in a Committee with the Conservator of Forests 
at Chittagong, but nothing has been done yet in that direction. 

To these points I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister, 
and I hope that he will carefully consider them. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has given one announcement with 
regard to deforestation. He has spoken of the appointment of a Com- 
mittee on the Badarkhali Colonisation Scheme. Mv submission to the 
House is that it is not an instance of spontaneous disforestation policy 
of Government. That should not be confused with the relief by the 
Forest Department . That is a fight between the Co-operative Minister 
and the Forest Minister. That was a scheme formulated long before, 
and was supported by previous Collectors and Commissioners. The 
scheme should be given effect to. There are other points also. A Com- 
mittee has been appointed, of which I happen to be a member. I do 
not like to 4 say anything about the Committee so long as it is going 

AM }tnf J atnn)/] Him In mnlro if nloop In ftw* TTnn’Hln MiniiatAr in 
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that this is no relief to Chittagong in connection with deforestation. 
I mean that this is altogether different. I do not know whether the 
Committee will finish its labour within the session or within the next 
two years. But the landless people of the subdivision forming <60 per 
cent, will be saved, if the blocks of Rampur and Charandwip are dis* 
forested. 

With these words, Sir, I take my seat. 


Maulana MO. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI: toiTi nrofa 

iwihi, *rfa rortl tera wrcma; TOfa tocr a#r to ifait ite> 

faffTWR Kfl&TI 6 «RTR? TOCR W fol ITO toCtf ^ atTOTRT $ WCTO’RT 

itor tw i fan imrti torch ast sfa etmfa torn* ifair 
cro sro ®rmr a int TOrsfa nt faemr* e «teR intet i«rfar 

iteR ?t;W tow ait a faici n; urcai sn itoT from ?iir errfa cn 
HUaitWl aiTW ite IT I 

i*a1 tori TOtfaro etmw fairwi ci, asm ai^ sot im itorci, 
ait tor ficTO 1 it itoroi to* c*r, totwi ai$T stri foci 

c*rr fa# toes toit TOiifa ci, 5 §sr ctor ten" srfa 

toitor irt fwcii TOrt to ^ ^ <t*R fantn ?jfacii 
weir itca cm h &r irrr tot* toimi an fo-TO# to sfars fcifai ' l 
fl* TOR CI fa stflTO I*CI W ^TRCR CTO faRTO H TO l BR^tRlW 

RTtro nterfi: ci. tor ^qptrr ifafc iTOir weir ilci TO ifaffc *nte iter 

$*. fa 3^ TOR fa trflTO S[fam fa IT ltd fa* *flCH ait TOTWI TO 
fTOR5t *t t lTo tocil TOir lfa*TWI IT TOfiR TO *t^IcTO TO^ftlT Sfal 

nft itoiwi ait wfcrofa a* a#r nfafa urn wfair q r fTOfa ci, croe a#r 
fuci tot 6T*rr fur mt c*rtii enrofa to ites to s*TO ifaftfa wtTO 
fair error teR to iter trrciRi atom to tor ito terr «rrfaimt 
v tot qjro a#r to ifa c# fro nte tot rtnr, m TOr, h 
n^r, TOifa TO TOr ait ctor*t torrfa jtto ifart ct rrt w fa i/n yfice 
•rtet fan isfaR >wi it. tot tot fro *a fawi irt ctot i*r*t itHr to 
• treir iri ot rrt cto wmrfa ir^r tow? fror rr it5r e ctorct i cto 
« teR *rm iri rr»r, unrfa tonfai srt rot tor scirr hi ae 
tot faifa fm e !teter crorr itoy ntsoc ifaci? to. ifa totWJi iot-uci 
fawR «fa ir irc^ c^ ctor*i tot tott^i camn errfmer ifair fair wmti 
it’ter wit w faur toIi i^i fui iter to-cto tor irt fairfa tot. 
tor to ote 5nr wmrni stern weir fai^r wfrn tot inime i^r r tor 
ifro n m atom ci to TOnfa e OTrfa n w tocr e tok4>i 
TO'CT llTOI fal^R n; etfacro Itirn fan TOR CTO SfaTO rtlTW ifair 
toit towt s-rtiw TO TOt ufari jrr icic^i ci TOfrm toitoi 
^ fwr weir itim, to ci w.iri *rreir TOw w fm^r an totwi 
fa# TOiml ifaimi "t^rofa orofiro jrtoI cto faci J©fan wm* 
aito iwwlo can atir *faf& itcii totw ci fafaw froir ww TO fate# 
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introi a*7r *fsfl> *i?r fa c? afero rta sm error <fro «roi «b« 

C? flPRt 5*(? 5PTO OTFI? 5^«t •TCf’® fas'? TO, BTTO WTO&I fTO ’rfWlW TO? 

to? afo totto <pa1 toto w ^ ftnw efarero ?r a ??«t aroro irtr ?tti 
enfa tot ?*f? ??-fafiro sr? ar*c facro: sw? hwih? at to$ faarw? 

tom?, *rm? e afacrwt^a *71*155 ?f??T? srt fart? err? toiott faroi 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I have got a 
duty which is not a very pleasant one for this House, and except one 
or two speakers nobody congratulated me. My friend Mr. M&him 
Chandra Das attacked the Forest Department for ousting the forest 
villagers and in his opinion it was not justified at all, but, my friend 
forgets that these forest villagers were contracted labourers who used 
to give some help and labour to the Forest Department. He mentioned 
about juviia cultivators. As far as I remember, these jumia culti- 
vators were given some land outside the forest area. My friend 
Mr. Khagendra Nath Das (iupta attacked this department, saying that 
although it is called a quasi-commercial department, so far it has done 
nothing at all. Sir, we have got about KMHM) acres of very valuable 
forest, but has he ever tried to find out what is valuable forest produce 
and timber and has lie ever thought of the regeneration and replanta- 
tion of Ibl square miles which we have effected? We are adding some 
more valuable timber forests to our existing forest. He also com- 
plained that we were increasing out expenditure daily, but, in fact, 
we have not been spending much. Does he mean to say that we should 
reduce our yield and sell the timber as fuel, which is not at all a 
practicable proposal? We can get a revenue of Ks. nO lakhs a year 
if we reduce the rate, but that is not our policy; we have got to pre- 
serve the forest, and to see that the people are benefited and also can 
get a market for the forest produce, and keep the land fertile. He 
also said that Forest officers are living in luxurious bungalows in the 
Buxn Division, and that they are useless. In this connection he must 
realise the sort of climate that we have in the Buxa Division and also 
in some parts (if Julpaiguri. We must provide reasonable comforts 
for them, and unless we give them facilities they will not be of any use 
to us. As regards the temporary hands. Government is going to effect 
a thorougli reorganisation of the department, and it will be ready ae 
soon as possible. I am grateful to Mr. Brabant-Smith who is familiar 
with forest administration in North Bengal and who has been there for 
a long time for bis valuable suggestion. He mentioned about creeper 
cutting; as soon as we improve our revenue, we will provide some 
money for greatey improvement. My friend Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin 
Ahmad has also attacked this department, saying that this department 
is at fault, and he wauled to know why this protected forest should not 
be handed o^pr to the kha* mahal. As regards these kkas mahal 
forests, in 1916-17, it was found that the forest was being ruined and 
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cm the recommendation of the Commissioner, Chittagong Division, we 
took it over. Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin Ahmad says that there is 
hardly any valuable timber or bamboo left. It is quite so, because 
they were exploited ruthlessly. The Forest Department has been try- 
ing to preserve these forests. My friend Maulana Maniruzxaman and 
other members of the Chittagong district iffude the same complaint and, 
therefore, I need not repeat what I have said. 

I am glad to mention that a Committee has been formed to inquire 
and report on the possibilities of deforestation of Charandwip and 
Bhadrakhali blocks of the reserve forests, and another Committee is 
going to be formed to look into the question of grazing. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : How many inoreP 

The Hon*ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 may assure also 

that other grievances will also be enquired into, and possible remedies 
found. 

The motion of Mr. Mahim Chandra Das that the demand of 
Rs. 18,00,000 under the head “10 — Forest” be reduced by Its. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Khagemlra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
Bs. 18,00,000 under the head “10— Forests” be reduced by Its. 100 
was then put and lost. 

. The motion of the Hon’hle Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut that a sum 
of Bs. 18,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — 
Forests” was then put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adjourned for twenty minutes.) 


[After adjournment.] 

8 — Provincial Excise, 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 21,58,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — Pro- 
vincial Excise.” 

• Sir, the final goal of the Excise policy of the Government is to 
enforce total prohibition in the province. As a first step towards this 
end, an experiment in prohibition of alcoholic beveri^ges was introduced 
in the district of Noakhali, with effect from the beginning of the year 
1938-39, and Government are studying the result of the experiment. 
I am glad to inform the House that as far as reported experiment 
has proved quite successful. But prohibition involves grave financial 
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implication, direct loss of existing revenue and heavy expenditure for 
staff to prevent illicit traffic. Excise yields a revenue of more than 
Rs. 1| crores, out of which only Rs. 2H lakhs are required for expen- 
diture of the department during the coming year. At the present time 
when there is financial stringency and it is necessary to husband the 
resources of the country beSause of the war, Government can ill-afford 
to dispense with this substantial portion of their revenue all at once 
unless new sources of revenue can be found to counter-effect the loss 
and fresh taxation, if heavy at this present time, is not likely to be 
welcomed with avidity. Many of the constructive and beneficial 
schemes of Government will have to be abandoned if prohibition is to 
be launched on an abrnitious scale. I think the honourable members 
will agree with me that it would be a mistake if we went to that limit 
since there is a demand from all quarters for the improvement of the 
nation-building department s . 

I may further explain that the problem of intoxication is not acute 
in Bengal. The standard of sobriety in this province is higher than 
the standard in many other provinces. The per capita excise revenue 
in Bengal is only annas 4-11 against Re. 1-9-6 in Bombay and annas 12 
in Madras. 

For the present, as a general measure, orders have been issued 
prohibiting the opening of any new shops without the previous sanction 
of Government. Propaganda is also being undertaken. With the 
help of a Film Corporation of Calcutta Government are preparing a 
film on the subject of “Drink Evil” for propaganda purpose. 
Government are contributing Rs. 3,o00 to the Film Company. 

As pronounced by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on the 1st 
December, 1939, in connection with the debates on my honourable 
friend ltai Haremlra Nath Chaudhuri’s Prohibition Bill, 1939, the 
scheme of extension of prohibition in the district of Tippera is under 
preparation. The House will get an opportunity to consider the impli- 
cations of prohibition when the above Bill which has been circulated 
for eliciting public opinion comes up for consideration. 

There are two other points to which I may give passing mention. 
In order to give public opinion an effective voice in the matter of excise 
administration, selection of new sites has been placed under the control 
of licensing boards which have been vested with statutory powers. 
These boards are constituted with officials yid non-officials who have 
intimate knowledge of local conditions and who are aware whether 
there is a genuine^deraand for an excise shop in any particular locality. 
Prior to April last thete was no such board in Darjeeling where advisory 
bodies without statutory powers existed. But with effect from the 
1st April, 1930, a licensing board has been constituted for this district 
as well. 
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In the matter of selection of licensees, it h^s been the declared policy 
of Government to give preference to educated unemployed Bengalees, 
and to hillmen in the district of Darjeeling. 

% 

From the facts laid before the House, I trust the honourable mem- 
bers will be convinced that although it has, not been possible to enforce 
prohibition with as much expedition as we all desire, the activities of 
the department have been mainly directed towards the attainment of 
prohibition gradually. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I rise to move the cut 
motion that stands in my name, namely, that the demand of 
Rs. 21,53,000 under the head ‘‘8 — Provincial Excise” he reduced by 
Rs 100. 

Sir, the Hon'ble Mr. Eazlul Huq, the Chief Minister, in his own 
usual and, I may add, inimitable style proclaimed from his seat, in this 
House in # the year 1037 that prohibition was the ultimate goal of this 
department and he, as a Muslim, believed it to be his duty to try and 
have prohibition during his tenure of office. In pursuance of the 
realisation of this ultimate goal, Government has adopted the policy 
of minimum consumption with maximum of revenue. This policy, Sir, 
is not new. In the year 1887 — the vear of the foundation of the Indian 
Temperance Association, the British House of Commons passed a 
resolution which drew the attention of the Government of India in the 
following terms: “Increased facilities for drinking produce a steadily 
increasing consumption and spread misery and ruin among the 
industrial classes of India, calling for immediate attention of the 
Government of India with a view to their abatement,” to which the 
Government of India replied by saying that they are checking drinking . 
by limiting the number of places at which liquor inay be purchased, 
restricting sale within certain hours and raising the cost of liquor by 
imposing a duty on it. 

Sir, more than 50 years have passed since the above policy had 
been adopted, but the result has, to say the least, not been encouraging. 
In the latest report available — it is for the year 1937-38 — we find that 
there has been a considerable inc rease in the total consumption of 
country spirit. Thus reads the report: “The total consumption of 
country spirit in the province amounted to 539,253 L.P. gallons as 
compared with 364,589 L.P. gallons in the preceding year, showing 
an increase of 174,664 L.P. gallons, or 47*9 per sent. Consumption 
generally increased in all the districts except in the district of Chitta- 
gong. .The slight decrease in •the district of Chittagong amounted to 
i272;,3 gallons only and was due to the introduction of 7§° U.P. liquor 
at enhanced rates/’ 
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This is after all a very deplorable state of things and shows, if any- 
thing, the half-hearted nese of the present Government in the matter. 
We on this side of the House propose immediate and total prohibition, 
because we believe that the only effective check to increasing con- 
sumption of liquor and other drugs is prohibition'which will in its turn 
bring about an all-round improvement in the moral and material welfare 
of the people of the province. We know, Sir, the common arguments 
that are put forward against immediate and total prohibition. We 
know, it will be said that it will give rise to illicit manufacture and 
will be attended wi th evils even greater than those which it was intended 
to prevent; secondly, that the financial position of the province will 
deteriorate and as a consequence, nation-building activities of the 
Government will have to be curtailed; thirdly, that it will be regarded 
by many as an intolerable interference with the liberty of the people; 
and fourthly, that it has been tried in America and there It has proved 
a failure. 

Let me answer these arguments one by one. Regarding the first, 
my answer is that it is no argument to throw out the proposal of pro- 
hibition, because there will be some or a considerable number of people 
who may commit offences against prohibition. Moreover, educating 
the public to keep a vigilant eye on illicit manufacture will go a great 
way to check it. 

Regarding the second, I admit that there will be. for the time 
being, some loss of revenue to the detriment of the nation-building 
activities of the Government, hut we should at the same time never 
forget that prohibition also is a part and not an insignificant part of 
nation-building and that the major portion of the excise revenue, that 
is, out of Us. 1,60,50,000 more than a crore and a quarter comes from 
the pocket of the common man. Here, Sir, as in no other sphere of 
public finance, the voice of conscience rings loud and clear and asks — 
Is it fair, is it equitable, is it just to tempt the common man to drink 
and then utilise this ill-gotten revenue for the building up of the 
nation P Moreover, in the long run, there is every possibility of 
increased revenue from general prosperity which will follow as a 
necessary consequence of prohibition. In this connection, may I ask 
the Government that if it was possible for the Governments of Madras, 
Bombay, Behar and other provinces with a much larger excise revenue 
to introduce prohibition, what stands in the ^ a .V of the Government of 
Bengal to introduce it here and now. 

With regard to t)i^ thin! argument, I have only to remind the 
Government that if they have afforded to be generously liberal in the 
application ofjthe Defence of India Rules in interfering with the civi} 
liberties of the people, their most precious fundamental rights, they 
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can at least afford to be just in interfering with the liberty of the 
people to do evil — they can, in the words of Rousseau, force them to be 
free from the evils of drink. 

Lastly, it is said that prohibition has failed in America and it will 
also fail elsewhere. Put, Sir, if I have read the history of prohibition 
in the United States of America aright, I can say without the least 
hesitation that the restoration of alcohol and other intoxicants has 
been brought about by those whose pockets were touched. It is on 
record. Sir, what prohibition achieved there and the speeches which 
were heard even in this city from Mr. Pussyfoot Johnson went to show 
that after prohibition in the United States several jails were closed, 
new banks opened and people thrived. 

Moreover, Sir, when 1 think that drink is the parent of many a sin, 
when I contemplate that it has brought untold rnist^ry to millions of 
people of tfcis province, when I recall to mind that it has rendered 
unhappy and desolate many a home where once sweetness and harmony 
reigned supreme, when 1 reflect that it has taken away the only touch 
ot refinement, the only ray of light and the only glow of hope from the 
lives of those that solely need them all, I feel that Government has 
been the worst offender in allowing this evil to continue, and the mem- 
bers <d the Coalition Party abettors in not bringing the Government 
to its senses and making them agree to introduce prohibition. Sir, it 
is never too late to mend ; rather late than never. May I appeal 
through you. Sir, to the memtars of the Coalition Party in all humility 
and with all the earnestness and emphasis that 1 can command, may 
T appeal to them in the name of all that is best and noblest in humanity 
to rise at least once equal lo the occasion and persuade the Government 
to take courage in both hands, and introduce immediate prohibition 
as Madras, Bombay, Behar and other provinces have done and earn 
the blessings and gratitude of ourselves and of generations yet unborn P > 

We, ot the Opposition, have at least the satisfaction of doing our 
duty not in the sense of the father of Mr, Winston Churchill, who once 
said that it was the business of the Opposition to oppose everything and 
propose nothing but by drawing the attention of the Government to 
this evil and by introducing the Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1039. Let the 
Government accept the Bill, and if the Government does not want the 
Opposition to steal a march over them and take the credit, let it 
introduce a Prohibition Bill here and now and support will be accorded 
to it from the Opposition, again in the language of the father of 
Mr. Churchill, not with & kick but with a caress. 

• 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 21,53‘JKK) under the head “8 — Provincial Excise" be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 
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H?rt? JwmftF hot?— hw ot*tW wr, toww*? w cro if*fcHift a cro? 
CTOOT *n*r, TO, *lf*K, *R, !>?*, font? WCOT TOTOTOT TO fTO! 
41 otot fyfac My tot? sTott? wtW> tor? hot cyrroi wfart? 
n wynrc? ot1 $ a$ ot fyft? fo?1 tot? ?t fart tot? $Tw? yrntr Rti 
afrr? SMnr wic* t? wfwwJ? fai; to ai^iwi i fro wft to h^tot Mi 
wto cto fot ah fyfa? c?ot weir wot h cro ott nfy «p^wto to hi 
fro hc, otc, <Trarr wrc? wot c? Uiwrift to to, wfcrofa tot c? wt 

{TWTfrT OTTO *tf«TCI? falT S WTTWT? $*fo 3$fo HRTC? Ijfte HI fW OT 

it wot wiW> «rtyr s$fo Swot? «rt hTot&i ymr Motto? nr tor, 
w& a*ryr cotot hM? fart to?, hot wot ^OTt a$fc wic? w^«i wrc? 
«OT I 

?®M? ot<ch$ afcMs hi? H'rtn^Trt? ottot chwiMot c? wto 
wot ?iot ch$t tot cntTr an to <><wi $*t?t ctoto i towi ot h *ut i 

«nf? to to - pw wot TOtfn otc?, tow ^5 «fryT, *r fart h ot yron 

TOT? $TO R*l fro *$J TORWI, 8ROTWI Cl nflTO ot, «nir fart h ot 
■C/IWI «IHy< WTWl TO TO I WR CTO TOOT TOT?*! WOT? WT?T HOTS M? ’TTyi 
TO? CHTTO CHOTT? ?T?WT OT*F$ TO HI 

TOOT |TO> SfipHT SCOT? CTO CTO «OT H*W TOT? TOT? Mr ?S?T?, 
OT$ OT «WWI OTHRCOT *ftTO5fWtf TO WOT CTOlt TO? a? OT fat?? TOOT 
9 fart TOT? TO& stf??T H I ' OT* OT? TOT WOTfalR $f^CTT C? OT 

HOT OT, ^OTT 5T$fo HOT S?T fart TO WTC?W? WT* WOT? TOTS TOWOT? 

m toc?t wta ?rrrt wot ot, «rreT, *Tfa?, a$f$ hot tot? wtto ^t ?tto? 

<T<WT TO l TOT? WTi^*T TOT «F?T TO^«f ^1 WICIW l WTO **W*t 

4*frr c^w ^?it? tots i Sf^imi w^ qp hot tot? cott? $fa? ws?r 
wrc?w, totcot? w^ «ywr «mr, *rc, s toot c?tc?wi 

OT *fW?? wit ot «rewr $T$?tt? fro wot ot hOT? cto w w hot 

TOT? COTR «OT WWj*t ®M? WS?T ^5 1 

«af? ( 2 ? SOTT en? W C?WICC CTt I Excise Department A? 

administration <5? TOT dCOT CTO COTT TO I ^TO? 6 ! W?^T OTIT TO HS^T? 
WR TOTO A?y? Superintendent ViiOG *W'W $TWfr fagf 

flWRl CT? yWl 0*1? dCOT TOt?-WSR HOT g?TRl? COTOT? HTHC? «(COT a?TO 
W^fOTT CTOtfWRI POT? TOfS TO« WI CTO TOT TOT? COTOT retransfer 
y?T WOTWI Al OT^5 f?TO OT*fCH7fc? CH5 OTT?t A?^I WOT ntWui* OT? 
CTORTOW? CTO-S^ TOW OT? ??T HI TOT? TO If? WOTC* «R TOHtCPt 
I? CTWTWC fWt HT HSIR 5t^l 

Hfa wfwrOT COTOT Pit <Ql OT HRTC? AHT TOW fyfat TOI ?OT 
OTCOT TO? •tfOT? IOTT transfer OT^J WTC? CTO1 TOA? «Clfa OT lt H ^? 
ptci ^<ui< yM hot al hot hrot? afOTi? h to cf&t 

Mr* MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,53,000 under the head 4 *8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 
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Sir, my intention in moving this cut motion is to draw the attention 
of tike House that in spite of Government declaration that they would 
gradually introduce prohibition they have done little, if anything, as 
yet. Government’s failure to introduce prohibition has been defended 
by the fact that drink evil is not so ruinous or so pressing here as in 
other provinces and that the yield for excise revenue per capita in 
Bengal is lower than in other provinces. But in 1937 the Hon’Ble the 
Chief Minister was pleased to declare on the floor of this House not 
only that total prohibition was the ultimate goal of the excise policy of 
this province, but that as a beginning experiments in prohibition would 
be undertaken in one or two selected areas. In 1938 the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister said that he had selected Noakhali mot only for Low 
consumption of liquor but also for other strategic reasons. Next 
Chittagong and then Comilla and then the entire Chittagong Division 
would be tackled. He also said that in October, 1937, he had been in 
communication with the district authorities and had been trying to 
encourage voluntary workers in the work of (tarrying out the policy of 
prohibition and popularising prohibition in the districts. 

It is regrettable that in spite of those assurances, no serious step 
has been taken to tackle this problem. On the other hand, the Licensing 
Board of Noakhali and some public lw>dies of Chittagong, Comilla and 
Dacca have expressed their opinion against prohibition on the Prohibi- 
tion Bill of Rai Harcndra'Nath Chaudhuri. 

Sir, this then has been the result of Government’s attempt at 
popularising prohibition, not to speak of voluntary workers, none of 
whom has been met in any jmrt of the province carrying on prohibition 
work. I am constrained to say that Government have been deliberately 
attempting to mislead the House and the country outside with regard 
to their prohibition policy. 

Three rules are geneiully considered in discouraging ust; of country 
liquors: (1) restriction on sales; (2) reduction in the number of shops; 
and (3) high prices of liquor. It will be found from the Budget 
figures that in 1930-37 the income from this source has been 
Re. 42,81,000; in 1937-38, Its. 52,42,000; in 1938-39, Rs. 55,42,000; in 
1939-40, Rs. 50,75,000; and we expect Rs. 56,00,000 in 1940-41, so 
that there has been increase in each successive year. What then has 
been the value of this restriction? Instead of decreasing the sale they 
havO increased it. I should like to know what stringent measures have 
been introduced by the Hqp’ble the Chief Minister since his assumption 
of office. 

Then, as for the number of shops in Calcutta an(f in jute mills and 
industrial areas, these shops have been steadily on the increase. In 
the whoi$ of Bern gal, out of about 900 shops one or two shops have so 
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far been reduced; but from the very fact that the income from Excite 
is on the increase, it is evident that shops could not have been reduced. 

As for high prices of liquor, from excise reports of last three years 
it will be seen that there has been no increase in the price but a 
reduction ranging from 12£ per cent, to 26 per cqnt. 

One of the conditions of success in any undertaking of this type is 
the possession of self-confidence, which the ministry lacks. And they 
also lack in the ability to foresee the difficulties to be faced and the 
capacity to call into existence organisations adapted to cope with these 
difficulties. Sir, among all provinces of India, Madras, Orissa and 
Bihar have gradually succeeded in prohibition. The most successful 
achievement has been in the district of Salem in the Madras Presidency. 
Of all provinces, perhaps Madras enjoyed the unenviable reputation of 
deriving the highest percentage of its revenues from excise. This 
amounted to 27 T per cent, of the total provincial revenues in 1934-35. 
Then, Sir, among ail her districts, the district of Salem was notorious 
for its drunkenness. When the Congress came into power, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Rajagopalachariar selected Salem for his noteworthy experiments. 
This district was most addicted to drinking. His contention was that 
if he could demonstrate to the world that if prohibition was possible 
in a place like Salem where every village, hamlet and hut had ita 
cluster of palm trees which might be tapped easily for toddy without 
much fear of detection, then it would be easier still to introduce 
prohibition in other places where the conditions of success were more 
favourable. The district of Salem has an an^ of 7,100 square miles, 
and it contains more than 1,800 villages and thousands of hamlets, 
that the population numWrs more than 2A million souls of whom 7$ 
lakhs of people were in the habit of using excise articles, mainly in 
the form of toddy. Enquiries made at that time revealed that the 
expenditure on drink before the introduction of prohibition ranged 
from 24 to 32 per cent, of the total earnings of the addicts. Some of 
the people spent as much as 50 to 70 per cent, of their earnings on 
drink as against 15 per cent, in Britain. These figures alone are 
sufficient to show what a boon prohibition has been to the people of 
this district as also how difficult is its introduction in an area where 
palm trees are to be found in their lakhs. It has further to be stated 
that the excise revenue derived from this district only was a little over 
Rs. 13 lakhs per year all of which had to be sacrificed with the introduc- 
tion of prohibition. If the ministry has any real intention of intro- 
ducing prohibition, they should emulate tlys example of Salem and 
introduce prohibition in the area where people are greatly addicted and 
cot in the place where people are the least addicted. 

With these observations, Sir, I commend my cut motion to the 
acceptance oMhe House. 
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•ir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to say a few 
words oil .behalf of my party on the motions before the House. I hbpe 
I shall not be misunderstood if I express satisfaction that Excise is one 
source of revenue which is showing an^ increase and not t a decrease. 
In 1925-26 Excise revenue amounted to Rs. 228 lakhs; in 1928-29 it 
had shrunk to Rs. 224 lakhs; while in 1938-34 there was a serious drop 
to Hs. 134 lakhs. Since then the revenue has been increasing 
gradually. 

It may be argued that this drop was due to the depression, .and 
contraction in the spending power of the population, but the figures of 
Excise convictions for illicit distillation and smuggling show that this 
was not the case. The convictions in the year 1926-27 amounted to 
1,400, in 1929-30 to 5,757, in 1930-31 to 10,016, while in 1933-34 they 
had reached an astonishing figure of 20,828. 1 think, Sir, that these 

figures will prove conclusively that the depression had not brought 
about any shrinkage in the consumption of liquor, but that illicit 
distillation and the smuggling of cheap liquor had drawn the consumer 
from the Government supply to cheap “fire water.” The Government 
found themselves faced with two very serious problems — u fall in 
revenue and the il I-effects of cheap had liquor. Were these not 
checked, very serious social effects would occur from the consumption 
of bad liquor, while the nation-building departments would be starved 
for the lack ot funds. To counteract this, Government adopted two 
methods — -the introduction of 75 under-proof liquor and the opening of 
new licensing shops in districts and areas where illicit distillation had 
been proved. These measures had their effects in that they checked 
smuggling and helped to increase revenue. 1 must say, however, that 
illicit distillation was only being checked, and the question was whether 
the department had to be provided with an adequate staff at its disposal 
to oontrol and check this pernicious practice altogether. 

The neighlmuring province of Madras has a very large staff of excise 
— 575 sub-inspectors, 221 petty officers and 2,419 peons. Bombay baa 
108 sub-inspectors. 396 petty officers and 1,846 peons. But Bengal 
with a larger area than Bomba \ and an infinitely larger population 
than both these provinces Las only 276 sub-inspec tors, 117 petty officers 
and 965 peons. The other two province** realise the value of their excise 
revenue and this is shown in the collections which in Madras in 1938419 
amounted to Hs. 374 lakhs; and in Bomlmy to Hs. 287 lukhs, while in 
Bengal we only collected ^Rs. 159 lakhs. It might perhaps be more 
easily comprehended if one were to turn this revenue into terms of 
rupees, annas and pies per head of population. In ^hat case it would 
come to this: that Bombay collected Re. 1-7-2; Madras annas 13-7, 
while Bengal with its large population and many needs collected only 
annas 5 - 2 . 
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.Mow, Sir, another argument may be brought forward and that is 
that in Bengal the consumption of liquor is very high and that Govern- 
ment are making a large revenue out of it. This, I maintain Sir, is 
entirely untijue, The consuplJH^m of liquor in Bengal is smaller than 
in the ftther two provinces I have referred to, and if I may be forgiven 
for quoting more figures, I would like to point out that in Madras there 
if one liquor shop for every 28 *8 square miles ; in Bombay there is one 
liquor shop for every 59 j square miles; but in Bengal we have only o)ne 
liquor shop for every 98 *7 square miles. It will be easily seen therefore 
that Bengal is not the drink-sodden province some would like to have 
it. 

Mow, Sir, if I may be permitted to put forward the opinion of the 
European party, it is that they do not consider that prohibition as such 
is the cure. The United States of America tried the experiment for 
a period of 15 years with the result that crime increase^ out of all 
knowledge. The figures, apart from boot-legging, comprising crime® 
of sexual mania, madness and crimes of many other characters, make 
a most appalling record. Madras for the last two years now has been 
trying the experiment of prohibition. In 1938-39 it lost 1W 30 lakhs; 
last year this loss had increased to Its. 65 lakhs. In addition to this 
they were faced with the necessity of considerable increased expenditure 
on their preventive staff for enforcing prohibition. Nor can it be said 
that they have succeeded, as the evasion of licensing laws and the 
imports of smuggled liquor from neighbouring States have reached 
alarmingly high figures. Even if prohibition were feasible, I ask the 
House whether Bengal dare risk attempting it. We have had a series 
of deficit budgets. Our taxation is already at a very high limit, and 
it has been stated that the saturation point of taxation is very meafly 
reached. We have before us many schemes of education, agricultural 
improvements, rural reconstruction and public health — all of them 
crying necessities. Can we, therefore, at this stage risk a shrinkage 
of revenue which will inevitably result if we introduce complete prohi- 
bition? In the United Kingdom many years ago drunkenness was almost 
universal, but with the spread of education, particularly universal 
education, the consumption of liquor has come down steadily. The 
figures to-day com {Hire extremely well with those of even twenty or 
twenty-five years ago. I submit that the correct way to tackle the 
question is not prohibition but education— education of the masse® and 
education of public opinion. Government have stated their policy 
which is maximum revenue w’ith minimum of consumption. They 
have also, as an experiment, introduced prohibition in one district of 
the province. (A voice: W T here?) No&khali. I submit that we should 
give them an opportunity of developing this policy and so long a® 
consumption of liquor is kept within decent bounds — and there is every 
evidence that, this is being done — we should support any mean® of 
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keeping our finances within the bounds of solvency and of utilising 4hq 
revenue obtained from liquor to kill liquor by educating the mantes and 
public opinion. 

Mr. K8HETRA NATH 81 NONA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 21,63,000 under the head “ 8— Provincial Excise” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I touch a point with which we are very much concerned. Gov- 
ernment in former days declared openly that their policy is to give 
licences to the Bengalis generally and not to give them to any outsiders. 
But, Sir, unfortunately after three years of working of the provincial 
autonomy, what do we fiudF After giving such a clear promise that 
licences would not be issued to outsiders, what are they doing now? 
In North Bengal wherefrom the Hon’ble Minister iu charge of Excise 
comes, let us see what he has done. In his own district not a single 
licence for an Excise shop is given to the Jalpaiguri people. In 
Rangpur not a single licence is given to any of the inhabitants of 
Rangpur and in Diuajpur the matter stands jji a worse condition. The 
Hon’ble Minister may remember that only one licence for a ifiunja 
shop — not excise, properly speaking— for which a man belonging to the 
Scheduled Taste wus thought fit u as given. And to make the matter 
worse still after a year’s working, the licence was not renewed to him. 
Tn spite of mv telling the Hon’ble Minister and in spite of my asking 
the Commissioner of Excise, nothing was done. Now, Sir, let me 
speak of my own district, namely, Rangpur. Tn several eases I tried, 
and tried my level best to see that licences for these shops were given 
only to the bond fide inhabitants of the district, not to speak of anybody 
else. 1 do not claim too much for my own community. But to speak 
the truth, one excise shop in Mahimganj was given to Rainsevakram 
and all the appeals and requests that were made to the Hon’ble Minister 
bore no fruit. Recently in Saidpur a shop was given to somebody else. 

I am not going to tell how it was given. In Rangpur. I know that all 
the licences for excise shops are issued to non-Bengalis. One Ramsevak- 
ram, who is u hot favourite, stands first in the district. Another Sham- 
la] Saha, who is the second favourite, stands second, and one Ramlal 
Saha, though not in the list, stands third. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are getting confused between Ramlal and 
Shamlal ! 


Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: This is our misfortune, because 
we are always governed by Ramlals and Shamlals. That is our mis- 
fortune. In spite of all this, what is the Hon’ble Minister doing for 
his own districts He is doing nothing for his district, and for the 
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people of the province. He has been holding the post of Minister for 
three long years and yet he is doing nothing. We have been silent ®o 
long. i,Hii|ht he under som# ^ligation to him and he might be under 
an obligatioif to me. 1 did not ‘speak of these things before the public, 
but it is a mournful tale of ours that we are getting no preference from 
Government in this department also. We are always neglected every- 
where and specially I claim this because the Minister belongs to the 
Scheduled Castes. If he claims to belong to the Scheduled Castes, then 
he has done nothing for the Scheduled Castes. In support of my state- 
ment, 1 would like to cite one instance. Mr. Speaker, Sir, you will 
see how it is done. I shall, with your permission, read the following 
questions and answers: — 

“Mr. Anon. Latik lhs was: Will the Hon 'hie Minister in charge 
of the Excise and Ernest Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a tact that a large number of excise licences 
are issued to non-Bengalis? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pra.sanna J)eh Raikit: Yes, so tar as toddy 
licences are concerned, but not so in the case of other 
licences. 

Mr. Pkamatha Ranjan Thakuh : Is it not a fact that members of 
the Scheduled Castes do not get preference in the matter of 
excise P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Prananna Dkb Raikit: I am not aware of that.” 
This is from a Scheduled Caste Minister who stands up and advocates 
the cause of Scheduled Castes! He does not know w r hat is the position 
of the Scheduled Castes and why (hey are not getting licences, lie does 
not know anything. I ask him to bid goodbye to his present position 
if he cannot do anything for his community and if he cannot do any* 
thing for bis province. What is the use of being a Minister then? He 
is not doing any good either to bis community or to his province, though 
he is getting Rs. 2,500 a month Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is a most 
lamentable tale of ours that everywhere uc are neglected and neglected. 
Government have publicly declared that licences will only be given to 
Bengalis as far as possible, but there is a clear absence of hand fide* in 
the mind of Government. This is a very sad state of affairs. As there 
is still time, I ask the Hon ’hie Minister to retrace and do some jjistice 
to the people of the province and specially the Scheduled Castes people. 
A large amount of money comes from the Scheduled Castes under this 
head. You are ruining your own people at the cost of their health and 
property. But you are doing nothing for their benefit. The majority 
of the income from these licences comes from the Scheduled Castes 
people — Khols, Doms, Mehtars, etc. Rut what are you doing for them? 
You an 1 doihg no good to them. You are giving no preference to them 
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anywhere. You are only asking them to get themselves drowned. 
You are always comparing with other provinces, but you are not doing 
anything. You say that Bengal is very fortunate, Bengalis live in 
heaven, there is no licence difficulty, the people are rolling in luxuries 
and are accustomed to heavenly habits. But this is not ‘the real state 
of things. We live in the mufassal and know the condition of the 
people, how they are being ruined by constant drinking, and thereby 
spoiling their health and wasting their money. You must remember 
that when people are taxed, they ought to get a portion of it back as 
remuneration. This sheer neglect is really a criminal one, and I 
request the Hon’blt* Minister to look into the matter himself. I have 
informed him several times about the difficulties of the people, but he 
never cares to look into them. He merely carries on his duties by 
signing whatever is placed before him. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the policy of excise has been 
thoroughly discussed by various members on the floor of this House. I 
therefore do not like to take any further time of the House by inflicting 
a speech on the general policy of the Government on Excise. But I 
will he failing in my duty if I do not bring certain facts before the 
members of this House. 

Sir, T bring a definite charge against the present Excise Commis- 
sioner of Bengal who is luckily present, in the gallery. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry you cannot refer to any gentleman in 
the gallery. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, i bring this definite charge 
against the Commissioner of Excise, Government of Bengal, who is 
luckily present here to-day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry you are again referring to him. You 
cannot say anything to anybody sitting outside this House. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I would like that the Com- 
missioner of Excise should hear my allegation and I say that he is an 
enemy to the Muslims and Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry that you do not realise that if you want 
to say anything against the Excise Department you have to address the 
House, but you cannot say whether it will be heard or read by the 
Excise Commissioner. So please do not refer to that? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Sir, through you 1 am submitting 
to the House that I bring this definite charge against th«* Commissioner 
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of Excise, and I must say that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department is negligent in his duties in not taking proper care of 
the department. He is being guided by the dictates of the Commissioner 
of Exmsq wjio is a self-willed and impatient man who is running the 
Excise Department. Now, Sir, my definite charge is this : that recently 
four posts of *Superintenden ts of Excise fell vacant. The members of 
this House are well aware that there was a Government circular to fill 
up the vacancy to the effect. There was a referenc^to that circular in 
to-day's unstarred question No. 122 put by Mr. Azhar Ali. As it was 
an unstarred question, I think, I should read out both the question and 
the answer on the floor of this House 


Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you remember your time-limit. 

t 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD. Sir, this is a very important 
matter. The members of the Coalition Party — both the Muslim and the 
Scheduled Castes members — highly resent the action of the department 
in this matter, and they bring this charge against the Minister in charge 
of the Department that he does not himself look after the affairs of the 
department which he should do as a responsible man who has been placed 
at the helm of the affair. 

Sir, I only bring through you to the notice of the members of this 
House the subject-matter of the question referred to above. It runs 
thus : — 

“Is the Hon’ble Minister in (‘barge of the Forest and Excise Depart- 
ment aware — 

(t) that there was a Government circular to the effect that two 
Superintendents and three Inspectors of Excise would be 
recruited from among the candidates sitting for Bengal Civil 
Service Examination ; and 

(tt) that the circular referred to alwve was subsequently cancelled?" 

The answer is to the following effect: — 

“(0 An advertisement to this effect was published by the Public 
Service Commission. 

(m) Yes." 

I ask the Hon’ble Minister to say whether it was he himself who 
cancelled this order or was it the Commissioner of Excise who really 
cancelled this order, (fries of “Hear! hear!" from Coalition Benches.) 
Now what has been done. Four posts fell vacant and two of them were, 
first of all. •g'^n to non -Muslims, that is, I must frankly say, to 
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Hindus. Subsequently, advertisement was made in the paper that direct 
recruitment would be made to the two other posts. That advertisement 
was afterwards cancelled and one man who had been apposed as 
Public Prosecutor, to conduct cases of the Excise Department his been 
given one of the appointments. As far as I know, these appointments 
have been made in supersession to the claims of many Muslim officers 
who have got brilliant records at their credit. 

Sir, I would remind the Commissioner of Excise and also the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department that members of the Coalition 
Party strongly resent this sort of action. (Cries of “Shame! shame V* 
from Coalition Benches.) I also bring it to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Minister that such carelessness will not he tolerated in future by any 
member of the Coalition Party. 


Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, most of the 
members are speaking for total prohibition hut. Sir, we come to know 
from the budget estimate that the total excise revenue of the province 
is about Rs. 150 lakhs per year on an average, whereas the average land 
revenue is Rs. .‘150 lakhs per year. So the excise revenue is more than 
one-third of the land revenue. If the totul prohibition is introduced, 
Government will have to make provision for this umount of Rs. 150 
lakhs hv taxation or by some other means. The j»eople of the province 
are already overburdened with taxes and fresh taxation will not be 
advisable. Moreover, extra staff will have to be maintained for giving 
effect to total prohibition. Total prohibition was introduced in the 
subdivision of Dhanhad excepting Chirkunda thana which is on the 
border of Asansol subdivision, hut the illicit manufacture and illicit 
distillation cases were so numerous that it was very difficult for the pro- 
hibition officers to manage Tn some cases the Excise sub-inspectors , 
and peons were .seriously injured by the consumers. The prohibition 
in other provinces has not been very successful. You all know, Sir, that 
the subdivision of Asansol is full of collieries and there are also a large 
number of industrial factories. Most of the coal-miners are the 
Santhals or other aboriginal tribes who are addicted to drinking of 
pachai ; pnrhm is a cheap drink made easily from rice and is consumed 
by the poor labourers and aboriginals. It is both food and drink. The 
alcoholic strength is very low, viz., 5 per cent., and it has no pernicious 
effect. It is a necessity to the coal-cutters. These shops cannot be 
abolished. • 

As to the granting of licenses of shops I must tell you. Sir, that 
previously the licenses ' of shops were granted by auction 
system. The highest bidders, used to he given the license. 

By taking shops in the highest bid the vendors had sometimes to suffer 
loss and some of them were ruined. They must have some preference 
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when the shops have become lucrative under the fixed fee system. 
There is another thing to note, Sir, and that is that 
there is a certain community who are expert in manufacturing certain 
wine :# that community must have preference. Graduate vendors having 
no knowledge of excise business sit idle with handkerchief in their 
nose. They do not sit in the sale counter or take part in the sale. 
They exploit the Scheduled Caste people who are experts. 

There is a proposal that shops should be 1 settled for three or five 
years. This is almost absurd. I say. Sir, with all the earnestness I 
can command, that this system is absurd and impracticable. Suppose 
a man has got a shop for a limited period and his age for Government' 
service expires, what is he to do after his license goes? Moreover, Sir, 
I say with due respect to the vendors that the vendor will naturally 
try to get as much profit as possible if be knows that his licence is a 
temporary one. 

As to the opening of new shops, the Government opens new shops 
where there is a demand for it, and the shop is sanctioned by the local 
Excise Advisory Committee or the Licensing Board. The new shop in 
most cases checks the illicit distillation and smuggling. Cheapness of 
76 TT.P. is a check on illicit distillation and illicit manufacture. It 
does not increase drunkenness, but checks illicit distillation. 

As you know, Sir, the subdivision of Asansol. is in the border of 
Bihar; the Bihar Government introduced cheap liquor at 4 pice per 
bottle and the sale of packai was greatly reduced. But as soon as there 
was watch throughout the bottler, the sale improved and became up to 
one hundred maunds per month in case of 15 or 20 maunda per month. 

With these words, Sir, I say that the Government should also con- 
sider the cases of Scheduled Castes as my friend has stated and also 
grant shops to those people of this province. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, theie wan a time 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Mr Speaker, Sir, there 
is an amendment in my name. Shall I not be allowed any time to 
speak on that? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, but unfortunately there will be no 
time. I have already allowed four speakirs, and if there was time 
I would have no objection. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In that case. Sir, we 
can continue the discussion to-morrow as mentioned in the agenda 
paper. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: No, we have got to finish it to-day. 

Srijiit NARENDRA HATH DA8 GUPTA: The business will 
continue up to 6th April. Sir, we have oome to represent our consti- 
tuencies. If we are debarred from speaking, it will be useless for us 
to sit here. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I uinnot help that. 1 did sorry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, there was a time 
immediately after I had taken over charge when I used to resent not 
merely unjust and unfair criticism, but even the harsh things that 
used to be said about me and the Government both in and outside the 
House. Time, however, has taught me patience, and I have been 
listening tonight to long speeches delivered by members sitting in 
Opposition in the course of which they have given long catalogues 
of the wise suggestions they have been making for the past three long 
years and the neglect of the Ministers to implement those words of 
advice as parts of their policy and particularly the oft-repeated charge 
that 1 have been making promises which I have failed to fulfil. I 
realise, Sir, that my friends in the Opposition are fully aware that the 
elections are drawing nigh, and they have got to issue their election 
manifestos. I take it. Sir, that these long speeches will be printed 
as parts of their election manifestos and their const itueneies will be 

told that (A voice from the Opposition: This is applicable to 

both sides. ) So tar as 1 am concerned I am not issuing any manifesto 
whatsoever. Whatever 1 have done will he my manifesto. 1 know, 
Sir, these speeches will he delivered as jiarts of their election mani- 
festos to tell their admiring constituencies how they have worked day 
and night and how impervious the ministry has been not to recognise 
the good advice that they have been gi\ing. 

Now, Sir, so far as prohibition is concerned and the excise duty is 
concerned, I have not got much to sa\ . It is all very well to talk of 
prohibition and appeal to people’s sentiments to cloud the issue by 
charging the Government with not having done anything, and paint- 
ing a fanciful picture of the achievements of Ministers in other 
provinces. My friends ought to know that I am a much travelled man, 
and I have been to every province not excepting those which had been 
governed by Congress Ministers till recently, and I can tell the House 
that there is not one single province throughout India which can claim 
to have introduced prohibition completely. {A voice from the 
Opposition: Bombay.) Bomboy made a show by an announcement, 
and in Bombay the prohibition orders were flouted by the people. 
People used. to get into the area beyond the land limit and used 
clandestinely to buy and sell, and very recently orders were openly dis- 
obeyed and when the Bombay Government prosecuted Those persons, 
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tl be prosecution* tailed and the accused acquitted on the ground that 

the Prohibition orders were ultra vires. The Bombay Government has 

bad to appeal against that order and the Judgment of the High Court 

is being awaited. 

» 

Now, Sir, it is not surprising that things should be so. In Bengal 
Prohibition is not so much of a problem as it is in Bombay or Madras 
or Bihar or Orissa or even the United Provinces. No Bengal peasant, 
whether be is a Muslim or a Hindu, ever touches wine — not to talk of 
drinking, and if by any means Bengal could be made free of non- 
Bengalees, the drink problem would cease to exist in Bengal. (“Hear! 
hear!” from Coalition Benches.) It is not the Bengalees who drink 
but the up-country labourers and the aborigines from outside who have 
settled down in Bengal who require these drug shops and liquor shops 
and opium shops. 

Speaking of the Muslims, I may say that it is a part of our religious 
creed to prohibit drinking of wine. One of my friends was telling the 
House that prohibition is as old as a century. I say that prohibition 
is as old as 1-U centuries, dating from the time, when the Prophet of 
Islam proclaimed Prohibition throughout the world. One way of having 
complete Prohibition is by becoming all Muslims, because I believe that 
no Muslim can drink wine. (Dr. Nai/inaksha Saxyai ; Except the 
Nawabs.) Those who drink are not Mussalmans. (‘‘Hear! hear!” 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Now, Sir, to come to the essential points that have been raised, we 
have adopted a policy of caution. We know, Sir, it is no use making 
a show of doing things, not meaning to do anything at all. or knowing 
full well that we will fail, to tell the world that we achieved wonders 
in the course of a limited time. Sir, we began with Noakhali because 
Noakhali has several advantages, and 1 am glad to tell the House that 
the experiment has succeeded wonderfully well in that district. The 
people have co-operated with the Government and have made it 
practically impossible for liquor to he brought illicitly within the 
confines of the district, and we propose to consider now the question of 
extension into the neighbouring districts of Chittagong and Comilla. 

Now, Sir, in the case of Prohibition the one thing that has spot to 
be remembered is not merely the loss of revenue but also the additional 
expenditure that has got to be incurred in order to enforce the laws 
which we may have to enact or the rules and regulations which we 
may have to promulgate. In the case of Noakhali, we had a good 
deal of voluntary co-operation, and if Bengil as a whole would come 
forward to co-operate with Government and minimise the cost of 
protecting the prohibited areas from being contaminated by people 
from those parts where Prohibition is not in force, the problem of 
Prohibition would become so much the easier. And to-day, Sif, tlie 
proposal was*put forward by a member of the Coalition Party that it 
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is ttow ike duty of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League to take u p 
seriously the question of Prohibition. Sir, I wish to bring this matter 
up before the Muslim League, and I expect that with the co-operation 
of the Muslim League and of the people generally, it will be possible 
for us to extend Prohibition with minimum loss of revenue in the 
neighbouring districts of Xoakhali, namely, Comilla and Chittagong. 

Now, Sir, so far as I am concerned, T need not say that it is not 
quite correct to assume that I myself personally, or the Government 
as such, have resiled from the policy to try to introduce Prohibition in 
Bengal. As 1 have said, Sir, when we come face to face with facts, 
new difficulties arise, and at a time when we are hard pressed for 
money in order to meet the demands of administration, it is bad policy 
merely in obedience to sentiments to consent to any measure which 
has the inevitable effect of dwindling down the already dwindled 
revenues of t^ie province. But, at the same time, we do not say that 
we consider the situation as absolutely hopeless. Much depends on 
what the people themselves can do towards inducing people to abstain 
from drink. One way of introducing Prohibition is by persuasion; 
another way is to educate the people and make them understand the 
evils of drink; and it is bv persuasion and by education that more 
progress can be done in this direction than by coercive methods. It is 
a mistake to suppose that Government induce people to drink. Govern- 
ment are doing nothing of the kind. By introducing a licence fee on 
drink they are really trying to minimise the evil of drinking. If we 
abolish the Excise Department altogether and merely proclaim 
Prohibition, it will be found that people will take more and more to 
'drink. It is only because of the licence fee on drinking that free 
drinking has been rendered impossible. Therefore, Sir, instead of 
levelling unfounded gharges against the Minister of Excise, or the 
Government, it is the duty of our critics also to sec that the people are 
induced to give up their habit of drinking. If that is done, very little • 
will require to be done by Government. If people do not drink, the 
evil of drinking will cease to exist ol itself. Unfortunately, however, 
those who drink the hardest are generally the people who shout the 
loudest for Prohibition. (Laughter ) I have seen that those like us 
who never drink 


Mr* 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The best way is to close down 
all the shops. 

The Hon’ble Mr* A* K* FAZLUL HUQs It is not for me to consent 
to anything which may be said at random on the floor of this House. 
Suggestions may be given which will be considered,^ and I can assure 
the House that Prohibition is still our goal, but it is a goal to be 
J$ached by stages. Our step should be slow but stead jP. The beat 
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player is he who does not rush to the goal but goes on quietly 
•unnounting all obstacles, covering every inch, and then when he is 
near the goal shoots and finds the ball actually in the net. 

Now, Sir, I wish to say one thing more about the speech delivered 
by my friend Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood. 

Babu K8HETRA NATH SINGH A: On a point of order, Sir. 
Both my charge and Mr. Mahmood ’a charge are against the Minister 
in charge, and we want to hear him. 

Mr. SPEAKERS That is no point of order. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge entitled not to give any reply? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have not to decide that. Will you please sit 
down ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLIIL HUQ: Sir, it is hither hard for 
an officer to be criticised when he himself is not in a position to defend 
himself, but it is certainly open to any member of the House to bring 
the grievances either of a particular community or of a section of the 
House to the notice of the Minister in charge and of the Government 
generally. And I can assure the House that, so far as we are con- 
cerned, we have received certain representations which will he con- 
sidered in due course, and my friends can rest assured that if there 
has been anything on the part of any officer of the department to which 
exception can he taken, Government will certainly do what can possibly 
be done to rectify mistakes or to redress grievances. 

Now, Sir, as regards my friend, the Hon’lhle Minister in charge, I 
have taken the liberty in saving these few words generally on the 
discussion because, Sir, the time is short. I can assure the House 
that he has been trying his best under somewhat difficult circumstances, 
and although we have not been able to achieve everything within the 
time that has elapsed, we are going steadily forward towards the 
achievement of our end in view. I know, Sir, that my friends want 
to accomplish everything by the end of December, 1941, so that they 
can go to their constituencies with a big list of what has been achieved. 
But the elections are not for giving opportunities to members to parade 
achievements before an admiring public, but the elections come after 
a certain time in order to give the constituencies an opportunity of 
pronouncing their verdict on the work that has been done. There are 
certain things wWh can be done in the course of months; there are 
certain things which take years; and there are certain things which 
take centuries. (Iiai Harkndra Nath CHArmiuRt: And Prohibition 
is one of thfin!) Time speaks for everything, and we have to recognise 
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the fact that different things take different periods of time — some take 
months, some take years and some take centuries, and whatever takes 
months to achieve cannot he completed in the course of a day. And 
Prohibition is one such thing. I hope the House will take my assurance 
that we still adhere to our policy and we are also proceeding slowly in 
the matter. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of information, Sir. 
Through you, Sir, I would ask the Hon’ble the* Chief Minister whether 
he knows that on a Bill moved by ltai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri on 
Prohibition and recently circulated, the Licensing Board of Noakhali 
directly gave their opinion against Prohibition 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It does not arise. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, before going 
into details about the licensing and number of shops in the province, 
and the position ol consumption of liquor and other excisable article# 
here, a few words may be said about the past policy of the Government 
of Bengal with regard to excise matters. 

Bengal, on is well known, is the most populous of all the provinces 
of India, although it#* area is ^mallei than that of several other provinces 
as shown below : 

Area in square 



miles. 

Population. 

(1) Bengal 

77,321 

50 A 14,002 

(2) Madras 

142,277 

46,740,107 

(3) United Provinces 

106,248 

48,408,763 

(4) Central Provinces and Benar 

99,920 

15,507,723 

(5) Punjab . . 

99,200 

23,580,852 

(61 Bombay 

77,221 

17,992,053 

(7) Bihar 

69,348 

32,371 ,434 

(8) Assam . . 

55,014 

8,622,251 

(9) Orissa 

13,706 

5,306,142 


Owing to the existence of big industrial concerns in Bengal, there 
is a large number of up-country people in this province with peculiar 
habits of their own. Calcutta having been the capital of India for 
about a century and a half, many people from othei*parts of India and 
abroad had built their homes and business centres in this province 
which contributed greatly to fhe problems of Bengal in matters of 
excise. The existence of a colony of foreigners like Chiwase, Japanese, 
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Burmese, etc., and Indians like Peshwaris, Marwaris, Gueratis, Siklm, 
etc., renders excise administration in the province far more difficult 
than that in any other province. 


Mr.* MONMOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise on a point uf 
order. The Hon’ble Minister is making a long statement and is reading 
a written speech. But we are anxious to know what he says about the 
charges brought forward by Mr. Singha and Mr. Mai. 

Mr. SPEAlltR: Ttyt is u frivolous point of order which should 
** not have Been raised Let flfe Hon’ble Minister finish, and if he has 
not by that time given a reply, then you can rise on a point of order. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: HaVe patience and 
you will know my opinion on the points. 

c 

Sir, smuggling of excisable articles with Calcutta as the most 
important and Ibiggest centre in India has been an acute problem for 
Bengal, and a constant menace to Bengal’s excise revenue. The 
cocaine evil in Calcutta and its smuggling through foreign countries 
has been a very great problem which the Bengal Excise Administration 
has dealt with for so many years. The smuggling of opium and charas 
from up-country, particularly the former, partly for consumption iu 
Bengal and partly for illicit export to Burma and China, has been a 
great problem for Bengal which no other province has had to deal with 
to the same extent. 4 

Then again, nature itself has been liberal in bestowing the people 
of Bengal with an abundance of intoxicating articles. Bhang grows 
wild in almost all parts of Bengal, tari can !be had everywhere direct 
from the tree. Gan jo. can be grown easily here, pachwai is prepared 
without any difficulty in every home of the aboriginals with common 
rice and yeast, while country spirit can be manufactured easily by the 
crudest method, using two or three dekchis. The up-country coolies in 
mills and factories take churns, bluing and liquor in greater quantities, 
having come from places where these things are easily obtainable and 
having comparatively better emoluments in these factories and mills 
than by other labourers of this province such as cultivators, etc. The 
aboriginals in Western Bengal take pachxcai as their food and drink 
without which they cannot go on. The people of Western Bengal 
generally take country liquor in greater number and quantities than 
Bastern Bengal people. From time immemorial this practice has been 
going on for the people of this part of Bengal to prepare country 
liquor in their homes and the people cannot abandon it even now. 
During the time of the Pujas many people indulge in the liqpor, parti* 
cularly home-made liquor. Many people of Eastern Bengal, specially 
the artisan class and fishermen, cannot do without a smoke of ganjm 
and Sadhus and Sannyasie with their chela* enjoy the smoke very much. 



1948 .] 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS 


m 

Places of pilgrimage such as Nabadwip, Nang&lbund, Sitakuudu, are 
well known for ganja smoking, specially at the pilgrimage season. 
Opium-eating has also been going on from times gone by. It is largely 
taken as a restorative medicine and as a specific for chronic diarrhoea. 
The bulk of the opium is eaten both 4>y Hindus and Muslims alike for 
the above -purposes and very little for the purpose of intoxication. 

As already stated, charm is almost entirely taken by up-country 
people who reside in 'Bengal. As for bhang , most of it is consumed ^ 
as medicine in the form of modak and of the dittle tlj^t is eaten as 
such the greater portion is taken Ibv up^untfy people like^ Punjabis 
and Marwaris in the form of sharbat. ' v 

There were other factors to be reckoned with. There is French 
Chandernagore where excise laws were not strict and liquor and other 
excisable articles were cheaper. The Government of Bihar and Orissa 
followed a liberal policy in Excise matters, making liquor and drugs 
cheaper there. * 

With the position of excisable articles as stated above, the Govern- 
ment of Beifgal followed a policy of, maximum of revenue with minimum 
of consumption, the end in view being to restrict consumption to the 
limit of actual requirements, without stimulating illicit dealings and 
smuggling. This policy went on well and the excise revenue which 
stood at Ks. 1,42,79,986 in 1810-17 rose up to Rs. 22,404,181 in 1928-29, 
while the consumption of liquor, ganja and opium fell from 026,454 
L.P. gallons, 85,990 seerfund 45,109 seers in 1916-17 to 580,804 L.F. 
gallons, 60,099 seers and 09,504 seers respectively in 1928-29. The 
continued policy of reduction of consumption by raising ^ie prices too 
much, however, led to the formation of a strongly entrenched gang of 
smugglers and distillers in this province particularly in the Western 
Bengal, including Calcutta and its vicinity, the mill area. There is 
evidence that these gangs were more highly organised here than else- f 
where (compare Gariahata Case). The root cause of the growth of 
illicit dealers and semugglers is more economic than anything else. 
The higher prices which had been fixed during the post-war boom were 
not reduced with the world depression -in trade which had come in the 
meantime and adversely affected the economic condition of the con- 
sumers, reducing their purchasing pdwer. This compelled them to seek 
for cheap illicit liquor and other excisable articles and, taking advantage 
of the Civil Disobedience movement, the illicit dealers grew up in 
every nook and corner of Western Bengal and some parts in Northern 
Bengal 

(Cries of “Let us take the speech as read” and “Finish your speech 
please” front the Erishak Proja Party.) 

Sir, I appeal to my friend to, listen to me a little further and not 
interrupt me, as I have many interesting things to say. 






Ml\ SPEAKER* I hope the Hon’ble Minister will now try* to finish. 
' 

- Tbs Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANHA DEB RAIKUT: All right, Sir. In 
1929-30 Hhe total number of cases was 5,757, but in the next year it 
was J 0,M(i anft in 1933-34 it swelled up to 20,828 cases, while the 
^cise revenue cams' down as follows 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I move that the question be 
now put. 

ft * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid the Hon’ble Minister must now bring 
his remarks to a close. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Very, well, Sir. 
May I put a 'question to the honourable members and ask whether they 
think that increase in shops, irftrease in consumption means that we are 
encouraging drinking Certainly not, Sir. It is all coming from 
illicit sources, and we are bringing the illicit dealers and customers to 
book. This is our policy. 

As regards Mr. Kshetra Nath Singhn’s grievance, 1 must say that 
it is not possible to give certain percentages to the Scheduled Castes 
people in th^imitter of settlement of shops. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Why not ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If you are not prepaied to listen to the Bon’ble 
Minister, I shall close the debate. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNit DEB RAIKUT • But if there is any 
vacancy the case of the Scheduled Castes ^people is always given a 
•ympnthetie wnsidenation. * 

As regards the allegations made against Ramlal and Shamlal, 
enquiries will be made into these cases. I understand that Ramsarup’s 
oases are under appeal. 

The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Bane^jee that the demand of 
R». 21,53,000 under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was the* put and lost. * 

The motion of Mr. Kshetra Nath Singha that the* demand of 
Rs. 21,53,000 under the head “8 — provincial Excist*’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 wa* then put and lost. 
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The motion of* Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of 
Rs. *21,53,000 under the head “8— Provincial Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 Was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that the demand of Rs. 21,53,000 
under the head ”8* — Provincial Excise” be reduced by Rs. 100 was then 
put and a division token with the following'* insult : — 


AYES — 31. 


AMUMfeir rate**. Mr. MS. 
AkBal Wftfc*. Maatvi. 

AN Hattaia Ivkir, Maalvi. 

Akal Fttl, Mr. MB. 

AalmaBBta AkmaB, Mr. 

•aatrtl. Mr. Satya Prlya, 

Barman, Baka UytaBra Natk. 
Biswas, Mr. taraaBra NMB. 
OfctttapaBkyay, Mr. Rariymfa. 
•htaBhari, Rai Harmitfra Natk. 
Dm, Mr. Maamafcan. 

Dm Bayta. Baka Kfctftatfra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. DhirtMrs Natk. 

Datai, Mr. NaraiBra Natk. 
fauMBal Haaar, Katt 
Bkaaa, Mr. At«f Kris baa. 
QiataBBM AkmaB, Mr. 

Rayta, Mr. A|ak Ckaaira. 


Jaaak AH MaJamBy, MaahrL * 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal WaaBra. 

Matti, Mr. Nikaaja Btkari. 

Maji, Mr. Atfwaita#amar. 

Mat. Mr. itwar OkaaBra. 

MMMhizzamaa IslamakaBi, Maalaaa Mi. 
Maykal Naaaln, Mr. 

MalHck, tfrijat AikatHk. 

Ramltq^BU Ahmttf, Mr. 

Ray OkaaBkary, Mr. BtraaBra Kiakart. 
Ray, Mr. Ohara OkaaBra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 
taayai, Dr. NaHaakika. 

Ikakaiatt, Mr. 

SkamsaBBU AkmaB, Mr. M. 

Mayka, Baku Kikatra Natk. 

Tkakar, Mr. yramatha Raalaa. 

W altar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 


NOES — 73. 


AkBal Nats, Mr. Mint. 

AkBul Nats. Mr. Mia. 

AkBal Hamli, Mr. A. M. 

AkBal NamM Shah, Maahrt. 

AkBal Karim, Mr. 

AkBal MaJM, Mr. SyaB. 

AkBal Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AkBalla-aJ MakmaaB, Mr. 

AkBar RasckM MameaB, Mr. 

AkBar RaaekaaB, Maatvi MB. 

AkBar Raaf, Kkaa lahJk Maalvi I. 

AkBar Raaf, Kkaa BakaBar Ik#. 

AkBar tan ah, Maahrt. 

AkBaa tkakaaB, Maalvi MB. 

Akal Haaata AkmaB, Mr. 

AkmaB, Naaaia, Ar. 

AffataBBJa AkmaB, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
Aakratfaii, Mr. H. 

Aatai Naaaaia Kkaa, Maalvi. 

Askar AH, Maahrt. 

Barat AN, Mr. MB. 

Btrkmyra, tlr Haary, Bart 
Brava, Mr. A. O. 

RfctppaaBMi, Mr. 4 . W. 
etark, Mr. I. A. 

DM, Mr. Aaakat OkaaBra. 

Daa, Rai tafclk KWt Bkaaaa. 

Dan, Dafca Dak aaBr a Natfft. 

MMn ** dmm j# ^ 

Cfl9V| Wfv VpfifnHM* 

FartaB Rata O kaa B kar y, Mr. M. 

Farfmt Baaa Kkaa am, Bagaa^ 


F axial Nat, *kt Haa’blt Mr. A. I 
r axial Qaatfir, Khaa Bakatfur Maaivi. 
flalam larwar Nasalal, Mr. #ak tyvB. 

Stmts, Mr. I. A. 

NatiaBBia OhJttfkarl, Maaivi. 

NaaiiBaBBia Ahmatf, Khan Sahib. 

Masaaasxamaa, Maalvi Mtf. 

NatamaMy Baaiatf ar, Kkaa laklk Maalvi. 
Hawkings, Mr. R.tf. 

HayvaaB, Mr. Raftrt. 

NiaBry, Mr. DavM. 

* IBrti AkmaB MU, Maalvi. 
tfaalmaBBIa Akmatf, Mr. 

^fftMratfBta Kkaa, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
MafctakaBBIa AkmaB, Kkaa BakaBar Maalvi. 
MaaBal, Mr. Baaka Btkari. 

Maatfal, Mr. Jaf at OkaaBra. 

MaatraBBia AkkaaB, Maahrt. 

MarfaBU, Mr. F. 4 . 

MHtar, Mr. 0. 

Mariam AH Maltak, Maahrt. 

Makamau* Altai, Kkaa lafclh Maalvi »ytB. 
MakammaB MBB*aa, Kkaa BakaBar Dr. tfyaB. 
Mvtkk, tka Naa’Mt Mr. MakaaBa Dakary. 
Mafltefc, Mr. FaHa Bvkary. 

NaaBy, tkt Hta'Mt Makarafa OrtaakaaBra i 
SaariaMaaar. 

RaaaraHak, RawakmMa K. 

Baikal, tkt Hta'Mt Mr. Prasaga Dak. 

«ay, #• Maa'Wa iMSIUy *atatf Mask. 

* 
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Salute AMm, Mr. Syai. 
Hl a nMM a A lw it S , Mr. 

•Mia, Mr. I. A. 

Itfkir. Mate SUkaiUaa. 
•BafcaMMa, Mr. KkvMa, M.S., 
•Mar, Bata Utta Rnli 
•ate, Mr. N. inteat 


likrwarly, B» Haa’Mt Mr. N. I. 

Stark, Mr. A. r. 

TaateaSMa Kkaa, tin Maa*Ma Mr. 
TafM Akate Okatekary, Maatvi MaM. 
Wkttaka*, Mr. B. B. 

Yaaaf AH OkaaSkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 36 a*d the Noes 73, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble 'Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut that a sum 
of Rs. 21,53,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — 
Provincial Excite” ^as then put and agreed to. 


adjournment 


It being 8-25 p.m. — 

* ># 

The House was adjourned till 4Ah p.m. on Wednesday, the 27th 
March, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 19,35. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 27th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Azizul Haqub, 
c.i.e.) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers ^d 204 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the fact that we have not had even 5 minutes to go through the 
questions ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: J cannot help it because the Council was adjourn- 
ed .only 5 minutes before. What can i do? The only way out ie to 
have another Chamber for the Council. 

As the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur had an accident yesterday, all 
questions which are to lie answered by him will stand over. 


Employment of Bengalees in the Armed Branoh of the Pelioe 
Department. 

*248. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the years 1936-36, 1936-37 and 19&7-38 
the number of Bengalees in the Armed Branch of the Police Depart- 
ment? 

(h) What steps have the Government taken in the matter of gradual 
filling up of the Armed Branch of the Bengal Police 4*v Bengalees F 

(c) Have Government prepared any scheme to give effect to such 
filling up? 

(fl) If so, what? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir NazifltUfldin): (ay A statement is laid on the table. 

(ty to (d) In 1938 Government ordered that a platoon of Bengalees 
•hould be started in the Armed Branch in one district in each Range. 
In accordance with this order a complete platoon of Bengalees has been 
started in the districts of Birbhum, Murshidabad, Faridpur, Tippera and 
Pabna. Future developments will depend on the experiment in these 
districts. 


Statement referfed'to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 
No. 243, showing number of Bengalees employed in the Armed 
Branch in the if ears 1933-36, 79362)7 and 1937-38. 


Rank. 
Inspector 
Sub-Inspector . 
Head Constable 
Constable 


1935*30. 

1936-37. 

1937*38. 

1 

1 

K 

<*»* 

1 

1 

1 

13 

13 

10 

235 

221 

199 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the gradual decline in the number 
of constables? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is due to the fact 
that a certain number of range-reserved constables were retrenched in 
1937. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if that retrenchment is a temporary one? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This was due to the 

reorganization and accept urn c of the Steven’s Committee Report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any up-to-date report has been received by 
the Government showing the nature of working of these platoonfc? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There has not been 
sufficient time tc obtain a report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether these platoons are placed in charge of 
Bengalees or non-Beugalees? 
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Th* Hwi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T ask for notie*. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow long the experiment will go on? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It all depends on the 
results we obtain. If we get satisfactory results, we will increase the 
number of platoons. It may be possible that there may be an increase 
in the number of platoons next year. 

Clerks in the Tipper a Collectorate. 

•244. Matllvi MD. HA8ANUZZAMAN : Will the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the Tippera Collectorate for the present time — 

* • 

(o| the names of all (1) upjier and (2) lower division clerks; 

( b ) the number of them that are (H Hindus and (2) Muslims; 

(c) tliq dates of their np}>ointments ; and 

(d) the pay each of them is drawing at present? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN (for the Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department): («), (<•) and (d) A statement 

furnishing the information is placed on the Library table. 

Upper division. Lower division. Sub-grade. 

(b) Hindus ... 14 42 8 

Muslims ... 8 47 9 

Clerical strength in Land Acquisition offices, Calcutta. 

•245. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR : (a) Will the non’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Dei>artment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately — 

(i) the numlier of — 

(1) Clerks, 

(2) Supervisors, and 

(3) Process-servers 

in the offices of the Land Acquisition, Calcutta; and 
(it) the number of theft that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, 

(3) Muslims, and 

(4) Other minorities? 
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(b) If the number of hands in the above office from the Scheduled 
Castes is negligible, what steps do the Government propose to take to 
ihe increase of their number of the said office ? 

The Hon’bJe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (for the Minister in 
Oharge Of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT): (a), ( i ) and (ii) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The appointment of members of the Scheduled Castes will be 
made in accordance with the Communal Ratio decision. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) ( i ) and (ii) of starred 

question No. 245. 

(1) Caste Hindus 

15 

Scheduled Castes 

Nil 

Muslims 

.. ‘ 11 

Other minorities 

Nil* 

Post vacant at present 

1 

Total 

'27 

(2) There is no post of supervisors. 


(3) Caste Hindus .. 

6 

Scheduled Castes 

Nil 

Muslims 

3 

Other minorities 

Nil 

Post vacant at present 

2 

Total 

11 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if those 27 appointments were 

made after due 

advertisement ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise 

as these refer to 


past appointment only. 

Movement of Co-operative Marketing of Jute. 

*246. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department aware — 

(i) that during the year 1924 the Government started a Co-operative 
Jute Sale Society at* Sarishabari in Mymensingh; 

(tt) that by. the year 1927-28 there flourished as many as 10 
societies; and 

(ns) that in the year 1930 these 'societies were wound up by the 
Government? 
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(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for winding up those societies? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of launch- 
ing a movement of Co-operative Marketing of J ute at this period 9! jute 
trade P 

MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Muliick): («), (i) and (in) Yes. 

(it) 13 Co-operative Jute Sale Societies were in existence in 1927-28. 

(ft) The societies were wound up because they were incurring losses 
year after year and were unco-operative in character in that they did 
not deal with their members’ produce but purchased jute in the open 
market like other trading firms. 

(c) No. 

. 

Suspension of tour work by Inspecting Officers at Mymensingh. 

*247, Mr. MANOMOHAN DA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that in Mymensingh all the 
Inspecting Officers of the Education Department have suspended their 
tour work for months together? 

(ft) If so, what are the reasons? 

(o) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the suspension of their tour work has been detrimental to 

the interest of the public education of the district, specially . 
where free primary education is in vogue ; and 

(t i) that the public have thus been deprived of getting expert opinion 
of such officers? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action he 
proposes to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in ehargo of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tha 
HOft’bk Mr. A. K. FazIu^Huq): (a) and (ft) No. Tour work was 
not suspended but curtailed to some extent owing to paucity of funds 
for travelling allowance. • 

(<?) No. 

(d) Steps are being taken to provide increased allotment. 
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ftctistioc cf High English Schools for boys ml girls in Bengal. 


•24$. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ip charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the present 
number of High English Schools for — 

(a) boys, and 

(h) girls 
in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZ^UL HUQ: (a) 1,236 and (h) 74. 
Inoreeso in rates of passes issued to labourers for use of Reserve forests. 

•248. Maul ana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (a) Is 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department 
aware — 

(i) that before the yeai 1916 the labourers could cut and gather 

bamboos, fuels, Sangrass and graze their cattle in the lleserve 
forests by taking an annual pass at annas 12 only; 

(it) that at j*reaent separate passes are required for separate 
purposes; and 

(Hi) that these passes issued for annas 8 are valid tor 15 days? 

( h ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take to mitigate 
these grievances? 

(c) If no action is intended to be taken, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the F0RE8T and EXCI8E DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a), (>) and (it) 
Yes, so far as the Reserved forests of the Chittagong Forest Division 
are comferned. 

(tti) The rate of fortnightly permit for removing daily one load of 
shoulder-borne bamboos, except umbrella sticks and Bariala bamboos, 
is annas 8. 

(/>) As oom pared with the rates in force in other parts of Bengal, 
the rates of royalty on forest produce in Chittagong are abnormally loir. 
It is not proposed at present to make any reduction. 

(c) The ueed preserve the forests in Chittagong for the benefit of 
present and future generations is the reason. In 1916 the forests were 
in process of rapidly disappearing owing to excessive grazing and cut- 
ting and thitt process had to be halted. 
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Rcmistitn of rents to Kheo Mahal tenants in 8arafvip, Hatiya ml 
Ramgati Circles, Noakhali. 

*250. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately for each circle, and for the years 1937-38, 
1938-39 and 1939-40, the amount of rent remitted to the Khas Mahal 
tenants of the Sandvip, Hatiya and Ramgati Circles in the Noakhali 
district P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (for the Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department): A statement is laid on the 

table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 250. 


Sandvip Circle 
Hatiya Circle 
Ramgati Circle 


1937-38. 
Rs. a. p. 
17,450 4 8 
05,111 0 1 

31,088 0 10 


1938-39. 
Rs. a. p. 
38,284 0 4 
30,111 15 O 
14,349 8 5 


1939-40. 
Re. a. p. 
165 6 0 
18,686 6 9 
14,875 14 1 


Travelling allowance paid to officers in connection with Cossaibari 
Co-operative Croup Conference. 

*251. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge oi the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a tact — 

U) that a Co-operative Group Conference was held at Gossuibari 
on the 10th March, 1939; and 

<ti) that all the officers including about 18 peons of the Bogra 
Central Bank attended the conference? 

(5> If the aoswer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’hie 
Minister he pleased to state what was the cost of the travelling allowance 
paid to the officers? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 

fact that all the Inspectors of Co-operative Societies, all Auditors of 
the Central Banks in Pabna and Bogra were also invited to attend the 
conference? # 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie Minister Ik* pleased to lay on the table a state- 

ment showing *the amounts of travelling allowance drawn by all the 
officers who attended the conference? • 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount allotted for the travelling allowance of depart- 
mental officers for the current year in the division (Pabna- 
Bogra); and 

(it) the expenditure before and after the conference under that 
head? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) Yes. 
(ii) Two Directors and the officers of the Central Bank except two 
Supervisors attended the conference with their peons whose number 
was 11 and not 18. 

(b) Rs. 96-12-6. 

(c) All the Inspectors and 12 out of 19 Auditors attended the con- 
ference. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) ( i ) Rs. 11,000. 

(ii) Spent before the conference Rs. 7,871. 

Spent after the conference Rs. 1,128. 


nent referred to in the 

reply to rlau.se (d) 

of starred 

question 


No. 2nl. 





Rs. 

ft. 

Assistant Registrar 


... 11 

3 

Divisional Auditor 


... 10 

9 

Inspectors (7) 


... 74 

0 

Auditors (12) 


... 59 

9 

Staff 


... 36 

0 

Peons 


... 27 

0 


Total 

... 218 

5 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Application of tha Defence of India Rules in Bengal. 

126. RAI HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’hle 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons have been — 

(?) arrested, 

(ii) restricted in their movements, and 
(«?’) otherwise dealt with; 
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(6) how many — 

(t) meetings, and 

(*t) processions have not been permitted or prohibited; and 

( c ) the orders that have hitherto been issued on newspapers, 
under the Defence of India Rules in this Province? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) 535. 

(tt) 59. 

(in) The question is vague and the information sought, therefore, 
cannot be supplied. •> 

( b ) (i) 61. 

(«) 11 - 

(c) 21 . 

8ekander Beal in the Khas Mahal estate of Khanjanpur. 

127. (han Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to the 
reply given to the supplementary question to clause (// > (tii) of starred 
question No. 91 on the 26th February. 1940, will the ITon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state — 

(a) whether tin- enquiry was made; and 

(b) what was the occasion for the inquiry? 

. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN (for the Minister in 
oharge of the Revenue Department): (a) Yes. 

(b) The enquiry was liejd in connection with a petition filed before 
the Khas Mahal Manager stating that the settlement holder had been 
digging ditches in the Sekander Reel. 

Postponement of realisation of settlement cost in Kurigram subdivision, 

Rangpur. 

128. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the agricultural people of Jatrapur and its neighbouring 
viauzas in Kurigram |>olice-station in the subdivision of 
Kurigram did not receive fair prices for their jute crops ; and 

(it) that their jute stocks passed out of their hands before the 
Jute Ordinance was promulgated? # 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
oonsider the desirability of postponing the realisation of the settlement 
oost in that area? • 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN (for the Minister in 
eharge of the Revenue Department): («) (?) No. 

( ii ) Small quantities of' jute had passed out of the hands of the 
agricultural people before the Ordinance was promulgated. 

( b ) All irrecoverable demands below Rs. 10 in each case due from 
tenants have been remitted. As regards realisation of other demands, 
discretion will be exercised in applying coercive measures according to 
the circumstances of each case. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased- 
to give us an approximate idea as to the quantity of jute that passed 
out of the hands of the agricultural people before the Ordinance was 
promulgated ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable mem. 
her ought to be able to judge what is meant by “small quantities’’ of 
jute, taking into consideration the total quantity of jute grown in 
Kurigram subdivision. We have got no actual facts. I think, it is 
about 25 per cent. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answer (b), will 
the Hon'lde Minister be pleased to give an idea of what sort of 
discretion will be exercised in applying coercive measures, as indicated 
in the answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question is too vague. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: In the answer it is given “discretion 
will be exercised in applying coercive measures according to the 
circumstances of each rase." What is meant by “coercive measures”? 


Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 think that is loo general a term. That means 

measures which are provided under the Revenue Code. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

specify it ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot be done until specific cases arise. 
That is proWematic. 
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Dietreos cf people of 8erejganj subdivision due to failure of orope* 

130. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — • 

(i) that on account of the last flood there has been a failure of jute 
and aman paddy crops in the Kaijuri, Sonatuni and Gharjan 
Unions of Shahzapur and Chouhali police-stations in the 
Serajganj subdivision of the Pabna district; and 
(it) that distress is prevailing in those three Unions? 

(b) If the answer to L/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to state what step> the Go\ eminent propose to take 
for the relief of the tenants? 

The Hon’bl. 8ir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Appointment of Committees or Commissions by Government sinoe the 
1st April, 1937. 

131. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hh Minister 

in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from April, UM7, to the latest available date — 

(/) the names of the various Committees and Commissions, other 
than the Committees of the Legislature, appointed by Govern- 
ment from time to time, together with the names of the 
mem hers of each of them ; and 

(it) the number and dates of meetings held by each of such Com- 
mittees and Commissions so far? 

(b) Has any report been received fmm any of such Committees and 
Commissions up to date? 

(c) If so, the <iate or dates when such report or reports were received? 

(d) What action, if any, has been taken by Government on Buch 

reports. 

(e) What are the total expenses incurred so far on each of such 
Commissions or Committees? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoti’Ml Mr. H. 8 . Suhrawardy) i A statement is laid on the Library 
table. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA SAHYAL: With reference to the Committee 
of Enquiry regarding industrial survey for which Rs. 38,000 appear to 
have been spent, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why only 
six meetings were held in the course of December, 1938, up to date 
and what steps are Government proposing to take to expedite the 
work of that Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I am only respon- 
sible for collecting the figures and placing them before the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You will then have to address it to the Minister 
in charge. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what measures have been taken by the Finance 
Department to see that the expenses are kept within reasonable limits 
and the sittings of the committee are not unnecessarily prolonged? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think any department can do it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : It is impossible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is the Finance Department’s 
responsibility to see that expenses do not rise ilnnecessarily. 

With reference to the committee about improving Madrasah educa- 
tion, here also the same question arises. It appears that no report 
has been received as yet. The committee first met in August, 1938, 
and nearly Ks. have been spent. I am only addressing the 

financial question to the Hon’ble Finance Minister and probably other 
Ministers present might also , take note of it. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what measures are being taken by the 
Finance Department to see that the expenses are kept within reason- 
able limits ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The expenses are 

incurred according to rules in existence, and if the rules are conform- 
ed to, the Finance Department will have to pay the bills. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any budget prepared in connection with or 
on account of the meetings of these committees so that the Finance 
Department may keep an eye or control over the expenses in connec- 
tion with these committees ? 

Tht Hoii’Jbla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No separate budget is 
prepared for each committee. 
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Or. NAL1NAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister^ be 
pleased to state if Government are considering the desirability of 
obtaining from each committee an estimate of probable cost before 
they agree to permit the committee to draw on public revenues ?• 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: No, Sir. I do not 
think that is necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons why a healthy control over expenses is 
considered T>y the Government to be not necessary in these eases ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I hope, Sir, that the 
Minister responsible for each committee will exercise a healthy control 
over ihe expenses. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to Land Revenue 
Commission, for which it appears that nearly two lakhs of rupees 
have been ‘spent, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
total expenditure has been sanctioned or approved of by Government 
in connection with this Commission? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 think that can be 
found in the budget. 

‘Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: So far as the budget is concerned, 
in the first year we had a certain sum specified, but in the subsequent 
years no mention specifically has been made. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, there is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is on commissions as a whole. 
There is no specific mention on this item. In the budget only a parti- 
cular year’s probable expenditure is given. I want the total amount 
estimated to be spent for this Land Revenue Commission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There is no such total 
amount, but I believe there is an item in the budget on special com- 
missions of enquiry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I tlfink if you have got the answer to your 
previous question, you have got the answer to this question also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAt r . But this question is that I want 
to know* the particular amount allotted for that particular year. What 
is the total assured amount proposed to be spent on this Commission 
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wffich hag been spent and going to be spent in the current year or 
probable expenditure in the coming year and anything that might be 
dragged on for the subsequent year or years. I 9 there any estimated 
amoupt ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I am not aware of the 

fact whether any estimate has been prepared. 

Expenditure on Commutation of pensions. 

p* 

134. Maulvi MOHAMMAD MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister iu charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing, \ ear by year, for the period from 1933-34 to 
1939-40 iij> to date — 

(a) the amount paid for commutation of pensions; and 

(b) the amount given to — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Caste Hindus, 

(4) Anglo-Indians, 

(5) Indian Christians, and 

(6) other communities? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) The amount paid for 
commutation of pensions from 1933-34 to 1939-40 up to date is shown 
below : — 



Rs. 

1933-34 

... 4,22,418 

1934-35 

... 5,17,945 

1935-36 

... 13,00,116 

1936-37 

... 22,32,770 

1937-38 

... 8,77,388 

1938-39 

... 13,19,941 

1939-40* 

... -11,23,164 


*Up to December, 1939. 


(b) I would request the honourable member not to press for these 
statistics, which can only be collected after considerable trouble and 
expense. I would like to assure the honourable member that the religion 
of the applicants applying for commutation has no bearing on the 
amounts paid. 
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imHttitMm banned by Government Ni Faridpur distriot. ” 

135. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the 
names and addresses of the institutions in the district of Faridpur which 
are still now under ban by Government orders from functioning together 
with the following particulars: — 

(1) the respective dates of those Government orders; 

(2) the respective charges against those institutions; 

(3) the nature of such articles belonging to each of those institu- 

tions as have been seised by the police ; and 

(4) the manner in which those articles have been disposed of? 

(b) Have the Government reviewed the cases of those institutions 
during the current year and considered the question of removing the 
ban on any of those institutions ? 

(c) If so, when and with what result ? 

(d) If not, h ave Government considered the desirability of reviewing 
those cases and removing the bans? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (1) A statement con- 
taining the names and addresses of 13 banned associations of Faridpur 
district is laid on the Library table. 

.(2) The charges against them are stated in the following notifica- 
tions : — 

No. 2336-P., dated the 12th January, 11)32. 

No. 3312-P., dated the 28th January, 1932. 

No. 8288-P., dated the 3rd March, 1932. 

Copies of these notifications are also laid on the Library table. 

(3) and (4) The information is not readily available. 

(b) to (d) The reasons for imposing the ban still exist and in war 
time I do not feel justified in withdrawing the ban. The question of 
reviewing these cases now does not therefore arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
(o), will the HtmTde Minister be pleased to state whether it is a facfc 
that several books belonging to the Birendra Library of Palong w'ere 
seized as having been objectionable? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I refer the 
honourable member to mj' answers (3) and (#) — information is not 
readily available. • 

7 
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Hr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWAB: Will tie Hon tile Minister be 
plealed to state whether it is a fact that some books alleged to have 
been objectionable were seized 1 from the Birendra Library and those 
books # were distributed by the police to the neighbouring schools to be 
kept in their respective libraries ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the information that has been 
obtained from this question, Government thinks it desirable to form 
an enquiry committee to enquire into these allegations? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, I regret 
Government do not think any committee of enquiry necessary. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answers (b) 
to ( d ), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the 
reasons for keeping the ban still in force? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 refer the honourable 
member to answers (b) to (</). 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The reasons have not been 
made clear, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sure if you hammer it for one hour you 
won’t get a more clear answer. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the fact that the persons for whose 
fault these institutions were banned have assured the Government that 
they do no longer maintain the policy of violence, the Government 
would remove the ban ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Even after the 
honourable member had corrected himself, viz., after saying “that 
they had given up” he corrected by saying “they assured the Govern- 
ment,” even that improved statement is not correct. Neither have 
they given up nor have they assured Government. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BI8WA8: Is it not a fact that in releas- 
ing the detenus of the locality, the Government proceeded on the 
that these detenus were no longer maintaining the policy 


proposition 
of violence r 
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Tili Hon’bto Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN* Nothing of the kind. 

Sir. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether Government have got any information with 
regard to any overt act of violence in the quarter in which these 
institutions exist? 

Tha H0fl 9 blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that there is plenty of underground activities going on in that quarter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state what is the source of the information from which 
the Hon’hle Minister says that there is plenty of underground activi- 
ties going on # in that quarter? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The usual source of 
information that is obtainable to Government. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Foroad labour of undor-trial prisoner! in hajato. 

•234. Al-Hadj CYASUDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURIl (a) In 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(t) that under-trial prisoners in hajats are forced to work in jails; 
and 

(it) that accommodation and dietary arrangements of many hajat$ 
need improvement? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of letting off the under-trial prisoners from 
work and making provision of better arrangements for them? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) ( i ) No. 

(it) Accommodation is in some cases inadequate. The dietary is 
considered satisfactory and the health of prisoners does not suffer from 
it. 

(b) It has not yet proved possible to improve accommodation in sub- 
jails for want of funds but proposals have been considered. 
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Results of Bengal Civil Service Examination held hi February, 1S39. 


•230. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether the results of the last Bengal Civil Service Examination 
held in February, 1939, has yet been published? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the number of Muhammadan students who have 
passed the examination do not come up to the communal ratio? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the number 
oi Muhammadan students who have secured qualifying marks? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government in their communique, dated the 
9th August, 1939, regarding communal ratio in the public services 
have laid down in paragraph 6 that if in any competitive, examination 
the requisite quota of qualified candidates be not available in any 
community the posts reserved for that community thus left unfilled 
shall be filled by qualified candidates of other communities? 

(/) If the reply to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether qualified students from other communities 
are available to fill the vacancies which will be left unfilled for want 
of qualified candidates of the Muslim community? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, on the 22nd 
February, 1940. 

(b) Docs not arise. 

(c) to (/) The honourable member is referred to the reply to the 
starred question No. 153 given on the 29th February, 1940, and the 
statement made in repl\ to the supplementary questions in that 
connection. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which arowers were laid on the table) 

Daooitics committed during the last five years. 

119. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing for each of the last five years ending 
with 1939 — 

(t) the number of dacoities committed; 

(ii) the number of such cases investigated; and 
(in) the dumber of cases that ended in conviction? 
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TIM Hsn’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on 

the Library table. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to refer to the figures given in the statement and 

state how does he account for the rise in the number of daooities from 
623 in 1937 and 574 in 1938 to 767 in 1939 ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: There are many reasons 
for this rise in the daeoity figures. It is difficult to enumerate them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say why dacoities are committed. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hon*blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Economic depression in 
particular districts sometimes affect the number of dacoities. Statistics 
will show that economic depression has a great effect on dacoities. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to refer to the figures given in the third column 

of the statement and state how is it that only so few cases end in 
conviction Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Because they were so 
well defended. ! ( Laughter. ) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Apart from t he 
impromptu reply given by the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister, there are 
also certain cases which are still under consideration, C./ 7 ., cases in 
course of trial. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : But every year there is an 
increase in the number of such cases. In 11)37, 118 cases ended in 
conviction out of 623, in 1938 only 133 cases ended in conviction out of 
574. and in 1939 only 126 cases ended in conviction out of 767. 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult to 
procure good evidence. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that in spite of 
the so-called figures of investigation more than 60 pej cent, of the cases 
go undetected? 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it fill be found 
*0 not only in most provinces of India, but all over the world. 
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ffaf HARE NORA MATH CHAUDHURI'. That is no justification. 

The Hpn’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is usual; we can- 
not do. anything out of the ordinary. * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that Bengal suffers most from dacoity of all the provinces of 
India ? 

Tha Hon’ble IChwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not agree with 
that. 


Observance of Id prayer by prisoners in Kurigram Sub-Jail. 

120. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether the 
Id-uz-zoha prayer was observed in the Kurigram Sub-Jail? 

(b) If so— 

( i ) who led the said prayer; 

(it) whether he got any remuneration ; and 

(tit) if so, how much and from what source? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) Maulvi Muhammad Ibrahim, Imam of the Kurigram Court 
Mosque. 

(n) and (Hi) As usual a conveyance allowance of Be. 1-8 has been 
sanctioned for payment to him, the sum being met from the contingent 
grant of the sub-jail. 

Enforcement of communal ratio decision in appointments under the 
Court of Wards. 

125. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) With 
reference to the reply to starred question No. 57 on the 8th December, 
1939, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government have come to a decision with 
reference to the application of communal ratio in the offices under the 
Court of WardsP 

( b ) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Minister been drawn to the 
recent ruling of the Hon’ble High Court reported on pages 1212 et teq 
of the Calcutta Weekly Notes, Volume XLJII, No. 44, dated the 18th 
September, 1939? 
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Thi HtA’bfe Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDQtN: (a) It has been decided 
that the communal ratio decision will not apply to Estates * services under 
the CVmrt of Wards but that instructions should be issued that the 
principles of that decision should be applied as far as practicable in 
making appointments to such services, and that for the purpose of 
checking the extent of that application, returns should be submitted by 
the Estates to the Special Officer, Communal Ratios, for examination. 

(b) Yes. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read out the following message from the Bengal 
Legislative Council : — 

“The Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 27th 
March, 1940, agree to the Bengal lute Regulation Bill, 1940, without 
any amendment.” 

(Cheers from the Coalition Benches.) 


Short-notica question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have tabled 
a short-notice question on a very important and urgent matter, and I 
realise that on account of the absence of the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
this matter could not he takeii up yesterday. As this relates to the 
Corporation elections being held in a peaceful atmosphere, may I appeal 
to the Hon’ble the Home Minister to see that lie can in the course of 
the day arrange to give a suitable reply to this question, because after 
to-morrow when the election will he held the purpose of the question 
will be completely gone. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have seen the 
short-notice question, and I accept it in this particular case. But 
unfortunately I am not in a position to give a reply to-day. This much, 
however, I can say that every step will be taken as far as possible to 
ensure that there is no disturbance of the peace and that the voters are 
allowed to exercise their franchise without any coercion from any side 
whatsoever. But it is impossible to guarantee that there will be no 
breaches of the peace. The matter rests more in the hands of the 
electorate and the general public than in the hands of the police. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I know, Sir, if instructions 
Lave or are being issued to the police to take no sides and to observe 
absolute impartiality in the matter of maintenance of peaffe? 
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Tht HOfTbU Khwaja lir NAZIMUDDIN: I may inform the 
honourable member that GoTemment officers never take sides in any 
election. The insinuation is unjustified. 

Maillvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; How did the Faroqui case 
crop up? 

Mr. SPEAKER! Now, there is one thing I should like to know, 
7.c., about to-morrow’s sitting. If we can make some arrangement, 
we can have either a late sitting to-morrow or a long sitting to-day. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Long sitting is impossible to-day, 
because there will be greater necessity of visiting the voters in connec- 
tion w r ith the election. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If the Opposition wants 
a holiday to-morrow*, w r e have no objection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, we don’t want a holiday. 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think that a request 
of this kind ought to come 1 from the Opposition Whips. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: 1 agree that opportunities 
should be given to the members of this House to exercise their franchise 
to-morrow, and a sitting later in the evening will be more desirable 
than the ordinary sitting at 4-4f) p.m. 

Mr. Khawaja 8HAHABUDDIN: My friend Mr. Gupta and myself 
had a talk about it, and after discussing the subject we found that the 
only way in which we could avail of this opportunity was not to hold 
any sitting to-morrow. Hut Mr. Gupta could not agree to it, and we 
thought that in that case we had no other option but to go on with it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: W e may sit as usual at 4-45 p.m. to-morrow. 

Mr, «IOCE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: If the Government party do 
not agree to a later sitting 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the time of polling? 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Polling will be over by 6 p.m. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why not sit to-morrow after G p.m., aay, at 
G-30 p.m.P 

(Cries 6f “No objection” from the Coalition Benches.) 
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Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Prayer time will 
intervene. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Many questions have been held 
over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is arranged that we sit to-morrow* at 
6-30 p.m. and continue till 8-30 p.m. In that case the prayer time will 
be over by that time. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

42— Co-operation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the (iovernor I hep to move that a 
sum of Its. 1"), 20,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “4v — - 
Co-operation.” 

Sir, in presenting this demand to the House T desire to indicate very 
shortly the steps that have been taken in furtherance of the policy of 
consolidation of the activities of this department on the one hand, ami 
of expansion on steady and cautious lines on the other. While I pre- 
sented my demand to the House last year under this head, I submitted 
to the House some of the steps that had already been taken, and I will 
not be justified to repeat them. 1 am not only sorry, but am surprised 
as well, to find from the cut motions, of which notice has been given, 
that they relate to some of these subjects w*hich were discussed in detail, 
on that occasion on the floor of the House. It will, therefore, be # 
necessary to point out to the House even at this stage that the depart- 
ment have really taken steps with regard to some of these matters and 
that the misapprehension indicated through these motions is not well 
founded. I should not, however, be justified in anticipating my 
honourable friends and that I must wait till l hear from them, as to 
what further criticisms they have to offer, with regard to these matters. 

It will, however, be my duty, in case any misapprehension is expressed, 
.to remove the same in my reply at the end of the debate. 

One of the difficulties which stood in the way of a proper deve- 
lopment and sound working on healthy co-operative basis was the want 
of a proper and trained staff. We have now got a fair staff and have 
also been able to put the existing staff through training. It is hoped 
that with the training, both of theory and practice, of the principles 
of co-operation the officers will be able to apply themselves more use- 
fully to introduce a healthy spirit of co-operation in the'tninds of all 
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<jo-oporative society members, including those of village primary 
societies, in order that they may act in the very best way not only to 
Temove their difficulties but also to increase their resources. 

On, an earlier occasion, I mentioned that to put the accounts of all 
the co-operative institutions upon a proper check and in sound order, 
it was necessary that the audit should be separated from the general 
supervision. One can easily realise the difficulties that an officer had 
while he was called upon to audit the accounts of a Central Bank along 
with his work of general supervision. The matter was examined in 
sletail, and it has now been possible after we have taken our officers 
through the training to do this. The Audit Department has now been 
placed under the Chief Auditor and with the little money that I have 
■asked for his office staff, he will have his own staff to pursue the work 
of audit, as distinct from the other branch. We have already put a 
number of trained officers in charge of this audit work under the Divi- 
sional Auditors and so far as the Central Banks are concerned, we can 
now say that the audit is separate from general supervision. 

The position is, however, entirely different when w'e come to think 
of the thousands of village primary societies. Although the principle 
has been kept in view, it has not lieen possible in practice to apply the 
fiame with respect to these societies. Again, the activities of these 
societies are not of Mich a complicated character as would call for an 
immediate application of this principle. 

So far as the question of expansion is concerned, we have been able 
to organise about 7,000 new r societies to make credit facilities on short 
term basis available to about 14 lakhs of new members. There may 
Ik* apprehension in some quarters that this has been a bit hasty, 
but I can assure the House that although the number looks a bit large, 
the position of each one of the members of these societies was examined 
before tbe societies were registered and before credit facilities were 
mude available to them. Again, a strict rule was followed inasmuch 
as the amount of credit made available was kept within the normal 
-credit conditions of each one of these members. I shall indicate in a 
minute the marvellous effect that has been produced on the movement 
as a result of this step. 

Honourable memtars of the House will remember that a very heated 
debate was raised last year over the subject of supplying rural credit 
when it w T as said thut for various meavsures, rural credit had shrunk to 
a considerable extent. In my reply, I pointed out the steps that had 
already been takeu by Government and those that were proposed to be 
taken in future. ' I said that Government w r ould take such executive 
action as might be w’ithin their power to assist the banks in maintaining 
efficient management and further that if the action indicated did not 
attract fresff deposits to supply the minimum need for short term ciedit, 
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Government would help to such an extent as may be necessary and as 
may be justified by the economic assets and circumstances of the 
societies and their members. 1 mentioned among other things that 
new societies would have to be formed for that purpose, and I have 
indicated a moment ago the number of societies that have been formed 
already. 

Sir, my esteemed colleague the Hon’ble the Finance Minister while 
presenting his budget estimates for the coining year made a mention 
of the steps that had been taken by Government to implement the pro- 
mise that I gave last year on their behalf as a result of which Govern- 
ment for the first time in the history of the co-operative movement in 
the province came forward with direct financial assistance to the tune 
of 13 £ lakhs of rupees advanced to the Provincial Co-operative Bank 
in order that the latter might supplement its own finances by this 
assistance to be able to supply this credit to the village society mem- 
bers through the Central Banks. I am sure the House will be glad 
to know' that although the date for repayment of this sum is not yet 
due, practically the whole of the amount has been paid hack. 

I have indicated a moment ago that the result of the credit facilities 
has produced marvellous effects upon the movement, for, as a result of 
this, a new' ’life has been given to it and members have felt that the 
Government of the day will really look after their wants when neces- 
sary. The House must have listened to the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
when he observed, “The favourable returns that the agriculturists 
have received from their staple crops since the outbreak of war in 
Europe will, we hope, relieve them from the necessity of having recourse 
to loans for agricultural purposes <luring the coming year and the pro- 
vision on this account in the Loans and Advances section of the esti- 
mates for 1940-41 has been limited to the normal precautionary 
provision of Rs. o lakhs. If, however, the occasion demands and the 
Provincial Bank is unable to meet the requirements from its own 
resources, Government will approach the House for a supplementary 
grant, and I am certain that the House will not grudge it.” I do not 
think any further assurance from me is necessary. 

At the same time I must maintain that I do not consider that cheap 
credit facility is always desirable. Again, credit facilities through 
co-operative institutions must always be for productive purposes. Even 
though for various reasons the credit facilities in this province for 
the last few years were not so cheap and ready and even though the 
people had to pass through various difficulties, I feel that these have 
not been absolutely without their effects. For if they have done nothing 
else they have at least put a check upon the unnecessary and reckless 
habits of borrowing of our people, most of whom are illiterate aud 
ignorant and that they have been taught the lessons of thrift and 
economy. * 
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Tlie department have exerted themselves to take steps for the purpose 
of increasing the resources of the members of the societies. I men- 
tioned last year about the fisher y societies and the sugarcane-growers’ 
societies that had been organised and the results have been extremely 
satisfactory. In the current year paddy sale and supply societies on 
a larger scale have been organised in the district of Dinajpur where 
the members are not only assured of a fair price, but have earned a 
net profit of 0 annas more per maund of paddy. An orange-growers’ 
society has been organised at Kalimpong with good results to the 
members. 

The real problem that is facing us to-day is the rehabilitation of 
the movement by putting the societies on a sound working basis so 
that all these co-operative institutions may earn the confidence of the 
public in order that they may not only function as the means of supply- 
ing credit to the members, but that they will be able to pursue co- 
ojierative principles for the proper application of the credit facilities 
for productive purposes and to find good market for their produce. 
From this point of view the department have organised mtilti-purpose 
societies in some parts of the province and for the other a scheme has 
been drawn up which is now under examination. The point has also 
been hinted at by the Hon'ble Finance Minister in bis speech. 

The question of rehabilitation was discussed at a conference of officials 
and non-officials at Delhi in December last which was opened by the 
Hon’ble Kunwar Sir Jagadish Prasad, a Member of the Viceroy’s Exe- 
cutive Council, in charge of this department, along with Education and 
Health. Although this scheme as drawn up was not placed before the 
conference, the discussion that took place there and the resolution 
ultimately adopted indicated the main outline of the scheme. It is 
hoped that when this scheme takes shape, the movement will be able 
to get rid of the present stagnant condition which is worrying us all 
and will cater to the needs of the innumerable masses in the rural area. 

The House will realise that for the purpose of supplying credit on 
a long-term basis, I propose to establish five more land mortgage banks. 
There are already five such banks functioning in the province, and 
although the business of these banks did not reach the fullest expecta- 
tion to be wholly self-supporting, it must be admitted that they have 
proceeded on very cautious lines and that up till now there had ‘prac- 
tically been no occasion to invoke the application of the Public Demands 
Recovery Act. These are mainly for the consolidation of old debts of 
the rural masses as also for helping them to have more lands and to 
improve old ones for the purpose of increasing their income. Although 
it has not been possible to go forward at once with the establishment 
of a larger number of such banks, the demand for which is really very 
keen, it is designed that the area of operation of these banks including 
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the existing ones will be extended in such a way as people living iu 
areas beyond one subdivision will get full benefit out of them. 

Sir, I do not think I should take any more time of the House, and 
with these words I put my demand formally before the House for its 
acceptance. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA 3ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 15,25,000 under the head ‘*42 — 'Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 1(H). 

I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 15, 25, 0(H) under the 
head “42 — Co-operation" be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of these two cut motions are to raise discussions on 
the failure of Government to formulate and initiate a comprehensive 
scheme for rehabilitation oi the credit of the Co-operative Credit 
Department and to ensure improved facilities for rural credit, and 
further to draw attention to the maladministrations of the Co-operative 
Department and failuie to check corruptions in the co-operative 
societies. 

Sir, year after year, session after session, we have been trying 
to emphasize on the Government the urgency of measures for the 
improvement of this most beneficent department of Government. 
Two and a half years ago when the first budget was under discussion, 
I had a note circulated and 1 made some pointed reference to 
allegations of corruption in the department and suggested the appoint- 
ment of an enquiry committee to investigate not only into the 
definite charges brought to light from time to time, hut also to 
find out ways and meaus for establishing rural credit, lu that 
connection, Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister was good enough to 
assure the House and us with some amount of touching personal 
note that he would do everything possible to make a thorough 
investigation into the working of the Co-operative Department and 
assured the House that so far as he w T as concerned, “I can say,” these 
are his words, “with a certain legitimate pride that co-operative 
societies are nothiug new to me, nor am I unacquainted with the 
intricacies of co-operative societies. I will personally look into the 
cases that have been mentioned. I will try to get further particulars 
from pay friend. If a prima facie case has been made out, a committee 
will certainly be appointed.” He further added, “If it is found that 
some kind of investigation*has got to be made and a drastic step has 
got to be taken, it will be done.” 

Sir, since then two long years and a half have elapsed. From time 
to time on th$ floor of this Rouse and outside in the columns 
of newspapers specific complaints as well as general complaints 
have been made, and it was not long ago — it was only yesterday — 
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that an estimable member of the Coalition Party himself drew atten- 
tion to certain instances of maladministration in the district • of 
Bogra. I submit, with no heat from the party point of view, for the 
consideration of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister if he would yet step 
in and intervene in a matter like this and try to set things right in 
order to save the rural population of Bengal and see that the entire 
rural credit does not go down any further as it has already gone down 
sufficiently low. 

Sir, the defects and the drawbacks of the co-operative movement 
in Bengal and particularly the drawbacks of the department in charge 
have been many and varied in character. Some of these defects 
are defects of administration; some of the defects are defects more 
fundamental, ?.c., defects of policy. There have l>een complaints 
made that the department had so far failed to fonnulate any com- 
prehensive policy, both with regard to new societies as well as 
old and existing societies, to stabilize the position of the old and to 
formulate new schemes, for the proper functioning of the rural 
agricultural societies. There has been no scheme so fa^ and the 
want of policy in regard to rural credit has been one standing scandal 
in this province; for all other provinces in India have from time 
to time formulated schemes and have been steadily pursuing those 
schemes with energy and perseverance which can only be emulated 
with advantage in Bengal. Sir, just to curtail the time of the 
House I would merely mention some of these drawbacks without 
elaborate details, because some of these have been mentioned in the 
Press, in the columns of the Amrita Bazar Patrika , in the columns of 
the Baauirmti and other papers, and there have been also numerous 
questions asked in the House from time to time from which honourable 
members could find the real state of affairs and the details. These 
defects have been as follows : — 

(1) Want of policy regarding rural credit in respect of old and new 
societies. 

(2) Inefficiency or negligence at the top. 

(3) Delay in disposing of cases. 

Our esteemed countryman, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu, several 
years ago drew attention to the large heap of files of papers lying in 
the Co-operative Department unattended to for months and for 
years, and at that time he also drew pointed attention to what he 
called the “department-in-law,” that is *the Co-operative Depart- 
ment, because there had been so many officers who were there due 
to relationship with either Hon’ble Ministers or high officials. That 
state of affairs still continues. 

Then, Sir, (4) there is the failure to publish the annual report 
in due time. The 1937-38 report is still not available. The 1938-39 
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report can, of course, not be prepared if the 1937-38 report has 
not been prepared yet. Then, Sir, (5) we noticed delay in putting* 
into operation the staff reorganisation scheme and the trainings 
scheme, (6) inability to separate the Audit Department from the 
Administration Department and from the control of the Registrar — a 
healthy reform which has been demanded from all sections of the 
House and from all sides both official and non-official — and yet I 
do not know why there is such an inordinate delay in separating the 
Audit from the ordinary administration of the department. (7) 
Thereafter there is the question of strangulation of the Bengal Co- 
operative Organisation Society and the formation over its ashes of 
wffiat they call the Bengal Co-operative Alliance. . (8) Complaints 
have been made also about the mismanagement of the Provincial 
Co-operative Bank, (9) about the irregular and spasmodic measures 
for establishing new* societies, (10) about the irresponsible manage- 
ment of central banks leading to the freezing of assets and 

failure to meet the liabilities of the depositors, (11) flhput the* 

corruption and nepotism in the matter of appointments, posting of 
officers and promotions, and (12) about defalcations, mishandling of 
funds and the like. Catalogues of lists of defalcations have been 
presented to the House. Assurances were given by the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge, 2J years ago that each one of these cases would 
be looked into and the results of the enquiries would l>e communicated. 
Nothing has been done so far. 

Then, Sir, to crowm all, (13) there have been a number of ill- 

conceived new’ societies, societies not mainly for the purpose of 

extending co-operative credit, but mostly for arranging quick pay- 
ment or giving out of agricultural loans. I was informed that 
nearly 6,300 agricultural loan societies were formed in the course of 
two months or so last year. There have also been (14) improper 
and ineffective utilisations of the funds provided by the Central Govern- 
ment for co-operative training and education and for rural development. 

Reverting back to maladministration of the staff and maldistribu- 
tion of the officers of the department, it is understood that the 
original intention of Government was to have 1 Inspector for a 
certain number of societies and 1 Assistant Registrar for a certain 
area. We find instead that nearly 8 Inspectors are roaming about 
in anti near Calcutta and many of them are found to be engaged in 
arranging parties and dinners and such other celebrations for and on 
behalf of the department. # The discontent and dissatisfaction amongst 
the staff is colossal as a result of patronage ^ and nepotism. 
Naturally those officers who are faithful and able feel that injustice 
has been done to them, and they are thoroughly discontented at the 
present moment. And there is, to crown all, (15) ^ complete 
deadlock and stagnation in the rural credit arrangements. This 
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admitted in a note circulated confidentially by the present Registrar 
about the proposals for the rehabilitation of the agricultural credit, 
movement and for providing further credit facilities to the agri- 
culturists. Sir, the failure of the movement is ascribed bv the 
0 * 

Registrar of the department to Certain causes. The most important 
of these causes mentioned \Sf him is the economic depression and 
much has been made by the Hon’ble Minister-in-chargC “about this 
alleged economic depression; and every year we listen v io certain 
amount of comments about difficulties due to economic degression. 

I may point out to the Hon’ble Minister that the economic expert 
•of th% Calcutta University — I mean the Min to Professor of Economics 
— who made a thorough study of the co-operative problems has prac- 
tically laid bare this charge. He has demonstrated to the satis- 
faction of everybody who would like to have an independent 
judgment that the economic depression as a cause is a complete bogey, 
so far as Bengal’s co-operative movement is concerned. The 
depression in the co-operative movement set in long before the advent 
of economic dlpffession. Economic depression lias only given a handle 
to the department to* cover up the sins of omission and commission 
'whicli wenT continuing for years and months. 

The Second cause mentioned by the department is the policy of 
the previous Government. I think that for a Government department 
to lay blame bn u previous Government is something which, to 
say the least, is most ungenerous. I have never heard of such things 
being mentioned by any responsible officer of the State. 

The third cause stated is the inefficiency of non-officials in the 
management including, of course, honourable non-officials like our 
esteemed friend, Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, who lias been connected 
with the movement for n long time. Then, Sir, a funny statement 
has been made in this confidential note that due to Proja movement 
great difficulties are being experienced; the Proja movement of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq, t He Thief Minister, has been ascribed as 
one of the reatbns 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid. Ur. Sanyal, before you refer to a 
confidential document, you have to place it before me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Sir, 1 will not refer to it 

Then, Sir, the Proja movement is considered to have created a 
feeling of no-pavmemt of dues in the agricultural areas as a result 
whereof the co-operative societies along with many other institutions 
are suffering. 

Another reason stated is the high rate of interest and also weakness 
in the moral side of the movement. Hera I must admit that our 
Registrar r has really struck at the most important point, and he 
kas stated the position frankly and openly. There is an admission 
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and in this there is the real clue as to which direction we must 
now direct our attention to improve the morale and the working of 
the entire Co-operative Department. He says that our cultivators 
and people in general have not been sufficiently educated to appreciate 
the value of the co-operative movement and the moral side of it. 
The real bj«is of co-operation in this province has been wanting. I 
will come to that later an, if I have feigie enough. The effects of 
the Bengaf Agricultural Debtors Act, the inadequacy of the financial 
provision by the Government ami the inadequacy of the powers of 
the Registrar under the present Act, have l>een, among other reasons, 
stated by the Registrar, and the department has also suggested and 
practically adopted certain remedial measures so far. Among 
these remedial measures has been the so-called policy of consolidation 
involving liquidation of bad societies, reconstruction of other 
societies, remission of overdue interest, reduction of rate of interest 
and speedy collection of loans. There have been departmental officers 
engaged in or appointed to help, like durwans^ii* Collection of 
dues of thf central banks. An enquiry was undec^akeft by* Mr. Porter, 
the then Joint Secretary of the department, and as ^ mmlt of 
that certain realistic basis ior accounts of central hanks was proposed 
to be adopted which, however, could not unfortunately be carried 
out later on. A change «**,the policy of central banfce was however 
introduced in that they ecfuld not advance loans on long terms, but 
would have to confine their loans to short terms only. 

. A scheme tor the training of eo-o|)erative officers has also been 
suggested as one of the remedial measures, and with some partial 
success arrangements were made for the adoption of that scheme, 
although belated 

Then, Sir, the strengthening of the stafl was another measure 
which was mentioned by Government two years ago, and after some 
amount of delay, some strengthening has been effected recently. 
Drastic reconstruction measures with a view to i^lyce the old 
liabilities are now considered to be the only other measure that has 
got to be undertaken; and with that end in view', Government or 
rather the department propose to have a del>enture loan sch<*me, and 
on the basis of such debenture amount that Government would be 
prepared to raise - 

The Hoft’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; On £ point of order 1 , Sia 
That report is confidential and has not yet been considered by the 
Cabinet, ami I do not think hiv friend is entitled to s»\ that any 
scheme is under consideration. ' M 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I, for the information 
of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, stale that this scheme of jhe depart- 
ment. has been discussed in a confjerauoe in Madras in October, 

8 * j 
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1939, where members of Government and also non-oflicial members 
were present and the scheme has been circulated widely and # is in 
possession of many persons 

• - 4 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAlLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
referred to what Government ^proposed to do^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have not committecf govern* 
menU, The department has proposed to have a debenture scheine and 
if Government is prepared to sanction the amount of money tbe^ 
would like to have, a large amount nearly 4 crores of rupees — a little 
over Rs. 3$ crores — is likely to be raised on the credit of the Pro- 
vincial Uo-operulive Bank 


The JHon’ble M r. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A comment like that 
will prejudice* tJBe whole scheme. May I point out to (he honourable 
member that, that b only a suggestion of f lie Co-operative Depart- 
meut^-it may tie mollified, it ma\ he that th^^vhole Assembly will 
have to take this scheme into consideration; — but if my friend criticizes 
that proposal adversely, the whole proposal may become unpopular 
and unworkable. ^ 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 would like to tell the Hon'ble 
the' Thief Minister that it is not my purpose to talk ill of the scheme, 
liecause I have found in the scheme many valuable possibilities, and 
I do admit frankly that, if properh worked out, that scheme may 
he the basis for a certain amount of health v reorganization. I can 
assure the JTon’ble the Chief Minister this much, so that he may 
not worry about the criticism which I may make only with a view 
to see if things are managed in the proper way. I am offering my 
observations now, because, we on the ^Opposition may not and wiy 
not"h&ve any opportunity of helping Government in regard to the 
scheme or schemes that Government might formulate later on— — 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not worried, but 
#thef people might be worried. It is for them that I have spoken. 
1 am worried at nothing. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, may 1 know if the worry of 
ihe Hoft’ble Chief Minister is a point of Order? 


Mr. BREAKER: That is not a point of labour either. (Laughter.) 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AiTd tq crown all, the sugges- 
tion of the department is to have greater pawer given to the Registrar 
and a Fo-operative Bill, drafted ink 193t>, before the present Govern- 
ment stepped in a#d finally^given shape in 1937 before the Hoa'ble 
Minister had time to look into the^dtfairs of the department,* was 
introduced in the House and referred *o a Select Committee. The 
Select Oonyuittee have reported on the Bill and it now awaits discus- 
sion. #4 * * 

These are the sum total of schemes for the rehabilitation of the 
moveiup&t that have been presented by the department so far. I 
>ubmit ftr the consideration of the House if it would be possible for 
the Government or tor the House to agree to un\ large commitment 
before a thorough investigation has been made into the affairs of lie 
whole department and particularly into the allegations made from 
time to time on the floor of the House aad outside. The most important 
thing in this connection, I submit with all the seriousness that 1 can 
command, is to establish public confidence in the department and no 
stout* should he left unturned to re-establish that Confidence once 
more * 7 ** 

(Here the honourable membei reached the time-limit and was 
allowed two minutes to conclude his speech.) 

Sir, I have m> own idea about remedial measures. The most 
important of these is tfte appointment oi a suitable person as Registrar. 
After all, as the Hon* hie ex-Finance Minister explained to this 
House, the working of a scheme, however well-planned it may 

he, depends upon the man who is asked to execute iliut scheme. 

Let us have that type of man, that type of a Registrar the 

qualifications of whom have been stated from time to* time by the 

Maclagan Committee, by the Royal Commission on Agriculture, and 
even by the Agricultural Credit Department of the Reserve Bank of 
India. 1 would also like the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in this con- 
nection to examine very carefully tin* possibilities of utilising other 
sources than the co-operative movement for strengthening and improving 
rural credit. I have got an important hook, Sir, not written any 
Hindu economist but by a Muhammadan economist, a Professor of the 
Osmanio University. Dr. Iqbal Quoreshi, a book on “State Bank for 
India.” This Dr. Quoreshi is a doctor of the Dublin University and 
an M.Sc. in Economics of the London University. He* after a careful 
study of the state banks and land mortgage credit banks in Australia, w 
New Zealand, South Africa ^bd United States of America, has suggested 
that the only way to improve rural credit in this province appears to 
be by the establishment of state banks, not state banks where political 
interference in day-to-day administration will be permitted, but state 
hanks with expert management with certain amount of reservations in 
the management. This he has recommended. I commend this book 
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lot the consideration of the Chief Minister and the Miniate* fjb charge 
of Rural Indebtedness and to the members of the Coalition Party, I 
submit that in order to examine tile whojs scheme for rural credit, let 
us not have any party bias in this connection. I appeal to the Hon’ble 
the 6hief Minister, let him keep t#phis promise, let him not merely 
convert the debates and discussions in this House into mere unreal talks 
as has been the case on man^oceasions, and let him not confine himself 
merely to giving flowing promises and then not following them after- 
wards. 

(The member at this stage having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

* Wf. W. C. WORD8WORTH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a humble 
worker in the field of co-operative credit, I should like to make a few 
observations, and my observations will be of an entirely different nature 
from those that we have just listened to. I wish rather to pay mv 
humble tribute both to the Minister and to the Registrar, and with the 
Registrar to his department and office, for the hard work they are 
doing on a* very difficult matter; with them I should like* to associate 
hundreds and thousands of unpaid workers in this province who are 
doing their best for co-operative credit and who are again and again 
attacked in bitter language. 

I have heard a friend rejoice that he -belonged to two of the only 
three classes that receive public sympathy in Bengal lie was both 
a tenant and a debtor. When I spoke to him about co-operative credit 
and told hii^ of the tens of thousands of institutions through which 
he might ulso have joined the third class, the favoured class of 
borrowers, in, such a privileged manner that if ever anyone was bold 
enough speak to him about, repayment he could get someone to stand 
up in this House or in another place and speak of tyranny and want of 
co-operative spirit, be declared himself astounded, and said that he 
felt like the soldier who firing his musketry course at Bisley missed 
all the targets. 

There is a great deal of good work being done in this province. 
But It is quite' right,, it is quite correct, that, there is a great deal that 
lms to be |>ut right. We are working steadily towards a better state of 
affairs, and I think in our Minister and in our Registrar we have men 
who are not sparing themselves, men who do not deserve anything of 
*. the hard language that has been hurled at them this evening and hurled 
at them in all the years that I have been in this Council and Assembly. 
*So I am going to suggest that we take a little more generous view tbiB 
evening and thank tjtem for their work. The reasons why I say this 
are tfyese. ’ 

My first, reason is that all their faults and many more faults than 
they coufd possibly think of have been discussed again and Again. 
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They hate heard it all, they know it all, the reporters know it all, 
and a change will be salutary. 

My second reason is, thab4hings are getting better, that the peasant 
in these better times that have come for him is beginning to liealise 
his obligations in a way that maytseefii to be unsatisfactory to a number 
of members of this Legislature. He is beginning to pay up his dues 
to the societies and to other creditors, and 1 think we should not say 
a word or lift a finger to prevent him doing this. We have talked a 
great deal in recent years of scaling down debts, and now he is 
beginning to scale down his debts in a way that we did not imagine 
would ever happen. 

The third reason is this, and it has already been referred to. We 
are nooii to have a big Bill on which a number of members of this 
House have w'orked hard for the last two years. In an hour’s discus- 
sion we can do little, even in the use of abusive adjectives. But when 
we have a Bill that will last a foitnight or three weeks, then we can 
take off our coats, tuck up our shirt sleeves and wade into the Bill, and 
if we like # wade into one another. That will he an opportunity for 
discussing, approving, condemning, altering and revising the whole 
system of co-operative credit in this country. It is a Bill that aims 
at revising the present Act in the light of about dU years’ experience, 
and, 1 lepeat, a large number of members of this House have worked 
hard on it. Apart from that many jnjople who are not members of this 
House and who have worked hard 1 * for co-operative credit, that is to 
say, who have worked hard to help the peasant and take capital to him, 
have also voluntarily come forward and put their experience, their 
time and their thought at the service of the Minister for this Bill. I 
therefore suggest that anv grievances against the department, and 
against the Minister, might convenicntH wait until that opportunity 
when we shall have larger dimensions of time in which to deploy our 
forces if we feel (‘ailed on to do that. 

The peasant is now by his own action unfreezing the frozen stream 
of which members have spoken in thi* House for the last three or four 
years. The co-operative credit movement "'is once more beginning to 
be a movement. The money is coming back, and it comes back only 
to go out again; if we can keep this process going, a great ileal of the 
evil, a great deal of the inconvenience of which we have heard so much 
will automatically disappear. But let us remember that we are always 
working under the handicap of a wrong word. Our co-operative credit 
as we work it in India is ndl co-operative credit. It never has been co- 
operative credit. It is a contrivance for giving capital to the peasant 
in an easy way with a little pretence at being co-operative. If it were 
properly co-operptive^ the peasant, would not be in the advantageous 
position at any time 4>f -being able to say “no” when creditors and 
societies tried to coiled* their debts. We may remind «>ne anothei? once 
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again that the whole tendency of opinion in this province for the last 
few years has been to encourage the peasant to be lax and dilatory in 
his duties to them. We have heard this evening that the economic 
blizzard is not the explanation of the peasant’s troubles. I dissent 
entirely from that point of view. "'The economic blizzard, strengthened 
by the general feeling in this country against landlords and creditors 
and lenders, has had a great effect on the peasant. But he is now 
acting as he should, despite, I think, endeavours to make him act 
otherwise, and he is beginning to pay back his dues. He may be doiug 
this under some kind of importunity, but we know that co-operative 
credit societies can hardly work otherwise than through importunity. 
There are no big sticks whereby they can coerce their debtors. So long 
as the money comes back, I think the co-operative societies everywhere 
will be satisfied; the Registrar will smile; the Minister will smile; 
(Laughter) and the emotion with which the money is paid is of no 
concern to those who get it. After all, every proper man pays money 
out with reluctance. There is a proverb: “The fool and his money art* 
soon parted.” It is nowhere said that a citizen and his money are soon 
parted. 1 have never heard it said that an Englishman and his money 
are soon parted (Laughter) and no one has ever breathed a suspicion 
that a Scot and his money are soon parted. (Laughter.) So long as 
we part with the money, the emotion that accompanies the parting is 
no concern of the business world, and as human beings with a little 
taste sometimes for the study of psychology we may agree amongst 
ourselves that a man who is not capable of emotion is not capable of 
being a good citizen. 

I therefore end. Sir, as I began, by saying that the Minisler and 
with him the Registrar of the department have done very fine work 
indeed. And we must remember that this movement, apart from general 
supervision and advice, is mainly a movement of non-officials. I believe 
some members think that tin* whole construction of co-operative credit 
is u Government responsibility, and we see suggestions that Govern- 
ment should come to the rescue with official capital. (Dr. N u.lvaksiu 
Sanvai. : Extension of service is assured!) That may be necessary 
some day, but we should consider this carefully before we accepted it 
as a satisfactory solution of our difficulty. Some sage — I do not 
remember his name — wrote that if you can escape from a flood by 
swimming, it may be doubtful wisdom to attempt safety by clinging 
to a tiger’s tail. (Laughter.) So long as you can manage by private 
enterprise, I think co-operative credit is better for it. 

Khan Sahib HAM.IDUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while 
opposing the cut motion of Dr. Sapyal, I feel it my duty to express 
my views about the responsibility of the Government for arranging 
credit facilities to the rural people. r 
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There is no gainsaying the fact that all our schemes will primarily 
and ultimately depend on the financial improvement of our masses. 

The measures which have already been passed and are contemplated 
for the amelioration of the condition of rural Bengal such as concilia- 
tion of debts, Money-lenders Bill, Primary Education Act! Jute 
Regulation Act, Regulated Market Bill, the Bengal Tenancy Act and 
the like, must eventually rest on the arrangement for supply of money 
to the people in general. 

It must be admitted that certain measures which were urgently 
necessary to be adopted for temporary relief to the indebted agricul- 
turists have affected the rural credit to a great extent and, as a result, 
money has become shy in the countryside. 

Improvement of the economic condition is also needed for paying 
education cess and for providing achool houses by the public. 

Regulation of jute cultivation and raising its price cannot be made 
successful unless the needy cultivators are supplied with cheap credit 
facilities. 

We cab not expect nor can we force the starving agriculturists to 
wait and withhold their jute for a better market unless we tell them 
that arrangement has been made for meeting their necessary expenses 
for the time being. (Dr. Nalinaksha S\ny\t. : Your Minister says 
that it is bad!) 

Short-term loan is an indispensable need for the cultivators for 
growing their crop, as for instance, for purchase of cattle, seeds, etc. 

In the absence of credit arrangement, reckless sale of land very 
often at a lower price and to the non-agriculturists will become 
inevitable. 

The result will be disastrous. The needy cultivators in no distance 
of time will turn into landless bcggais. 

It is therefore incumbent on the Government to provide credit 
facilities to the people and the only way to do it is to expand co- 
operative banking in villages. 

Much has been said about the crisis of the movement to which it 
has reached now, but we are to remember that the time has changed 
since this movement was inaugurated in 1905 and reorganised in 1912. 

The co-operative societies and central banks were at that time to 
compete with individual creditors, which factor has now become almost 
absent from the scene. • 

I do not deny the fact that there has been some want of confidence 
in tbe central banks bv the depositors and for the matter of that in 
the movement as a whole, but that is due to the policy of directing the 
(piovepienT djb a wrong line. 
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So long the department was mainly and perhaps exclusively con- 
cerned with the credit side of the movement without giving any 
^attention to the improvement of the economic side at all. 

If the department is thoroughly overhauled and both the credit and 
economic sides are developed with equal care and attention, I do not 
think that there is any risk of this movement coming to a crisis. 

The confidence of the depositors can only be restored if Government 
gives guarantee to their money. 

This will not, as I foresee it, involve the Government ultimately in 
any financial f^sponsibility actually to be redeemed, as the entire rural 
assets will be pledged to it. The Co-operative Bill which is on the 
anvil gives sufficient power to the Government to deal with delinquent 
individual societies and strong safeguard against Government guarantee 
being abused. Government cannot shirk the responsibilities of provid- 
ing credit facilities to the agriculturists after having killed other 
sources for it. 

It is these agriculturists in Bengal that constitute the State and 
the assets, whatever they are, are the assets of the State. 

it is they who produce money and distribute it to different branches 
of supply of revenues, and the State is morally bound to nurture them 
properly. 

From the report received it appears that the latest short-term loan 
granted to the agriculturists through the Co-operative Department has 
been realised to the pie and this is really encouraging. The scheme of 
advancing money for short-term through the department should be 
expanded so as to meet the actual needs. 

Last year's grant benefited only a small portion of the people. 

The arguments of the Hnn’ble Minister that there will be less 
demand or no demand this year on account of rise of price in jute 
which is said to have improved the economic condition of the raiyats 
is not at all correct, because it is a patent fact that the price went 
high so late in the season that not more than 10 per cent, of the 
growers qould derive the benefit out of it. 

The growers did not anticipate this abnormal rise, nor had they 
any means to withhold the commodity. Huge amount of the money 
that has come to Bengal on account of the war demand has gone unto 
the pockets of the middlemen. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed 
to continue for twp minutes more.) 

I can say it from my own personal knowledge of the countryside 
that the demand for short-term loan will be much largrf 
The issue erf debenture which is necessary for long terirfonsdil ahd 
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regulation of jute sale by starting co-operative sale societies has become 
all the more urgent at the present time. 

Fixation of minimum price of jute or any attempt to raise its price 
presupposes some arrangement for meeting the combined attempt of 
the purchasers for baffling the same. The above facts and circum- 
stances will, I believe, justify my proposal for starting of land mortgage 
banks in each subdivision for supplying long term loans, advance of a 
crore of rupees for short-term loan through co-operative societies to be* 
started in each union, establishment of co-operative jute sale societies 
in jute-growing areas and issue of debenture but for JJfhiek all our 
anxiety to give relief to the agriculturists will be of no avail and the 
ameliorative measures already passed will be infructuous. We have 
become tired of hearing of the preparation and consideration of 
schemes; the people are no longer prepared to be satisfied with sweet 
words and hopes of schemes, but they want something tangible and 
that immediately. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this evening 
1 would like to say only a few words al>out the condition of the central 
co-operative hanks. It is common knowledge that the activities of these 
banks are practically at a standstill. They are put into difficulties from 
all sides; firstly, by the creditors, that is the depositors of the hanks; 
secondly, by the provincial bank; and, thirdly, they cannot realise their 
dues which have already become frozen. Therefore, even if the central 
banks are managed efficiently, then also for want of funds and due to- 
other disturbances they are not f>eing able to do anything in the way 
of expansion. I can speak from my personal experience as 1 am connect- 
ed with one of the central banks that in spite of the good wishes of the 
directors and persons who are co-operatively-minded, their activities 
cannot be extended. It is very difficult to procure money from the 
mufassal nowadays, and at the same time it is almost impossible to 
realise the assets. So it is incumbent upon Government to come to their 
rescue. We are hearing many things fot the last three years. It is 
also reported that some schemes like the issue of debentures and other 
things will be taken up, hut during the last three years we find that no 
mature policy has even been thought of by Government, neither are 
we confident that anything will he done in the near future. I hope 
the Hon’ble Minister, as well as the Chief Minister, will take it very 
seriously as rural credit is already frozen, and especially os people in 
soma parts of the country* at least are becoming co-operatively-minded 
the activities of the central banks are highly appreciated. So it is 
necessary to explain their activities in other directions. They shotild 
not wholly confine themselves to advancing money to tlie agriculturists. 
Some of the banks are very eager to extend their activities in the true 
sense of co-operation. Mr. Wordsworth suggested tha^fhe ijepartifcent 
only advanced money to the agriculturists for finaneingH^eir crop*, but 
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l assure hinfr that in the mufassai there is now a genuine demand 
also to extend co-operative activities in the true sense of the term. 
Therefore, I submit that the sooner the Government come forward to help 
these central banks to extricate them from their difficulties, the better 
for the country. Sometimes it is said that the Proja movement has 
set back the co-operative movement, but I say that it is not always true. 
Had it been so, then the co-operative movement would have disappeared 
long ago, because the Hon'ble the Chief Minister, Mr. A'. K. Fasslul 
Buq, (The TTon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huu : It is not true.) was con- 
nected both with the co-operative movement as well as wi t li the Proja 
movement. H** did not find any difficulty in conducting both. There- 
fore, I submit that these allegations are not true. So the only thine 
that I can urge upon the Government is to come forward as soon as 
possible to help these co-operative central banks so as to enable them 
to extend their activities in different directions, and I also suggest that 
the expected amendment of the Co-operative Societies Act should be 
taken up very seriously and as soon as possible. Sir, I do not like to 
take any moie time of the House as it is already short. 

Finally, I appeal to the department to take the matter in hand as 
soon as practicable and possible in the next session and that very 
seriously. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: >tte!\<CT TOTO, TOT mm 

faew TOM faSTTO 5RT ©© *G TOT? (>T©T? ©T©TTO f?©fc 

to ©fairci ? \ ©to c** ottT ©©t toe© st*i wni fatofrr mx 

©ilmuc? c©tx©? 5^t©rc?? \ a?t fi!j©?b s? 6 ! ©Hit© *nf??fi!?. 

blTOlfc MIHHt 3 RW *l$tb $t(b ©TOT? *&tb * 111 ??! C* 1 faro, ©l VICK? 

srtarcOT w ?t ©to?r © t to t t i a?t 
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<4© 4$ X? 4©$f V* 5 !©©? f&f??, 4ijT 'sdeH^IXb' v tf? i 1b 8$"?!X? ?f©?T ©to bTOTH ©f? 1 
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*Wb\T© credit society ?T ITO Jtof©X© *to*T© tcfcnif l ?IX©TXOT 4 © CTO 
CTO*Uf? tnfro credit society ? f© H?©!?? a COT CTO X©T**rto © ?Tl*© OT^ 
tot ©to f© credit a? ©RTt mm ?ttoot srf©f^© ©Into? c©r to 
© f? ©itr ?c^t cot? to©? cro ?r, ©©to ©to ctocofv ©tor 

COT ©t # od-dperative credit society ?l?r ?ltC©C? \ COT? ito C©©© 



1940 .] 


DEMANDS FOE GRANTS 


lOf 

CTR *T1 credit society. n4«'al tufa© ftCOT credit, credit, 

credit. &KW HPR ®K1 Hfipll fat® OTT1 ®fa*T® l4T5 *01?, TO •tl'TO 

TOR fa^t wfrofc TO TOT1 faMIM «TO ««faM 4*tiT*hb#n TOR TOTTO 
faTO rojTO H<«fal ®Tf® fair tfTRR ( Maulvi Abdul Wahed : <nf®. fa4 it, 
utoctrt *fai) c*nr ifa fcrr ®ot, to ?rt®iw i tt® $ cict $*m Affair 

$TfTO l^ffl TO ®tir ntc® TORI ( Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker : c®4 4TOlt 
«CR =rr 0 CTO^T, ®T®TOT CTO1T® OTTOT IT ®Tfa 1TO R ®T®TOT WITOH 
£lC® ( Maulvi Abdul Wahed : TO® W OTTO CTOt ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: ra t® $ 1 tor TOfas a*R ifa ®rro v *nR srro tor 

to $®r ®tto =^1 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: ®$rnf® tor. stto tott®$ am ottoi 
< 9Rt *TO fTO TO l 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: totot a^ ai to«t wwt naro. 
Clt® credit society irt®TCTO ^ ifclTfa® ®TTO H/.Wtf *maT TOfa® \ 

TO® TOI# H.CW4 TOT TO®C® IRTtlT fTO 1 TOST C^V? SHfa, 8 1 IK® a ®*fT 
fa*51 ®fair ^TO nTfa R n; C®T® TOTO S 3 ® fans credit society 1 TO CTOF 
OTTt *gi =u4l TOTTO TO? 1C«T1 ew 1 ®! ST® ifant NlKfc I al ®fa5TRl 
Sf® TOTTO ITOll TOR I’SlTOTTOl TOlfa ®faT®fa I ®lfa HW=fll SIR 
nalroroi i^e a fro ®T®ifa ®fac® am® tor afafa^tro ®®ifa® 

aro tot frotfa® i4ir irtraon ®^rt ®®tr to ®fa?r fan ™ «*t 

®5R CFfrT « ITTOT ®1^[| ( Laughter from the Opposition Benches ) 4ir 

nfaro farfai r, ®*rfan? fsfaii error ssnro toIto w m srt* a*ro 
a4 aorosrlr® enfamfa 1 ®ttot siros otI fairai ©infant® wn 
®faf®*tf®i aro to otc® cwsn otfi $nt nanro ®ttc facron tor 

faSTCTO Rules and Regulations n ®T4=T*®R^ 6 faW® s f J fa^®3 <rfa<$fa ®flIT 
a^rfaro ott4 to ®s^t — *^® ®a^, ®t«rrt ifa af®t aro to® tor i 

(Here the member having readied his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: Sir, T rise to 
move that the demand of Rs. 10 , 2 ."), 000 under the head “42 — Go- 
operation" be reduced by lb. 100. 

Sir, without anticipating the discussion which may take place on 
the .demand for grant under Debt Conciliation. I may refer to the f^ct 
that because of the working of the Debt Conciliation Boards, the old 
credit organisation has completely broken down in our rural areas. 
The necessity of establishing a network of co-operative societies to 
supply cheap credit to the people in the countryside has been felt and 
appreciated for nearly half a century. As long ago as 1904, the first 
Act was passed by the Indian Legislature to this end. But, as a result 
4f the working of this and the subsequent Jteasure passed eight years 
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lajter, only a very small percentage of the people could be netted in 
by the co-operative organisation. The Royal Commission on Agri- 
culture reported in 1928 that out of the total population of nearly 4$ 
crores (43,509,000) only about 3 lakhs and a quarter (329,765) were 
enjoying the benefit of cheap co-operative credit. The situation did 
not ’ improve in subsequent years. On the contrary, because of the 
economic depression, the co-operative credit became absolutely frozen 
and its organisation came virtually to a standstill. In the face of a 
situation like this, the Debt Conciliation Act of 1936 was put into 
operation. As a result of that many of the debtor cultivators were no 
doubt exonerated from paying their dues to the mahajan* , but they 
were also at the same time confronted with the pitiable situation of not 
receiving any credit when such credit became urgent for their agri- 
cultural operations. 

In other words, Sir, while tin* old system, of rural credit, however 
undesirable it was in certain aspects, was done away with by the opera- 
tion of Debt Settlement Boards, no substitute for it has so far been 
organised. 

It has been said, Sir. that the rural population has so adjusted itself 
to the present situation in W’hich no credit is available, that it is not 
urgent at all that anything should be speedily done for t lie supply 
of credit to the cultivators. But, Sir, I have really no patience with 
arguments such as these. 1 have no doubt about it that the tillage 
people require urgently a machinery through which they can secure 
cheap credit for their day-to-day work. It is necessary to this end that 
the Minister of Co-operation should not merely hold up his hands and 
allow situation to remain as it is. The department must put its 
shoulders to the wheel and extend the working of the co-operative 
societies as widely as possible. 

Not long ago, Sir. 1 heard that a large amount of money would be 
found by the Government for the purpose of financing the existing 
societies which are in a moribund condition to-dav, and for starting 
new societies in our countryside. But, Sir, I do not find any such 
provision in the budget. I shall be glad to know if the Government has 
abandoned the proposal or wants to proceed with it in the near future. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

Mamvi ABDUL WAHED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, «NWi 

m awl *tti i faarti *r*r* cat »«u wtfa ft* »wi i 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid there is not much time left. We 
have to finish the a I)ebt Conciliation Demand also. Therefore, let ua 
close this debate now. 

Mr* $1 SNATH BANES JSC: The subject is very important, Si*v 
and I request you to gi$e ks some time mote, ? t 
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Mr. SPEAKER. I shall be very glad to give it, but then the House 
must be prepared almost to guillotine the Debt Conciliation Demand. 
I agree however to close the debate at 7-15 p.m. 


Maul vt ABDUL WAHED: nrofo mew, TO* atn**R*1fo 

a*t 5wn urcr a*$T w rito urt i anwy TO* c<mca TO, tor ***; 

w mew totcw at toft? frortl row safer a*5r Torn rtrcw r 
TO 4I mf*T-nTm$t RTR tdf^, a W&T Rl(5t WT *R 1 fl5f* 

TOR malaTO l * TO-f¥ TOT «RTT — 5T* I fef* R TORT* RTCTO* C* TOfRTCW 
ftro cw cto fof* a? cfttc mtmir fR?-srerR $*r a*n4 cfttc **alnTOfa 
srt 4*iw i cpr <vS^h(h «w>*i5i TOt^cro — *^t c*tro ^ *rr c*sto rot fof* 

TO* RTOTR R C*T*Wll*f&CW <IWW? \4l*l ^ W5 TO RSSCT CTO I fTO 

TO* ramc mro croft srnr at TOw Sw *f* an* nfwc* cmct5 4 TO* **t 5? erro 
fof*t c*r wn* f<4*'CR cut? fro* a*t *r *r art fros acmi*. TO* w? to fro 
f*n TO TO* *vr$ rt* *^tt rtE i to* rtcw twr crow 

RR RT* fort 4*T RRR *T TOR TO I 3Tt TO* TO CTO CTOTC t*TT U- 

“WT fW s TOT, TORT CTO. 

*T TO ***0*. *T TO CTO" I 

TOftl nfTTO mCW, TOICH4 TO* TOR TOfo TOTCW CTO TO SW 

toTO* **r riot to to Sctot fror. *rt*r *to*c** to cto sum* ?*¥ 
8RTORTO W Wl at *lfo fro TO aRflRT. TO *TtTO RTfi> R7f& *faff 
fR-3#T « 5RTORC«R TOR at TOR **tfo *TCW ?rn m**T RTR $*f R$ RTTgfTO f 
RTR TOT Wit at RT-*mC*fl>C(W $W TOfTO CTO^tiRTT l W ^ ^ TOTO 
^fW-STSTR, WCt5* ** WR *R^*T, ®nf**W ®T?RT 0lC«ll flRT. **R 5RT m$R 

5rt fro armre crofroi. bR ®Rr5 rt-^iuIi5© 4t tor tor 

TOR TOW t^rt «TTR RTRflR I TOW TO 5&TV TOlR <R CTO 5RT O n 5TWR 
a 4 t ^TPFITO >1 % CH< (rRT TOR ^Hbl «fto CtTR CTO, at RT-«(TO4fUe, 
at TO4R TOW *t^f3* CUM RTR 4TTO^? \ff" TOR RTR ^R^fST ^ITftCO 5RT ®fRTCW 
TORT OfTWS RTR fTOTI TOR aRftW 5TWtR*TR J*tJT TOTOl? ^TO OT 4WT 
3WR srt, TO^aW? wcj aro =ntt t 

wrf® tow. at RT-«rTO4f^cw Sttot tear 5fwr fror. r*1r rr 
toI 5rf*rf?r aw* frow att to 4 ! nWw to ntt sttorr^ fw; toH 

CHt ?RT fro SwSl nf?CTO RRR, ®TRR R"tlW THCW7 4R ^~CW 5RTt5T 
CTO CWR TO TOTOR R TOSrr TOTO R5T SRT nM®4 WfTO 9VT TOTOf at?J*C 
fiwjw ro TO 4 ! Hftf^^ RRTOl CTOI fTOR TO* t C R TC tt TOTO, att PTCTO 

TOw 5 rt «rfw wn ^ totj srr cto* rcto *fw «rtor*t croa trrro tori 
fro toto J^fa TOfttor cto* arw (>rt srt *nwr tr^w w tot *cto 5to an 
rtr« CTO «rrro tor nr i * 

TOR TOR ^CRETR RT*«WTRflJCW R TO5 *f*TOR W*R TORT CTOV, 

mow tor a*$T ncro acroi tor mfwrt rr* TO* wir npt att wriRf 
TO* to t«*R w^r «tr *r fai; to to* nrer cw ar to:< w to man 
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; no 

m mm fmzm m wipi -a? rrit mm 

et afs form *m Sfas $t m fa =rr i wm m cs ro»r nr 

rtce, mrjt m wjt? 

(Tht? member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr* 8IBNATH BANERJEE* Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 15,2o,000 binder the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, I must con less that 1 have a softness for this Department not 
for the sake of the Htm'ble Minister who when demanding the amount 
delivered a speech which showed that at least he ig satisfied with things 
as they are, and also not for the sake of the Registrar who is the greatest 
dictator conceivable among the officials of Bengal at least, but my 
softness is in spite of them. Sir, this softness is because the Co-operative 
Movement represents one ideal and that ideal is a grand one — it 
visualises a society in which there will be no exploitation by the 
capitalists, where the consumers and the producers will freely join 
together for mutual benefit. But unfortunately that ideal* and the 
idealism to carry that ideal into fruition is absolutely absent here. 
When Mr. Wordsworth was speaking, he, perhaps unconsciously 
condemned the Department. The greatest condemnation that one can 
shower came from Mr. Wordsworth because whenever he mentioned 
about Co-operative Movement, he referred to co-operative credit. So 
ke gave the true picture of the Co-operative Movement in Bengal. At 
least 9f> per cent, of the actiwties of the Co-operative Movement is 
restricted to e<o-operuii\e ciedit. Even a man of the renown and 
erudition of Mi. Wordsworth, when describing the movement, referred 
to it as co-operative credit. Therefore, I am asking for a Committee 
of Euquiry to renun e this state of things. If it continues to be a credit 
institution, no amount of effort or jugglery of words or figures will 
niter the fact that (,\M>perntive Movement will be condemned to the 
present sterile condition. OpJv when attention is given to other aspects 
of the movement that the Co-operative Movement can come to its own. 
But we are absolutely disappointed. Only to-day in reply to a question 
of Mr. Patirnm Roy, tbe Hmfble Minister categorically said that he 
would not consider the desirability of launching a movement of Co- 
operative Marketing of Jute at this period of jute trade. These Co- 
operative Jute Sale Societies were started long ago and now we have 
been considering* how* to give tbe best price to the cultivators and in 
that connection the question of Co-operative Credit Societies %as been 
cropping up every now and then. But to-day we have been told that 
the HonTde Minister would not do anything in that direction. That 
being the situation, naturally we are to conclude that the future of the 
Co-operative Movement Cannot be bright here. The Hon*hle Minister 
may get IU. 4 crores or Rg. 3 cruies or whether the Hon'ble the 
FinaneerMtniiter or the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister may condescend 
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to grant aim, but all the time, he will be dealing with credit and not 
with the producing or marketing side or with any other aide where the 
Co-operative Movement can really be called co-operative and where it 
may be of assistance to the people. 1 have no time, so 1 shall mention 
certain points about the movement. Much has been said by 
Mr. Wordsworth about the Co-operative Department. I do not know 
whether he is a member of the Mutual Admiration Society. He has 
showered praises on the Hon'ble Minister and also *on the Registrar 
who is sitting over there 

Mr. 8PEAKER * A am sorry, Mr. Bunerjee, 1 have to remind the 
House once again that it js most unparliamentary to make any reference 
to any person sitting hi the gallery. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Alright, Sir, 1 will not refer to the 
Registrar. Mr. Wordsworth was showering praises on the Hon’lile 
Minister and it settled if the\ weje*m timbers oAu Mutual Admiration 
Society sitting together. Attest) vein s’ experience id the Co-operative 
Movement in Bengal, it has been proposed in the Bill itself to give more 
powers to Die Registiar whoever he may be and even the them hers of 
the Coalition Party felt a little awkwanl about this proposal and they 
had to admit it by sa\ iiig : “Well, it is too much to give such wide 
powers to the Registrar; but if the man is chosen properly perhaps from 
the Coalition Party, then it is alright.” (Laughter.) 

Even the members of the Coalition Party could not swallow so much 
power to be given to the Registrar and the Bill from the very beginning 
to the end only speaks about the poweis ot the Registiui and about the 
powers of this and that, and does not go in the direction in which it 
should go for real co-operation. 

Then as regards Co-operative Alliance, 1 would only refei to the way 
in which it has recently been officialized. 1 have no time just now 
to deal w ith it, butt* suffice it tp say ihat the village society members 
who do not know a wdtd <>f f?ngli*ih, letteis have he£n sent to them, not 
in Bengali but ip EnglisK and they hawe^been asked to send either 
members foi electoial coWege?- oi tilings like the yery complicated 
procedure of election to that alliance. 

Then I would like to takq f up the question of the liquidation of 
societies. In reply to a recent question the lTbn’file Minister said that 
about 1 .000 societies arc in the process of liquidation. I know of one 
soeiefv which is in the process of --liquidation for the last four years. 
Of course lor three years the Minister irresponsible, and for the previous 
year to that period he is not responsible. But the fact remains that 
the Howrah Central Co-operative Bank is in the process of liquidation 
for four years, and if the public loses confidence in the movement and^ 
in the Department, the Minister, should “not fclame the public, but 
should try and lay the blame in segne othe^ quarters. Tha^isnot the 
only instance. That is a typical example. 
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I should like to mention one type of* society in which f was 
personally interested — a Bus Consumers’ Society for transport service 
and for one year we have been trying to get it registered and from pillar 
to post we were driven, and before we could get it registered more ihan 
-one year had passed, and in the meantime the purpose for which it was 
sought, that is, to get a license for buses for the Howrah -Kadamtoll a 
route was frustrated, because the Martin’s Railway has recently been 
abolished and licenses have been given to others. So, that advantage 
has gone and we could not get the registration before other private in- 
dividuals could get the license. I must frankly say that this was in 
spite of the Minister and the Registrar. Because they were sympathetic 
and they tried their best, but the Department was too difficult for them 
to tackle. They themselves said that they wanted to get it registered 
.soon, but they could not. That is the position. 

Then I would like to mention another instance. There were 
previously five Assistant Reftisttjrs. The number*bas been raised to 
l7, and in reply to a question it was ill id that this has l>een done for 
convenience of work. An Assistant Registrar’s office has been opened 
at. Chinsiira for Howrah, Ilooghly and Bankura districts wdiich is 
inconvenient for the people of Howrah, for the people of Bankura and 
for the people of Arambag subdivision of Hooghly district. Only for 
the convenience of one subdivision, the Assistant Registrar’s office has 
been located at Chinsura. In reply to a question when 1 referred to 
the inconvenience of nearly 1,000 societies, the Minister without caring 
to consider what I was saving said that it was not inconvenient. This 
is how* the administration is being run. So, l press my cut motion for 
the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: Sir, I listened with sus- 
tained patience to the long indictment of the Co-operative Department 
by my friend Dr. Nalinaksha SfSpyal. But I mud tell my friend that 
a mere charge is neCproof, and my own experience at the Bar for over 
80 \eurs has taught me that the longer the charge-sheet the weaker 
turns out to be |he ease for the prosecution* 

But, so far as the Co-operative Credit Movement is concerned, 
various arguments have been advanced for its failure as a movement 
on (‘inoperative Hues. There is one factor which is net taken into con- 
sideration, because the circumstances relating to it are practically un- 
known. If I may be permitted to strike a personal note, I may tell 
the House, as"t have told this House several times before, *that 1 was 
personally connected with the movement in an official capacity for four 
long ytears from the year 1908 to -1912, wben I was the Assistant 
Registrar of Cooperative Societies and iu charge of the working of the 
Co-operative Societies^in Ea.stern Bengal and A^som. Sir, 1 know 
the ciitiuipstfcBC* 8 in which the movemeut was started in Bengal, the 
, obstaeje^and impediments that we had to face and the various troubles 
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through irhich we had to pass during the infancy of the movement in 
this province. I do not wish to raise any communal issue, I will 
state facts frankly because my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has been 
Vfcij frank in his discussion and, I may also say, very fair also in his 
presentation of the case. Sir. we found when we started the movement 
that there were several factors which operated against the success of 
the movement. There was the opposition by the zamindars, there was 
the opposition by the money-lenders which immediately took a com- 
munal turn, because the money-lenders were generally all Hindus and 
the borrowers were all Muslims. Then that was t be time of the anti- 
partition agitation and anything done by Government was held up to 
public scorn and ridicule by almost every section of tile people. 

Now, Sir, it is not correct to say that the Proja movement with which 
I am connected is responsible for the no-rent mentality. That move 
merit may be prevalent in some j^arts of the province but there are 
Proja movements and Proja movements just as there are Proja workers 
and Proja workers. Not every worker who clothes himself in khaddar 
and is a disciple of Congress is a sincere Proja worker. Many of those 
who call themselves League workers and who sit on this side of the 
House are far more sincere in Proja work than those who sit on the other 
side. Sir, the Proja movement which lias been responsible for this 
no-rent mentality is the so-called Kisun or Krishat- movement with 
which Congress is associated and it is that kind of Proja movement 
with which we are confronted that has brought the movement into 
disrepute. But this is by the way. When the Co-operative movement 
took- firm root defects were noticed and that was the reason why the 
Act of 1912 was passed. But then, Sir, the hostility of certain classes 
still remained, and it is correct t hat the villagers were told not to 
pay up dues in order to embarrass the officers of the Co-operative Move- 
ment; and in one or two districts at any rate, especially in the District 
of Mymensingh the reason why there has been such an accumulation of 
arrears both in capital and in interest in the hands of the borrowers has 
been due to the persistent dinning of certain classes of people not to 
pay and, as every one knows, an advice not to pay is more readily 
followed than any other advice to the contrary. 

Now, Sir, when the arrears accumulated and mounted up, there waH 
a time when the movement was on the point of breaking down, and 1 
think that instead of criticising the department for the work it has not 
done, it is time that fair-minded persons should also take note of what 
has been done under somewhat difficult circumstances. These circum- 
stances were not of the seeking of the department itself . They were due 
to causes over which we had no control. But 1 admit th§t at the present 
* moment, the whole movement is under a cloud and there are suspicion** 
that all is not wgll with the Co-operative Movement in Bengal. But 
I can tell the House that during the three years «ince we haye under- 
taken administration, things have improved considerably. As a matter 

<9 
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of fact I have had enquiries made in certain cases, but the Minister 
in charge took up the task of amending the Co-operative Act in order 
to take 'certain powers which are not possessed by the Registrar under 
the present Act in order that if and when defects aie noticed and action 
has to be taken, effective action can be taken in orde r ‘ to bring about 
satisfactory' result. That is the reason why nothing definite has been 
done, but I can tell the House that the Bill which has been placed 
before the House and over which so many members have worked 
laboriously for so many months, will be an Act whb h will place in the 
hands of the Registrar of the Department certain powers which together 
with co-operation from friends outside will enable us to put the co- 
operative movement on a sound and satisfactory footing. 

Now, Sir, the Co-operative Movement should be entirely a people’s 
movement. Government should have as little to do with the move- 
ment as possible. That was the policy of the Government 
when 1 was in the Co-operative Movement in its earlier years 
in Bengal. But it was found that unless societies were inspected by 
Government officers, unless societies were supervised b\ Government 
officers, unless Government showed that the\ were taking some living 
interest in the prosperity of the societies, people could not he induced 
to deposit their money or to help the societies with funds. Therefore, 
in course of time the movement became officialised, and I regret that 
at the present moment it is over-officialised. But the fault is not entirely 
of the Government officers. So long as non-officials do not come forward 
to help the movement, and to treat the movement as a popular move- 
ment, it will he the duU of the Government to do the ] art which should 
really he done In the people themselves. There are limitations to what 
a Government officer can do. Whatever a Government officer does is 
painted at the present moment as something like party politics. But 
a non-official has got freedom to act; lit* has got t tie liberty to give 
advice where advice will not be misunderstood. The futuic of the Co- 
operative Movement lies not in sustained and often unmerited criticism 
but in inducing people to come forward to co-operate with the officers 
of flit* Government and in placing the Co-operative M ovement on a 
firm and sound footing. 1 welcome flit* suggestions that have been made 
by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 1 find that in the midst of his criticisms 
there are good suggestions also. AVe shall try to ignore the unpleasant 
portion which relate to criticisms. AAV shall take up the suggestions 
that he has made, and I hope that in a very short tine we will be able 
to do something for the improvement of the rural credit. 

My friend ljr. Sanyal lias given some glimpse of how the Co-opera- 
tive Movement in Bengal should be carried on from a little book that 
he has got in his hand. I can assure him that these proposals will be 
considercjl, if he will only come up with helpful suggestions without 
criticising the proposals before final action is taken. 
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As regard Quoreshi’s book, I have read it very carefully. As a 
matter of fact, the author was good enough to present me with a copy. 
The lines suggested by Mr. Quoreshi depend more or less on the 
circumstances under which those proposals are acted upon, just as a 
tree derives its growth more from the soil than from anything else. 
Let the soil be congenial to its growth. Let the impediments be brush- 
ed aside; let every one come forward to tender the plant with 
sympathetic hands, and 1 am sure that like every other popular itfove- 
ment everywhere in the country where the people are behind the move- 
ment with a view to help ami not to obstruct, the Co-operative Move- 
ment will come back to it* own position as one of the most beneficent 
movements that are known to humanity. 

As regards the details, m\ friend the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
will make some comments. 1 do not wish to take up the time of the 
House with making promises which possibly I shall not be able to fulfil 
< laughter). 


The # Hon'ble Mr. MUNKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 

Mr. Speaker. Sir. after what our leader, the Hon' hie the Chief Minister, 
has said in regard to tin* criticisms that have been levelled against 
the Co-operative Department, there is very little for me to speak on 
the subject. Even then 1 feel that I must repudiate some of the allega- 
tions that have been made by some of my honourable friends with 
respect to the Department of Co-operation. 

Sir. I am extremcK sorry that my honourable- friend Dr. Nalinakshu 
Sa rival should have come forward with a list of tilings which practically 
lie took from Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil's statement when he suggested 
in the late Bengal Legislative Council that a Committee of Enquiry 
should be held to examine the activities of tin* Department and with a 
view to offer suggestions for remedying the defects. 

Sir, in the course of his speech he mentioned some matters, which, 
I submit with all respect to the House, are not well-founded. Whatever 
may be said of any policy or want of it in the Department, three years 
of administration, an account of which has got to be given to the House, 
shows clearly whether or not the Department has been able to make 
out a policy of its own tor the purpose of bettering the conditions that 
have been in existence in the past. Two years ago, Sir, 1 mentioned 
to the House that the policy of the Department has been one of consoli- 
dation on the one hand and of expansion on sound lines on the other, 
in order that co-operative spirit might be introduced in the minds of 
our people with the object of removing their household defects and for 
the purpose of 'increasing their resources when they have been able to 
work on sound co-operative lines. And it is in pursuance oh that policy 
that was indicated in the House a couple of years ago that I bad 
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occasion to submit the various steps that have been taken by the Depart- 
ment. For, I must confess, Sir, that all that we have been able to do 
may not a’ppeal to my honourable friend or may not come up to his fullest 
expectation, but as has been pointed out by my leader, the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister, if the circumstances under which we have been working 
were taken note of, I submit, Sir, that this criticism would never have 
been offered. Even then, Sir, as our leader has said, some of the 
suggestions bereft of all rausticness will certainly be taken note of. 
Then, Sir, he has the hardihood to say that some of the officers have 
been negligent in the discharge of their duties. He went further and 
said that eight inspectors were moving near about Calcutta. 
(Dr. Namnaksha Sanyal: I would request you to see the judgment 
of the Court.) The appeals in those eases have not yet been disposed of. 
Dr. Sanyal said that the Government of India grant with which we 
have established a training institute at Dum l)um has nut been spent 
properly. 1 repudiate the allegations and 1 go further and say that if 
he (ran cite a single (‘use, 1 can assure him that proper action will be 
taken against that officer. I had occasion to visit the training institute 
since it was started in April 1937 on every occasion when a new batch of 
officers came there, and it was only the other day when I had the honour 
of inviting the Hon hle the Chief Minister to pay a visit to the institute. 
I need not say to the House all the details about it, hut 1 believe that 
when the Hon'ble the Chief Minister left the institute, he came away 
satisfied that everything that was necessary to educate the officers and 
also members of the societies in the lines of co-operation was being done 
in that institute, (ltai IIarisndha Nviii Chwoiicki: Mutual 
Admiration Society!) The institute was started in 1937 with the 
Government of India grant, and the first officer who was placed in charge 
of it was an ex-ltegistrur of the department, llai S. K. Ganguly Baha- 
dur. The officers whom lie took as his assistants had all their training 
in the Gurudaspur Training Camp, Punjab. And, further an account of 
the training given at this institute has got to he given to the Govern- 
ment of India at the annual conference. X submit, therefore, that my 
friend l)r. Sanyal is not well posted with the facts when he came forward 
with his catalogue. He said something about a question — that is how 
he started in regard to the question that was originally put in this 
House, by the late Chairman of the Bogra Central Bank with respect 
to the conduct of one of my officers in charge of that hank. I hope, 
Sir, you will purdon me if I say that you were good enough to point 
out to me that in all fairness to that officer | the result of the enquiry 
should have been mentioned in the answer. But I pointed out that 
I expected a supplementary question about it, when I would have been 
able to explain details as I was fully equipped with the necessary 
information. The enquiry was held by an officer who was no less than 
the Assistant Registrar in charge of the two districts of Bogra and 
Pabna, and the allegation which was made against the conduct of one 
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of the officers of my department was found to be absolutely incorrect. 
I waited for an opportunity to give some information in answer to any 
supplementary question that might be asked by Dr. Sanyal but not a 
single question was asked by any member nor had he the goodness to 
ask any supplementary question on that subject. I may submit, Sir, 
that t lie allegation was found to be conclusively baseless. 
(Dr. Xalinaksha Sanyal: But this has been admitted in your 
answer that that officer exceeded his power and instructions and gave 
loans in excess.) No, no, 1 never said so. Then, Sir, as regard* the 
other questions of which he gave a catalogue 1 do not think that time 
will permit me to go into details — 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I thought that as a matter 
of parliamentary convention, It should be established that whenever 
Iherp is a question enunciated which enumerates points against an 
officer ot Government and enquiries are made, it is only fair to the 
officer that 1 fie result of t lie enquiry should be made known to all 
concerned, but owing to the absence of a supplementary question on 
that sublet liat t lie jesult of the enquiry uas does not appear 
anywhere. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 draw your attention, Sir, 
to the answer!" It is: “that the Inspector distributed individual 
loan* Hi excess ot amount approved bv the Provincial Bank in some 
special cases subject to .subsequent sanction of the bank, etc.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I do 
not yield to l)r. Sanyal. (Dr. Xamwksiu S\nyal: In view of the 
above answer how urn the llon’ldc Minister say that tin* allegation is 
unfounded ?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Dr. Sanyal, you are mistaken. If you 
look to the answer you will find that it was a resolution of the Bogra 
Central Bank and the Bogra Central Bank gives a list of allegations 
which are on the face of it very damning to the officer concerned. 
Government merely said that a departmental enquiry was held, and 
as there was no supplementary, I thought that it would not be fair 
to the officer who serves this province if merely allegations are made 
And merely an answer is given that a departmental enquiry was held. 
Anyway his point is that Government made a departmental enquiry 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, will you kindly read the 
answer? ft is: “a departmental enquiry in the mutter has been made 
and the Inspector distributed individual loans in excess of the amount 
approved by the provincial bank*, etc.” This conclusively shows that 
the officer went beyond his powers. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite different. You may go on 
Mr. Muliick. 

Thi Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Now, Sir, 
as regards dereliction of duty by any officer of my department I might 
tell I)r. Sanyal and the honourable members of this House that since I 
have assumed office no less than 11 officers of my department were 
found at fault : some of them have been punished and some have been 
disctiarged and again some have been warned and others have been 
degraded. It cannot, therefore, he said. Sir, t fiat whenever an 
individual case ot dereliction of duty has been brought to my notice 
no suitable action was taken. So 1 submit, Sir, that the points taken 
by Dr. Sanyal in suggesting that a committee should be appointed do 
not stand any reasonable criticism. Again, Sir, my honourable friend 
Mr. Sibnath Hanerjee has come forward with some of his suggestions, 
and he mentioned some individual cases, but 1 am extremely sorrv that 
1 have not the time, otherwise 1 could have conclusively shown that 
he was under a wrong impression. 1 thank him, however, for the few 
good words that he spoke about myself and the Registrar of my 
department hut I must tell him that whatever else he has said does 
not stand any reasonable scrutiny. He has referred to one 
question which 1 have answered this afternoon, put to me bv 
Mr. Patirnm Roy, in wliieli I have said that I do not think it proper 
to go forward with any scheme of jute sale society at the present- 
moment. Sir, t he reason is obvious. When the societies were 
originally started in 11)27-28 the\ did not act in the way they should 
have done and therefore a committee of enquiry was appointed by the 
Provincial Rank because it had financed the societies and on their 
report the only course of action that could have been taken was to 
dissolve the societies. 1 hope the honourable members of this House 
know very well that the commitments of Government are too great 
already to enable them to meet the charges of the Provincial Rank on 
that account, and as there is no certaintx about the price of jute as 
fixes! this year for years to come, I do not think it desirable to go 
forward with that scheme all at once. I have already mentioned in 
my speech that a number oi societies of numerous descriptions have 
been established to bring more income to the produce-growers, 
namely, paddy sale societies, orange-growers societies and the fisheries 
societies and other societies of that nature so that along with this 
expansion on production basis, attempts have been made to find a 
market tor them in order that the producers may get a proper pric-e 
for their products^ 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Why jute has been excluded? Is 
it because k is in the interest of the Europeans? 
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Tha HOfi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
not going to give a reply to all these interjections. Sir, I am indeed 
grateful to Mr. Wordsworth, from whom I learned the elementary; 
lessons in economics when I was a H.A. student in the Presidency 
College, for the affectionate words — 1 won’t su\ kind words — that he 
has used about my work for this department. He was good enough 
to be a member of the select committee on my Co-operative Societies 
Dill which sat tor no Icsn than 41 dn\s to consider its provisions in 
detail along with two of m\ friends in the Opposition — I refer to 
Mr. Satyapriya Hauer jee and Mr. Surendru Nath Moitra, especially 
the latter who lias been connected with the Co-operative Movement for 
years now ic a Director of the Kajshahi Central Hank, and not a 
theorist like J)r. Xalmaksha Saimil. The\ know very well the amount 
of work which these honourable members rendered as members of the 
sele< t committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. sime a personal reference 
has been libido t<> me, limv 1 inform the Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: It I allow \ ou to make a peisnnal explanation I 
shall have to allow it even second to the otliei side. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut, Sir, I may say this to the 
Hon’ble Minister that I am a more practical man than he is himself. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 am 
thankful also to Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed for giving me a 
practical suggestion as to what should be done to find credit facilities 
for the rural masses in the province. I have explained wdiat we desire 
to do in this matter and 1 would merely point out that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister in his opening speech in presenting the budget for 
the coming year said that if there were proper application for demands 
of that nature examined by the central banks and the departmental 
officers and by the Provincial Hank, Government would see that this 
credit was made available to the mral masses in the province. Heyotid 
this, Sir, I do not think any further assurance is needed on this 
occasi. 011 . So tar as my friend Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar is concerned, 
I would only appeal to his experience as a Director of the Gaihandha 
Central Hank and then let.#him tell Government what steps should be 
taken to better the condition of these institutions. .Sir, w f e have 
assisted the central banks in more ways than one. We have not only 
given them advice, but have lent the services of opr departmental 
officers to manage their affairs, who are not only to advise them but 
to guide their activities on proper lines. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am not paid for giving advice 
hut the Hon’ble Minister is paid. 

Tip Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: Sir, the 
officers and supervisors of the central banks have been trained in the 
institute and there are various ways in which Government have tried 
to assist them. Last but not the least I may say that actually an 
amount of Rs. 1-U lakhs was given to the central banks through the 
Provincial Rank tor the supply of credit facilities to the rural members 
of the societies. 1 submit, therefore, that it may be taken for granted 
that we are not unmindful ot the difficulties of the central banks, as 
has Wen explained by the Hon'ble the Thief Minister. Their diffi- 
culties are main but 1 must submit that all these difficulties cannot be 
removed all at once. AYith respect to my friend Mr. Birendra Kishore 
Roy ('hand fill rv J have already stated the step we desire to take to 
provide credit facilities in rural Bengal. The causes that he has 
mentioned arc not really the only causes for rural credit being shrunk. 
It is not the operation of the Debtors 1 Act alone that is responsible but 
the causes are many. I submit, Sir, that beyond what we have done 
it is very difficult for Government to go further with any scheme of 
that nature. 

As regards my friend Maulvi Abdul Wahed Bokainagari from 
Mymensingh 1 was really glad that be had a word of kindness for the 
movement; lie has said that the reason foi the co-operative movement 
being met with a set-hack is t fie depression that came in 19-10. But, 
Sir, at the same time he has sorrowfully added that the money that has 
been put into the movement is all done h\ the non-officials for the 
benefit of this rural people and that something must W done to relieve 
both these classes at an earh date. Therefore, in my opening speech 
I have mentioned that the scheme that has been prepared is being 
examined and, perhaps, before long it may be possible for Government 
to come to a conclusion on that question. I think that in the days to 
come after a final decision is taken about the whole subject it will be 
possible to give relief to innumerable agriculturist debtors. 

Sir, I lu.ve tried to meet all the points that have been raised by the 
honourable members of this House. 1 oppose all the cut motions that 
have been moved and commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that the demand of 

Its. 1 o,25, 000 under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put nqd lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval that the demand of 

Rs. 15,25,000 under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then 4 >ut and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Bireudna Kishore Roy Chaudhury that the 
demand of Rs. 15,25,000 under the head “ 42— Co-operation” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Bauer jee that the demand of 
Rs. 15,25,000 under the head “42 — Co-operation” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Double Mr. Mukunda Behan Mullick that a sum 
of Rs. 15,25,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “42 — Co- 
operation” was then put and agreed to. 

25 — Genera! Administration— Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor l beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 2*1.12,000 1 k‘ granted for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — Debt ( bneiliation ”. 

In presenting this demand to the House, I do not propose to take 
too lone* of tlie time by entering into a detailed discussion about the 
activities of the Debt Conciliation Boards which are functioning ill the 
province under the Bengal Agrieultuml Debtors’ Act, 1905. I shall 
not In* misunderstood if 1 were to repeat what I said on previous 
occasions that, while we act under this measure, it is for the purpose 
of conciliating the debts that the agriculturists owe to various sorts of 
creditors b\ bringing- them within their pa\iug eapneity and allowing 
them proper time* for paying the adjusted debt by spreading it over a 
number of \ears in easy instalments and that they may have some 
brcatli ing space of time to Ik* able to work harder and with greater 
cheerfulness for the purpose of making* their two ends meet as also of 
being- able to pay their debts. 

Complaints of various descriptions have been made against the 
working of these Boards. It is said that the disposal has lx*en very 
slow, causing a good deal of dislocation of business even in the civil 
courts, that although the Act has been in operation for some time now 
tlie Ifnards have not been vested with the powers mentioned in the Act 
as a result of which they have not l>een able to deal with the raises 
properly, that although it has been said that each union or at least 
each big union will have one Board and two small unions will have one, 
the required number of Boards has not yet been established in 
consequence of which a gaod deal of inconvenience and difficulty is yet 
being felt by the agriculturists. On the other hand another set of 
complaints has been lodged that the members of these Boards have got 
no training in law and therefore they cannot properly decide the cases 
brought before them, that although section 55 ( 2 ) of the Act gave 
Government power to fix the maximum amount of debt tJ at could be 
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dealt with by these Boards Government did not take any step in time 
in that direction, and that as a result of the activities of these Boards 
the rural credit has become almost shrunk causing very great difficulty 
to the agriculturists inasmuch as they do not get any pecuniary 
assistance from their neighbours in time. 

With respect to all these allegations I can only say that Govern- 
ment have not been unmindful of them and the steps that we have 
taken will clearly indicate that all that is possible for any human 
institution has l>een done either to remove any real difficulty or at 
least to minimise its severity. 

I would therefore put before the House at this stage some of the 
steps that we have already taken in these directions. When I placed 
my demand last year under this head on the 24th of March, I mentioned 
that we had established 2,791 Boards in the province by that time. 
We have now been able to establish *’1,707 Ordinary Boards and 221 
Special Boards. Besides those of the Special Boards which function 
either at the district or sithdi visional headquarters with an official — 
and in most cases the Circle Officer — as the Chairman, we hare got one 
Special Board established along with the Co-operative Central Bank 
and the Land Mortgage Bank in order that the members of these banks 
and societies ma\ be able to get all their debts including those due to 
these societies conciliated at an early date. I have had occasion to 
examine the* records of some of these Special Boards while I was out on 
tour and 1 was happ\ to find that the amount of work that they put in 
had really been satisfactory. It is not possible for me to indicate the 
works of these thousands of Boards sepuraieh, but I shall immediately 
place before the House the total amount of work that these Boards have 
up till now done. 

In order that Government may keep a proper watch over their 
activities we huve issued a circular to the Collectors of the Districts by 
■which they have been requested to submit to Government half-yearly 
returns of the activities of these boards showing under various beads 
the number of applications filed by debtors and by creditors, the 
(number disposed of, the amount of the claim stated in the original 
application and the amount of these claims as determined under section 
18 and the amount at which settlements have ultimately been mode. 

These Boards have received 1 ,284,494 applications of which they 
have disposed of 5*’J1, 10 ; t. The applications disposed of involved a 
claim of Hs. 8,52,95,700 which when determined under section 18 of 
the Act was brought down to Rs. 4,01,18,708 or a little over 50 per 
cent, of the original claim. When the final settlement was made the 
claim wus still brought down and the award was given for 
Rs. **{,07,49,519 or in other words the award had been made at about 
tiO per ceuf. of the original claim. The amount that is involved in 
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the cases which are still pending is about Rs. 31,88, 22,840. Therefore 
the total amount of the claims involved in the applications received by 
the Boards comes up to about Rs. 40,41,18,000. 

Since this conciliation has been entirely on a voluntary basis, I 
mainatin that the Boards have shown wonderful progress in deciding 
the cases brought before them. 

The Act has provided for appeal almost at every stage of the 
proceeding in connection with a case before the Board. But the 
number of appeals filed has been so tew that one can safely maintain 
that the work of tin Boards has been satisfactory. 1 do not suggest 
tor a moment that the work ot each one ot these 20,000 honorary workers 
has been wholly tree from mistakes. When 1 say this I mean that 
the average work ot most of them has undoubtedly l*een satisfactory. 
Where the\ have gone wrong, it was either corrected b\ appeals or if 
there were anything* personal, suitable action has been taken. 

It is no doubt true that the Boards did not have all the powers, but 
as I said ijjsf \ear, we hud vested all the Boards with powers under 
section 9 (2) and id (?) ot the Act. 1 indicated further that the runes 
of those Boards which had been working for over a year would be 
vested with powers under section It) {/) \h) of the Act, unless there 
was anything against an\ such Board. Since then the Collectors were 
requested to look into tin matter and on their recommendation we 
have vested about 700 Boards with powers under section 19 (/) (h). 
There was a complaint that although the power under section 22 w r as 
there, no Board was yet vested with it. 1 can tell tin* House that on 
examining the reeoids ot the Special Boards, we have vested a fair 
number ot them with those powers. It is hoped that with these 
powers, and with the rules that have l>ecn promulgated along W'ith the 
amendments made in the Act, the progress will he much quicker and 
that before long it will be possible to deal satisfactorily with the large 
number of cases filed or are being filed before these Boards. 

I am sorry, I have not been able to follow the arguments, when it 
was suggested that inasmuch as the members had no training in law, 
they were not able to discharge their responsibilities properly. The 
account that 1 have given a moment ago ought to indicate to anyone 
taking reasonable view' of the affairs of the world that it can never he 
said to he unsatisfactory at all. I may remind the House that T made 
it a point to have at least one member of the Special Board from the 
legal profession. But a cintular was issued by the High Court directly 
to these lawyer members through the District Judges, asking them 
either to withdraw their membership of these Boards or to suspend 
their practice. Since they were honorary workers, they could not really 
suspend the practice and the result ‘was that they have all resigned from 
these Boards. We have however been able to get the permission of the 
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High Court to have euch members of the Judicial Service as Chairmen 
of these Special Boards at the headquarters of a district or subdivision 
as can be spared, and in fact we have appointed some of them as 
Chairmen of these Boards. We have also ibeen able to secure the 
services of some retired members of the Judicial Service as also of the 
legal profession to act as Chairmen of these Boards. We are hoping 
that this will give us good results. 

I mentioned last year that Government had taken a decision already 
to fix the maximum amount that could be dealt with by these Boards, 
and in about a few weeks from that date, the rule was published in the 
('alcutta Gazette indicating this amount. With the rules that have 
been promulgated along with the circulars issued and instructions 
given, the disposal has Ibeen much quicker and it is hoped that the 
progress of these Boards will be still more speedy and satisfactory. 

As regards the complicated question of the rural credit being shrunk, 
as a result of tins Act, T have always maintained the view that the 
Debtors Act, was not solely responsible for it. There are other circum- 
stances which are still more responsible for a situation of this nature. 
1 had in the course of my reply to questions of tins description to point 
out to the House, that the rules framed regarding advances of small 
amounts for a short-term and also about the rent, would really show 
that they were not to he dealt with by the Boards like other debts. 
Again the recent amendments, where any liability incurred after the 
1st of January, 1940, would not be brought within the purview of this 
Act ought to make it plain that Government do not want to stand in 
the way of sympathetic and reasonable businessmen to help their needy 
neighbours with some financial assistance for short periods. In this 
connection, ] ought to tell the House that while we seek to conciliate 
the debts of agricultural masses under the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, we do not take any further responsibility. 

I would like to mention only one other point, and that is about the 
provisions of the amending Bill. It gives proper powers to Boards to 
deal effectively with the usufructuary mortgages of any kind. It also 
gives them power to decide whether or not the liability is a debt within 
the meaning of the Act, along with its amount and its existence. 
Again, it gives power to the Boards to realise through the Public 
Demands Recovery Act any fees recoverable under the Debtors Act 
from the creditors, who have not done so in time and as a result of 
which the proceedings have been held up for a very long time. 

I believe, Sir, the little idea that I hwe been able to give to my 
honourable friends about the activities of these Debt Conciliation 
Boards trying t* mitigate the difficulties of our innumerable agricul- 
tural debtors, will satisfy them and I hope they will have no hesitation 
in giving their accord to the demand under this head for which I now 
formally move. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 23,12,000 under the head “25 — General Administration 
— Debt Conciliation” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must tell the House in the beginning that I have 
full sympathy with the object of the Act. I am one of those who is 
in favour of completely wiping out rural debts; but, Sir, the workiug 
of the Act itself is so unsatisfactory that I have no hesitation in saying 
that it is unworthy of any civilised Government. The rules that have 
been framed under the Act and the Act itself are responsible for the 
unsatisfactory working of the Act. I shall refer to certain rules — rules 
regarding the realisation of court-fees. Now, Sir, if a creditor obtains 
a decree in a civil court, you are aware. Sir, that he is required to pay 
a court-fee of Rs. 11-4 per hundred. But if this decree be included 
in an application under section S of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
Act, he is further required to pay a sum of Re. 1 ; a further payment 
of Rs. 2 is necessary — the creditor paying Re. 1 and the debtor paying 
Re. 1. So it will be seen that the creditor has to pay Rs. 12-4 and if 
after the award he wants to execute the same, lie is required to pay a 
further Mini of' Rs. 11-4 per hundred, that is, the creditor is required 
to pay Rs. 23-4 per hundred and the debtor is required to pay Re. 1 per 
hundred. So the Government gets Rs. 24-4 per hundred. Thus the 
absurdity of the rule is apparent and it shows the extraordinary 
profiteering spirit of the Government. Besides this, a rule was framed 
in the month of June, 193b, to the effect that the court-fee is to be 
paid upon the amount decreed, that is upon the amount that is awarded 
under section 19 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. But, Sir, 
the rule was amended iri the month of August, 1938, and under the 
amended rule the court-fee is to be paid not upon the amount of award 
but it is to be paid upon the amount that is determined under section 
18 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. You are fully aware, Sir, 
that so far as the decree-holder is concerned, under section 18 of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act he is required to pay a court-fee upon 
* he whole amount of the decree. But when the award is made under 
section 19 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act it is always much 
less than the amount determined under section 18 of the Bengal Agri- 
cultural Debtors Act. The result is, he has to pay a court-fee for an 
amount for which he does not actually get a decree. So, Sir, the rule 
regarding the payment of court-fee shows the extraordinary avaricious 
and profiteering spirit of the Government. I say the rules should be 
amended immediately. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the rule regarding consent you are fully 
aware that the Act itself does not; authorise or give any power to the 
Board, the Board is entitled to give award if both the creditor and the 
debtor give their consent, and if they do not give consent — 40 i^r cent, of 
the debtors do not give consent — then the Boards though invested under 
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section 7 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act have not the power 
for giving an award. With regard to consent there is no rule. 

Sir, I put a question in the month of February, 1939. The Hon’ble 
Minister in charge was pleased to say that he was going to frame a 
rule to the effect that the consent of parties was to be obtained in 
writing. That was, Sir, the reply of the Hon’ble Minister in February, 
1939. But since then no rules have been framed. I put a question 
(No. 87 un starred) this year as to why no rule was framed. The 
Hon’ble Minister in reply said that on further consideration Govern- 
ment decided that such a rule was unnecessary and would prove to be a 
hindrance rather than help to the administration of the Debt Settle- 
ment Board. I must say, Sir, that it is putting a premium on the 
dishonesty of the Debt Settlement Boards. I do not understand why 
such a rule should be a hindrance if consent D to be obtained in writing 
rather than a help to the Debt Settlement Board — this is beyond my 
conception. It is certainly putting a premium upon the dishonesty of 
the Debt Settlement Board. So the rule regarding this should he 
amended. r 

Sir, with regard to the Act itself our main complaint is that pro- 
ceedings are delayed. In answer to a question put by me — question 
No. 92 — so far as my district is concerned, namely, the district of 
Tippera, the Double Minister said that in the years 1937, 1938 and 
1939, 18,(187 suits and execution suits had been stayed under section 34 
of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. So, Sir, out of 18,(»87 cases 
in my district alone only 1,150 eases haw been disposed of in the 
course of three years. Thus 17,000 cases still remain pending. This 
is the case in one district only and if we look into other Districts we 
will find that the same story is told everywhere. The delay is due to 
the fact that no powers have been given to the Boards. It, as a matter 
of fact, the Act is to be worked it should be amended altogether. So 
my suggestion is that power should be given to Boards for disposing 
of such cases. 

Section 19 of the Act says that even a Board which is invested under 
section 7 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act cannot dispose of 
eases if creditors to whom there is owing not less than forty per cent, 
of the total debt do not agree to an amicable settlement. My submission 
before you. Sir, is that the framers of the Act altogether ignored the 
psychology of the parties. It is impossible for the creditors to agree to 
a settlement against them. The result is tjiis, that no creditor gives a 
consent but as the Board has to show that some cases have been dis- 
posed of, there is bribery and corruption. If the Act is to be worked, 
the Boards should be invested with full powers but the existing Boards 
cannot he so invested. So my suggestion is that there should be one 
Board in*caeh union consisting of three persons presided over by a 
munsif, and there will be two other members, one to be elected by the 
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members of the Union Board and another to he appointed by Govern* 
xnent, that is, the munsif will decide the cases with the help of jurors 
and the Boards should be fully invested with powers. And it will be 
laid down in the Act and in the Rules that the cases should he disposed 
of not on the basis of contract but on the basis of the capacity of the 
debtor to pay. If the debtors have not the capacity to pay, the whole 
debt should he liquidated. As I told you in file beginning, Sir, I am 
in favour of completely wiping out rural debts but, Sir, the method 
that should be adopted should he adopted boldly. If the Government 
want to liquidate debts, they must invest the Boards with full powers. 
They must issue instructions to the Boards that they should deride the 
cases not on the basis of the contract but on the basis of the capacity 
of the debtors to pay. 

Then, Sir, it has been said in the recent Art that the power of 
revision has been given to the District Judge but, Sir, the pleaders 
have not been allowed to appear before the District Judge. As T have 
said. Sir, most of the District Judges are Englishmen and the records 
are a^l in Bengali. In all cases the papers will he placed before the 
District Jtidges. They do not know Bengali and you can easily imagine 
how they will deal with the revision cases without the help of the 
pleaders. They will simply throw the papers into tic waste paper 
baskets or will take the assistance of their Peshkars in disposing of the 
cases. 

* 

Sir, with regard to Rules, originally under sections 18 and 19, 
appeals were to he heard by officers with judicial experience. It seems 
that Government are mortally afraid of Judicial Officers and power to 
hear appeal has been transferred from the Judicial Officer to the 
Subdivisional Officer who is an Executive Officer. 1 find that, the 
tendency on tfie part of Government is to transfer powers from Judicial 
Officers to Executive Officer's. That is altogether bad. So, Sir, my 
submission is that all the rules should he amended. 

Sir, before I take m\ seat \ must stress the necessity of amending 
the rules in regard to court-fees. In a recent conference of lawyers 
held at Khulna attention of the Government has been drawn to the 
impropriety and absurdity of the rules regarding the payment of court- 
fees. I think Government should understand the justice of the claim 
of the parties concerned and they should not he compelled to pay court- 
fees. So my submission is that rules regarding the court-fees must be 
amended. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. • 

Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is no 
doubt that great relief has beep given to the agriculturists by the 
enforcement of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act sinc^l937. But 
it is a pity that what has been given by the right hand has been taken 
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away by the left. I shall narrate here some (acts that will speak for 
themselves — the woeful plight.- t>f some of the tenants jinder tlte 
Attached Estates of Dinajpur district. 

Sir, *some of the cess-defaulting estates of our district, particularly 
of the Thnkurgaon subdivision, have been attached under section 98 
of the Cess Act. »Soine months ago a circular was issued to all Chair- 
men of the Debt Settlement Boards to the effect that no application 
coming from the tenants under the Attached Estates should be enter- 
tained by the Debt Settlement Boards. Even cases pending in the 
Boards are not to he proceeded with and cases already settled* and 
instalments granted are not to lie given effect to, in consequence of 
which certificates are being issued in great numbers for the realisa- 
tion of rents from the wretched tenants who happen to be under the 
Attached Estates. I fail to understand why there should he any 
differential treatment between tenants and tenants for the fault of the 
defaulting landlords. 

Sir, 1 represented* the grievances of these tenants to the Hon’ble 
Sir B. P. Singh Roy, Minister-in-charge of Revenue Department, by 
a letter, dated the ‘10th January, 1940. I also discussed the matter 
with him during this session. I have also represented the matter to 
the Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Mullick, Minister-in-cliarge of pebt Concilia- 
tion. The matter was discussed in the Coalition Part) me^tftig and 
immediate relief was assured by the Hon’ble Ministers concerned. I 
think, Sir, their assurances will he fulfilled when most of the tenants 
under the Attached Estates will be ruined by the certificate procedure. 

Sir, I have received a representation this morning from one Maulvi 
Asiruddin Ahmed, Chairman, Radhana^ar Debt Settlement Board. 
1 shall read out the true copy of a notice issued to the Honorary* 

Manager of the Dakshinesvs ar Debottar Estates by the Attached 

Officer, Dinajpur. 

The notice reads thus : 

3JRTHT JOHTH HTH R n\H!K HHT5I 3TRH <F$*^ afltCHH 

fcfc HTHT CHUTCW* «TTCf l R? TO WlO R RTH 3 STH 

fHHtTHT HH-HlfaKt RTC$*H fHWlfj stfWIH Hit l R SUCH*! TO HI? R 

SWljfWR R HH^R 35T 4HRT CHIT'S*? TOR StlCf,. fa 

HIHIC HH RHTH 6HH fartfa ’CRT* HtHI faHTTH JTHTRH HUH CH *IH HtCJ CHHIH 
8RT 3$T CHIC'S* fiflH HT ®CTR Rt 5TH H$CJ 'Z'OSb 3TO 3H>J 

HtT S 'faR H? HTRH HCJ HtRl Hfa RTH STOTT HIHTH *08© HCHH HJHT* *10 HT JH^H* 
3CHH HTTO HTfa TOT JR fjfa HfH HURTR *08© 3TW nH'rto HteHlfn WltlT RH 

JR? JTHTH HTR HlftTfafafr HTCIH TO H*R .HTl RTCJ*H HTTO «TfH3? 

H?9C fa HT JIHTH Sfj TOH 2TCHTRH HTtl 3$ ®HR*T HT5HT HT5 H(f$T*K*5 HfRH 
^fHCJ HtRl 



runt 




CHl#uinlWr «RHC*H' «RR ^ 

|P® p|,^4^i WPOWTW^KV »ITM Vfiko^ mu l — 

the notice it is clear, Sir, that the tenants under the attached 


haw been debarred or are going to be debarred from the relief 
jM$jpbaed by the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act to all tenants without 
iny distinction. 


So, I appeal to the Hon* hie Ministe^^j^j|^‘erne<l and also to the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister who feels so much for the oppressed to see 
that relief sought or to he sought under the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act by tenants holding lands umHei t lie attached estates be 
not denied to them and that immediate action he taken to withdraw 
all such notices issued by the Attached Officer, Dinujpur. 


. The Hon’bla Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, before 
I go into the details about the working of the provisions of the Act 
and the ltules framed under it, as raised by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Duttu, 
I would like to sa\ a few words to my honourable friend Mr. Hafiz* 
uddin Ohoudhtiry about the complaint that he has made regarding the 
action taken* by an officer asking people not to go to Debt Settlement 
Bbards with reference to cases which have arisen in the estates attach- 
ed under section !M> of the (Vss Act. It is true that he mentioned this 
matter to me hefdko the Easter holidays, and on that I have referred 
this to th%^4|iflgr r of Diuajpur asking him to look into the matter 
himself and^give Y>roper directions to all officers to see that a notice 
of this nature \*hieh is in fact wrong he not issued in the way in which 
ii wiis done, and I have als«» asked for details of this particular case. 
As soon as 1 receive them, 1 will take suitable action without the 
least possible delay, and if on examining them I find that anything 
wrong has been done I will certainly take action to remedy that 
wiamg. I hope that this will satisfy m,\ friend Mr. Chnudhuri and he 
will not worry any further on this point. 


Coming to Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta, he has started with the 
observation that the Act and the rules have got to be amended. Well, 
Sir, with regard to the Act, that is absolutely beyond my power, 
because the Act is something for which the Legislature is responsible. 
I may if advised bring up particular amendments before the House, but 
unless and until the House agrees, it does not take the shape of law 
for being worked upon. Therefore, Sir, whatever suggestions he has 
to malce with regard to the Act, after it is passed by both the Houses 
Df Legislature, it will be for him to come up with an amending Bill 
and induce honourable mem1>ers of this House ns also of the other to 
agree to bis point of view. # 

With ’regard to the rules, certainly we have got to frame them in 
meb a way as they may be compatible and absolutely in line with til* 
provisions of the Act for its proper functioning. 

LO 
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Tb* objection that he has taken with regard to the nlai r is 
( *bout the court-fees. 1 am sorry that I cannot exactly follow what he 
meant, for whatever the position might be, I do not think that any 
creditor lias got to pay as much as Rh. 24-4 for each hundred rupees of 
his claim. It may be that when he goes to the Civil Court in the first 
instance, he may have to pay court-fees of Rs. 11-4 for each Rs. 100 
in order that he may get some relief there. If his opponent, the 
debtor, goes to the Debt Settlement Hoard and if the parks' appear 
before it and a settlement is effected, then under tlie rules a court-fee 
of 2 per cent, bus got to be paid half and half by the creditor and the 
debtor. 

Now, with regard to the next thing that may happen in such cases 
when instalments are not paid, the creditor has got to approach the 

certificate officer under section 25 of the Act, and he may have 4 

(Jiai Hahendha Nath Ciiai diicki : Why may have?) Well, Mr. Rai 
Chaudhuri need not he in a burrs, a creditor under these circumstances 
has to pay an ad valorem court-fee for enforcing the award. No such 
case lias up till now happened where the creditor has been called upon 

(Rai Harendua Natji CiiArimrin : Question.) to do this. 

However 1 appreciate the point raised by Mr. Datta, and I can assure 
him that in cases where the creditor has been to the ^ivil Court and has 
paid an ad valorem court-fee of Rs. 11-4, we wili t certainty take steps 
that lie may not have to pay a further sum again. t*jjeefl!a Toree of the 
argument . (Rai Hakkndka Nath Cjiafhih hit Without amending 
the rules what steps can jou take?) That will he the step. I jiave 
said so. Of course I may bot hate used the expression in the way in 
which Mr. Chaudhuri desires it, but it is there. Proper action will be 
taken with regard to such cases where the creditor after going to the 
Civil Court has paid an ad valorem fee of Rs. 11-4 per cent, and has 
to pay the same amount again if lie has to enforce the award through 
the certificate officer. 

\\ it h regard to the question of consent being taken in writing, I 
answered thut question put to me by Mr. Datta and pointed out to him 
in reply to a supplementary question that it was not possible to have 
consent in writing in all cases, hut instructions have been given to all 
officers that where it is possible and feasible, consent should be taken 
on the record in writing. Rut we have known — and I have known 
from my personal experience of the Boards that I have visited—that 
where even the landlords have given facilities to their officers to be 
present before the Boards to signify their assent, they have definitely 
refustMl to give their consent in writing. The result would have been 
if this rule had been promulgated that all such cases would have been 
held up and no settlement could be effected. It is from that point of 
view that I maintain that it is not a feasible proposition to have consent 
in writing in all cases. If it has been proved that there was anything 
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wrong, the matter has been set right in appeal by the appellate cotourt* 
Mr. Dotia may or may not remember that I had been to his district of 
Tippera in April 1938 where I made it a point to see the District Judge 
and the Special Appellate Officer — a Munsif, whose name I shall not 
mention — and discussed this matter with them, and on having a dis- 
cussion I found that the Appellate Officer also agreed with me that it 
was^ndl a feasible proposition to have consent in writing in all oases. 
Therefore, Sir, to the rule promulgated by Government no further 
amendment is necessary. 

Mr. DHIREHDRA NATH DUTTAs When did you go to 

Tippera Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: In April, 
1938. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Was it on the 1st of 

April? 4 Laughter). 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. On 

the 1st of April 1 was with you in this House. (Renewed laughter.) 

Now, Sir* with regard to the other allegation that my friend 
Mr. Dutta has made that Boards have not Wen given all the powers,, 
I have 1 <»1<1 the House in my opening speech that we liavd^* given 
powers to most of the Boards — the powers that are contemplated’ in 
the Act. I agree entirely* with him that the progress of work of these 
Boards in the beginning was slow; it must be slow because to start 
with they must make themselves familiar with the provisions of the 
Act and the rules and the\ must be told about the interpretation and 
application of this Act to individual cases. It was only for this reason 
that the progress of the work of the Boards was slow in the beginning, 
but the outturn of the Boards ought not to leave any doubt in the 
mind of anyone that in the course of these three years they have given 
a satisfactory account of their activities. (Rai Harendha Nath 
CHArbHFRi : From your own figure, not even 50 per cent, of the 
cases have Wen disposed of.) That also has been due to other factors, 
namely, that we have not Boards established all over the province. 
TW idea was to have 5,000 Boards in the province and that there will 
W at least one Board for each union or one Board for two small 
unions. And we thought that in 6,000 Union Boards, at least 5,000 
Debt Settlement Boards would be able to cover on^ big or two small 
Union Boards. I have given an account of the establishment of the 
Boards from time to time. And that ought to show to Rai Ilarendra 
Nath Chaudhuri that we have not been slow from that pgint of view. 
Sir, my friend says that it is a question of opinion ; undoubtedly it is, 
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mb that shows that Government is justified in its policy. That being 
die petition I submit that there is no point in #hftt Mr. Dutta hat 
said, in regard to this particular matter. It would be a happy thing i! 
all our dfbts came to an end overnight. We could then be very happy 
to tell everybody concerned that the agricultural debts of the province 
have been wiped off. I would leave it to you, Sir, to recall the result 
of the Board of Economic Enquiry Committee set up in this province, 
and as a result of that Enquiry Committee it transpired that the debts 
of the rural masses of the province was found to be Rs. 100 crores. 
If there is anybody that wants to see all those debts are wiped off in a 
moment, — that would be a very happy thing indeed. But, Sir, Govern- 
ment who are responsible not only to the indebted masses but also res- 
ponsible to those w ho have out of sympathy with their distressed neigh- 
bours, advanced some money to them — Government are responsible to 
them also, and we have got to see that these responsibilities to all are 
discharged satisfactorily. Let me now relate a story which is perhaps 
familiar to everybody in this House. Sometimes in a feast when a 
householder has not got enough to offer, lie offers large pieces , of sweets 
to anyone that he comes across although it is not possible for him to 
please everybody. The result is that everybody refuses these big 
things but the guests are satisfied and Ht the same tjj,me the house- 
holder keeps all the sweets to himself. The suggestion completely to 
wipe off the agricultural debts of this province embodies a proposition 
*whiclMiobody can agree to, and 1 do not think any further argument 
is necessary. As regards the power of revision to the District Judges, 
it w'as also suggested by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta in connection with 
the amending Bill of mine which was mooted in December last. I 
gave a reply to that particular point and i submit that 1 have nothing 
* further to add to what 1 said on that occasion. These are all the 
points, Sir, that call for a reply and 1 oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that the demand of 
Rs. 211,12,000 under the head “25 — General Administration — Debt 
Conciliation”, be reduced by 11s. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ hie Mr. Mukuuda Belrnry Mullick that the 
demand of Its. 23,12,000 be granted for expenditure under th? head 
“25 — General Administration — Debt Conciliation”, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-10 p!m. - 

The House was adjourned till 0-30 p.m., on Thursday, the 28th 
March, 194(J), at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of lie Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act. 1938. 

y 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Thursday, the 28th March 1940, at 6-80 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the llon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul HaquB, 
c.i.k. ) ill the Chair, 9 HoiTble Ministers and 191 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Expansion of Zorwarganj Government Weaving School. 

*252. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Has the atfem 
ti >n of tlie Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture and ^ 
Industries Department been drawn to tl»e growing demand for 
admission of mote studepts in -the (Government Weaving School at 
Zorwarganj due to the starting of the National Cotton Mills at 
Chittagong!” 

(It) Has the Hon 'hie Minister received a representation from th«j^ 
Secretary, Nationul Cotton Mills, Limited, Chittagong, for the expan* 
«ion of the Zorwarganj Government Weaving School for training 
more boys to meet local demands in weaving industry? 

(*) If so, what steps is he proposing to take for giving effect to 
the jfrniand 1 made in the said representation? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tantizuddin Khan): (a) No. 

The Director of Industries has, however, received a request from the 
Chittagong Industrial # Development Comm it tee for the training of 
100 boys Ih the school on a temporary basis. # 

(A) No. The Director of Industries has received a request of the 
Lind from ftke Chairman of ‘the National Cotton Mills, Limited, 
Chittagong. 
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( e ) As the school provides for training in ^ndloom weaving 
whereas the National Cotton Mills want men traced in power loom 
leaving, the training of more boys than th^f* number at present 
trained in the school will serve no useful purpose. 

MK ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c), is 
the Hon ’hie Minister aware that there is much in common between 
handloom weaving and power loom weaving so far as preparatory and 
finishing processes are concerned’ and, therefore, the training of more 
hoy s in the said school is not useless as the Hon’ble Minister says? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAM IZUDDIN KHAN: That is a question of 
opinion. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many students are at present getting training in 
the Zorwarganj Government Weaving School? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAH: I want notice 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government think it desirable to send there 
a peripatetic demonstration party to meet the demand in the Chitta- 
^ gong district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The honourable mem- 
ber gives out a suggestion just now, and 1 cannot say anything off- 
hand. If a representation is made properly to Government, it will be 
taken into consideration. 

* The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 just point out 
that notice lias been given of an adjournment motion? If it is not 
moved now, it can never he moved. 

Mr. BREAKER: Quite so. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

12 — Chargee on aeoount of Motor Vohiolee Acts. 

Th. Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA SANDY, of Coosimbazar: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move thut a sum of Rs,;4, 50, 000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head *‘12 — Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Acts”? 

The moticn was put and agreed to. 
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-Other Taxes and Duties. 

The Hen'ble Sir BI30Y PRA8AD SINGH ROYS Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move* that 
a sum of Rs. 1,45,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “1& 1 — 
Other Taxes and Duties”. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move * 
that the demand* of Rs. 1,45,000 under the head “ljf — Other Taxes and rt 1 
Duties” he reduced by Its. 100. . 

Sir, last year, during budget discussion on u similar grant, 1 had 
drawn attention to the urgent necessity of formulating some policy 
by Government for the supply of cheap electricity to mufuBsil 
area*, and the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Gommerce and 
labour Department was pleased enough to assure us that he was 
examining the possibilities of some new policy in the matter of 
development ot electricity for the province. Since then there has 
been increasing attention of the public to the problem of electricity 
supply and expansion of electrical schemes, and I understand, that 
nearly a year ago, a report was submitted to Government by the 
Special Officer appointed to enquire into the possibility of develop- 
ment of electrical schemes in this province. We are yet in the dark-* 
us to what Government have done so far with regard to that scheme 
or that report. The report of Mr. Kedclift was received or rather 
signed b\ him in March, 193th This is March, 1940. Nearly a year 
has elapsed and we have not had any evidence of Government having 
received the report or come to a decision on the matter. In that 
report certain valuable preliminary data have been noted, but unfor- 
tunately we do not find any definite guidance given. As some experts 
have characterized 4 , that report is more like a compendium of existing 
circumstances in Bengal and other provinces than a report throwing 
some new* light on the expansion of electricity in Bengal. Sir, the 
time has come when the Government have to formulate a definite 
line of action following the decision about the policy that the Govern- 
ment will adopt henceforth in the matter of development of electricity, 
because it is on the success of electrical schemes and the possibility 
of supply of cheap electricity numerous beneficent measures in the 
rural as well as in the urban parts of Bengal depend, including pro- 
posals for extensive irrigation schemes, and about the development of 
small and big industries. The economic activities in the rural parts 
of Bengal depend entirely on the possibility of supply of cheap 
► electricity. It was on the last occasion I submitted tliat Government 
would be* well acjyised 1 to examine some of the suggestions from time 
to time 'made both by experts and by others in this connection. I 
submitted that it would be desirable, for example, to examine the 
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possibility of hydro-electric schemes in the nof’thern part of Bengal 
as well as thermal schemes in some parts like the coal areas and areas 
near about Calcutta. Since then the biff Mulajore Power House of 
the ■Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation was established and on the 
occasion of the opening ceremony of that Power House, His 
Excellency the Governor made certain observations throwing some 
light on the possibility of supply of cheap electricity. We would like 
to know from Govern merit if there is any foundation in the expecta- 
tion held out by HiH Excellency in that connection. Sir, I under- 
stand that an officer of Government, an I.O.S. officer, was sent to 
England with a view to make a study of the administration of elec- 
trical schemes. We do not know whether that estimable gentleman has 
come hack to India with the necessary experience, nor do we know if any 
valuable report lias been submitted. It is only rumoured' that when 
sanction was asked for his travelling expenses the Finance Department 
pressed for a report, and a report of two foolscap sheets has been 
received which is not worth the paper on which it is typed. Sir, I 
would like to know if Government are prepared to follow up the 
assurance given by the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy on the last occasion 
that Government wiim examining the possibility of large and sipall 
schemes, as well as the possibility of nationalisation of electric Hupply 
concerns. On tin* various suggestions Government must have got 
some expert views or opinions or recommendations. We would also 
like to know from the llon'ble Minister in charge of Commerce and 
Labour if these various suggestions have been or are being examined 
by duly qualified experts. 1 submit that so long the Electrical 
Department of the Government of Bengal had been more or less doing 
the work of a police department. They were merely controlling the 
electric supply concerns with no idea of a commercial development, and 
no id (mi of supply of cheap electricity to the province. They were 
merely controlling the excesses or alleged infringements of the Indian 
Electricity Act by the Electricity Supply concerns. I would like to 
know from the Hon’ble Minister in charge if they have, apart from the 
policing in connection with electricity, any definite idea about the 
advancement or development of electrical schemes as has been under- 
taken by other provinces. From the report of Mr. Redelift it appears 
that the province of Madras has made a great advance in this connec- 
tion and so also the provinces of the Punjab, the United Provinces, and 
Bombay. 

We would like to know ami have an assurance from the Hon’ble 
Minister that the Government of Bengal is also trying to follow tlie 
good work dmifc by other provinces in this connection. 

Sir, I am not a technical expert and I am not a position to give 
Government any technical advice; but I know as a cdmmeririai nma 
that when technical things like this come up to the Gov&ameM^Jbl 
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consideration, the best thing the Government can do is to obtain the 
best technical advice in the matter. Unfortunately our Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour is too much steeped in 
work, and probably his labour knows no limit. He has also had added 
to his own files the important and onerous files of the Finance Minister. 
If he does not get sufficient time to look into the other projects — projects 
which are likely to give so much Wnefit to the province, — then it is 
time that with the consent of his Chief — the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 


— he should part with some of his important functions and allow other 
Ministers who have probably a little more time and a little more 
opportunity to examine such things, to take up such files and to take up 
such duties on which very largely the development of rural as well as 
urban eeonomie life of the provinee depends. 


Sir, I would like Government to examine if there is anything in the 
valuable 1 suggestion made by Mi. Redelift that preliminary to any 
estimate of the possibility of electrical development, an industrial 
survey — a properly constituted survey — of the possibilities of industrial 
development in the province* has got to be finished. Mr. Redclift seems 
to think — and I believe an expert like him really means what he said — 
that much depends on the total load, and if the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee cannot finish its labour in time and cannot give an indication as 
to the* line of development of industries they are contemplating, then 
it is not possible for the electrieal expert to formulate any scheme; for 
unless he knoa> the load factor on which his scheme has got to lie 
prepared or formulated, lie cannot do anything. On the other hand, 
it appears that the* Industrial Survey Committee think that unless they 
know what powei or at what e*os1 the power is going to be. obtained, it 
is difficult for thorn to sugge»st any line of envelopment of small and 
middle-sized industries. It appears theit we are in the midst of an 
argument in a circ le — tin* Industrial Survey Committee will hold back 
their work on the expectation that the expert of the Electrical Depart- 
ment will give an idea of the cheap power that is available, and, the 
electrical expert will s»\ that unless In* gets an indication of the future 
possibilities ot industrial development he* cannot proceed any further. 
So Government will have to find scum* solution, *s»me method, some 
menus by which to get over this vicious c ircle. 


: Sir, I submit that apart from this question of cheap electricity 
there is a very important question whie*h has got to lie settled first and 
foremost, that is, the qiitstion as to how Government propose to organise 
the development of electricity in this province* in future. In the past, 
so far only private enterprise was depended upon for the development 
of electricity* as a result whereof, the more profitable concerns and the 
more profitable areas were taken up by private parties, and, through 
private enterprise, whatever is possible for the development of 
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electricity, Has been done. Now, Sir, the time has come for Govern*- 
ment to see if Government with its own resources either directly or with 
encouragement from Government to private firms, can or should develop 
electrical schemes in this province. In this connection, Government 
may either think of owning electricity concerns themselves having 
nationalised all existing electrical concerns or they may think of 
encouraging by subsidies or otherwise some such well-organised private 
companies which they might approve of. There is the danger of 
political interference in details of technical management when Govern- 
ment would try to undertake such a big scheme themselves with their 
own resources directly. I would like Government to examine the 
possibilities of following the healthy practice, that we find in Great 
Britain, of permitting Electricity Commissioners or a Board of 
Electricity Commissioners to manage, on behalf of the nation, the 
nationalised electrical concerns and such a Board of Electricity or 
Electricity Commisioners might be established here even now 
with a view to examining the various schemes. Sir, I submit that 
there may, at the present time as some persons think, be a dearth of 
suitable experts in connection with the development of electricity 
schemes in this province. If that is true there should be no stone left 
unturned to get the best man possible for this kind oi work from 
wherever possible. It is no use hiding the fact that we do not have in 
this province or probably even in India, sueli experts as may give us 
in some respects the most valuable expert guidance in this connection. 
M ysore did not stop from getting the best advice from America. Ireland 
— free Ireland — did not stop or hesitate from getting expert advice 
from Germany and such international help may be sought for, if 
necessary, if Bengal is to get cheap supply of electricity. It is 
understood that in the Calcutta ami, the cost of manufacture of 
electricity, as calculated by the Calcutta Electric Supply Company in 
connection with an arbitration case, comes up to nearly 8 pies per unit 
although, of course, our experts say that it might be even less. In the 
mufassil, l understand, the average cost is about three annas and six 
pies per unit. In the mufassil, the actual rate per unit for consumers 
varies from five annas to eight annas. This is appallingly high and no 
amount of development of industry can be contemplated so long as such 
high rates for electricity are prevalent. 

There need not be any conflict of interests between the Government 
—the new policy that Government may formulate — and the existing 
electrical concerns. If large electric power houses are established with 
the help of Government on the basis of the grid system, then small 
concerns which supply electricity in small mufassil towns may be 
absorbed into that big distributing agency. These small concerns may 
be easily maintained, so long as they have got the licence, at the present 
moment Without expropriating their interests completely. They may 
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be absorbed into a big comprehensive scheme of electrical development 
giving them: their due" place in the matter of electricity and mainly with 
regard to distribution. These concerns may get cheap electricity from 
the big power house where the electrical energy will be manufactured 
at a very low coat under the grid system and thereafter distribute the 
power to small consumers at cheaper rates. 

Sir, I do not like to take the time of the House any more. I would 
only implore Government on a matter like this to rise above 
party considerations; let us see that during our regime, during the time 
when the Hon’ bit* Ministers are Ministers and wo are on this side of 
the House as well as those on our left are there, we may put our heads 
together to find out how best we can give Bengal cheap pbwer for the 
purpose not merely of developing our industries blit also of improving 
our agriculture. 


(Here the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir. I beg to move that 
the demand of IN. l,4o,000 under the head ‘*1*1 — Other Taxes and 
Duties” be reduced by Its. 100. 

The object of my motion is to discus* t he failure of the Government 
to implement un> scheme for supply of cheap electrical power for 
industrial and agricultural improvement of the province. 

Sir, after the learned speech of iii\ honourable friend, Dr. Kanyal, 
I have not very many words to say in this connection. My reason for 
moving this cut motion is that I have been giving notice of a resolution 
for the appointment ot an expert committee for the development of 
electricity schemes in this province for more than two years. Unfor- 
tunately for me. Sir, my resolution could not secure a high place in the 
ballot session after session. It is just for this reason that T have tabled 
this cut motion. 

It is a matter of deep regret. Sir, that Bengal which is so rich in 
hurrying streams as well as in hoarded coal should be so much lacking 
in electrical power. There are not very many provinces in India which 
are so rich in these resources; still they have developed their electricity 
projects. It is a matter, therefore, of great shame that a popular Gov- 
ernment now in office for the fourth year should be unable here to 
propound even a scheme, far less to give effect to it, even after such 
a length of time. I put a question in the November session as to what 
the Industrial Survey Committee have had to say on the subject. The 
only reply, Sir, that I got was that they made an interim report on the 
matter. I again put a question in this session to ascertain what was 
. the report like. The answer that 1 got was t hat the import could not 
be published now because it was under the consideration* of the Govern* 
ment. How long it will be under the consideration of the Government# 
of course we do not know, but that answer shows that this Gofenunafrt 
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bas no inclination to move fast in this matter. "It suffers from an 
absolutely anti-diluvian and wooden attitude so far as this very 
important question affecting the development of the agricultural and 
industrial resources of this province is concerned. 

Now, Sir, let me state in passing that I do not agree with my 
friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal when he says that private companies 
should be subsidised in this matter. This is not a thing that can be 
achieved by subsidising a private company or companies. It is a large 
venture and hus got to be undertaken by the Government with all the 
financial resources at their disposal. Other Governments — by other 
Governments l mean the other Provincial Governments in India — have 
taken upon themselves the duty of supplying cheap electricity. Even, 
Sir, such a minor province as Bihar appointed an expert committee and 
even made some provision to act up to its report. Dr. Sanyal says that 
there are not very many experts in this country who can be consulted 
in such matters. 1 do not think that is a correct statement. In the 
first place who uus responsible for the Western Ganges Grid Scheme P 
It was Sir William Stamp, the late t hief Engineer of the United 
Provinces. Again, Sir, Bihar had found out experts to give them 
dependable advice in this matter and. Sir, this was the position in Bihar 
last year. T am quoting from the speech of the Jlon’ble Finance 
Minister of that province made in introducing the Budget for 1939-40: 

“In March, 1938, the Government of Bihar appointed a Special 
Officer to investigate into the possibilities ot inaugurating an electrifica- 
tion scheme for the province and charged him with the duties of carry- 
ing out a survey of the areas covered b\ it. lie was further asked to 
collect necessary materials and formulate tentative proposals. He 
mude an exhaustive enquiry and submitted his report.” 

Then he went on to say, “Government has since appointed a technical 
committee consisting of three experts — Messrs. Forbes of Mysore Gov- 
ernment, Parkinson of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation and 
Mitra of Government of India. The report of the Special Officer was 
subjected to scrutiny ami examination by this committee with the result 
that the scheme has been found not only to be feasible but sound in the 
opinion of the members of the committee, and in the opinion of the 
members of the committee it is incumbent upon Government to carry out 
such a scheme.” They had estimated the cost of this scheme at 
something like Hs. 2 A crores and the Finance Minister said: “It is 
proposed to meet the cost by a loan. Meanwhile the suggested staff 
will lie appointed and details worked out. The cost of preparing the 
scheme etc., etc.” (The Hon’ble Mr. II. 8. StJHRAWAitDY : What 
happened?) This is what happened. They got a full-fledged scheme 
prepared by an expert and thoroughly examined by an expert committee, 
they provided for a staff to work out the details a year ago, whereas 
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the Govemife4nt of Bengal have done nothing so far. What has been 
possible for Bihar should surely have been possible for Bengal which 
attempts to vie with the bigger Provincial Governments like the United 
Provinces Government and the Madras Government. 

Sir, what was the position in Madras? In Madras they took over a 
loan of more than Rs. 6 erores at the inauguration of the present 
Reforms for the Cauverv-Mettur project. The earlier projeet was the 
Pykara projeet which served five districts in Madras. The next pro- 
ject, i.e., the Cauverv-Mettur project, is designed to serve 7 districts 
and that project has Wen brought into ojieration since November, 19d7, 
after the new Government took their office. Not only that, Sir. They 
further extended their electrical schemes. They did not depend on hydro- 
electric projects alone. They went further and instituted thermal 
schemes and thermal stations were set up in Vizagapatam as well as in 
Bezwada and Coconada. Not only that. A major scheme not of the 
hydro-electric type but a combined hydro-thermal scheme known as the 
Papanasam project has been introduced and nearing completion. This 
scheme, when in full operation, will electrify the rest of the province. 
Sir, when so much advance has been made by Madras, our Government 
is not even ready with one single scheme, far less ready to put into 
effect. Sir, after introducing the electricity schemes they im Madras 
have even substantially raised their revenues under this h<sid. They 
took over as I said, a loan of (» erores of rupees for the ('auvery-Mettur 
project from the Government of India and they have to repay the loan 
in 70 annual instalments of Its. 00 and odd lakhs per year. By this 
time by the sale of cheap power they have raised their revenue under 
the head “Electricity’* so much thnl they now expect (so far as I can 
see from their present Budget) a net revenue of Its. Ofi lakhs from the 
electricity schemes, i.e., they are going to get more than they have to 
pay annually for the liquidation of the (’nuverv-Mettur loan. That is 
the position, Sir, in Madras. 

So far as United Provinces in concerned — I think l)r. Sanya] went 
into their schemes — there they have protected 1J million acres from 
famine by the development of the Western Ganges Grid Scheme, Not 
only that, Sir. They are also pushing forward what is known as the 
Eastern Grid Scheme. Now, Sir, the Western Ganges Grid System 
is a scheme which was meant for the development of industries and 
agriculture in six districts — particularly in those districts which suffered 
from frequent drought. T^e result has been that districts which 
suffered from chronic failure of rain and from famine are now' getting 
, plenty of crops because of that beneficent scheme earned out by the 
United Provinces Government at a cost of about Rs. erores. 

Of course now-a-days in the matter of electrification one ne**d not 
think simply of hydro-electric schemes. Electric schemes for the sale 
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of cheap power do not now-a-daye mean simply hydro-electric project*. 
It in for that reason I referred almost at the beginning of my Speech 
to the fact that Bengal is so much rich in coal. Take for instance 
England and Germany, countries which have plenty of coal. There 
they do not think of hydro-electric projects. They run their electri- 
city schemes mostly by taking help of steam plants. Even in the 
present-day America it has been found that thermo-electric schemes 
are much cheaper in their coist and products than hydro-electric 
schemes. The Hon’ble Minister ought to know that even in the 
Niagra region thermo-electric project is worked with greater profit, 
i.e., supplies cheaper electricity than that produced by the Niagra 
Hydro-Electricity Company. If he is not aware of these things, he 
ought to be aware of them when he is to take important decisions of 
far-reaching consequence in this matter. But 1 must say that this 
Government has waited much too long for launching a scheme for the 
electrification of this province. It has no ground except its own 
indifference and inefficiency for wailing further. Sir, Bengal has 
plenty of resources which lie untapped and simply because our Govern- 
ment is so wooden that it cannot move that these resources lie still 
untapped and we have sunk into 1 lie position of a backward and a 
benighted province while other and pome less resourceful provinces even 
have gone ahead with their electricity projects. I would, therefore, 
urge upon the Government the immediate necessity of taking up and 
launching in right earnest a scheme for the electrification of this 
province and not to take recourse to lame excuses any further. 

Mr. R. J. HAWKINGS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not know whether 
Government have under consideration any scheme for the improve- 
ment of the electrical industry in Bengal. But if they have, I feel sure 
that the whole province will welcome the improvement of what should 
he a major and most important industry and any development would not 
fail to command the support of all commercial organisations. 

If electrical supply companies are to he formed, they must be 
financed either by private capital or else by Government or possibly by 
semi-private bodies sponsored by Government and in either case there 
are certain dangers to he avoided. 

If private capital is to be attracted, it is absolutely necessary to 
eiusure that the capital so invested has some reasonable chance of 
earning a dividend. There have already been in Calcutta ill-advised 
attempts to interfere with the normal activities of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Company, and in Madras, Government have imposed a tax on 
certain electric supply companies but forbidden them to pass the tax on 
to the consumers. The result is that the 3 or 4 supply companies there 
who havj spent several difficult years in establishing their position now 
find themselves unable to show any return for their capital at all. Such 
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methodi wiu not attract capital for investment in electric supply com- 
panies whether from Indians or from Europeans, and no money will be 
aTailable for investment unless it can be guaranteed a reasonable 
chance of earning dividend. * • 

If, on the other hand, Government wish to Jb as has been done in the 
Punjab, Madras and other provinces and develop electric supply 
companies under their own organisation, then I think it will be desir- 
able to provide some means oilier than the normal channel of Govern- 
ment activities to enable such companies to be developed. An electric 
supply company is not an easy organisation to develop. Generally 
speaking, some years must elapse before it can show any profit at all 
and it is absolutely essential that coincidence with the inception of the 
supply there should be some loud or building organisation to develop 
and help industry to take advantage of the electric supply becoming 
available. Even in a highly industrialised country like England the 
success of the supply companies or other organisations is dependent on 
the success of the load development departments and such organisations 
employ highly paid and highly qualified engineers who have no other 
purpose Than to encourage ami assist industry to draw supplies from 
the electric supply companies. 

Furthermore, it ma\ even be necessary tor a country like India 
which is less industrialised and where the people have less money to 
provide certain funds to help consumers to purchase power equipment 
and motors to enable them to change over from their old systems to 
electric power. 

I suggest, therefore, if Government are seriously considering any 
large scheme, a separate body should be formed somewhat similar to 
the Electrical Commissioners in England which body should consist of 
a few expert engineers who should he free to develop the possibilities of 
electric supplies in every possible way. I do not think that under * 
the existing regulations governing audit, appointment and pay that 
electric supply companies can easily develop in a country so little 
industrialised as Bengal. On the other hand, if there were a small 
body of 5 or 6 Commissioners who had no other interest than the 
development of electric power supplies in the province and who wet 
responsible only to the Minister then possibly much could be done. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
marvel at the acumen of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval and his inside informa- 
tion of matters with whi<4i Government is at present dealing. I do not 
know how be came to ascertain, which is a fact, tha # t I am considering 
the appointment of electricity commissioners for the purpose of taking 
up the question of the development of electricity in the province. 
Also I do not know how he has come to know that up till now 
Mr. Redelift’s report has not been placed before me for consideration 
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aftd that very recently — and but a few hours ago — the notes regarding 
the preliminary report of the Industrial Survey Committee have come up 
before me. 

Sir, the policy that cheap electricity should somehow or other be 
provided for the people*^ the province has been formulated. The 
question now is how that can be done. (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhitri : It is a matter of policy only!) The policy is there; the 
only question is method. 

I do not think, Sir, that 1 stood, exactly in need of a lecture from 
Mr. Chaudhuri on the different values and importance of thermal uuits 
and hydro-electrical units. As a matter of fact, the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation which is one of the biggest thermal units in the 
Katst, if not the biggest, is cheaper than any hvdro-electrical unit that 
has been established of that size. One of the main questions for putting 
down an electricity plant is the nearness of the, load and the amount of 
the load. It pays, for instance, a body like the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation to bring its coal from the coal areas and develop electricity 
near the industrial load than to develop electricity in the coal areas and 
bring electricity here by the use of high tension wires. 

Therefore, Sir, one of the first things that we should note, if we want 
to develop electricity, is that we should have some idea with regard to 
the industrial and agricultural possibilities of this province; and in 
regard to this, Sir, there has been no survey. I am hoping that the 
second survey of the Industrial Survey Committee will go into this 
question and will give us some idea with regard to the industrial and 
agricultural loads and the electricity requirements of the province. 
There are many units; 1 believe there are as many as 40 plants already 
in existence in Bengal. All of them are eager to have industrial and 
agricultural loads, but there does not seem to he any need for their 
electricity. 1 ani certain that these plants will be aide to sell electri- 
city at a cheaper rate if that load was forthcoming. We have tried our 
heist to induce municipalities to put up waterworks which may take the 
advantage of the electricity load within the area so that the company 
may prosper and at the same time be in a position to reduce its rate. 
(Rai Haekndha Nath CiiArmuwi: How' many?) There are many who 
have done it and there are many more who are doing it. We have 
advised all these municipalities where electricity is already in existence 
to utilise that electricity for the purposes of waterworks. 

Now, Sir, I do not think that I need go into the very important 
questions which have been raised hv Mr. Redclift in his Report which, 
although it ha* not come up to me with proper notations, A have gone 
through for the purpose of understanding the electricity problem of this 
province. The Report is not merely a collection of the electricity 
concerns in other provinces but it dqes make some very valuable sugges- 
tions. It seems to me that in order to put those suggestion* into 
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practice mm m not the proper and the best time. The war is on us, 
and prices of all the plants have gone up, and we shall not be able to 
get plants even if we want them. (Dr. Naunaksha Saitstal: But you 
can finish the preliminaries.) Yes, I quite agree with Dr. Sanyal that 
this is a most suitable opportunity for us to fonqpjate schemes and keep 
them ready so that when the war is over we may be able to put those 
schemes into practice and it will certainly help the province in the 
slump which I foresee will come after the war. Now, Sir, it has been 
stated that the resources of this province are considerable, and possibly 
much greater than the resources of the other provinces. I do not think, 
Sir, that there is any very great justification for a statement of this 
kind. It is possible that with our resources we may be able to supply 
electricity as cheaply or as dearly as the other provinces are doing, but 
as a matter of fact our resources are limited. Electricity can only be 
developed in one corner of this province if we wish to utilise our coal 
resource**; our water power resources can be developed on another 
corner of the province, namely, in the northern portion of Bengal if we 
can take advantage of the water power of Sikkim. But the resources 
which are provided by gradient as we have for instance in the 
Punjab, or in the United Provinces are not available to us, us our 
province is flat. The resources that ure provided by water power 
as in Bombay, very near the industrial load, are not available to us. 
Therefore, that factor will also have to be considered. Here the watei 
resources are very far away from our industrial load, and we are trying 
to see whether we cannot induce railways, big or small, to co-operate 
with us in taking from our hands some of the electricity that we ma> 
develop. If we are able to do that, if we are able to interest the rail- 
ways in that, then we cun certainly go in for big schemes. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Sanyal: Is that the last word?) No, no, that is not the 
last word. 

Now, Sir, the question of getting cheaper electricity depends on 
the magnitude of the plants. Every one knows that small plants are 
uneconomical, and that is one of the main reasons why in the mufassil 
the people have to pay a higher rate — sometimes as much as seven annas 
or eight annas per unit. So, the bigger the plant the cheaper will be 
the electricity, and we are considering a scheme of putting up bigger 
plants by grouping load areas which as yet has not been worked out. 
Now, Sir, I must confess that this problem, namely, the problem of 
development of cheap electricity has to a very large extent eluded me and 
the best way out that I can find is 10 appoint a Board of Electricity 

* Commissioners who will be* able to assist Government in framing 
schemas. No4r, whether the future development of # electricity will 

• depend on private enterprise, subsidized or otherwise, or will be taken 
up by Government itself under the advice of an expert commissioner 
has also got to be very seriously considered. Government h^ye not as 
yet decided on that question. I have my own predilections in the 
• 11 



DEMANDS ^OR GRANTS. 


[ 28 t» Mas. 


146 

matter and my predilections are in favour of Government taking up the 
matter and not leaving it to private enterprise. (Eai Harendra Nath' 
Cimitdhuri: That is right, that is right.) But that is a matter, Sir, 
which. must, in the end, depend very much on expert advice. We 
hope, Sir, that within^he next few months I shall he in a position to 
take u forward step and then formulate a certain scheme for the 
purpose of ascertaining the industrial and agricultural loads which are 
available to us. After we have done that we shall he able to take up 
a proper scheme, and hope that in the interim period, that is to say, 
within the time (luring which we will not he able to get the machinery 
for putting up the plants, we shall he in a position to frame an adequate 
ischeme which will he placed before the House in due course. I hope. 
Sir, in view of the statement 1 have made the movers will he good' 
enough to withdraw their motions. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Kwnal that tin* demand of 
Us. 1,40,000 for expenditure under the head “id — Other Taxe«* and 
Duties’' he reduced by Its. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Itai Harendra Nath (hnudhuri that the, demand of 
Us. 1,45,000 for expenditure under tin* head “Id — Other Taxes and 
Duties” he reduced by Us. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hou’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Uo\ that a sum 
of Kis. 1,40,000 he granted for expenditure under the head ”ld — Other 
Faxes and Duties'*, was then put and agreed to. 


“41 — Veterinary.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN ; Sir. on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor. 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Us. 0,00,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “41 — 
Veterinary”. 


Mr. 0HARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Hs. 0,00,000 under the head "41 — Veterinary” he reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

tor*. t* fat mlhfareR fan m&num to to 

.w cswlwn *r faro fan; fro* 

TO* tall TO asfjT TO faCTOTtt TOWft H^C'TTR CTO5* 5Ttl fTO 
•R f«R TOtTO TOt, <T*tJ*rra m$ veterinary 

to* etotoi a*rc* a* atfro fpfror apfgSF circroi 

m*C\ $5 * to nwir to foft 

C41W TOR* TOR OtttUA *T ?TO (TRFT 4t®PFT5Tf 

nfaR ii w pwr wr ffcntT ac* to cro^t Mtot to*a toi to to 

TO TO5TO TOtf* TO TO TOR C* Al4T* TOt 



1040.3 p DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 14* 

at Tff?r W*toi stoI spw?1i ?c£i ^s&ob it? nto a toe? ?y^r ?fi 
&T? TOf? aftftl suggestion tocitor? Cl TOS province a? TO a^T? Director, 
TOJT toTW? TO aTT? CTTT? Deputy Director, 3CCTT WTO? TO a?5R 
CTOI? Chief Inspector , 2CTOT TO a^T CTO? Inspector ait aero 

$CRI? THi aTT? CTO? veterinary Mtl? S aT^l 4>toir Hloli IbtomsiCI? 
in^tr tostt 1 1 to^s 5 Tw 4 t tH*G istu to?? ?r i m©*i cht> ^to^? dto from 
cbtia tt?t*c imr? to?? i to ?* r. at *i<i fn ^itoh? aTOcrjr H^ito in 

hutch tot to $w?? cro? cot? to ?tT$i? c5tc®i i nf? tom ctos' nrf? 
to WTWjCT Ct TOT HRill I$5 TTj ?T5TK^t lx>rd Linlithgo ? stud bull 
creir rr^T at ?? *r?Tto Smto?? to oti ctt? tot; crr?cf? to ?r ait Tutor 
mro? Srrto toiTc?? to tot; to <ra«tort? trr it ?r? *T 7 ?f? citoinr 
ITT ?TCT aT ?TO *OT TOto *f*T^ $W? I? fTO TTf? ?T to TO? at SOT? Sfl5T? 
TtoT CbTTOI I TO 5 ” H^C^ TTt 5T?1Ct? 5RT R?C? ?''TO*t? CTO 1 ? ^TT-m^T? 

?ci ircr fro to wto n*t^i ?tt aT Srto-toiR to*t <toW to cot? ito 

TO?T? suggestion SR 7 TTC? ?W e T‘CT , S TO CTOWX TOfTt it? 2TCTO TT?TI aTOR 
CTOC? veterinary 5T?F? 6 ?T$?i fatown ?T<IC\5^ , TOtfC^ ^?T^CT? 

$TTT? CUT I a*fi? concrete example tofa I «rr*OT? (jTTOtST HT^IT- TPRT 
CTO? TO? I* CTOC? ?Jf5 circle a ?T3 «*^f£ veterinary TOT? TOCf? I 
at 3f?*tr? «TW c fC? 5 $' TOFt «RT(R CTOS* TO?? to TO? TO^l ITT TOT I at 
veterinary tor? ?$<C? 5 $ CTO C?TC^? IH5 COT f?W? ffTC5 f?CICI?l aT? 

tom crow" mf? to cro circT? to cot c?$?t? to? at tone?? to 

$rto toir? cto?:!?? Tyror^ enre^ bK«T?TT?1 c?«?t it^t ®n? cro Sro? 
a ?r?s ? ?i' c? ?rt i 

,a ?*?:=? n? a?^r to c?tto 5Tti at n? toic?t c«svt ?i? c? trn w 
CTOT ??t OT Dacca a?? Bakarganj (?IW» a?< : JW)\ ®nto toTOX 
CTTCS^ bit C? ??Tl? TO^5 ?\*TTT to c?*?^ Bakaigunj a?< bT?TC\5$ C?*t*1 ?T c TO?C 1, r? 

to ^rc? to ?Tt? to? ^TOv^ct t<i*tco CTt c? ?to ?Rrrr? ?*t^tc5 st?. 

?t? TO Sir? *TOST-OT? totoc? TOOT TO?, TOTOT to? at ??Tto 9 f?^a: $ufo 
f??r? cro^ 1 tc? i *tTq; stud bull fOTt tc? ?ti at ?? ‘>T?rt? *i?^r fbtosTO? 
a^?T x<n\<w «iw<c?^ at to?t? totw? i ?t??1? *rrf\ ?ot? ?<r to nrflto 
tot? 5?? fOT? to y*r? ??? to at?r? tot? ^t? ??? tow c?T?c? T??i tow; 
to? Tot a^ft si*? tom t?t cronrto i to cot c?«rr m to??tot rami 

a?^ tor?? croc? TOmrtsi ?i^?n ®rro?5 ®rtor ??rto 9 i if r? circici t (y'attlo 

disease TOTO? ?</fl ft^CI TOC! to 1 ^ TO? TbtoW? CTO? toll? II ?Tt I TOt TOT 
TOto TOITI cut motion TOTOC?? TOT $*TOTf*H5 CTOlfl C? at ?tto COT" aTOTO, 
&TTT fjTOt TIT CUT l 

Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMED: Mr Speaker, Sir, TOt? veteri- 
nary I under a Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals a? TOC*? tot; TOTT I at Society fcfrb* TOCT mto Hi 
ait to TOt? an?*n tocti toct tIttoto otTot? at Calcutta 

Society for the Prevention of Crtielty to Animals a? # TOl'T-STOrt 
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Wfs c*ro mm m 4*$t *M> ft^jr tori pi* fWH it 
recommend TOR C*5r *Tfa COT? "p'rfH l Pf recommendations 5* *Mfr 
Hfl'W’SA TO! I nrftPffTORl 4*t Pf recommendations COTS — 

(i) .The Society should be a registered body. “It has been brought 
to their notice that applicants for membership have been refused 
membership which would not have been possible if the Society was a 
registered one. Also in view of the fact that the Society is a public 
body constituted for a public purpose and is carried on by subscriptions 
raised from the public and by public funds and whose officers have 
powers to arrest people without warrant, it is imperative that the 
public should be in a position to obtain information regarding the 
cdhduct of the Society which can only be done if the Society is a 
registered body.” 

HTfa COT? CTOTOT— 

(ti) There should be more checks on the powers ot the Secretary with 
regard to expenditure ot money. 

(tit) The Agents ot the Society should be veterinary men as far as 
possible. It would be better to have fewer agents with better pay and 
more sense of responsibility. 

OT *TW TO* OTCt CTOTO PTO TO OTSST OT* Pt* OTX 

=nf* CR recommendation TOR 5T TO nftTO TOR 

TOl Society Jr TO CTO^HTl *5T 5? TOl m head C5TOR 4*3R 

HScfflV t TO , foft m m c*ro toito rTto tot Ytor 4*sr 

TOR 4*51 CTOTO ^ \ Society « maladministration 4* ^S >00 

WM 4fH4 STfTO carters 5T fTO riot TOU STTOi PIC** carters 5T OT 
general public 4*t staff 4* Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Society * ttRT agitation TOT OT nbnCHPG* *TO 4*5t 5TO *M5 

*TO WTf* raw H\ 4*t m TO WtW R *M> TOR Chairman 4* 
TO The Hon’ble Mr. Justice H. G. Pearson, k.t. faSRSR fTOR CTO 
official memlH‘rs OTR* TO CSTO — 

Mr. P. I. Kerr, Director ot Civil Veterinary Department. 

Hon’ble S. K. Sinha, i.c.s., Chief Presidency Magistrate, 
Calcutta. 

Mr. F. D. Bartley, c.b.e., i.p.. Deputy Commissioner, Police 
Headquarters. 

I5TO non-official members flPR 051 *1CR5 TO ;<W<1? (Members : 

rh?, « 

(1) Mr, \Y. u \V\ K. Page, Representative of the Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

(2) Mr. Durgaprasad Khaitan, m.a., b.i„, Representative of the 

, Calcutta Corporation. 
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0 \) Rabu Ram N agin a Singh, Representative of the Advisory 
Committee of Carters. 

(4) Mr. Razaur Rahman Kliau, ii.l.c. • 

(5) Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. m.l.c. 

4 * r toriT cr ^ c* 4TOt ri r*i sci 

4flf5? RRSt 4 W unanimously WTC'SlCV-l — 

The administration should be taken over by Government to be 
worked either under a department of Government or as a branch of 
Calcutta Police. « 

43* ct? «it? 44 ®nzi — t. 

Tlie status and qualifications of the officei in immediate charge of 
the administration of the Act should he those of an officer of the Bengal 
Provincial Veterinary Surgeon. 

«IT? 4tR Cl lady £1 in charge of the Society WCR C>*r3 qualifica- 
tion CTOG«a$Cl she was a nurse in a London hospital. fawrclP TO3T 

w to* 4f? Wi$r? hum w hi fasft cic«t i ( The Hon’ble Mr. 
Tamizcddin Khan : Sir, how is this relevant?) «TTfl 

CWtl ( hear, hear.) Sir, 4TH3T Cl br* STOTl &T4T HTKi 4 445q£4T3 WC4 
jK-IjI CKIMl IT I ifl 4 Society frT ClfSHjTlI IT 4?TT M I 

<8'*HW Society Government 43 b^),ooo N &I4I3 <3 public subscription $ 
donation 4 2TT*$ 8 , 0 oo N 5(41* PHI? I Veterinary (College 43 Principal 

Mr. Kerr 44I>1 scheme 4f33T :h*U$ 3TCV< Cl 8^,ooo N 5T^T5 Society 
ST5T?r*r u\^ t> ’nr? \ 

3T3HC3 it?: Calcutta Society f<ir the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals 43 condit ons of service HMn «itT*t 43T3T i a«rn^[ 

IahJkh x CTOI employee C4T=r 4T?®T STlre TOT ?TT I CTTO falWfltT® TOV — 

Employees whose services are dispensed with suitable notice are 
not entitled to any reason for their discharge. fistl * 3T3 by batch 

dismiss 4OTR l 

BRW3 BTW3 leave 4? 3TWTT5S TO lit 1 44 *TC<TT privilege 

leave C4$ T*tC$ HT3CH IT IT SST3 C5T4 IT C<M | 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I intervene 

at this stage and say that 1 am not concerned with the matter under 
discussion now, and that it^is the Home Department which is respon- 
sible for it. , 

Mr. ABUL HOSSAIN AHMED: Y ou must take courage. 

8WI TO3T PWTR <l*Hll3 C4R «TW3 IT* | fatisr; :? TR 

El 4491 lady Secretary TOR fBfi IT $4T 5Tt C4TI3 TORI •Executive 
Committee 1 immi 1WT m c*t ladv 3 TOf 4TO R CTlTt 
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*faftc5 toot *tot* ***** fat* mf?c* c** t *to cm a*fa tot c* Mr. c. c. 
Biswas, c.i.B., Sir Hari Sankar Paul, k.t., Mr. Jitendralal 

Banerjee, m.l.c., Mr. K. C. Roy Choudhury, m.l.c., Mr. Daud, 

Barrister*at*Law, Mr. N. N. Sen, d.s.c., p.b.s., ft*WT ** CTOS l>WTt* 
membership ft admission TO *Tt 1 TO*! i C*T©in ©TC** t*OT TO3JR *U 
*** fa* fatt* 5m TO faf* ©fa TOT I 

©T**C* C**Q* 4$ Society («$** C* <Ff** r T©T* ftTCW ©fa ** 1 L^ttMcb WC*. 
SN&TC* TO. faffU© TOT ftTO STOfaC© TOT l OTTOC* CTO n^niftKCbCWfal *faC* 
ft allowance faf*C* *^a s ?TTO CTOfa *fa, TO ftTOC* $ C*fafi? TO CTO froo N 
«(t* motor allowance *oo N &T*T fa 7 © ©*T* * r T*‘T-$'*T* TOC 7 * TO *Tfa Wf* \t*fa 
©T CTOOT ftTOC* unparliamentary TO i (Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed: a*5; 
CRn-$r* CTOt* c*F* 7T I) itTO C*$ C*foin fat* *Tfa Head a TO* *fa H#I4 ** fafa 
*$ *$ htcsto** ft** fa *V fame* 7 **>© *rfacs ftRC*R ft** * i*> to ctocto i «i©ft* 

*TTfa 'TOTT *fa ft faSTC 1 ** TOSt The Hon’bta Mr. Tamizuddin Khan TO** 

**©3*^3 CTOC* ft$ Society $T* TOC 7 * TOTOT C**T*C** I STTf* ftTOR* 

***0$ CTO*CTO, P*Sl C*TC^ ft$ C* TOTTC** f*fa?T*C** TOT* C*Cifa ft$ CTOST 
TOTO C**C© TO C* ©*TTO under compulsion ST$T CTO TO TO* *T ( hear, hear). 
TO TOR $T*^C*T* *'ftt*'*T** C** **©3*7$ CTO* 4$ TOST TO* I 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: 1 beg to move that tin* demand of 
Rs. 0,V),.">00 under tin* head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

TORI* *©T*f© TO**. TO<*T* TOP**!!** C*T-*fa*T*1 ^TOst^ **;* *t$T** r 
CTO fa*!* 6 ! *?**T* 3RT faffitf TOTOTO $T*TO* *faC3 *Tfa ft* TOfafa 3*©R ©TO* 
tff?C©fal TOTO ffa3*R C**l ftTOTO *P5**T ^ SR CTO 5TTO*T* *f?*r 5i1fa*T 

fa*n* toi sttotoc** srt cto 3*rc** *c** *r«*c** tow *t tot* **;, *fa* 
SPJjf© TO fc it C*C*(* 5T*r*TC*? 3*TO5 < ST<*M* I *Tsi5[T* TOT, TO!? ® 5TTOTTO TOTT 3 JsH’l* 
fafan CTOt ** I it** fa ®TTO5* 5TTOTTO SCTO't'S TOTO* R^TOC’tfa **?t 

to:*! *iw* *fagms a*r *fa a* fac** ps ®rt!5 tostr toc* tot *tc* 
^**1 ©1** 5^**C?* TO*;TOT* *TO* ! TOTO3 TOf^sr TOTTO*1 © 3RTRT C*TC«T fa* fa* 
IT* TO5 *tCTO t it** it*fa* fa* *TOT TOTO* TOQ *^**T* TOT* fTt*T C*fa© l fa*© 
it TOT TOTO* it -fa* CTOTO* C **? 

SUCHTTOF Ml*'5*tlH* 2t*^C** ** TOt; fafatTO fa©TC** CTO Swfa ** *Tt t \VTO 
TOSlTOT* TOC* fafTCTOt TOT-TO 4 C* ©TC* 5T*TC*T *$5 *©faTC* SRts* *f**T 
** *Rffa©T* TOC*3 ^TOS CTO *fa*3fa ** *Tl ^ fa©TT** 5RT **8o-6* TO* 
TO*-**TTO **T *t*TCI voted ©,Qti.Goo s JPFT it*v chAi-geil 0*,8oo N &PFTI ©**C*T 
TOVfat* CTOR. **T$C"* A— -Sui>erintendenet' it 80,0 oo n i?T*FT , B — 

Veterinary Education and Research $ bS&A*<\ 5PFT. 0 — Subordinate 
establishment *it ?PFT. 1) — Hospitals and Dispensaries ft 

^8,**.Ob* N IjT^T, High Commissioner for India C,boo N |>TTO CTO^ 8 

TOW* b TO 8 ?T*T TOfaT* TOTO** <(CGC? f^lVlfl^C** CTO* allowance Sl^fW 
WTT W *V(TTO **T ftlTCIl 4* ijTW TO* fa*T ?T*T. TOST. TOT, 

twrfa TOB? TOC* TOTO far, TORT t^fTO TOT WTO TO fa ife*? 
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•Ft; fttfavu fasrtR? to?® 1 <?iw? 5 m totrh 5m •tncr a*fl> 

tot-to «rw?i ?^^Tt ff?mc?T? « to?tt? crow? gma-n? 

ViPilW illT^W) 4W TOR OTT <ttC*i at faeit’W 8R) TOT® W*ft ??FR 
TO 9CL1U9R t «TT? ?fa 5*TRT?r ??TR ?^*? *fW5 TO RT TOR I3TTT TOg at f?STR 

$5it?r want toi at tot 5m rt?t ?*r wto cto $*m?t ?tc? ?r wr 
5m r?f TO?r TOfanrI n^R?r to fa? TOTfa$ to ?tro fa\?r tot? 
TORT RTRT? ^asrw tSfa?CR 6 ®RT TOT*51 ISfTO CRT-R?* gTfaTOf I 8TO *TC> 
*T$ R?; TOT RTtCSCI 1 tTtSTPT t5f*T?R ?tC$ TOW^Wt? ♦Ft; fcfa<?TOF Rt?TR CR$?T 
fTOfroi tot* f«R ♦(? ♦nt: a*fvR ^ wrtw n^rro sfro fairwRi 

?^r «x?^[ fofmnr? cro Rramt to ?Tt a?t rt?tr« gtcOT rti tot* ?rot 
at aam? crt-v^* cr«tt to i tor rtrhttr a aarror fro ♦Ft; fofawt*? rc*t 

TOT? «TT0C ♦R t TtJ TOR 5? ?Tt f*W CRT-R?* atlMCa ♦Ft; fafaTO fcfatRT *f?ITtt*T 
?fa?T R^R RTtl *Pt; fafaWTOR fa TOR RT TOR CRt f?RC? C**t C«mr 
3R RT, Cat ®RTt (jTrTOT fl?fa<RT a*R I (TTTOT TOT TOR C? Rf?!R 

5Ft?HT RTT^mc? CRt^TCRtfa RT *f?¥r ?fa?T StTOT 5T^f? *?Tt TO t tfTO 

rt *fa?r 5m ♦ntca c* ntaR *f?rc to? 

gfc TOT? a*51 *f??T ♦Ft: fofWflTO ’TOR *f?C?T ^ fofaw? *ff* 
*tr$.RTC?l 5T?3T*$ *F5lTOTTO «FJ TOTO *TC$5 ?^TO ?lTOTfTOR “a nfaTO’RT 
*Tfa> nf?«F 5 *f?C$ 5tca 5m? TOT5RI aj 5m ♦TTS5T ?TtC? C^TTOT 5tCT5?” at 
TO tfro *? $ a ?TOS fafR TOT? HU^gention a? f??7tT15?*T tfaRRI «TTPT 
?fa ^ tarr «iTf^Ta TOro w? f? ?t i a^?Ft [?to. tor faro a$f$? sf^f 
i?KT aTOT TO CTO(r <it^i •* Hengfll Weekly”. “TOTO TO,*' •‘aTFSTR’* 
nf-m s ^r®T?c^? ^r^tr? w 5t*r Irto rto 5m ^rca c^mr trtc^? *(1x5? 
^rt m aa 5m «R8^ «(?& zf?T ?ta? atT5 w? flTO 
*ro nlFSR toVt? 1 srftflrr TOWt? to ctcsc* mr? at wj so? 

?rr i v5c?t 5m *rrs?T <itc< i c*rrc5? 5t? arrat fR?r 

tTCF HlfHC^ CTO TOt 5m? 5RT SfTi^F RTC^ •TT I CRT-JTf?? ?*Ibltll 

?TtXT5 tto 6 3«( RtTO *Ut$ StC^T 3TT5TCR? tTRT? ?TTOI tRF TOTOF I 

TOTO CTOT? 5itW?«f c T $*TTOR? CfTR-f?5TTCR? FT^RTO 5RT < Tf 1 5T5 $f*W*^* tn«r?T 

at?r stcrtto fro c^-arcro tor^ ^ ^pfrocf i ♦Ft^r?a $t*r, to srtro nt?ax 

S«TO ♦Ft^T TORT? 31TO ttTOR I C? RTO nt^ ^ TOTTTO CR«?T 5t?TC¥ ^ R^R? 
TORTO W <fT??I ntei ?TfTO5 ?tC? I 

TOTTOS TOTORCR «tCTO fTOl S TO^lR TOf I \C</ 5 RTO tTO « 8ETO 

ap to ft^i fro ?^?1mRT? anW r c ? ? n? t rto *tor? to ^ rtrr faircRi 

at !tiro »TOR TO TOR? TO *fTO 5tc?l atTO? ♦Ft^r TORT? TORT *f?C$ ?tC?l 

Srijut ASHUT08H MJJLLICK: Sir, 1 beg leave to move the 
motion which stands in the name of Dr. Nalinakslm Sanyal that the 
demand of Rs. 6,55,500 under The head “41 — Veterinary” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. 

Sir, Government Veterinary Department a? ART CR 5m H«3t TO? 
m TO^TOR? Aaa^nbly W Mm mwctR Vfa Veterinary treatment « 
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principle 5? RTtl TOn, HT^U* fcfWl* SRT W &TTO SIR WTOKI 

^ HRT TOtf! TO FTS-n^nS CS*ft #([*! 5m SSR TOT $fa& ffOTl 

a fSfTn&TI &U/& PS^ n *WTWS RS WtHCRT BITfS WTTO PTt — a f S BTCnS t(?XM 8RT 

cs 8i#ft ssr&t aw rnfoas ^Tfroc csrcsct w5t ns «fcRC*&s grcfaero to* 
Istos rhi «pto, «ifafo<*s, *sp e a frorcns P a ran a mn 

TO*T nfSBRaiRT TOR $TW TORT RCR 5S a fTOTCRS 5RT SSTCTO &T*T5r 4tC*TO 
t^TWTR nw CTOWS ffi; TOTSR TO RTI TO«T a fTO I MfoS y a famfo 'TOT 
cto fcnro* hh =tt i ss wr fsnmfas fccss rItos csT ^ cn r g R f a iR <R ?ppjHs 
wcr cnttftR sjsrnlsrR fa cro? fas toss ^s$i* Rrrfss «rt a fror n S rs 
*mfsws acsrsR tow mcs. ss wt c*t$*fas aro w*f\ mines* frw^esnsH 
fsrol srTfss $rt as acsraR tow mcs; ss wr e^n^o; sals race as 
wrro mrfsw as acsro tow arcs, fro as rtst TOqfas fan; fro? rt^ 
cnrs^ srt, vrtfe scSs fan; ctotto sts; nraTts fror to r^s taro ; swiHs 
far, rranTTOS war an; craTs st to ^ sm-fan^t srt, fatsifa 

CRS-mros a^slwrfas f“ts; crcrs $rt, TO*; ssi*s <f$TOtr>; «t<ws srt, 
cpg^Ra; fnrols f htoi; fror f^gr^ifas nrfisrcTO; a^cro a$fs s^; 

^css $rt faw rs;sih1 tostsI ^ a$ 7 fo cro n*fa ^rtS a fsroSra acs rgR 't sgi 

CfTCf CSTW TO m =TT 1 TOT^T a fTOTCnS TORT TO CTOW CSTW CS $nTS Si Sn TO 

tots ns cat «tc5r msftRS retort *s stw ctos a TtoimSI, *trts to rs. stcst 
CTOl fR*aCSTSR I 

a«R cats W$ TOTTOTWS fSSTRfrT farp WTSff 1 STIR R$* $TOTO g^ 

tostos sr;sic* nsTrca tfSfRSCRs cafnwc*5s *r?rtrr to c*tis rrs ssfro 

RSSTW Wn CTOW TO I TOna w5r TOTCSS tour programme a §f*w snfs^ 
cstw ns Y»o ^5 t tots RTfa*. ^ns nn; rtos to htw fncs 

Snt»sf <r f^njsjt to tos ^ nros to nm, fro toJI acrocs ctottt 
mcs fm sts i M^^tos to dss acsm rrts a c sr &HS ss rti TOns 5i^rs 
tot^ nslcro csrrcs nfwn crop wts^s TO^TTf^ a?Ft>T ntnrr srfrm 
a>Sf tos ast nr«n nc*n froT sss^w s W?s^ tot sto sttoi 

Veterinary fsfrcns RSTOSS «R^fTW STOC5 5 tto ssm CTO f syrngis Ssf® 
TOR 3ST S^RTCR WT TOS RSt «R^S ffSTO5« RS a*R f?F n^S ffSSTW® RSI 
TOn STST TO5TTOT CTOW nTW, TOTOR 5TOW niCS, STST ST^RS, fSRS 6 3TTOT 

crow mis. stst ^nw nns, af^TR cnr^w arcs, stst wt 5 fsw mcs si^sr 
crow arcs ast sail R*^n rSr crow mis, tos Wtto strt csto homeo- 
pathic dose ass wtr sttot cstw mcs rt, wto TrsTs, fRSTt fsc¥s n^mf s s 
cnt-csBTsIs T&fwis fRi stsrtts fcwT ^ST fsjw sfwwps nc^t TORT TOT 
S^ISTR mtfscms R^R> fSWS atf CSTCSCf fTO CFTSlS aSFRTS WT-WfC* 

aff totcst am nr^ rti «* 

Mr. Deputy “ Speaker, Sir , aTO RTRR^S Speaker RCTOI Snfmy ^ 
fsfs CS Man behind the Plough RTS* faSTfr TO anSR C f TCSCtR 5TW tWT 
TOnws mromRl fWts ato ans n;s1u n^5 ?rto ctoctr to. — 
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<i»wwr ?tff? ww tomt Ml mtr M m aw atfRtf 

M cnta arc?® law i#i«cm f* ^ acmi tot? wrar m a* 
WMJTO WTO 1ST If C? ?®fM TO Being in front of the Plough to* 
M^®M WMTT? 5*1? SCR? MT? WW1CW CTO *C?M WCT If f*H®^ WWMM 
C*tC? *Q«PF 4*MMI 8** TOT 1 TOl TOMCW? af® R?ja? «tf?51 CMSIT TO, 
an cmc*t?s aj® wwrra art?® to i 

wiTh aaa c«cr^ifM lafcwcra *ci*t> J t af?*raMT lafR® cwRfi i 

2 wro, al fiSTca? srt <q® $t*t wan? mt cwtc? aRT? s Mk tort toto*® 

WTO TO: — TO, TORTO: CTO To CMT-CMlTlMlfH? CM ^ TOfa TO *T®*?T 
5>o&1| crop * TOTTSRSitot calSRT TORT fef*W? TOITO TO TOWT 

OTTO TO TOT atRlW< TORT TOl TO^TCS 3C TOR an TO TO 5Tl aM^TT*® 

afaMTra car-roa $fa an aw aw tot sn®T? area? to asa? *m tort i faca? 
c*rc? *rf*w ?w cto^j to toI? to? s^rtot stI i MM:, fw* $a?^®TC? 

CMT-aRR f??l* faWT toy TO I CH TO TOR-CTOTTTO Wt®f?f nTO CTO^ ?TC® 
MT TOC® aTC? CM f??C? tot? TO ?TO3 TO l aW aw $ **tf q ®C* CMC* C&TTO 
mt c? *?*cm? sum stcm rtrrr cmt-tot MTr c*tc? weir m?*r t 

8?*?? alfy® CMT?^, TOTT Mie"! rf$fi5 W*R*aT dial? CaT-^il®? 5RT v ie*U *<(.*{»* ®?a 
cmc* Tax i can*? tort *$?t *?*r i $sl?®:, fof**aR to Mfa* awr? 
CTOfaw $m? aero acroc? to ton rtm! ? caT-Wraca? rt?t rmpm toot to 

TO*TS TOTO a^T® fcf**aR TORT C*RC5 TOl TOM? ?fM aCTOR I? C*r-W7CM? 
TO Faculty Board of Recognition a? TORT C*TC? recognised CMT- 
fTOT? TOMTf? C*T?C® TOl TOM fcf***R TO aCTOTTtM, CUfM«antM 6 TO^<M 
3$f®? Faculty fT^T ?*R *T$r SC* MT ®*R CMT-CmCTOI MI Faculty MI TO C*M? 

tot? a* ac?? sp®r cito® al c? at® ISfafTM w 5 ®®: a*sR c*tc? W *5 

CMT-CTOT* compulsory ®TC? faq§ *?T? TO *TCW M TOl TOR TO B 

®tc® to® m^? *nC*m to a?^ *ca*Tf® ®tc*t to i 

a TO* TO Ml aid? **T C*TC? TOtT C? opposition aM a* C*fC* C*R 

a*R suggestion §TC«T C*TC? ®TO? ®R^T JtfTOT ar* C*T?C® CTOll MTfF *?! 

totto ac* aa? *?r *to—“«rcmt c?to, *m?t ^to *r^rr n 

COT *RltW t?CTOR rtc? a*R C*t? jrt 5 CTO toPR MT =nt* coalition 

member CM? «tH/R tTOR^a *?RTC® 1**?T opposition member CM? ?*- 

fMCM*T? ?*7®R WtMaTC® iRTftr® 5? MT 1 *M?T 5®? RC* 5? C3T 0*1 CM? CM*! ?T 

*M(fC Icawil Tmmvto i 

?r. car*, tot? tomt al c? a*^ W**mt ?to car-fefaw awiR ?uaic? 

Mia'CMM RMW, — coalition ; ®TCM? t?aw, — opposition ; a^M aw — l*C?8C; 
adR aw — scheduled castes — a*C*l a* M® TOM! llTWfa? Mfa'CM^, CWt^W- 

fai aro mrI, a® T \af® w ta? mrMs*, croafa? tm, crofa? « fti tgici fa? cm 
arorU car««iT®c* to fac? to mti waa? wtmt? suggestion aia *?<i< wmt 
RWT MCTOtane* a fr toR WMJ?R cmtf ; a?c a aa^MC ’C l New Policy of Piwin* 
cialiaatton of Distnct Veterinary Staff a? af??Ci 4 Nationalisation, of Veteri* 
Wary Department *?T? WMT ®*tcm? WMJTO CWTlft i 
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Khan iahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the subject 
is of very great importance, although some members opposite and 
members on this side have dealt with it humourously. They have 
drawn 'amusing sketches of the condition of cattle population compared 
to the very inadequate provision made for this department. 

I owe a responsibility to myself as a member of the party in power 
ami to the Ministry for its popularity and success to say that 1 should 
he as critical of the Government policy as the party opposite, because 
ufler all the success of many schemes formulated by Government 
reflects credit or blame on each of us according to their success or 
failure. So, it is not the question of members of the Opposition alone 
but of the members belonging to the Government party as well to 
sa\ when the Ministry is wrong and what should be done. For this 
reason, Sir, 1 think 1 should say — although 1 belong to the ministerial 
party — that very little attention has been given to this department, 
although one of the programmes of our Government is the amelioration 
of the condition of tin* agricultural masses. “Agriculturists” has 
been described in his hook by tin* Hon blc tin* Speaker, nainely, “The 
man behind the plough" and they are the backbone of the province. 
The cuttle population are their mainstay, but what is the provision ami 
demand for their improvement Y The amount that has been allotted is 
only Its. (i lakhs and odd, out of which about Its. 4 lakhs have been 
allotted to superintendence, establishment and subordinate staff and 
sm h like things. Main districts are to lie provided with a network 
of veterimin dispensaiies and the allotment is a little over 

Its. 2 lakhs for hospitals and dispensaries. Sir, I come from 

a district where there are mils three veterinary dispensaries, and you 
will be surprised to hear that there is only one dispensary in the consti- 
tuency which 1 represent and which comprises an area of about 85b 
square miles intersected h\ rivers, channels, etc., with the result that 
every yent there is a recurrence of epidmics. This condition of affairs 
is persisting there without am remedy. Tf a cattle census is taken, 
as T understand it is going to he done, it will show that the cattle of 
that district have not onU deteriorated but also dwindled to one-half 
of its former strength, and cattle disease is on the increase. The 
reason advanced is want of nourishment. Of course it is a question to 
be considered for the Agricultural Department. But 1 find that the 
Minister in charge of this department is accidentally also Minister in 
charge of Agriculture, and I think that a scheme should be mooted by 
him as to how the cattle population of Bengal can be improved and 
increased ami they may compare favourably with the cattle of Bihar 
or the Punjab. Koine members on the other side said that there 
should be ample provision for their fodder. This is a question to which 
we have repeatedly drawn attention of the Minister in "charge of the 
Forest Department for releasing forest for posture ground and gracing. 
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I do not know, Sir, whether for this demand of Rs. 6 lakhs and odd our 
present Minister is responsible or not, but I feel that our Minister 
should press for a larger demand and when he visualises the gravity of 
the situation, he should assert himself. I know that one hospital has 
been opened at Mathahunga and another in the Barisal district, hut 
there are other districts as well which have requested that more 
hospitals and dispensaries should be established and more veterinary 
assistants should be appointed. In .spite of this, 1 do not know why 
this department has been so much neglected. The provision made in 
thi* ,\ ear’s budget u ill not suffice tor the needs of the whole province. 

With these words. Sii . I take m\ seat. 

Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sn, C$C$f??Tf? fOTT- 
strewn??! sfw toc* *srr ctoto? i $?;s atro crocs 

eit c? fro? ?f*TR hmsi c*rr?: i c^rnr ut? *roftr ?r ?*r corses ^rrc^t a tot? 

fTO, 2T5»T. 3TST. ftTOTgFT. rorr?1. <nT«TO sn fa 

toto toI srosqm wvz a? fcrfafo <*[513 'To =rr t to*t cror irrer c i roi 
m ^ c^ftc? c?? wt cto. a?<, cto;? cro* tot,? c?*cf 
f^- ^ ?if? ?*? c^tt-??? cstc*t nrsT^rtf cto; m cto ^rrcos at src? tott 
crocsr w cto;*^ cftrc? ?rc? a?* ®*r s? csr ro;c?? tot* to stc?? 

?C^T?^ CTOC3 TO' ( laughter. ) «TtfH ?fa, TO a CTO? f^F. SRfT, SRKTTO®!. a* 

**n? scRTtc^t ? 4 i1r? 51^1? t*r TO to'TOc^ ft? a?* TO n$«ft*rt? fro?« 
a cro fijr* saw? $fe.r *itc? ; tocs *rro ?r;c?? wi- c? cmt^" ret hto? 

*TFT RT-srp tr? reqc? ? 4 TR? ?CTO*7 CTOCS fptl TOT( C^I?T CftTC? 

TO! ( La light r.) CTO; ftC? TO«t 5<R TO,? *rtlTO ftC? I TO TO?I 
c*rcr ?t to, ctoc? ?r to. TO rtR *??t? cro fTO? re *t to 
$rftre re fa sntj CTO ?*ITO? (A Mkmbkk of this Coalition Hknihks : 
C?F TO C*lC?t TO^C?! (laughter.) $<R ftrfa *r;fro TO. <?®*fCTO>? 

fftr^ro croc* i a*R <F»a cftTre at c? at ??? ??toT sTO c? CTO*, c? cto; 

tot ?'^RFT^. :Ht ^FC5T CTO 

aruT^t =rr i a* a*F$T ^ o tots a^^ m fsdww 

?rrcr ft? — fayfa c^<st rtt? urrr. cft^R i atni4 ?ft? ?t 

ftT RT^t I *Kfft 5TTO ftlW? *tfftft. CHIT? ftTC^I I a CHTT 

5tT«TO? ft? ?Tt. WT ^fWTCTO 5F5U «RT CTO t*WU$ ^TR?? TO^ftTG 

a ’Rp'j a<<s *t Rt i f a^rrs yiMst c^n?*. cr c*n?^6 

W* ^ cro TOfti #ro? pmnfx c?to towst? e? arec* *t^P catin ftiro 
fTRT? CTO^ CTOt Hff; CftTCJ ?Cft, «TT5i fft"^ 4lilnV TO, — 

fttrTsnr cror^ ^rt crotch tot c rot to, cto; srt$ cftmcft 
Cftim; fro srw m c^Tfl? c^ cro; w rtc? toi c^t toc 1 ? or t 

TOT? ftETOI * f** ?TO« TO^t »TOftT TO RT HTTO CTOW TO *TT I CTOT«, 
CTOWT, CTO3T, YTftftlT, TOT?. fTOl, ?1? tTOf? TOT? 

^fft. ft^?. TOR, fRT 3$fo <t5l5 fttC5 ?TC? ?T — & Wl CTO^? RTR7TO 8*FI 
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Txtfx toii m im fxfxx xfx Svw xr n Mxttxwx mtr roxr txracx *tri 
xrrtm *tTre «B*t win xrcx xfx pnx? fxw x^6 fxcx ortxx »xt*xt btot 
wm xr xxt tii xnxrcxx wuwfii ram Wh?, xixx?, xpwfs, cxxx- 
<w, «wx, xifcir, xrVi, xmxxitx ax< sx «iwn cxr-xijx >13 cxxli <w>fw6 
xrowi tw xrxr xxx toubix «r<t>u exit? xrrt xnxrx tor fa*s pwixxix fxxtxx 

PR X*XJl WR;i PI? IMI^? XfR CXITX XIX BIXRI 5IXI RX-XTX {X PPTXCB XHX 

xr cxfxw xbxWi cxrcS? x^> exx xri bt xt?t btto srxx ex mtr xx *T, 
mm $pc ant gtw fw; sfero *m tW to* *t «rcer ***$ rihrto *i**r 

?Tf¥? sr*r aro *r*$ «fR* <o 4 * aw r^t fom cro? fro to, r$ 

*r?1 ctof *r fr? a?* $t?r?g s$r? to? *r*$ *Tf? ww to ctto body 
warrant a**T*s fro refrT euro to ??i asrr-*?*! R’sfic*? *ra a f*ro atfror* 
to cticTO, *f*« *pa1 *icr<?i a* a*? R^tror*? stor*? to. aro 

*TO*f? TO TO*, ?TO CTOTafa CTO? TOJTOT io $* SRSFlt R,H«Wh I CRTO* 
R^TORC*? 5a? C? TORTO? TOT5T? CTOTO, ?*; **3*1 CWTO* faCICTR, TO?** 

f*c?** to*? toi to ctoto f to aro a* a* *^*>r? fro **ft tottot 
xffrws to* *t*i a f*ro aro* fa to 5 fra f * f * * Tra * a aa* cro* fa*5T 

^*1 Sir, C? TO? CaT-RTO^ « W*T TO^ay CTO? TO* TO af(3*T?‘?f* *T TO 

*? ausw $ 5 f*?c* $ 5 f*?c* c*t-r?* f*rora? s*r *f* aa^ fofaw f**^ *r 

*?T R? CTRUa ®ffCTC?$ a CHR *TT* 1 CaT-^nti5? RTfa TbT^^Hhl RC**!* 5 ^ C^TTO^ 

CCiTTO *T ; TO*? TO*T? CTOC5 TO I C*T?/I TO*T? TO? aTO5 ^TO, 

raT-roa ^f*? stroi afaror^r? f?ro ®u*tt*? c*to to<r c*fa?r? to crorei 
fro car-roca? c* ^t* *it to ?ttot aaa^*^ to* *ti fa*faa^ar 
c* *5 ?5 TO^ra^ar frofro* ca a? rn? *m ctot?? atfa tototc? croa croa 
twa ?ra* croiat cptto *ti Rail tow*r a?^ afa'c*^ ^a(?aca? f*ro? 
to to crc? tor tor afs^i^t' s bi?ia v [?teia a^ia ^t<$> f r ?ai*? <ai <F?r a < i ?*ra 

RRR5 ?TO R^a CTO? TO* I WfCR^ ?f* ^RTO? ?WT? SRT, CTOTf®? TO? ®f*T 

®ff?acM ®rsa? *r ** craca c*ca? srfa^Tc?? ?i?c? croa to? i ca$F*r ent* 
R*a 1 rcrtto? arc* a$ «p^c?tr caufv c? arara c^ar? atis^l ^5f*?c* aasr* 
care? aa; Tbfa^aca? ?c i *t? y o caT?c?* i 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I bej? to*draw (he attention 
of Government to one point only and that is the provincialigation of 
the veterinary assistants. Previously, veterinary assistants were 
under thtf charge of district boards. These veterinary assistants did 
both epidemic as w r ell as hospital work. Now the Governmdht of 
Bengal has provincialised these veterinary assistants and they have 
been set apart only for epidemic duties. t These people are drawing 
salary without doing any duty whatsoever during normal times. Sir, 
epidemic comes only once or twice a year. So long as there is no epi- 
demic these people absolutely do nothing. Moreover, the number of 
veterinary assistants at present is very small but if a veterinary 
assistant has one dispensary attached to him he can do hospital work 
when there is no epidemic in that area. Under the present schema 
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district boards Have withdrawn all the instruments and medicines which 
they used to supply and these people are now sitting idle in their own 
area without doing any work whatsoever. It has been brought to my 
notice that&many people go to the veterinary assistants for treating 
their animals during normal times, but unfortunately they h*ave to 
refuse all these cases, because they have neither instruments nor medi- 
cines. Neither the Government nor the district board are supplying 
them with these things. My point is that Government instead of 
increasing the number of dispensaries have on the contrary reduced 
them. By their new policy they are simply maintaining these veteri- 
nary assistants without extracting any work whatsoever from them. 
Now, even in a big district like Mymensingh there are, I think, in the 
subdivision of Kishoreganj, only two veterinary assistants but there is 
no dispensary so that both the veterinary assistants are sitting idle. 
In the whole district, I am told, there are only two dispensaries. We 
want that there should be one dispensary in each police-station, but 
instead of one dispensary in one subdivision, in Mymensingh alone 
tliere are only two dispensaries. So my suggestion to Government will 
be that the provincialisation of veterinary assistants is doing no good, 
rather it is a mere waste of money. Government may reply that during 
tlm epidemic time these people, if they are kept on normal duties, will 
not be able to cope with the situation, hut it is not true. So far as 
malaria, etc., are concerned, the district boards have kept their own 
doctors and when there is epidemic, Government supplement them by 
appointing new doctors to cope with the unusual situation that arises. 
So my suggestion here also will be that for these veterinary assistants 
Government should first try to establish dispensaries at least one dis- 
pensary in each veterinary circle, and then if there is epidemic 
Government should appoint fresh hands to cope with the situation. So 
I hope the present arrangement of Government should bo withdrawn 
and they should go back to the arrangement that was in vogue, that is. 
they should try first to establish one veterinary dispensary in each 
union and then in each of the police-stations. 


Mr. MIRZA ABfaUL HAFIZ: Sir, while opposing the cut motion 
moved by^tny friend* in the opposite I beg to be permitted to ventilate 
some gfievancerof the department. The number of the veterinary 
doctoraare vary Kmited and so also the veterinary dispensaries in the 
country. In consequence when any cattle epidemic breaks out it 
becomes very very difficult for "the dispensaries of the locality to meet 
the situation. If a census # of the death of cattle per year be taken 1 
think it would be undoubtedly very shocking to all. So I bag to 
submit {hat the number of the veterinary dispensaries be increased 
to a great number and the number of seats of students m the Veterinary 

College be increased also to a great extent. 

* 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 28 th Mae., 


158 < 

* Next, Sir, I draw the attention of the Government to the 
maladministration of the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. To this society there is a government grant of 
R&. 81,000 every year and this society was started some 80 tears back. 
But uft fortunately it is not yet registered. The present Secretary 
and Superintendent ha* got no qualification, tor the department as is 
known and still she draws a heavy sum of Rs. 1,000 per mensem. Her 
will reigns supreme there as far as can be known. I he Muslim grievan- 
ces with respect to service have been there all the time 
lhal the department has been undertaken by the present Secretary. 
Formerly there were oO per cent. Muslims, now only 21 per cent. 
Formerly, for her whimsical works the Pearson Committee was 
constituted with a distinguished High Court Judge as its Chairman, 
after whose name the committee was named. The inquiry was duly 
made and report was submitted without any effect through the 
machination of some interested person. However, it is high time 
now to give effect to some of the valuable suggestions made there in 
the report. 

Further, may I ask the Government whether any audit of the 
accounts was made by the Government of this society where an 
amount of Rs. 81,000 grant is given every year? If it is not made, 
then is it not a calumny to Government which is indifferent to the 
tact whether tjp 1 money kept in its custody by the poor rate-payers 
is misappropriated or not? 

f wtmt n definite answer from the Government on the floor of tlu^ 
Iftutfte and want to know what steps Government wishes to take, in 
this matter. *. ^ 

The HotPble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mi. Speaker, Sir, 
regards the point raised by my friend Mr. Abul Hossain Ahmad, I 
would dispose of it very shortly by saying that the administration of 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals ir the concern 
of the Home Department and not of the Agricultural Department. 
The montty is found from the budget of the Department of Agriculture 
but the administration „ is with the Home Department. Cruelty to 
aniftmls is an offence and the Agricultural Department + does net 
generally deal with any offence. Perhaps that is the jeason why the 
Home Department or rather the Police Pefhuimeuit deals wfth^ this 
matter. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: A\;hat alsmt cruelty to the 
employees ! .** 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As regards the other 
points raised, criticisms have been directed generally in two directions. 
First of 41, it has been said that nothing or very little is, being done 
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for the ca&tie population of Bengal. Tkaf is one, net of criticisms. 
Another aet of criticisms is to the effect that the proviuciaiisation of 
the veterinary staff «has not been a move in the right direction. I 
would like*%> deal with these two points. First of all. Government are 
trying to tackle the cattle problem from these three points of * view, 
viz., improvement of the breed (that i*< jxiint No, 1), looking niter ihe 
health of the cattle (that is point No. 2) and the improvement of 
fodder (that is point No. d). 

So far as the impiovcment of breed i*> concerned, iliai que»tii>n 
was discussed the other day also ami the members of t lie Homo .ire 
aware of the tact that the cattle improvement scheme i> now in opera- 
tion in a* many as districts. Fiiteen hundred stud bulls have been 
distributed throughout the length and breadth of the country. That 
raises laughter, but none of my friends ha\<» suggested how otherwise 
the breed of the cattle ran he inipmved. In the absence of any such 
suggestion, I think my friends have no right to adversely criticise the 
step which the Government have taken. That step has been a move 
% in the right direction and that has already borne very good ’fruit, 
although J* admit that in the district from which my friend Mr, Sum! 
Ahmad comes the scheme has not proved to be a success. The blame 
must, lie* with those who, it was expected, would derive benefit fiom 
that scheme, and 1 hope my friend Mr. Syed Ahmad will be ntisvv li- 
able for that. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: lor disposing* of 

thorn Y 

The Hon’blje Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: As 'regards the M in nie 

of proviuciaiisation, I should like to mention what tiro state ot things 
was before provinciaMftation was made. In those days, the district 
veterinary stuff as now, was divided into two classes — itinerant staff 
and stationary staff. The stationary assistant surgeons were supposed 
to be in chargtrof dispensaries and the itinerant staff were supposed to 
be doll? epidemic duty. But in actual practice, the stati Autry staff 
were also required to do the duty Tif the itinerant staff and the iti- 
nerant* sffsff weretalso required to do duties in connection %ith 

disjren series. 

m 

Rai HARENDRA 'NATH^HAUDHURI: How? 

'* i. 

TIM Hon’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN JCHAN: T hat was the previous 
arrangement, and the control w T as dual. The district boards used to 
iwy two-thirds of the cost on account of pay and other allowances of 
llq? staff and Government used to pay one-third. On account of dual 
control, when at^ epidemic qjose in any part of the country, it was 
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tpry difficult to tackle it f 0 * the simple reason that the district boards 
wMi not easily release the doctors in charge* of dispensaries, for 
epidemic work. That was a great drawback. * 

(Heje there was an interruption from a member of the Coalition 

Party.) 

* 

I am now explaining the situation that existed before. Whether 
you approve of that or not is a different question. 

Government saw the disadvantage of this. What Government have 
done now is this. In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Cattle Conference that was held, I think, in the year 19d7 — — 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Cattle Conference in the Maidan ! 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Cattle Conference 

of men and not of cattle called to consider questions connected with 
cattle. The arrangement now is this. The itinerant staff have been 
provincialised. Government have taken t hi Entire responsibility for the # 
itinerant staff and the district Iwards have been relieved of the burden 
that they used to bear by paying two-thirds of the pay and allowances 
of the itinerant staff. As many as 104 veterinary surgeons have been 
provincialised in this wav. 

Thedt Sir, sd far as the dispensary work is concerned, that work 
has been entrusted entirely to the district boards. A t present Govern- 
ment hpve no responsibility for establishing yr looJj^ugjt alter dispen- 
sation But as soon as this scheme was l#unche3 ! ^ahnost Jll Uie district 
boards raLsetL their voices of protest and pointed out various 

difficulties. One was the question of financial difficulty. There 1 
think that the position of the district boards was not quite sound 
because on account of the provincialisation of tlie itinerant staff, the 
district boards have saved large sums of money. There^re on that 
score they could hardly raise any reasonable protest^ Yet Govern- 
ment considered the position and agreed to pay one-third of pay 
of th$ stationary veterinary surgeojuj also. r 

boards under >4he present system establjph and 

maintain the dispensaries and so far as {he pay of the 

assistant ffeterinary surgeons is concerned, #(^venijuaii|} be2r one- 
third and district boards bear two-thirds that. Therefore, if ttere 
is no dispensary in any particular lycalUy, honourable members should 
look for that to the district board concerned and not to the Govern- 
ment. But one difficulty arises. ^District boards found it very difficult 
to get an adequate number of veterinary surgeons for their dispen- 
saries. That was a real difficulty, and it was really extremely difficult 
for Government to come to their rescue. Ultimately, however, sonte 
arrangement for that has been made. There are some reserve officers 
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available for service under the district boards, and as many more 
assistant veterinary surgeons are necessary than are now available, it 
has been decided that in the Veterinary College the majority of the 
seats should be reserved for Bengalees. Previously, a large dumber 
of' foreign students were admitted there, not only from other provinces 
but from outside India also. But on account of the fact that very 
few students from outside India are now admitted, the College is 
going to lose its international character. But for the sake of pro- 
ducing more veterinary surgeons for Bengal, it has now been arranged 
that most of the seats should he given to Bengalee students. 

Now, so tar as the provincialisution scheme if- concerned, 1 have 
yet another word to say. The object of Government is to establish or 
rather Government intends that district boards should establish at 
least two dispensaries in each subdivision and subsidy from Govern- 
ment will be available to district boards up to the extent of one dis- 
pensary in each subdivision. Those district bourds that want to go 
Jbeyond that will have to depend upon their own resources entirely. 
So far as «1 least one dispensary for each subdivision is concerned, 
Government have taken the responsibility for meeting one-third of 
the pay of veterinary surgeons. It is also the object of Government 
to appoint two itinerant vetciinaiy surgeons in each subdivision. 1 
have already said that 104 itinerant veterinary surgeons have already 
been appointed and (id more are necessary for making up the full 
quota of two itinerant veterinary siiigeons foi each subdivision. We 
are. trying to get fl$ ill ally of them as possible in the shortest possible 
tilin', Still 1 would attmil that there is another disadvantage of this 
sehelne which has been pointed out b\ m\ friend, Mr. IstniR namely, 
that these itinerant veterinary surgeons are not engaged throughout 
the year When there is no epidemic, they have very little to do and 
under the present arrangement, they have almost to sit idle for some 
time withoufe»d»iitg anything 1 confess that this i> an unsatisfactory 
arrangement and* I said in answer to a question in the House that 
that question is being looked into and we propose to come to a decision 
on this matter within a \er\ short time, say, within a month. 

* . 1 - *, *r w * 

There is another difficulty. I have* said tiiat on account of the 

provincialisation of the itinerant *taft, Government ^ is better able to 
cope with epfflemi^s. ftut the difficulty lies in the fact that our people 
do not give information about these epidemics in time. Recently an 
epidemic broke out in the district of Myniensingh. But unfortunately 
the information came so laic that the epidemic could not Is* success- 
fully tackled and by the time the information came, a large number 
of cattle had already perished. For this purpose, what is necessary is 
intensive propaganda, and w*e are so very hard-pressed for money that 
even a very modest proposal to appoint a few more officers for the 
purpose of propaganda could *bot be given effect to. But I suppose 
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what Government have uptil now clone is not so insignificant as some 
of my friends have tried to make out. I would only apeal to my 
honourable friends in this House not only to be loud in their voice on 
the floor of this House but also to help their ignorant cultivator 
brethren for whom they seem to feel so much, by spending at least 8 
pice each for a post-card and sending in time information alxmf any 
epidemic which may break out in their own localities. 

Then, Sir, as regards the question of improvement of fodder, 
honourable members know that the polity of Government is to popu- 
larise the growing of Napier grass and other fodder crops. What 
Government have been doing in that respect is well known to this 
House. Thousands, rather millions, of Napier grass cuttings are being 
distributed and demonstrations are being held regarding the culti- 
vations of Napier grass in almost even agricultural farm and demons- 
tration centre. Government are also encouraging the preparation of 
artificial fodder in the form of silage. 

This short, summary will show what Government have been doing 
and if more money is available, certainly Government will he only too' 
pleased to extend their activities in other different directions. But 
unless the honourable members agree to help Government in their 
efforts to find more money for extension of nation-building projects, 

1 do not think further extension of our activities is at all possible. 
With these words, I oppose all the cut motions. 

The motion of Mr. Cham Chandra Roy that the demand of 
Rs. 6,65,500 under the head “41- Veterinary” he reduced l>\ Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost . 

The motion of Mi. Maqbul Husain that the demand of IN. li. 55,500 
under the head “41— Veterinary ” he reduced h\ IN. 100. was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Saiixal. moved b\ Mr. Ashutosh 
Mullick, that the demand ot IN. 0,55,500 under the head “41 — 
Veterinary” he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mi. Tamizuddin Khan that the demand 
of IN. 6,55,500 lw» granted for expenditure under the head 
"41— tV»e Hilary”, was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

It being 8-00 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 20th March, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 29th March, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizii. Haute, c.I.E.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 210 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Grants to anti-malaria societies in Pabna. 

*253. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: to) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Loral Kelf-Go\ eminent Hejwirtment be pleased 
to state — 

(?) the number ni deaths fmm malaria in the district of Pabna in 

1938; 

(??) what is the place oi the Pabna district in the Province in res- 
pect of high roll of mortality due to malaria; 

(???) what is the pie.sent mimhei of anti-malaria societies in the 
Palma district ; and 

(??*) what was the amount of tim eminent grants for those anti- 
'malaria societies in 1938? 

(b) Was any amount sj**nt in 1 93S b\ those societies for — 

(?) flushing schemes, 

(«) irrigation schemes,* and 
(«V) anti-larval measures 
in drivitfg out malaria f 

(c) What steps do the Government contemplate taking for # the eradi- 
cation of malaria from the district of Pabna? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of ttio Minister 
In oharge of tho Local Self-Government Department): (a) and (6) £ 

statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Two large anti-malaria schemes for the districts, viz., Malaacbi 
Union Scheme and Sanila Karanja Scheme, are under examination by 
the Irrigation Department. The. District Board have been asked to 
submit other anti-malaria schemes of a more or less permanent nature 
for consideration of the Public Health Department. 


Statement referred to m the reply to clauses (a) and (b) of starred 
question .V o. 253. 

( а ) (t) 18,276. 

(ii) 7th. 

(rii) 29 registered and 46 unregistered. 

(in) Its. 2,426 in the year 1937-38. 

(б) (t) Nil. 

<«) Nil. 

(ni) Its. 696. 


Development of silk industry in Malda. 

*264. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Ministei in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Detriment be 
pleased to state — 

( i ) the amount of annual grants made by the Central Government 
to the Bengal Government foi the de\elopment of silk 
industries in Bengal ; 

{ n ) what is the amount of grant allotted for the de\ elopment of 
silk industry in the district oi Malda; and 

(in) whether tlw» said amount is given entirely to the Sericulture 
Department of the district or to all the individual silk 
weavers of the district as subsidies? 

(b) If it is given to all the individuaCsilk weavers of the district, 
will the H on'bltf Minister be pleased to state the amount of subsidies 
given to the silk weavers of Kibganja |x>lioe-station, of the district of 
Malda Y 

{c) If no amount is given to the silk weavers of Sibg&nja, will the 
Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to ^tate the reason therefor? 
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MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (/) The 

Government of India have been making the grant, the amount of which 
varies from year to year according to actual requirements, since 1995-36. 
The grant for 1939-40 is Its. 49,500. 

(it) Its. 19,188 for 1939-40. 

(iii) The amount is spent on the scheme for the production and 
iuprply of disease-free seed in the district as a whole and is not dis- 
tributed to individual silk weavers us a subsidy. 

(&) and ( c ) Do not arise. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what its the quantity of such diseases-free seeds that has 
been produced in Malda during the current \enr? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 want notice. 

• 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the HoiTble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a tact that during the current year no such seeds 
were produced in Malda? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not think my friend 
is .correct. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Rou ble Minister lie 
pleased to state if the disease-free seed is distributed free or any value 
is taken for the seeds supplied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Free. 

■roteotive measures against water-hyacinth in Arial bit area in Dacca. 

•285. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference 

o the reply to (a) (iv) of starred question No. 241 given on the 17th 
if arch, 1938, that the people “have the mm crop and local industries 
ike the manufacture of paper by hand”, is the Rou ble Minister in 
iharge of the Agriculture ^Department aware — 

(i) that the cultivation of mm paddy in the area bias been atteinpt- 
, ed without success; and 

(it) that there is no hand-made paper industry anywheie within 
ten miles of the hil area? • 
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( b ) With reference to tin* reply to (a) of starred question No. 247 
given on the 22nd March, 1939, that “the scheme is worked by the 
local people with the assistance of the special officer”, is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware — 

(i) that all orders to the contractor in 1939 were either passed by 
the Collector of Dacca or by the Special Officer without any 
reference to the non-official members; and 

(it) that of the ten members of the official Central Arial Hil Com- 
mittee, seven are officials and three are nominated? 

(c) With reference to the. reply to clauses (a) and (b) of starred 
question No. 60 driven on the 1 1th December, 1939. and the supple- 
raentaries thereto, that “protective measures taken are considered 
adequate” and “T am not aware of any discontent of the people of the 
area, nor were the barricades constructed in 1938 and 1939 weak”, will 
the HoiCble Minister be pleased to ‘tale whether it is a fact that peti- 
tions signed by a large number of the affected cultivators of the 
Baraikhali Union were sent once in 1930, immediately after the 
breaches in the barricades which occurred on or about the 27th June, 
and again on the 5th August, 1939, to the Hon‘ble Minister of Agri- 
culture, drawing his attention lo the weakness of the barricades and 
their grievances in connection therewith? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased t a state whether it is his 
intention to meet the deputation appointed at a public, meeting held 
at Baraikhali on the 20th November, 1939, to hear (In* popular side 
of the question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAM IZUDD IN KHAN: (n) (i) Xo. The aus 

crop succeeds or fails according to the weather conditions. The crop 
fails if there is a drought in March or April or if the rains start too 
early. I may add that the area is suitable for boro paddy w'hich is 
extensively grown. 

(it) There are two centres of the hand-made paper industry w’ithin 
a radius of ten miles from the bit, namely Arial and Autshahi. 

(b) (i) All orders to the contractor were given by the Special Officer 
as the executive agent of I he local committee. As orders have to be 
given and carried out promptly it is not possible to consult the mem- 
bers of the Committee formally at every stage. The Committee lay 
down the principles according to which the work is to be done, the 
details of the actual execution of the work being left to the Special 
Officer. Though the Special Officer is paid by Government his services 
are at the disposal of the Committee who utilise him as their agent 



1940.] 


QUESTIONS. 


167 


for carrying out the work according to their general directions. The 
Collector and the two Subdivisional Officers concerned advise the Com- 
mittee and the Special Officer and generally supervise the worl^. 

(it) Four out of the ten members of the Committee are non-officials. 
There being no elective machinery all the members have been appoint- 
ed. 

(c) I received one petition, dated the 5th August, 1989, signed by 
about 80 persons alleging that the barricade had given way and no 
steps were Inuug taken to repair it. The petition was lying with the 
Collector for an inquiry when the starred question No. 60 was answered. 
On inquiry the Collector reported that a cyclonic storm of uiiusuaI 
intensity had caused the ropes binding tin* Itooms with the uprights 
of the barricade to give way which caused a gap over a considerable 
distance while the uprights remained intact. Hut as the storm blew 
in the very direction from which water-hyacinth flows into the hd it 
helped in carrying the entire water-h\ acinlh that had accumulated on 
the other side of the barricade away from the hd and also in blowing 
off a considerable quantity ot water-hvaeinth from the hd outside it 
through the gap, instead of carrying any water-hvaeinth from outside 
into the ini. Ibis was therefore a blowing in disguise. The barricade 
was restored to its original condition as speedily as possible. The 
breach was not dm* to the weakness of the barricade. The storm was 
of such unusual intensity that tin* barricade though strong could not 
stand it. 

(d) I have not received any request to receive a deputation but 
am prepared to consider a request of the kind sympathetically when 
received. 

Df. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether in 1984 the cultivators of Sridharpur 
purchased 400 Gajari posts from the borderland of Dacca and Mymen- 
singh and transported them to the hd area in mid-October in heavy- 
laden boats and with these posts raised a barricade which successfully 
protected the crop for that year and the subsequent year Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 


Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that in 1936, 
seeing the success of this scheme the .Special Labour Officer came to the 
field, appointed a Committee of his own and took the "responsibility of 
the whole work on his own shoulders!' 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I want notice. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that seeing 
the emcees* of the scheme in 1937 the Special Officer in order to increase 
the area so protected removed the posts of the barricade further south, 
but in .doing so instead of doing it in the winter season when it can be 
done properly, he did it when the rains had already started, and the bil 
was more or less flooded and as a result the posts could not be placed 
properly and the barricade thus constructed was weak, and as a result 
of the storm the barricade yielded, causing great harm to the 
cultivators? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I cannot give the 
details without notice. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that the follow, 
ing year the same procedure was followed hut instead of having the 
barricade constructed in winter, il was constructed again when the 
rains set in and as a result the barricade was again weak and there was 
some failure of crops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 again ask for 
notice. If the local people do not require the services of the Special 
Officer, Government will be very pleased to take him away. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERtlEE: Is it u fact that thi* year 
even now, though it is nearing April, the barricade ha* not been 
constructed, and it is already becoming too late. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 do not know 
whether the barricade has been constructed as yet. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is another question, which has been held 
over, that is No. 242, and 1 cannot allow any further supplementaries 
on it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Hut this is an important question, 
Sir. 


Mr. 8PEAKER. Hut 1 have given Dr. Hanerjee enough latitude, and 
1 cannot give him any more chance. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: ( Jive me a chance. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, one question./ I hope you will be 
pertinent? 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (it) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware that 
no handmade paper is made anywhere within 10 miles radius of the 
bit area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. my information is 
not that. I think there is some confusion about the number of miles. 

Recruitments made under Jute Registration Scheme m 1938. 

•256. Al-Hadj CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURYs Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

the number of employees serving at present under the Jute 
Registration Department. Hengal ; 

(h) tli e numl>er of employees in different grades from the — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes-; 

(r) the number of employees recruited during 1939, in different 
grades from the — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(d) the number of employees — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes, 

grade by grade, serving at present in different sections of 
the Alipur Jute Kegist ration Office; and 

( e ) whether the modus operandi of appointments from different 

communities has been in consonance with the percentage 
allotted for each community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On 1 ,515 on the 1st 

March, 1940. 

(b) to (d) Statements are laid on the Uhrary table. 

(e) Yes, as far as possible. 
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Government nominations to Barisal Municipality. 

•257# Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
"to state — 

(t) when the election of members of the Barisal Municipality took 
place; and 

(m) whether it is a fact that the members to the said Municipality 
have not yet been appointed by the Government? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) Ui) is in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in nominating 
the members'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Minister 
in oharge of the Local Self-Government Department): 1 would 

refer the honourable member to the answer given to starred question 
No. 242 by Mr. Prat ul fbondra Ganguli, in the present session. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think I should now take up question No. 242, 
which was held over, and supplementary question may then be put on 
both. 


Government nominations to Barisal Municipality. 

•242. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(») that the commissioners for the Barisal Municipality were elected 
more than one and a half years before; and 
(it) that Government nominations have not yet been published in 
Gazette? 

( b ) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when nominations 
are likely to be gazetted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of tha Minister 
in oharge of the Local Self-Government department) : (a) (if In 

March, 1938. 

w 

(ii) and (c) The names of the appointed commissioners were pub- 
lished in the CaU'utta Gazette of the 14th March, 1940. 

(h) The^question of selecting suitable persons required very careful 
and prolonged consideration. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. The flection was held in March, 
L938, and appointments were made in March, 1940, that is after a period 
)f two years. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
for this inexplicable delay ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. The Hon'hle Minister has answered it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was not in Maroh, 

1938; it whs in Hurt'll, 1 !!•'!!). So, it is only one \eur. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the answer it is given that nomination requires 
r erv ea reful consideration. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. the Uhief Minister was 
elling that it was in March, 1939, but from the answer we find that it 
vas in Maxell, 1938. Two years were nen'^an fm ven careful 
consideration ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER : In au\ case he hits answeted that it icquires care- 
ul consideration. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
>lea>e give us the details of careful consideration!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I admire your patience, hut not your wisdom . 
Laughter. ) 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
(leased to explain why the answer to this question has been given 
luring this session, although the question was put by me in the last 
aesion ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does uot arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NA^H DATTA: It does arise, Sir. There was 
nuch delay in answering this question. Am I to take k that an answer 
o a simple question like this requires a very careful consideration Y 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arkte. 
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Communal ratio in appointments under Executive Engineer, Eattam 

Circle. 

*258. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Com in uni cations and Works Department be 
pleased to state — 

(?) the present number of — 

(1) clerks, 

(2) draftsmen, 

(3) estimators (temporary and permanent), and 

(4) work sirkars 

in the Eastern Circle; 

( ii ) the number of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled ('nates, 

(3) Muslims; and 

(4) other minority communities; 

(m) the number of — 

( 1 ) clerks, 

(2) draftsmen, and 
CO estimators 

that have been appointed in the above circle after the com- 
munal ratio in service* has been given effect to; and 

( » r ) the number of them that are— 

(1) Caste Hindus. 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims? 

(6) Has the principle of communal ratio been followed at the time 
of appointments? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge off the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja* Srtachandra Handy, of 
Qotsimbazar) : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) It appears from the statement that the answer is in the affinna- 
tive, 

( c ) Ikies not arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 258. 


®)(t) and (u) — 



Present 

number. 

Paste 

Hindus. 

I 

- 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Other 

minority 

commu- 

nities. 

Clerks 

«3 

37 

25 

1 

Nil 

Draftsmen 

11 

7 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Estimator (perm a 
nent). 

M 

5 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Estimator (tempo- 
rary). 

5 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

Work sirkars 

«5 

48 

14 

2 

1 


(tit) and (it/) 



Number 

of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Caste 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

i 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Clerks 

3 

Nil 

1 


Draftsmen 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Estimator (temporary) 

J 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


•One of them went on leave after joining the appointment and did not turn uj>. 


C. S. Roll in Police torvioo. 

*258. Mr. ABDULLAfAL MAHMOOO: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
ill charge of the Home Department aware — 

(f#) # that C. S. Roll in the Police Service is written without the 
knowledge of the officer concerned ; and 
(b) that C. S. Roll varies entirely during the time tf different 
officers P 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a ) There is no such document as C. S. Roil 
Confidential reports are, however, maintained in the prescribed forms 
for officers above the rank of Assistant Sub-Inspectors. Normally these 
reports are not shown to the officers but in cases in which adverse 
comments are made about remediable defects the nature of such reports 
is communicated to the officer concerned. 

(b) Entries would naturally vary with the estimate formed by 
different officers on the work of the officer concerned. 

Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether adverse comments and confidential reports are 
communicated to the officers concerned orally or in black and white ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is left to the discretion 
of the officer concerned. I am taking steps to suggest that it should 
be done in writing in future. 


Appointment of teachers of Guru Training Centre*. 

*280. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department. l>e pleased to state — 

(a) the number of Guru Training (Nicies recently established iu 
the districts of Chittagong, Tippera and Noakhali; 

(M the total number of H.T. and Vernacular teachers appointed 
for those nicies; 

(c) the number ol — 

(1) Muslims, ami 

(2) Hindus, 

apjiointed as such teachers with their names and native 
districts ; 

(//) whether the appointment ot such teachers for the Noakhali and 
the Chittagong centres was advertised; and 
(e) what was the number of Muslim applicants from the Noakhali 
district ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) 14 centres attached to the high 

schools, and one at n high mndrassah in Tippera, i.e., 4 in Chittagong, 
4 in Noakhali add 7 in Tippera. 

(h) 15 B.T. teachers were ap]*ointed b\ the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bengal, and 15 Vernacular teachers by the Inspector of 
Schools, (&ittagong Division. 
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(c) A statement containing the information is laid on the table. 

(d) No. An advertisement was made to fill up the posts in the 
Training Centres of the Tippera district and a large number of candi- 
dates applied for the posts. The Divisional Panel Committee inter- 
viewed them and selected the l>est candidates available for the purpose. 
The posts in the Training Centres of the districts of Noakhali and 
Chittagong were filled up by the candidates already empanelled. Hence 
there was no necessity for fresh advertisement. 

(e) There were 14 Muslim applicants from the Noakhali district. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (c) of starred question So** 

■ showing the number of Hindu and Muslim teachers appointed in the Train- 
ing Centres hi the ( hittagong Division. 


Name of teacher. 

Native district. 

Muslim B.T.'s. 


(1) Maulvi A. M. Tufazzal Hussain, m.a., h.t. 

Tippera. 

(2) Maulvi Mahiuddin Ahmed, m.a , b.t. 

Ditto. 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Hakim, m.a.. b t. 

( -hittagong. 

{4) Maulvi Alnlul Quddus Mia, b.a., b.t. 

Tippera. 

(5) Maulvi Izazuddin Ahmed, b.a., h.t. 

Noakhali. 

(fi) Maulvi A. K. M. Fazlul Hocjue, b.a., b.t. 

Chittagong. 

(7) Maulvi Md. Afzal Hussain Tarafdar, m.a., b.t. 

Palma. 

(8) Maulvi Md. Sultan Mia, m.a., b.t. 

Tippera. 

Muslim I’. M. teachers. 


flj Maulvi Zainal Abed in 

Tippera. 

(2) Maulvi Liakatullah 

Ditto. 

(3) Maulvi Shamsul Hoque 

Ditto. 

(4) Maulvi Md. Wajiullah . . 

I >itto. 

15) Maulvi Kazi Zulfiquer HycJer 

Noakhali. 

(ft) Maulvi Ali Modasser 

Tippera. 

(7) Maulvi A bod Hossain . 

Ditto. 

(8) Maulvi Laqiatullah Majumdar 

Ditto. 

Hindu B.T.'s. 


(1) Babu Profulla Kumar Bhattacharjee, M.A., B.T. 

('hittagong. 

(2) Babu Amarendra Nath Dutta Chowdhurv, b.a., 

Khulna. 

(3) Babu Monraohan Sarma, m.a., b.t. 

Dacca. 

(4) Babu Sukumar Sen, b.a., b.t. 

Tippera. 

(5) Babu Kshitish Ranjan Banerjee, m.a., b.t. 

Mymensingh. 

(6) Babu Jatihdra Lai De, m.sc., b.t. . . 

Chittagong. 

(7) Babu Narendra Kishore Dutt, m.a., b.t. 

Tippera. • 
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Name of teacher. 

Native district. 

Hindu V. M. teachers. 

(1) Babu Surendra Narayan Rakshit . , 

Tippera. 

(2) Babu Manindra Ranjan Das 

Noakhali. 

(3) Babu Bepin Behari Bardhan 

Tippera. 

(4) Babu Gopal Krishna Dutta 

Chittagong. 

(5) Babu Shashi Mohan Dutta 

Tippera. 

(6) Babu Prabhat Chandra Kar 

Ditto. 

(7) Babu Jogendra Kumar Barker 

Ditto. 


Allotment and expenditure from Government of India’s Rural Uplift 
grants in Pabna district. 

4 261. Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Dejiartment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the years 1937, 1938 and 1939— 

(a) the amounts allotted to the district of Pabna from the contri- 

butions of llie Central Government; and 

(b) the amounts sj**nt in the district for — 

(1) water-supply, 

(2) establishment of village dispensaries, 

(3) playgrounds, 

(4) village halls, 

(6) libraries, and 
(()) other purposes!*' 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred In in the reply to Marred question So. 201, 


Year. Allotment. Expenditure. 



Rs. 

Rs. 


W ater. supply. 


1937-38 

4.225 

4,225 

1938-39 

. . « 5,304 

4,885 

1939.40(a) 

2,245 

. . 


1937-38 

1930-39 

1939-40(ti) 


Kstabhshment of Village Dispensaries. 
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Playground* and Village Halle. 


1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40 ( 0 ) 

Libraries. 

5,811 

4,805 

* *5,81 1 
4,623' 

1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40(0) 

* • 

•• 

• * 


Other purposes. 



1937- 38 

1938- 39 

1939- 40(o) 

.. 

3,639 

8,737 

4,715 

3,639 

7,662 

350 


(o) Up to the end of January. 


8H0RT NOTICE 8TARRED QUESTION. 

Dismissal of two workers of the generating station of the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation at Metiaburz. 

*261 A. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Will I lie Jlon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether two workers of the generating station of the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation at Metiaburz were dismissed by 
the Company on the 13th March, 1940; 

(w) whether as a result of the aforesaid dismissal, the other 
w'orkers of the station were agitated, wanted to know the 
reason of the dismissal of the two aforesaid workers; 

(in') the reason and the circumstances under which the police went 
to the generating station; 

( iv ) whether the police used force or violence to disperse the worker* 

of the generating station; and 

( v ) to what extent force was used and with what result? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (»> Yes 

(ft) Some of the worklrs were agitated. 

(Hi) Policemen were deputed to see that there b no breach of 
the peace. 

(tv) No. 

( v ) Doeat not aria*. 


. 12 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Will the Rou ble Minister 
be pleased to istate how did the police appiehend that there might be a 
breach of the peace there? Some policemen were deputed there. How 
could they suspect that there might be a breach of the peace? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The answer does not say that. You can ask 
whether the policemen went there of their own accord oi were sent for. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: All right. Sir. Did the 

police go to the workshop at Metinhruz of then own aecoid or were they 
sent for? * 

Th§ Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask tor notice. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : ,Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to stale in what condition did the police find the workers 
there ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Ye*. Sir. it does. The 
Hon'hle Minister suvs that there was no violence though some of the 
workers were agitated. Rut if the workers were agitated the police 
who went there must have found them in Mich a condition 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There need not he an\ discussion on that 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: As a matter oi fact. Sir. 
there was violence Rut the Ilon’ble Minister says that there was no 
violence. 


Mr. 8PEAKER » You can atsk what was the nature ot the violence 
and whether there was an\ barometer to lecnrd that. (Laughter.) 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state bow long did the police stn> there at the workshop? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleusejl to state whether at the time the police left the place the 
workers were still inside the workshop or they had left it? 
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The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit. Sir, this 
question does not tiri>e from This. It is not possible for me to anticipate 
it and be prepared for an answer 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the HoiTble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is a tact that the police after going there 
drove iiwa\ the workers from inside the workshop h\ using 1 force? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sit- 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is it a fact that several 
people were injured when they left the workshop? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am absolutoh certain, 
Sn. that mftiodv \vas injured 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion hie Minister 

be pleased to state what ts the source of his information, because I 
mwdf saw some of the workers being injuied? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the ilon’l.le Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was imv mild lathi charge? (Laughter.) 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, not even a mild 
I'tthi charge 


Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the 
Hon'hle Minister be pleased to state who was responsible for misleading 
H»e labourers? 


The Hon’ble l^hwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a very pertinent 
question. The Labour leaders were theniM-lves responsible $or mis- 
leading the labourers. 



WO QUESTIONS. [29th Mah., 

(At thifl stage Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar came to Secretary’s table 
and began speaking to him.) 

Mr; 8PEAKER: I am sorry if the members disturb the House in 
this way during question time, it would be very difficult to conduct the 
proceedings of the House. I have already given warning to several 
members that this is not the time, at least between 4-45 and 5-45 to 
disturb the House in this way, by asking for tickets ot admission for 
visitors. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Silting up of Kalidas kh&J and Kamodia khal in Shalikha polico-station, 

Jasso re. 

138. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMANS (a) Is i he If on 'hie Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(t) that the Kalidas khal and Kamodia khal in the Shalikha police- 
station, Jessore, have silted up; 

(it) that it has caused a vast water-logged area ; 

(»u) that the people of that area suffer from failure of their crops 
every year; 

(tv) that these two khals connect Fatika river with the Chitra river; 
and 

(v) that it is the only outlet for the drainage of water of the whole 
of the Shalikha thana? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state what action ho proposes to take to remove the 
silt of the khals Y 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (t) I am informed that the khal known as the Kalidas khal or the 
Kanudaha khal t has silted up. 

(it) Yes. 

(iti) I am informed that, generally speaking, such a statement may 
be made. 
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(it,) The khal connects the Fatki river with the river Ohitra. 

(v) It is the principal outlet for the drainage of water of a large area 
in Shall kh a thana. 

(6) The question of re-excavation of the khal is receiving iny atten- 
tion. I understand that it was originally proposed to finance the 
re-excavation of the khal from the Government of India’s second grant 
and local contributions, but that it was found that the project was too 
big to be dealt with in that way. 


Estates under the Court of Wards in Rangpur. 

137. Mr. K8HETRA NATH SINCH: (a) Will the Ilon ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state — 

(•) the number of estates that are under the Court of Wards in the 
district of Rangpur; 

(tt) thtv debts of each estate; 

(it*) the date of assumption of ( barge of each estate; 

(tv) the total collection of each estate; and 

(v) land revenue paid for each estate? 

(b) Is it a fact that miiiic estates have already been released as there 
was.no ho{>e of redemption? 

(c) If so, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state - 

(i) whether the eases of those estates wen* separately considered 
before resumption ; and 

(t i) how iiianv of the released estates have already been sold? 

(d) Do the (iovernment contemplate the release of more such 
estates ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (n Ten. 

(t») to (v) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) Only one estate, that of Babu Bhabani Rrasanno Labiri and 
others, has been released rcrently as it waR hopelessly encumbered. 
None other was released in the last five years. 

(c) (t). Does not arise. 

(t») Government have no information. 

(<£) This question is under consideration by the Court. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to sub-clauses (ii) to ( v ) of clause (a) 


of unstarred question No. 137. 


Name of estate. 

Amount of 
debt at the 
beginning 
of 134b B S. 

The date of 
order of 
assumption 
of charge. 

Total 
collections 
including 
interest 
from the 
date of 
assumption 
of charge 
till the end 
of 1345 B.S. 

Total 

land 

revenue and 
cess paid 
from the 
date of 
assumption 
till the 
end of 
1345 B.S. 


Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Bardhankuti 

3,78,702 

13-8-24 

6,09,379 

1,02,878 

Kakiim 

13,48,818 

14-6-25 

45,16,688 

13,59,785 

Tushbliander 

4,33,440 

13-7-27 

6,83,332 

1,60,787 

Bamandanga 

5,51,767 

27-6-29 

5,77,007 

1,81,043 

Poyda 

90,487 

19-8-35 

1,58,770 

65,105 

Mahipur 

i 9,255 

15-11-35 

58,369 

20,437 

Kamarpukur 

662 

15-11-35 

42,054 

10,587 

Lahiri (Junior) 

2,53,595 

11-1-36 

1,28,497 

25,843 

Radhahallav 

37,094 

9-6-36 

2,12,633 

80,026 

Tajhat 

25,05,244 
(Debts not 
yet finally 
adj udica- 
txt.) 

17-7-36 

7,71,316 

2,93,363 


Reservation of seats for minorities in the reconstitution of District 

Boards. 

13*. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’bia 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he pleased 
to state — 

(t) whether the principle of reservation of seats for the minority 
communities and of giving weightuge to them will be applied 
during the reconstitution of different district boards in 
Bengal ; 

(it) whether the percentage of Muslim population in the Noakhaii 
district is 77 *54 ; t 

(in) whether the number of seats to he filled up by election for 
reconstitution of the Noakhaii District Board is 24; and 
(tv) whether the District Magistrate and District Board of Noakhaii 
have recommended 5 seats onlv out of 24 to be reserved 
for the minority communities? 
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(b) If the answei to { a ) is iu the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether tho Government contemplate the modi- 
fication of the recommendations of the District Magistrate of JJoakhali 
as to the nunilier of seats to be reserved, in favour of the minority 
communities of the Noakhali district? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) (i) The principle of reservation of sents for minority communities as 
emliodied in section 10A ot the Local Self-Government Act is followed 
in all cases where it is considered desirable. There is no provision for 
giving weightage to the minority communities. 

(if) No. The percentage is 7S-4 

(ui) It has not vet bt*en fixed. 

t»r) No such recommendation lias been received. 

< M Does not arise. 

Parsons arrested or convicted under Defence of India Act, 1938, in 

Bengal. 

139. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Doa ble 

Minister in charge <d the Home Department be pleased to state- 

> i ) the n umber and names ot persons who have l>een arrested, con- 
victed or interned or otherwise restricted in their movements 
undei the fiiov of the Defence of India Act, 1 9-18 , or 
under- the provisions ot the not ifi« ntiorm issued under the 
said A« t, in the Province of Hengal 
(ti) the number and names of {rersons field in custody or detained 
without trial under the said Act and notifications; 

< tit) the names of the places where jiersons detained without trial 

or interned have been kept; and 

{ iv) whether any allowance is grunted to these detenus and 
internees or to their dependants? 

ib) It the answer to (a)(ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the 
grant of an allowance for these detenus and their dependants? 

Ttw Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (</ ) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

( b) Does not arise as there are no detenus. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Has the Hon’ble ^Minister's 
attention been drawn to the word “detenus” iu question (h) and whether 
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the word was used to mean persons who were detained under the 
Defence of India Act without trial and not the persona whom the 
Hon’ble Minister knows to have been released? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN; I do not follow the 
question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is: has the 

Hon'ble Minister’s attention been drawn to the interpretation of the 
word “detenus” in question (b) by which word the questioner meant 
persons detained under the Defence of India Act? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: We do not accept that 
interpretation. Detenus mean those w f ho are detained. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaded to state whether Government considered ihe desirability of pay- 
ing some allowance to the persons who have been detained without 
trial or those who have been detained under the Defence of India Act? 

The Hon’ble Khawaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Nobody has been detain- 
ed without trial under the Defence of India Act. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the fact that the movements of t he 
persons who have been so detained or interned ha\e been restricted by 
an order under tin* Defence of India Act, Government have considered 
the desirability of paying some allowance to those persons? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Speak ing from memory, 
tm far as I remember, nobody has been interned and if there were any 
orders those orders have been withdrawn. As far as restriction of 
movements is concerned, their movements are not restricted in such a 
way as to prevent them from earning a living. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the orders under the Defence of India Rules requiring some 
persons to leave certain areas were served along with another order by 
the Police Commissioner not to communicate with anybody during 
24 hours previous to complying with that order? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is possible. Sir, 
there may be such an order. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the police officers who served the two orders were not authorised to 
make arrangements for their removal or did not. make any suggestion 
as to how they should maintain themselves after removing from the 
areas. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have already stated, 
Sir, no complaints were made on this score. If anyone had raised that 
objection, I am sure adequate arrangements would have been made by 
the Commissioner of Police. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the ITon Me Minister aware 
that the persons made their grievances and the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate has characterised in a judgment that the procedure adopted was 
harsh ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, if the Chief 

Presidency Magistrate has made that observation, no comment can he 
made on it*. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Docs the Hon hie Minister 

consider it desirable to make some provision for enabling the persons to 
comply with the order instead of serving the order of removal and 
another order that within the ‘24 hours allowed they must not com- 
municate with anybody? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The object of that order 
is to prevent them from getting people round and issuing instructions 
and making arrangements for frustrating that ruder of extermnent. 
Any reasonable request for assistance to enable them to got away with- 
in 24 hours will certainly be allowed. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Tlon’ble Minister aw T are 
that the Police Commissioner’s order is not restricted in the way that 
the Hon’ble Minister has just now said? It clearly states that during 
the 24 hours given for their removal from these places they are not to 
communicate with anybody or associate with anybody. 

Tt» Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Quite true, Sir. The 
order has got to be wdde, but relaxation can be made by competent 
authority provided it is brought to the notice of the competent 
authority. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon m*mn,er aware 
that the police officers who served tho*?e orders said in answer to ques* 
lions put by the defence counsel that they had no authority to make 
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tuiv arrangement with regard to their removal and they could not 
possibly convey any grievance to the competent authority? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It is quite true, Sir, that 
they had no authority to make arrangements without instruction from 
the Commissioner of Police, hut as far as I am aware and so far as all 
the questions that have been pul to me are concerned, they have not 
-asserted that those people made a request to the police that this order 
will prevent or handicap them from making arrangements for getting 
away and no assistance was given. To prevent further supplemen- 
taries, 1 suggest that in future if requests are made to enable them to 
make arrangement for getting away and if the Commissioner of Police 
considers them to he ho mi fide requests they will be attended to. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In the light ot the Iasi 
assurance given by the Ilon’ble Minister, will he be pleased to say that 
the persons who under these two orders were compelled to violate the 
orders are not imprisoned unneoessarih ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; Here again, I regret 
that I cannot agree straight off because they did not protest on that 
ground. They objected to the order as an order not because it prevented 
them from making adequate arrangements for getting away If it is 
satisfactorily proved that this was the basis of their objection, then I 
will certainly consider the question 

Government nominations to Barisal Municipality. 

140. Sri jut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference 

to the reply to clause {!>) of starred question No. 248 of the 22nd 
March, and of supplementaries thereto, will the Ilon’hle Minister 

in charge of the Local Selt-trovernment Department he pleased to state 
the reasons win the nomination ot Commissioner** tor the Barisal 
Municipality has not been published as yet? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: I 

would refei the honourable member to the answer given to starred ques- 
tion No. 242 by Mr. l’ratul Chandra (bmguli in the present session. 

Restriction of motor lorries from running on Hill Cart Rood. 

141. Mr. DAMBER 8INCH GURUNC: (a) U the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police* Department aware — 

(i) that an order has recently been issued by the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Darjeeling, restricting the motor lorries from run- 
ning more than one trip a dav on the Hill Cart Road from 
Siliguri to Darjeeling; 
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(u) that the trucks are not allowed to carry more than 20 muund* 
per trip; and 

I/O that a weighing machine has been kept at Sukuua railway 
station by the Darjeeling Himalayan Hailway Company ? 

(6> it the answer to (a) i> in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde 
i nistei l>e pleased to state the reason of putting such restrictions on 
the motor vehicles running on the Hill ('art Road!" 

(< « Ha\e the public or associations submitted any l epresentatious 
against the older either to the district authority or to the Government V 

{<1 ‘ H s(> . "hat action, it an\, ha> been taken on these petitions ? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: u/)(n Yes, but it has 

sin< *■ been kept in abeyance under orders of Government. 

G< 1 he inle is that eats when loaded shall not exreed 40 cwt. in 
weight. 

Yes 

\(/ Restrictions ha\e been im|H>setl trom time to time in view of the 
limited iapacit\ ot the road and 1 lie desiiabilitv of protecting the 
Darjeeling llimalasan Railway against unfaii competition 
G* 1 ^ as, sc\eial representation- have been received. 

(</ Action taken as in (aHi). 


Exoiit shops held by members of different communities in Rangpur. 

142. Mr. K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA : (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Min ist-er m charge of the hoior't and Kxcise Department be pleased to 
State — 

G» the present number of excise -hops m the di-1.n< i oi Itangput ; 
the number of them that are held by — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(di Scheduled Castes; and 

(m) whether the seiviee ratio is observed m the case of issuing 
licence of such shops ? 

{hi If the answer to {a)(in) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason therefor? • 

(r) How many shops are held by non-Bengalees in the district? 

(d\ Have the Government accepted the principle of giving the shops 
to the bona fide Bengalees only ? 
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(e) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
shops that are held by Ram Sevak Ram, a non-Bengalee, in the district? 

M1NI8TER in charge of the F0RE8T and EXCI8E DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raiktft): (a) (i) 70. 

(ii) (1) 01, (2) 13, and (3) 2. 

(Hi) No. 

(//) Reservation of excise shops for members of different com- 
munities on a communal ratio basis would be likely to lead to unsatis- 
factory management of shops. As far as possible, however, the claims 
of all communities are taken into consideration. 

(c) 42. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) There is no excise licensee of this name in the district 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (c), will 
the llon’hle Minister he pleased to state how many shops weie given to 
non-Bengalees during the last three years, namely, from the 1 st of 
April, 1937? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I want notice. 


Maladministration in Union Boards. 

129. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Sell -Government Department the pleased 
to state whether the Ifon’llde Minister received petiiions lrom the rate- 
payers of some Unions of the Province of Benir.il regarding mal- 
administration of the respective Unions and for taking action* in the 
year 1939? 

(b) If the answer to {( i ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lhle 
Minister be pleased to stab* the names of the Unions in respect of the 
Presidents of which the petitions were received? 

(c) What are the allegations that were made in respect of the 
Presidents of the different Unions? 

(d) Whether the Government made enquiries into the allegations? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what were the result* 
of those enquiries? 

(/) Jf the answer to ((/) is in the negative, why the enquiries were 
not made? 

(ff) Do the Government consider the desirability of making enquiries 
into the allegations that were made? 
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Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur! of Daooas 

(a) Yea. 

(6) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library talble. 

(d) y (/) and (g) As under the Village Self-Government Act, the 
local officers and the District Board are competent to deal with* 
complaints against Presidents of Union Boards, the petitions received 
b\ Government direct are usually forwarded to the local officers for 
disposal. According to this practice, the petitions mentioned in the 
statement, with the exception of those against the Presidents of Uthali, 
Bankra and Betaga Union Boards, were forwarded to the local officers 
for necessary action. As the allegations made against the last 
mentioned three Presidents appeared to be of a rather serious nature, 
(i ivernment asked for reports on these allegations. 

(e) As regards the President of the Uthali Union Board, it appeared 
from the report of the local officers that some of the charges made 
against him were proved to he false and the remaining charges were not 
sub-lantiated but. that on t lie other hand the members who had made 
allegations against, the President, were more to blame than the President 
himself. N o disciplinary action was, however, taken against the 
Union Board as the general election was near at hand. 

The allegations against the President of Bankra Union Board were 
found baseless. The local officers’ report against the President of 
Betaga Union Board has not yet been received. 


Excess payments made to rate collectors by ex-President of Pursura 

Union Board. 

132. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: < 0 ) Is the 

llnn'lble Minister in charge of the Loral Self-Government Department 
aw are — 

(i) that the Circle Officer of Khanakul and Pursura in the sub- 
division of Arambagh in tlie district of Ilooghly repeatedly 
asked the ex-President of the Pursura Union Board not to 
pay the union rate collector commission in excess of his legal 
dues; and 

(«) that a large sum of money is on that account due from the 
ex-Secretary and ex-President of the Pursura Union Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmutive, *will the Hon’ble 
Minjstef be pleased to state what steps the Subdivisional Officer of 
Arambagh has* taken for the realisation of the excess payments made 
by the ex-President of Pursura Union Board? # 
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<(c) Is it a fad — 

(/) that the present SubdivLional Officer of Arambagh \i-ifed the 
J *u rsu ?*a Union Board three months hark; and 

(//) that the charge of excess payment by the ex-President of 
Pwrsura Union was brought to his notice by ilie new Presi- 
dent of the Union Board? 

(✓/) If the answer to <r) in) is in tin* affirmative, will ihe Hon’fde 
Minister he pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the newly constituted Union Board has requested 
the District Magistrate of Roughly for a thorough audit of it- , .mounts 
and hooks by an expert auditor? 

if) If so, do the Government contemplate the appointment of an 
auditor for the purpose? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) and (b) The Uircle Officer, Khanakul and Pursura, noticed in course 
of audit of accounts of the Pursura Union Board for the y*v» 19‘V7«*!8 
that a sum of its. 1 TD was paid to the rate collector and the Secretary of 
the Union Board as commission in excess of the amount due to them in 
accordance with the rate prescribed hy the Local Board and ask^d !uem 
to refund the amount. No such liability was imposed mi t lie ex-P»*esi- 
dent. Subsequently tlie Local Board exempted these employees from 
the repayment of the sum in question as a special case. \n ‘either 
action was, therefore, taken b\ the Suhdmsbmnl Office! in thr ea ter. 

('•) Ves. 

{(I) As slated in reply to clauses hi) and [b) abo\e, in* lurtlo*:' teti-m 
was considered necessary. 

<r) No. The new President moved ihe Chairman, District Bond. 

(/) No. 

Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition held at Arambagh in 
March, 1939. 

133. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKHERJEE: <,/ \r 'II the 

Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Local Self-Oovernmertt Department 
he pleased to state— 

(i) whether the Suhdivisional Magistrate of Aiamhagh in the 
distiict of Hooghlv organised an industrial and Aa ri< ultural 
Exhibition in March, 19-19, in which all the Union Boards of 
the Arambagh subdivision were asked to participate and con- 
tribute to the exhibition fund; 

fii) whether all the Union Boards of the Arambagh subdivision mr- 
tiihuted K>. f» each to the Exhibition Fund; 
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mV) Whether the amount so paid was sanctioned by all the Union 
Boards in meeting; 

itr) whether the exhibit ion Vntutn it tee got their accounts audited 
and published; * 

(r) whether the accounts were sent to the Union Boards of the sub- # 
division ; and 

\rt) whether the exhibition itind had a surplus aftei meeting the 
expenses V 


(b) If the answer to to) ^ ri) is in the affirmative, will the 1 bubble- 
Minister be pleased to state how and 'by whom the surplus was spent Y 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

(a) (i) Ves; but the invitation for participation and contribution related 
not only to the Exhibition Fund but also to the Subdivisional Union 
Board Conference. 

(n) Each Union Board paid Us. 10 towards t he Exhibition and the 
Union Board Conference. 

(in) and (n) Yes. 

Or) Thi* accounts wore passed b\ the Committee which consisted 
of representatives of the public. There was no formal publication. 

.») No 

\b) The su i plus was first kept in the Central Co-operative Bank, 
Aiumbagh. m the ai count of the Exhibition Commit lor and was sub- 
sequently utilised tor the Exhibition and Conference in 194b 
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47— Miscellaneous Departments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H« S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor T beg to move that 

Mlt J. N. GUPTA: Sir. I beg to move that this House stand 
adjourned 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mi Gupt a what aie you moving? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: An adjournment motion. Sir, of wli i^h I gave 
notice. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid I have got no notice*whatsoe$er. 

t 

Mr % J. N. CUPTA: But, Sir, I h»f> duty handed over a notice to 
th% Assembly Secretary. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Save you got my permission to move the motion P 

Mr. «l. N. CUPTA: No Sir, but in view of the tragedy of the situa- 
tion and in yiew of the gravity of the matter, is it not possible for this 
House to give me special permission 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 suppose Mr. Gupta you, ought to know what are 
the rules on this subject. You have not complied with the rules; as the 
rule says that such notice ought to be given by 12 o’clock and your 
notice was handed over only at 4-15 p.m. So you cannot move your 
motion. * 

Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on flic recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 4,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the head M 47 — 
Miscellaneous Departments.’ 1 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have as many as seven motions 
on this subject. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But these are not on the order paper before the 
House down for to-day’s discussion. 

** Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: All right, Sir in that case I will 
* speak on this demand generally and oppose the entire amount. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Or you can move Mr. Sbahednli’s motion No. 57 
on his behalf. 

4 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I do cot like to do flat, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you can speak generally on this matter. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: All right. Sir. I oppose the entire 
demand and, in doing so, I can only mention that there is a strike 
of about 20,000 men going on to-day in the city of Calcutta, and has 
the Labour Minister or the Labour Commissioner, created by him, or 
has anybody else done anything to settle the dispute? 
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S@ccia IS$ 9 Silver rather along with it there is another small ftieoe o! 

news ihat &ve labour leaders have been asked t$ leave Calcutta ^rithin 
24 hours, and a friend of Ynlne jiifj^asked me whether I am ope of^them. 
So far, Sir/ I have 1 not been included, but I thiitk my turn Vill copse 
next. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Sviirawardy j Perhaps you are not 
of importance enough.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you are not in any of the schedules P 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 9IBNATH BANERJEE: I do not know, Sir. In my hand I 
holt! a rather biggish volume enumerating the deeds which the present 
Government has done, namely, ‘*Two Years of Provincial Autonomy in 
Bengal, ” and in this book wo have got a certificate given by the Hon’ble 
Minister himself to htmself. In the page No. 80 of this book we find 
a pending Rdfliq^l Labour Policy. If one would care to go through 
these pages 1 thifik that would lie sufficient to condemn the Labour 
Minister for want of any sound policy. He starts with the fact that 
when this Ministry took office there was a strik^ and a big strike. 
Since then, the Labour policy has been, as he says, encouraging sound 
trade unionism, but what is actually meant by it he has not been good 
enough to tell this House or the world. Whether it depends upon his 
whim or the whim of the Labour Commissioner or hi* satellites which 
he ha* created. If they are connected with any union, that is a sound 
arid genuine trade union. All others are either communistic unions 
or militant unions. In a word, he is out to crush them. I must 
frankly admit here, that he has succeeded in his aim very creditably, 
I think, much beyond his own expectations. But in doing so, he 1ms 
employed a weapon for which, I think, lie shall have to repent in not 
a very distant date. He has introduced communalism to crush trad<$ 
unionism and the facts are quite clear. At the time of the jute strike, 
when he became a Minister, there was assurance — and it is mentioned 
here in this book also — that there would he no victimization. The 
House knows inspite of the denial of the Labour Minister that tijore 
than seven hundred were dismissed from Bauria and three hundred from 
Rajganj Jute Mills. Still he goes on with this untruth that there has 
been rto victimi^tion. *There was a further assurance that the cases 
would be withdrawn. It was not merely the assurance of the Labour 
Minister — we never put much tru*t in his assurance — but along with 
it was *ako the assurance of the Hon’ble Chief Minister, in whos$ 
assurances in the past, we used to have some amount of confidence. 
Though the promise was that the cases would be withdrawn, yet our 
.friends did rot in jail for nine months. # 

Then he goes on to say about the extension of the Factories Act* 
Absolutely nothing has been done in that respect too. A yport is 
being circulated to the unions that the Factories Act is going to be 

14 
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amended. The volume in my hand is a very big vplume, btat in tlie 
the most important fhing, the simplest of all things, „ that is necessary 
for* tjfe workers, is no? there, and in the other provinces, the Factories 
i^ct S* extended to factories where teif or more men are working. That 
cah be done without any necessity for a big volume. That can be done 
by a single order^from the Government, but this small thing has not 
been done as ydt/' One year back, the Hon’ble Minister assured us 
that they were considering the question of the extension of the Factories 
Act, and a^ill he is consid^ing. *• 

Then he takes credit for the Maternity Benefit Act, an Act which 
was introduced by the previous Government, and it took more than 
eighteen months to give shape to that Act in the form of a*Bill, and 
even in doing so he has excluded thousands of women workers in the 
municipalities, women who work as teachers, clerks and nurses, and all 
others who are not in the big workshops. They are alljexcluded from 
the Maternity Benefit Act. The House may be interested to know that 
one of the demands of the workers who are on strike to-day is the 
maternity benefit for women workers in municipalities. If the Labour 
Minister had included that, at least one of the grievances would have 
been redressed by this House and by the Labour Minister, but that 
was not done. I don’t think I shall have much time, because to-day 
there will be guillotine soon. So, I would rather like to read a catalogue 
of his omissions and commissions. 

The steamer employees made representations to the Labour Minister. 
The Labour Minister has always been saying, “I do not want a strike, 
but representations will be heard.” Hut the represen tat inns made by 
the eteamer employees wore not heard ami nothing was done to them, 
though tin 1 company almost maliciously deprived them of all their 
Provident Fund and all the earnings of twenty years or more. 

Then he has not done anything regarding the minimum wage of 
workers. In other provinces the policy has been followed that minimum 
wage should be Its. 15 — l nm talking now of the period before the 
War— but in this province nothing whatsoever has been done. 

"Then regarding unemployment problem, the Minister or his depart- 
ment could not bring in a Bill. A Bill was brought in by my bumble 
self but no action was taken on that Bill, or ’to att^jnpt was made to 
present any Bill of that type. There ha& been no attempt even to get 
statistics of the unemployed. % 

During the last three years there have been so many strikes but only 
in two cases or, perhaps throe, Conciliation Boards have been appointed 
under the Trade Disputes Act. It is a very simple procedure and we 
have been asking, nay, demanding that the Government should utilise 
the provisions of the Act and form Conciliation Boards or Arbitration 
boards, but that is not done. Even to-day a strike of twenty-thousand 
people is going on and the workers are suffering as well as the public. 
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ft the Qpvernmeut are at all interested in the workers or in the public, 
they would have immediately formed a Conciliation Board or an Arbi- 
tration Board and tried to settle the disputes.’* But they would not do 
anything of the kind. Only if any union in which the Hon'ble^abour 
Minister is interested is in trouble and if the employers do not listen to 
that union, then only a Conciliation Board is formed. That is what we 
have found in (vusuri. That is to some extent true also of the Board 
that was formed j|t Burnpur. 

Then there is Ihe Workmen's Compensation Act. This. Act most of 
the employers are absolutely violating. In the Act we have got that 
if a man loses his limb or he us injured, he is to get compensation. But, 
I think*, it is implied that the man is not to be dismissed. But, in 99 
cases out of 100, a man would get a lump sum as compensation and 
would lose his job. For fear of losing their jobs, many workers do 
not want to^o^to the Compensation Court and by thiN the Act itself has 
become almost tnfnietuous. The workers do not dare to take advantage 
of this Act. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit, but was allowed 
two minufes more.) 

1 have not got time even to read the catalogue of the Hon’ble 
Minister's omission* and commissions, but I must say that the Labour 
Minister has ren!l\ succeeded in making strikes very difficult . lie was 
a strike-breaker bcfoie he become a Laltour Minister. F n that job he 
has done very well. Not onh that, he has gone even much bevond 
that. Only >estcrda\, in the polling booths, not only in Labour 
centres hut in all other centres, there were cries of “Muslim League 
/indahad*' and “Hon'hle Mr. Xuhruwardy Ziudnhad”. So, I predict 
that ver> soon Mr. Fa/Jul Huq will be in the same place as Mr. Nalini 
Ranjan Sarker and Mr. Siihiau ardy v\ ill have the triple crown 
portfolio*, of Labmn. Finance ;»> well a*- iliai ol the Chief Ministei. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEOY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like, in the tirsf 
place, to congratulate the Hon’h le Mill inter upon the way in which be 
has guided the activities of the Labour Department. The fact that 
Bengal hae enjo\pd, during the past year, comparative immunity from 
serious Labour troubfa* is in no small measure due to his solicitude for 
the well-being of its workers. 

# We hear, in this House, from time to time, severe criticisms of his 
methods which, we are told, unduly favour employee. Let me assure 
honourable members that Jhis is very far from being the case, for 
employers know well how uncompromising a champion the Hon'ble 
Minister is of the rights of the workers of this province. 

Now‘ Sir, it has been frequently jMjinted out in the House that the 
resources of agriculture are by themselves insufficient to ensurS a 
reasonable standard of living for the population of Bengal, 8nd that if 
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this is to be assured, an expansion of Industry is vitally necessary. 
Extension of industrial enterprise, I would remind tbe House, will 
mean increased responsibility for the welfare of workers not only on 
the pa#t of employers, but equally on the part of the State. 

An impression prevails in this province that employers alone should 
bear the financial ^rden of Labour welfare, but such a view, I consider, 
is utterly mistaken. * 

The Governments of all great industrial countries freely acknowledge 
the important part which industry plays in national economy; they 
foster it and encourage its development by assuming a large share of 
financial responsibility in schemes designed to promote the well-being 
and happiness, and consequently the efficiency of workers. No 
industry, Sir, can expand and prosper unless it possesses an efficient 
Labour force, and if industry is to expand in this province, Government 
must be prepared In play a larger financial part in ensuring the welfare 
of workers. 

In Bengal, Lubour welfare has a greater significance than in man\ 
other countries, because of the illiteracy and backward condition of 
the workers. Drawn almost entirely from remote village homes, they 
have nothing to guide them in the alien and often grossly insanitary 
surroundings of the great industrial areas, where they are only too 
frequently the prey of jobbers and tricksters. They must he protected 
as far as possible from the dangers of ill-health to which their new 
surroundings and a lack of any knowledge of hygiene expose them, 
and from the many pitfalls into which their lack of worldly wisdom maj 
lead them. Sir, much has been done in Bengal for the welfare of 
industrial labour, mainly by private enterprise — a fact which receives 
little or no recognition —and also to some extent by legislation ; but a 
great deal— a very great deal — still remains to be done before a satis-% 
factory state of affairs can be said to exist. 

* Private enterprise and legislation have so far operated in a haphazard 
manner, and what is now urgently required is u definite and concrete 
plan of Lubour welfare — a long range plan which (‘an proceed smoothly 
as and when circumstances permit — a plan sufficiently flexible to meet 
the requirements of changing conditions. 

There cun be no doubt, Sir, as to the dines whiqji this plan must 
follow. The greatest need in the industrial areas to-day is undoubtedly 
better bousing and town-planning for these areas are, in effect, towns, 
some of them almost cities. It is not necessary to remind honourable 
members that in most of the districts where the industry of this province 
is concentrated, )>u$Ue housing conditions are a disgrace. Many mills 
and factories have already established housing schemes for their workers, 
with proper sanitation and water-supply, but these cannot accommodate 
all the workers, and many are compelled to live in the foully insanitary 
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hovels to which I have referred. Government have a definite responsi- 
bility in this matter, and u carefully prepared and progressive scheme 
of town-planning and slum clearance can no longer be delayed. 

Then, Sir, there is the question of the general health of workers, 
and their care in sickness. Here, again, most larg* factories maintain 
dispensaries and trained medical officers to attend to their workers, but 
this work also requires to be co-ordinated and brought within the scope 
of the schemes controlled b\ the Public Health Department. Surely no 
districts require adequate hospital accommodation more than do the 
industrial areas, and probably no districts are worse served in this 
respect . 

The third important feature of Labour welfare to which l would 
draw attention is the need for providing education for workers' 
children. Thefe is no doubt, Sir, as man> of us know, that the 
advantages of education are fully appreciated by even the most ignorant 
and illiterate workers, who display often a pathetic eagerness to obtain 
for their children what tlu\\ themselves lack. Many mills and 
factories provide schools as part of their general welfare work; but 
here again, Sir, we have an important problem being tackled in a 
haphazard and disconnected wa\. Let such schools form the basis ot a 
progressive plan tor providing tree primary education in the industrial 
districts. Ignorant workers. Sir, are inefficient workers and man} of 
the present generation of children growing up in the vicinity of nur 
mills and factories will he the workers of to-morrow. 

In the short time at my disposal 1 cannot elaborate this subject, 
further. Man\ other aspects ot Labour welfare demand attention and, 
if the Government sincerels desire to promote and encourage the general 
well-being of industrial workers, I submit that the existing machinery 
is unlikely to achieve the best results. 

It is imperative that the\ should enlist the help of employers on a 
representative body, a bod.v which by its knowledge and experience 
would he able to assist and to guide both Government and the employers 
in their efforts to improve Labour welfare conditions in this province. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I want to oppose 
the whole demand and in doing so, I wish to speak mainly on two 
subjects as rm time is limited. These two subjects are — first, the 
dearness allowance, and, secondly, the application of Trade Disputes 
Act in Bengal. 

• 

Sir, before speaking on the subjects I~have mentioned, 1 must 
congratulate my previous speaker for the few words about Labour 
welfare that he has spoken. Into the details of his plan, T#nced not 
go hut about one thing I must say something. He has spoken about 
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the health of the labour population of Bengal. The health of labour* 
ere not only in Bengal but in the whole of India is bad in the extreme. 
Last ye^r, while touring the whole of India as President of the All- 
India Trade Union Congress, I happened 1 to visit the Buckingham 
Mills in Madras, one of the best mills in India. The Manager there 
took me round and was very proudly showing me the condition of the 
workers there. The condition of the biceps of almost all the labourers, 
however, struck me — they were weak and so undeveloped. Had the 
labourers been paid a little more, had the labourers been fed a little 
better, the condition of their biceps would have been much more 
improved. Of course, as the previous speaker has said, for better 
health of the labourers better sanitary conditions and better bousing 
are necessary. But these are not enough. More food is also necessary 
and, as a matter of fact, almost 90 per cent, of the labourers in India 
are chronically starved. If my friend, Mr. Kennedy, once compares 
the condition of the physique of the labourers in his own country — how 
beautiful their bodies are, how nice and healthy they do look — with 
that of the labourers in this country, he will at once mark, the great 
difference. But if the poor labourers in India could he fed in that way, 
their bodies also would he as beautiful and 1 the\ also would be as 
muscular and as healthy as the former class of labourers are. So I 
hope he would consider this fact before he devises his plan. 

Sir, i will come at once to the dearness allowance. We had a dis- 
cussion — a prolonged discussion-- as regards dearness allowance on the 
1st of March last, while discussing on the war bonus resolution. In 
the course of discussion of that day, 1 submitted before the House a 
list of prices of article's — both the pre-war price ms well as the present 
price. At that time, I also worked out and' showed the percentage of 
increase of different commodities. Now, after that, the Government 
in their otHeial organ “Bengal Weekly” on the 18th March, 1940, has 
published a big list showing the prices of different articles in August, 
1999, that is, the pre-war price and also the current price. Unfor- 
tunately, various prices have been shown for the same commodity. 8o 
they have not been able to work out any percentage of increase. 
Hence, no definite comparison can l>e made, hut I do not know how 
the Government has come to the conclusion that at present the cost of 
living is between 7 ami 8 per cent, higher than what it was immediately 
before the declaration of war, that is, according to Government, the 
increase in percentage is not in one than 7 to 8. But I showed in the 
oourlto of the discussion of 1st March last that the increase must have 
been by more than 25 per cent. So, I thought it my duty to go into 
the prices of articles again, and having collected the prices from various 
sources beginning from Uossipore on the north and up to Matiabrus to 
the south, I have again found out the prices to be as follows at present. 
Of course, I quite agree with the Government when it says that the 
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price has in the course of the last month decreased slightly. That ia 
absolutely correct, but even after the present decrease, the percentage 
of increase is still more than 25, and into that I shall go now. 

I am quoting what I found out— 

Rice (Coarse Patnai) : Pre-war price, Rs. 4-4 per maund ; price 
on the 19th March, Rs. 5; so the increase has been by 22 
per cent. In my former list it was 25 per cent, and now it 
has decreased to 22 per cent. So*, there is a slight decrease. 

Dai: Pre-war price for a seer of Arhar was annas 1-9. Then on 
the 15th of February it was annas 3; on the 19th March, 
annas 2-G; so there is a decrease of six pies. But the 
increase as compared to the pre-war price is by 40 per cent. 

In the case of Masur Dal 1 found an increase of 25 j>©r cent; in the 
case of Mug Dal an increase of 25 per cent. ; in the case of Kalai Dal 
25 per cent., in the case of Mustard Oil the increase is still 55 per 
cent.; in the case of (’oeoanut Oil the increase is 20 per cent.; in the 
case of KeTosene Oil the increase is 2-) per cent. ; in the case of Ata 
40 per cent., in tin* case of Sugar 25 jht cent.; in the case of Sugar- 
candy 5o ]M»r cent.; in the case of -lira 20 per cent.; in the case of 
Dhania oO per cent., in the ease of Turmeric by 50 per cent., in the 
case of Soap by 33 per cent , in the case of Betelnut, no increase; in 
the case of (ihoe by 20 per cent. ; in the case of Dhoti by 40 per cent.; 
ami in the case oi Markin 'Ilian by 40 per cent. So, even after this 
slight decrease in the course of this month, the increase compared to 
pre-war prices is even now much more than 25 per cent. So, my 
demand for at least a 2-> per cent, increase as war allowance is fully 
justified, even after the slight decrease that lias taken place this 
month. In this connection J would ask the Hon’ble Minister to show 
us how he has actually worked out this increase of 7 to 8 per 
cent. In fortunately l have got no time, otherwise 1 could have 
given you the prices of all the articles. 1 cannot do it now, because 
the bell will probably just now ring. 

I know, Sir, probably some members from the European (iroup 
will say that from 8th April the number of working of hours of jut© 
mill labourers will be decreasing from 00 to 54 and thereby the 
honourable member will try to establish that there has been a decrease 
in the demand for jute manufactures, and therefor© this demand 
though legitimate cannot granted 1 . But subsequently it lias been 
brought to our notice, that after this decrease in the number of work- 
ing hours has been declared, the jute mill-owners hawe got a very big 
order, and this order has improved their condition to a large extent. 
M the war is going on and as there is no probability of the war 
decreasing or stopping in the near future — rather we apprehend it will 
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go on increasing — so there will be no decrease in the demand for jute 
manufactures in the long run. So, I hope the jute mill-owners will 
see the justice of my demand and agree to it. 

Thffn 1 must come to another point. I would like to refer to the 
Tradb Disputes Act. A few days before a question was put to the 
Labour Minister as to how many cases of trade disputes there were in 
Bengal in the course of the three years during which Provincial 
Autonomy has been working and how many cases were referred to the 
Labour (Commissioner under the Trade Disputes Act for arbitration, 
conciliation or enquiry and in how many of these 4 cases did Govern- 
ment interfere. The answer of the Government was that probably, 
there were about lot) cases of trade disputes which were directly 
referred to Government out of which in only three cases the Govern- 
ment interfered. Sir, you know that this Trade Disputes Act came 
into force since 1 Jh‘14. There is not much defect in the Act, but owing 
to the unwillingness of the Government to apply the Act on a large 
scale, this miserable condition exists, that is, out of lot) cases, to only 
three cases this Act has been applied 1 . I iifortunately, jn this Act 
there are two words '‘may'* and “ shall". That is, if there la* a dis- 
pute, and of the two parties to the dispute if one party only applies to 
the Government, the Government may or may not apply the Act, and 
our Government is taking undue advantage of that word “may,” 
because the Government is aware* that in a place like Bengal where 
there is practically no relationship between the employers and the 
employed 

(Tin 4 member having reached t lie time-limit resumed his seat . ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
would like to refer before 1 take up the uninformed criticism of the 
llon’ble Labour Leaders who Iuivp somehow or other managed to 
smuggle themselves 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. On a 
previous occasion, it was decided that we should be called as Labour 
Members and not as lift hour Leaders or anything like that. We do not 
mind being (ailed Labour Leaders, but 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I withdraw, Sir. They 
are not IjuIkuit Leaders. They never led Labour. They will never 
lead Jaibour, and if they are ever given a chance to lead, they will only 
mislead it. 

Before I refer to the uniformed criticism of the two honourable 
members who are misleading Labour, I would like to refer to the con- 
structive criticism of Mr. Kennedy. Sir, I am indeed gratified to find 
tbat the Vmployers are generously desirous of promoting the welfare 
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of Labour* and I shall certainly take advantage of the offer that he has 
made for the formation of a representative body of employers in order 
to discus* welfare conditions and measures for the advancement and 
promotion of Labour welfare. This is a matter, Sir, wdiich will have 
my most earnest consideration, and I hope that we shall be able soon to 
convene such a committee which, if there is earnestness on the port of 
the employers, will do something really worth while for the welfare of 
Labour. Sir, Mr. Kennedy has referred to certain aspects of Labour 
welfare, and he lias particularly directed the attention of the House 
to the responsibility of Government to promote the welfare of laibour. 
In particular, he lias commented upon three aspects, — better housing, 
health and education, lie has with a certain amount of justifiable 
complacency pointed out that some employers, — and here we must give 
credit to a very large extent to the European employers, — have gone 
in for housing conditions for housing lalniur and providing them with 
water and other amenities, whereas others sm li as local Inidies, the 
Calcutta Corporation, for example, have tailed to appreciate the 
desirability of improving the living conditions of the lalniurers in the 
insanitary ^ Imstas in which they have to live. Sir, I must confess that 
there is a certain responsibility on Government in respect of 
improving the housing conditions of the labourers. This is a mutter, 
Sir, which 1 have been considering. As Mr. Kennedy pmliably 
knows, this is a matter which a poor Government like the Government 
of Bengal can hardly undertake. I do not say that we will not under- 
take it, hut we will have io undertake it in a manner which is within 
our resources. When about a year ago, J had occasion to go to 
England, 1 examined the schemes of the London County Council for 
clearing some of the slum areas ami for putting up houses for the floor 
and the labouring classes. The drain on the resources of the loiidon 
County Council had to lie met by taxation, coupled with the subsidies, 
and I was left with the impression that a scheme of that nature would 
he quite beyond the resources of any Indian Government, provincial or 
central. Nevertheless, it is a matter which must be considered, and 
I hope, Sir, that in this connection the municipalities and the employers 
W'ill share the responsibility with Government. 

On the question of health and education, everyone supports their 
utility. We are considering certain co-operative insurance schemes, 
but the success of these schemes of course defiends upon t lie contribu- 
tion the Labourers are prepared to make, hut us long as the idea 
prevails that Government or the employers must provide for everything 
for the labourers and the labourers must not contribute anything at 
all for their own welfare, it is not possible to put across any schemes 
of this nature. In the matter of education of the workers' children, 
this is a question. Sir, which really ought to be tackled by all the 
three parties ipterested, namely, Government, employers and the 
labourers. And I feel, Sir, that on this point Mr. Kenned y # is not on 
very good grounds as the employers have not done as much as might 
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be expected of them in the matter of education. After all, education, 
does not cost them a considerable amount, and I do hope, Sir, that he 
and his party will consider the question of providing education for 
the labourers’ children who ultimately, on bis own showing, will 
become labourers in their mills to their mutual advantage. 

Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has drawn my attention to the strike of 20,000 
labourers and scavengers who are out and said that, so far as he 
knows, Government has done nothing to relieve the situation. Of 
course, he does not know what has been done. Whenever I do a thing 
I do not take Mr. Sibnath Banerjee into my confidence. I have had 
an interview with the Chief Executive Officer, although frankly 
speaking it is the Calcutta Corporation who are primarily responsible 
in this matter, and I have very little locus standi. This is a matter, 
Sir, which an autonomous statutory body like the Calcutta Corporation 
ought to be in a position to handle, and we shall come in only if they 
are not in a position to adjust the matter. It is said, Sir, that we 
should have stepped in and done something to relieve the situation. 
Now, Sir, the leaders of the labourers have in no way approached the 
Government, and I do not know to what extent they have approached 
the Corporation. Probably, they have approached the Corporation and 
have asked that body to adjust their differences. In spite of this 
fact I went out of my way to ascertain facts and to what extent the 
Chief Executive Officer proposed to deal with the grievances of the 
labourers and to adjust those that were genuine. I am in communica- 
tion with him on that question. T do not know to what extent he 
himself without the support of the Calcutta Corporation will commit 
himself in any negotiations. But I do hope that if there are genuine 
grievances, those grievances will he redressed. 

Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has also stated that while encouraging sound 
trade unionism which he does not understand — I never expected him to 
understand sound trade unionism; he has only admitted his ignorance 
in that respect — while doing so, I have introduced communalism into 
trade unionism. There can be no greater untruth than that. Where 
any communalism has been introduced, it has been introduced by my 
friends opposite, and 1 have ample evidence that when they found 
their influence dwindling in the Labour areas and when instead of 
finding a crowd of 20,000 or 80,000 to listen to them, they find only 
200 or 800 people, they go on preaching communalism and hatred 
against this Government by libelling this Government as a Muslim 
Government and calling upon the Hindu labourers to rise against it. 
That is what my friends opposite have done and they know perfectly 
well to whom I am referring. In every public declaration of mine, in 
every public speech that I have made — and recently I had occasion 
to preside over the Labour onference at Kankinara which was attended 
by nearly 50,000 labourers — I made it absolutely clear in very forceful 
iamruatfe 'that on no account will this Government TRai llAMaro ti 
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Nath Chaudhuri : You made it perfectly clear, but you cannot 
express yourself nqw.) I shall continue after my friends have 
finished saying what they have got to say. As I was saying, Sir, on 
no account will this Government encourage communalism of any kind, 
but will make every possible effort to crush commualism in labour 
circles. (Cries of “Hear, hear,” from Coalition benches.) I consider 
that, so far as the Labourers are concerned, their greatest enemies 
are those who promote communalism amongst them. The labourers 
have to live side by side with each other. Most of them are illiterate; 
many of them do not quite understand their rights and privileges. 
And if they are excited, if they are pitted against one another, there 
can be no peace in Lalwmr areas. 1 uin tell them that our policy of 
discouraging communalism which my friends opposite have taken 
certain steps to encourage has resulted in far greater peace in Labour 
•areas than what existed previously. 

Mr. Sihiuith Hanerjee thereafter stated that whereas I have 
declared that 1 am prepared to receive representations and to request 
the labourers to act in a constitutional manner and to present represen- 
tations before they go on strike, 1 have not, in fact, listened to the 
representations of the employees of steamer companies. Now, Sir, o 
more grossly misleading statement could not have been made by a 
responsible member of this House. The representation that was made 
by certain employees of steamer companies was not a representation 
by the men who could go on strike but by persons who were dismissed 
2 or d years before we came into office — some time in lth‘15 — owing to 
the activities of irresponsible agitators; at that time Mr. Silmnth 
Hanerjee was only a labour leader; be was not a labour member as he 
is now. He actually misled the poorly paid employees of the steamer 
companies. The steamer companies gave them every facility to come 
hack, but Mr. Sibnath Hanerjee got it into his head at that time that 
he would he able to establish his Mazdoor Raj possibly of the Moscow 
brand if he could manage to keep them out, and the result of it was 
that 1,200 unfortunate persons had to be dismissed. Every opportunity 
was given to them to come hack to work, blit they did not come back 
to work until the time expired, and thereafter they had to go al>out 
from door to door asking to be taken back. I went into the whole 
question thereafter; I called for reports from the steamer companies; 

I had a discussion with them in the matter; I spoke to the representa- 
tive of those unfortunate persons who had been dismissed owing to 
the activities of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, but, unfortunately, I must 
confess, I could not do anything. In fact, all of them were dismissed 
and the steamer companies were not prepared to take them back. The 
question, therefore, does not arise that these persons se f nt up representa- 
tions to go on strike, and that I did not listen to them. Now, Sir, 
two honourable members who represent labour have complained that 
I have not made more use of the Trade Disputes Act. Dt. Suresh. 
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Chandra Banerjee has misunderstood the answer that I gave in that 
connection. What I said was that there were t25 disputes and in 
only thjee instances was t he Trade Disputes Act applied, but it does 
not mean that the oilier 122 disputes in which the Trade Disputes 
Act was not used were not settled at our intervention. It is not 
necessary to apply the Trade Disputes Act if the parties come to 
a settlement ; and if we intervene and bring about that settlement. 
The whole object , of the Labour Department is to ’ watch labour 
activities. It there is a dispute or a strike, we often intervene, 
sometimes without being called by either party, and sometimes again 
when we are appealed to by one party or the other. We have been 
successful owing to the tact and foresight and the very hard work 
which the Lalwmr Commissioner lias put in in this matter. Sir, we 
have been successful in averting many a strike and settling many 
a strike which otherwise would June dragged on. (Dr. Surksh 
Ciiandha Hinj:imi;k: Were all these published in \our “Bengal 
Weekly” ? What about the cases in which you failed to make a settle- 
ment?) Sir, Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee has said that *the biceps 
of the Madrasi labourers ought to be more developed. Sir, biceps 
scarcely depend for their development on higher wages; the\ have 
something to do with the constitution of the Madrasis. We have 
another type of labourer here also which on flic wages that they earn 
has developed a pretty strong constitution and l hardly think. Sir, 
that the development of the biceps has to any appreciable extent been 
determined by the wages. Sir, Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee has read 
out u certain statement with regard to the prices of certain articles— - 
the pre-war and post-war prices — as he did on the last occasion when 
u resolution was discussed on the floor of this House. They were mis- 
leading and unreliable. We wrote a lettei to Dr. Banerjee asking 
him to let us know from which shops he had gathered these prices, 
but the gentleman did not favour us with a repL ; on the other hand, 
he published a letter with a similar series of prices yesterday wdiioh 
we are cheeking up again, and l have no doubt that we shall find them 
misleading on this occasion as well. There is one thing which T would 
like to point out to l)r. Banerjee, and 1 would request him on account 
of the seriousness of the consequences cd hi** activities not to mislead 
the labourers on this question any further. We have taken pains 
definitely to point out to the labouring population and to the world 
at large what has l>een the increase in the present prices. Dr. 
Banerjee does not understand how an increase in the cost of living 
is to be calculated, lie thinks that by making a statement that prices 
have gone up in some cases by 25 per cent., and in others by 40 per 
cent., the increase in the cost of living can be calculated by striking 
an average. Take an example — suppose the price of kerosene has gone 
up by 25 t per cent. But it does not mean that the entire wages th^ 
person earns^is spent on kerosene, that he drinks kerosene, he eats 
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kerosene, lie clothes in kerosene or pays rent in kerosene. Therefore, 
in order to ascertain what has been the actual increase in the price, 
we have got to find out how much of the workers’ budget goes on food, 
on clothes, and rent, etc., and then again in calculating this*rise we 
have to pay attention to the weigh tage attachable to each article. We 
must ascertain how much will be spent on turmeric, on onions, on salt 
and how much on atta, rice and so on. Sir, in Madras which was till 
recently governed by the Congress Government and in which the 
present Government is still carrying on that Government’s policy, 
it is stated, I believe, that the price index is 105. We do not differ 
much. Our index is 107. As a matter of fact as against 105 of 
Madras we have 2 points more than Madras has, and 1 can assure the 
House that every fortnight I examine these figures for the purpose of 
finding out whether there has been an increase in the prices, because 
I think it is my duty to give correct figures to the public, the employers 
as well as the lnlMmrers. Therefore, Dr. llatierjee should not 
continue to mislead the labourers. He should not continue to make 
statements which have brought about a situation in Calcutta which 
is most deplorable; the tempt* of strikes, of agitation is rising on 
account, to a very great extent, of the activities of gentlemen like 
Dr. Bancrjee. and I would request him to use his influence to bring 
about peace rather than to excite the labourers by making incorrect 
statements and by putting hopes into their hearts which cannot 
possibly be fulfilled. What is the use for example of inciting the 
scavengers to put up a demand for a rise of 25 per cent, hi wages if 
as a matter of fact the prices, have risen by only 9 per cent, above the 
pre-war rates? Is it proper that the Labour leaders should go amongst 
the labourers and continue to excite them ami ask them to insist on 
a 25 per cent, increase and cease their w'ork until they get it? There 
is one appeal which T would like to make to the labour members here 
that instead of trying to embarrass — not Government, I do not caro if 
you embarrass Government because w’e ure strong enough to take care 
of ourselves — the labourers and put them in a false position and dis- 
locate their wmrk, they will do far better to go amongst them and tell 
them how they can improve their condition by self-help. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister make this appeal to 200 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Order, order. 1 should not teach you parlia- 
mentary manners. I think there is a limit to everything. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a* point of order, 
Sir, I submit that the rules' of this House lay down that a member may 
rise and make observations on points of personal explanation and on 
points arising in the course of the debate. Sir, you, as the Speaker 
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of this House, need not be reminded of this privilege which belongs to 
the members. In rising up I 'did no more than exercise that right 
which is inherent in every member and you should be the first to see 
that thfe members are in no way interfered with in exercising that right. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Which rule are you referring to? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If you give me a copy 
of the rules, I shall be able to point that out. 

(Mr. Speaker directed the Secretary to giv® a copy of the rules to 
Mr. Mazumdar.) 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: That is the practice all over the 
world. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is no use discussing. I think, Mr. Mazumdar, 
you will remember that 1 have been most willing to give every oppor- 
tunity to members to make personal explanations where necessary. 
Rut 1 don't think I should be a party to the interruption^ which has 
been made. If you wanted to rise on a point of personal explanation, 
under the rule, you could only do so with my permission. I think 
when a debate has been closed, without taking my permission, you 
cannot make any observations. If you refer to the rule, you will see 
that you have got to get my permission and if I don’t give it, you can- 
not rise. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. H. S. Nuhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 4,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — 
Miscellaneous Departments” was then put and agreed to. 

30 — Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of H ih Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Its. 4,84,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports 
and Pilotage.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

56 — Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund- 
Government Presses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 23,48,800 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government 

Presses.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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22 — Interest on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on Jthe recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. §,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest 
on Debt and Other Obligations.” 

The mdtfon was then put and agreed to. 


55 — Superannuation allowances and pensions, 55A — Commutations of 
pensions financed from ordinary revenues, and S3 — Payment of 
commuted value of pensions not charged to revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 76,99,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “65 — 
Superannuation allowances and pensions/* “55 A — Commutations of 
pensions financed from ordinary revenue,” and “83 — Payment of com* 
muted value of pensions.*’ 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


57— Miscellaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency ihe Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Ks. 77,93,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “57 — 
Miscellaneous.** 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order/ 
Sir. I had occasion just to refer to the rule. You were kind enough 
to say that a member could only with the consent of the Speaker make 
his observations. May I draw your attention to rule — — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not with the consent, but with the permission. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Not even permission 
is mentioned. It says that, “he shall ask the question through Ihe 
Speaker.” * 9 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t make any confusion. Are you referring 
to rule 14 or not? * 
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Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Not rule 14, but rule 

11. It says: — 

“WJien, foi the purpose of explanation during discussion, or for 
an^ other sufficient reason, any member has occasion to ask 
a question of another member on any matter then under the 
consideration of the Assembly, he shall ask the question 
through the Speaker.” j* 

1 submit, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You did not do that. I am not going to hear - 
any more explanation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. May 1 make my submission ? I do submit most respectfully that 
I should have the right to make mv submission, and I cannot be asked 
to sit down peremptorily. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to refer to the incident, the matter 
has been closed. But if you want to make any submission, it must be 
on a point of order. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I only 
just mention, in order to avoid such incidents in the future, it would 
be much better if the Hon'ble Minister did not start lecturing as if he 
was lecturing to schoolboys and admonishing the members every now 
a&d then. Be should have made a statement on the Government policy 
« instead of always saying that, “such and such a member is misleading 
and is doing this or that.” That occasions all these interruptions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am sorry, Mr. Gupta. I do not want to go into 
the comparative merits of the Hon’ble Minister and others, If I am to 
do so, 1 have to apply the brush on all sides. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. You refer to rule 14. 1^ don’t refer to that rule- 

Mr. SPEAKER. To what rule do you refer? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I refer to tale 11. 

With regard to your pronouncement that a member can make his 
observations with the permission of the Speaker, my submission is that 
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such permission is not necessary for making observations arising 1 out 
of a matter before the House. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: For the time being, my decision on rule 11 is 
tbit “he shall ask the question through the Speaker*’ means “he shall 
aek the question with the permission of the Speaker.” If the Speaker 
does not give his permission, the member cannot put his question. 

4 . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, my point of sub. 
mission is this. It is implicit in the wording of section 11, which con- 
templates the necessity which may inevitably arise in the course of any 
discussion that a member may make observations, — not a speech, not 
a personal explanation, — and while making such observation what that 
member has to do is to rise up, not to address another member direct, 
but through the Speaker to put a question or make an observation. 
That is what 1 wanted to do. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry 1 have tepeatedJy given my deci- 
sion about Ihe intention of rule 11. It does not give on inherent right 
to a member to put a question because it that is so, the legislative pro- 
ceedings would be impossible. In any ease, I do not want to enter 
into discussion about this matter as I have decided that point. Tf a 
member has to ask eithei for un explanation or a personal explanation 
which is under rule 14, he must say on what he is rising. He cannot 
leave it vague. It is \ cry convenient tor Mr. Dutta Muzumdur to say, 
“1 do not ask under rule 14 but under rule 11.” 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: No. Sir, I said under 
rule 1 1 . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have alread v given my decision. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of privilege 
Sir 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR. On a point of order, 
Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have decided the point of order and there can- 
not be any discussiqp on that point of order. 

* * 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, J am not refer- 
ring to that poiht. I am raiding a new point of order. It is this: 

when a member wished to raise a point of order * 

.16 
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Mr. SPEAKER: l mu sorry, you will have to raise it after the 
budget discussion is over. You cannot obstruct the proceedings for 
the time being. 

Mftlllvi WALIUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 77,93,590 under the head “07 — Miscellaneous’* be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, if anv meinbci of this House lakes a little (rouble to scrutinise 
and analyse the provisions under this head, he will be in a position to 
realise that this Government is not at all a populai one. but it is more 
bureaucratic than that before the advent of the new constitution. It 
appears that no provision has been made for giving any allowance to 
the unfortunute persons externed, interned or imprisoned for their poli- 
tical activities. It would have been a matter of great pleasure to the 
people of this country if they were allowed to organise themselves to 
save themselves from the oppression of that section of the people who 
have vested interests or if the people holding different views from those 
of the present Government pnrh were not suppressed from giving 
expression to their own political views or if the Government would not 
take advantage of the outbreak of the present European war for taking 
action under the so-called India Defence Act or similar notifications to 
extern, intern or imprison the political workers who happen to be poli- 
tically opposed to the Government party. 

(The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

{After ad lournment.) 

Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN: As the Government is already 
detm mined and has actualh Iwgun to suppress the Proja workers and 
to extern, intern or imprison them, there should have been some 
provision made for looking In their needs. Even the bureaucratic 
Government before the advent of the new constitution could not refrain 
from making arrangements for giving allowance to the internees and 
State prisoners, but this so-called popular Government appear to be 
more iron-handed than the old* bureaucratic Government in this matter. 
With a political motive, the present Government appear to have taken 
au attitude which is not at all desirable or becoming a popular Gov- 
ernment. Though the people of an\ democratic country have got the 
legitimate right to organise themselves, the unfortunate people of this 
country are not allowed to do so, sa\e and except those who belong to 
the Government party who have l>een carrying on without any 
hindrance an ‘ e.r-parte propaganda against the people who hold 
different views from those of the Government party. Even when they 
desire to hold meetings, they have not to take any permission under 
the Defence of India Act. 
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If anybody looks into the items of donations provided in the Budget 
to many institutions, he will find that the Government is not at all 
anxious to do anything beneficial to the poor millions of this country, 
but they are always anxious to please the foreigners. It appears that 
huge donations have been made to the District Charituble Society, 
Calcutta, Protestant Home, Salvation Arm\, St. Joseph’s Home, 
Rescue Homes and St. Vincent s Home, and provision lias also been 
made for the European vagrants. So far as we know these institu- 
tions are nothing but Christian missionary ones. Their functions and 
activities are nothing but to preach their own faith .directly and 
sometimes indirectly. It is curious to see that they are given 
advantage of the public revenues to preach their faith, but we, tha 
Hindus and the Muslims of this eountrv, are denied the same advantage. 

Let us now come to the question of provision for vagrants. An 
amount of Its. 7,000 has been allotted for the Indian vagrants and 
Rs. 4,000 for the European vagrants. Now, Sir, anybody can realize 
whether the scanty amount of Rs. 7,000 is sufficient to help the Indian 
vagrants jneluding the ship-wrecked mariners and insane persons for 
their passage and diet money sent to and released from the mental 
hospital. Mainly tor these purposes the allotment is made. It is 
amazing that millions of vagrants are roaming through the city every 
day and many are spending their lives on footpaths, mainly depending 
on public charity, unnoticed and uncared for, but you will not find a 
single European vagrant in the same wretched condition. From this 
any man can realize that the allotment for the Europiums is more than 
sufficient and the present Government is not for the people of this 
country, but tor the Euro|>cans. Besides this, the ship-wrecked 
mariners are not helped in ihc interests of this country, but in the 
interests of the ship-owning company . It i** the duty of the company 
to help them when in distress. From this it is easy to understand 
that the European interest has been given preference to that of the 
people of this country. So 1 request the Government to revise the 
policy to the )w\st interests of the people for whom they hold the posi- 
tion as their representatives. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Sir. I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 77,9*1,000 for expenditure under the head “o7 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced 1 b\ Rs. 100. 

Perhaps, the Rou ble Minister is aware that there is a division by 
the name Chittagong Division in this province and there are also 
some members in this House who are hailing from that division. A 
differential treatment has been accorded to this division 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry to interrupt. But to-day jure sit up 
to 8 o’clock and the guillotine will fall at 7. 
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Mr, SHAHEDALI: A differential treatment has been accorded to 
this division simply on the ground that there was no need of any 
money for any charitable institution. We also find this time in dis- 
tributing their patronages Government have bestowed their patronages 
only to two districts, namely. Daw a and Barisal. In the district of 
Dacca they have given a grant of nearh Rs. 25,000 to Sir Salimulla 
Orphanage and Rs. 288 to the Muslim Orphanage. But in the division 
of Chittagong also there are poor people. There is also an orphanage 
at Chittagong. That matter was brought to the notio# of the Govern- 
ment last year by several HfMHM'hes, hut the lfon’ble Minister did not 
do anything for that particular division, simply because the members 
in the Coalition Party coming from that division have got no voice. 
One Khan Bahadur from Chittagong Division threatened the Chief 
Minister with death by poison if his nominee did not get the post of 
a Muhammadan Marriage Registrar. 1 would ask the particular Khan 
Bahadur if he could threaten the Chief Minister with death by poison 
if no grant is given to the charitable institution of the Chittagong 
Division. This will be more honourable than seeking nomination for 
service as Marriage Registrar. 

With these words, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. 1 am at a dis- 
advantage in being unable to meet the criticisms of the honourable 
members who have spoken, because 1 have not been able to follow a 
word of the very illuminating speech <d Mi. Waliur Rahman nor have 
1 understood the arguments advanced by Mi. Shahedali. I may point 
out to this latter gentleman that so tai as provision for money for 
charitable institutions is concerned, this money which is to be found 
under the head “Miscellaneous” is not a sum of money which is 
allowable either to divisions or allottable every year. There are certain 
organizations and charitable institutions that Government have 
recognized, and donations are given to them year after year, not 
through the respective departments, but through a Miscellaneous 
Department distinctly as donations for charitable purposes. 

You will find. Sir, that these donations are given to institutions 
widely different in (heir objects— some are under the Education 
Department, some under the Local Self-Government Department, 
while others are institutions such as the St. Joseph’s Home for the 
aged and Calcutta Sailors’ Home, Rescue Home and so on. And we 
are not aware, Sir, as yet whether there are charitable organizations in 
Chittagong that deserve to be in the permanent list. I have no doubt 
that if there are similar charitable organizations, whether they be in 
Chittagong or in any other part of the province, they will be 
sympathetically dealt with. 
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The motion of Mr. Maulvi Waliur Rahman that the demand of 
R«. 77,93,000 for expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that the demand of Rs. 77,93,000 for 
expenditure under the head “57 — Miscellaneous” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon 'hie Mr. FT. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 77,93,000^)0 granted for expenditure under the head “57 — Mis- 
cellaneous” was then put and agreed to. 


Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. »: 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellent \ tin* Governor, l bop to move that a sum 
of Rs. 4,05,000 he granted for 1 expenditure under the head “Interest 
Free Advances. ” 

The motion was tlten put and agreed to 


Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency (lie Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 14.17,000 he planted foi expenditure under tin* head' “Loans 
and Advances bearing interest.” 

In inoxinp this grant, I desire to point out. Sir, that an error has 
crept in in the Budget. My attention has been directed to a statement 
at page 158 of tin* Him* Hook (Mr. Jooksii (’iiandha Gupta : Blue 
Hook or Red H« »ok y) that in tin* revised estimate of this year a loan of 
Rs. 50,000 has been provided for the Hon’lde Nawab Hahadur of 
Dacca. There i> no such pioposal in existence. 1 have tried to ascer- 
tain how this statement came to be made in the book. It was neither 
in the lludpct of the rurrent year 1939-40 nor in tin* supplementary 
demand which was moved in July, nor in the supplementary demand 
which is poinp to be moved to-morrow. It is in none of these items. 
There was some proposal for an advance of a loan to the estate of the 
Nawab Hahadur to meet certain obligations. This matter was examin- 
ed bv the Finance Department. (Yrtnin conditions were laid down 
and they were rejected, and the proposal dropped. Apparently, Sir, 
the Finance Department was not unaware of the fact that the proposal 
had dropped and that the conditions laid down had Iseen rejected, and 
bo in the revised Estimate provision has been made for it, thouph it 
appeared in none of the three Hudpets. In fact, there is no idea of 
paying this amount. 
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Mftllkri ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of information, 
Sir. May I know whether the loan was proposed to be granted to 
Nawab Bahadur personally or to his estate ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : To his estate. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May J, Sir, under section 11 
ask for an explanation from the Hon’ble Minister whether in saying 
'‘Blue Book” he really meant the Red Book? (Daughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, I meant the Red 
Book. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Bs. 14,17,000 be granted for expenditure hunter the head “Loans and 
Advances bearing interest” was then put and agreed to. 


63— Extraordinary Charges m India. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Its. 12,10,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — 
Extraordinary (’barges in India.” 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, I would just like to make a 
few observations on this Budget grant, not so much with a view to 
seek to reduce the grant, Invause 1 know some amount of this money 
is likely to come from the Government of India, but to move a redac- 
tion by Ks. 100 to discuss certain questions of principle. 

Sir, I find that in this new head appear some items like precau- 
tionary measures in connection with the war, air raid precautions, 
expenditure and price control expense. 

With regard to some of these items, 1 find that the details are not 
available. It is quite possible that for military reasons the details 
are held back. But 1 would like to have an assurance from the 
llon'hle Minister in charge that the rules regarding financial provi- 
sion a iv strictly followed, and specific and healthy control that is 
necessary may not be slackened’ to see tliut no amount of money is 
frittered away without proper scrutiny. That is the principle on 
which wo would like to have an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister. 

With regard to price control, we have had a considerable amount of 
difficulty in following the methods or principles that are generally 
adopted by the department of pritv control. From commercial men we 
have hud many complaints in this connection. At this fag end of the 
Budget session, it is neither possible, nor is it desirable, to go into 
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detail* of such complaints. But I would like to have an assurance 
from the Hon’ble Minister concerned, that is to say, from the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce, if he is in a position to state definitely 
that in course of this price control that is being exercised in ‘Bengal 
the interests of the poor agriculturists will l>o properly and duly looked 
into and no attempt will 1 k» made to compel them to sell their products 
at a cheaper rate merely to help exports for war purposes. There 
should be no attempt to control the prices of agricultural products, 
particularly the*tigricultural products of Bengal. 

Secondly, Sir, I have had complaints sent to me as representative 
of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce from various districts 
where the executive authorities interfere with the ordinary and usual 
business of merchants on the ground of price control. 1 would like to 
have an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister in that connection too, 
and while we would certainly welcome some umount of special check 
on profiteering, we would like to request the Hon’ble Minister , tfynt in 
the name of checking profittM>ring the normal business profits JftiH not 
be taken nflav. 1 must give him five minutes to give a suitable reply 
that in these two respects, namely, price control and expenditure on 
war purposes, a greater amount of senitinx will be exercised than 
appears to have been exercised in the past. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the Hon'ble 

Finance Ministoi can speak on both the points. So he may be asked 
to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, in respect of the 
expense on air raid precautions 1 can assure the House that the rules 
are being strictly observer! and there will not be any laxity in this 
matter; as a matter of fact, the Finance Department has got into very 
bad odour cxen with our supporters for the rigorous manner in which 
it has observed the rules. 1 hope we will continue in that form, 
fearlessly observing the rules to the best of our ability. 

With regard to price control, Sir, I have already announced that 
the policy of Government is in no way to control the price of the 
agricultural commodities so far as the upward tendency is concerned, 
and I do not think. Sir, that there will be any attempt merely to benefit 
the exporters or benefit the purchasers of exports in*other countries, 
unless, of course, it is done with the consent of the House in those 
cases where high* prices may ultimately lead to future ruination of the 
agriculturists themselves. 9 
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On the other hand, if at all, this Government will try to see that 
the prices of agricultural commodities are maintained. Possibly 
Dr. Sanyal was thinking of jute when he referred to this matter. I 
have no doubt that this will continue to form our chief difficulty and 
we shall try to safeguard the interests of the agriculturists in this 
connection. We shall see that the price does not fall by manipulation 
below a level which would benefit the agriculturists. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: What about paddy, dul, etc.?) So far as paddy and other 
commodities are concerned, the price has risA and is rising. I do not 
know what steps should !*• taken if prices go up. We may take steps 
if they go down. Dr. Sanyal has said that we should allow normal 
business profits to he earned. What are normal business profits is 
difficult to ascertain, because lieforc the war business was hardly 
earning any profits at all. We have known ot certain cases where 
persons have sold at cost price and sometimes even below cost price in 
order to he able to get the price of one tin of kerosene oil or one hox 
of wood, and nevertheless when we do fix a price we do give due consi- 
deration to this desirability of allowing a margin for profit, and to 
see that if the poor man gets his goods at the lowest rate possible the 
business man also docs not lose. ((Vies of “We have reached 
7 o'clock”.) 

The motion of the Double Khwuja Si i Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 12,10,000 he granted for expenditure under the head “Oil — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That finishes all the Budget demands. 
Sec ret a r\ will now read the three messages received from the Council. 


Messages from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read the following messages received from the 
Bengal Legislative Council: 

“The Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 28th 
of March, 1040, agreed to the Administrator-Generals (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill. 1040, without an\ amendment. 

“The Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 29th 
of March, 1040, agreed to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Teniporan Provisions i Bill, 1040, without any amendment. 

“The Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 28th 
of March, 1040, agreed to the Official Trustees (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, without any amendment.” (Cheers.) 
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Point of Information. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, at page 158 of the Red 

Book we find that some mistakes are creeping in there. 

Mr. SPEAKER. With regard to that as the Budget is already 
finished, I am functus officio and have nothing any longer to do with it. 

I may now state that we are going to meet to-morrow at 11 o’clock 
in the morning and' close at about 1 p.m. On Monday, the House 
will meet for just 10 minutes only to get the authenticated schedule. 
So, as there will not he much of business we can perhaps meet at 
6-30 p.m. that day. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We can perhaps meet at 

tl o’clock. Sir. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir. wh\ not make Monday a 

holiday and meet on Tuesday five minutes earlier? 

Mr. SPEAKER: On Monday which, is the first of the next 
month members are going to get their allowances and salaries, and so 
I hope it is to their interest to meet on Monday. (Laughter.) 

Dr. N ALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. as there are a good deal of 
questions, why not meet at 3 o’clock? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think, Sir, 5-45 p.m. 
would he the best. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, I agree. So to-morrow we are meeting 
at 11 a. m. and on Monday at 5-45 p m. for about half an hour. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 11 a.m on Saturday, the 30th March. 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Asskmhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 30th March, 1940, at 11 a. in. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ible Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haquk, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 7 Uon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

Want of quorum. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Have we got the requisite 
quorum. Sir? 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No Please ring the bell. 

(The bell was run# and more members eame in.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now there is quotum. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal ratio in appointments of Superintendents and Inspectors 
of Excise. 

*262. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon 'hie Minister in charge 
of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the existing nuinlK*r of 

(1) Superintendents, and 

(2) Inspectors of Excise 

in the Province showing separately the number in each of 
the cadres of — 

(i) IJindus, 

(ii) Muslims, 

(Hi) Scheduled Castes, and 
(tr) others? 
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( b ) the number of appointments made sinee 1937 up to now in each 
of the cadres of — 

(1) Superintendent, and 

(2) Inspectors of Excise 

showing: separately the number in each cadre of — 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Muslims, 

(iii) Scheduled Castes, and 
(ir) others Y 

ir) If no Muslim ha- Won appointed as Superintendent of Excise 
after 1931 and up to now. will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reason there for ? 

id) Will tin* Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propo.se to take for the maintenance of 50 per cent, ratio 
for Muslims in the Bengal Exci-e Service (Senior)? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): in) and (/>> Statements 

are placed on the table. 

(r) A retrenehed Muslim Superintendent of Excise was reappointed 
in 1937 

(d) The general orders on the subject are clear. No special steps 
are necessary 


Statement referred to m the reply to clause (a) of Marred question So. 262. 





Number of — 


Name of 
appointment. 

Number 
of posts. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 
Castes, j 

Others. 

Superintendent of ■ 
Excise. 

15 j 

7 

7 


I* 

Inspector of 

Excise, * 

51f 

23 

22 

• 



* Christian. fflix posts mrt vieut, # 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question No. 262 . 


• 

Number 

of 


Number of — 


Name of 
appointment. 

appoint- 
ments 
; made 
i since 
1937. 

Hindus. 

; 

' 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Others. 

Superintendent of 
Excise. 

5 

3 

1 


1* 

Inspector of 

Excise. 

0 

3 

3 




’Christian. 


Settlement operation in Taluq Abad Debnathpur, Motabaria polioe- 
station, Barisal. 

*263. Khan Sahib Maulvi HATEMALLY JAMADAR: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to 
state whether the settlement operation is going on in Taluq Abad Deb- 
nathpur in police-station Motabaria, district Barisal? 

' b ) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the principle 
on which the rent is likely to In* fixed? 

(<?) Has any rate of rent l)een decided upon on the recommendation 
of the Assistant Settlement Officer in charge of Barisal? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister 1 h» pleased to state whether any 
relative of the Assistant Settlement Officer is serving in the said estate? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the relationship existing between him and 
the Assistant Settlement Officer? 

(/) Do the Government contemplate desirability id deputing- any 
other officer for the fixation of the rent on the average of market rate of 
the last 10 years? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) Settlement operations in 
the Taluk have been completed. 
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(b) In case of raiyaU the rents have been determined on consideration 
of the rates prevailing in the neighbouring villages and also in accord- 
ance with the principles laid down in section 38 (/) (h) read with sec- 
tions 38 (2) and 104A (7) (d) of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

The rates of rent for under-raiyats have been fixed on the principles 
of section 481) ( 2 ) of the said Act. 

As regards tenure-holders, fair rents have been settled on the asset© 
and by distributing allowances varying from 10 to 40 per cent, of assets 
among different grades in accordance with the principles of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act and Regulation VII of 182LV 


i r) Yes. 


< d ) N o 

\e) and </> Do not arise. 


Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards in Chittagong. 

•264. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the llon ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Uredit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

( t ) how many Union Boards arc there in the district of Uhittagong; 
and 

iti) in how many Union Boards, Debt Settlement Boards have been 
established since the enforcement of the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Act, 1935 (VII of 193(1)? 

(b) Will the Houh’le Minister be pleased to state the reasons for not 
establishing Debt Settlement Boards in all the Unions in Chittagong in 
spite oi repeated demands? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate establishment of Debt Settle- 
ment Boards in all the remaining Unions during this yearP 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of tho Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indabtedneee D apart- 
ment) : (a) (/> 184 and < *# ) 108 . 

(6) The honourable member is referred to the reply to clause (b) of 
starred question No. 40 given on the oth August, 1938. 

(c) Establishment of more Debt Settlement Boards will be considered 
when proposals are received from local officers. 
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Percentage of Muslima in various servioes in the Irrigation Dep artm ent 

•28S< Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Honble 

Minister in charge of the Comm unications and Works Department be 
pleased to state the percentage of Muslims in the various services in 
the Irrigation Department ? 

( b ) Will the Hoif ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the last five years the number of — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) non-Muslims 

in the various branches ot service in the Department? 

(r) Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the total number of appointments made during the last 10 years; 
and 

(/») how many of them are Muslims? 

(d) What steps do the Government propose to take to increase the 
number of Muslim appointments in this department ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

The collection of material for a reply to parts (a) to (r) of the question 
would involve an expenditure of time, labour and money whioh it would 
be difficult to justify in view of the recent decision of Government 
regarding t lie minimum jiereentage ot appointments to be filled by 
Muslims. The honourable member needs no special assurance from me 
that that decision will be implemented in the department of which I 
am in chaise. 


Appointment of teachers under the District School Board, Noakhali. 

*268. Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: <«) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chaige of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether the appointment of teachers in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd posts under 
the District School Board, Noakhali, will be made on population basis? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District School Board contemplates to hold 
competitive examination of the teachers before their appointment? 

(r) Is the Hon ble Minister aware that there is a feeling of discon- 
tent amongst the experienced and untrained teachers of the district over 
the question of the proposed competitive examination ? 
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The Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 84JHRAWARDY (on behalf of tho Minister 
in charge of the Education Department): («) Yes, general^ on 
population basis. * 

(6) Yea, to test their fitness as has been Hone by the School Boards 
of Mvmensingh, Dacca and Tippera. 

(c) Untrained, unfit and incajKihle teachers may not welcome the 
idea of appearing at an examination. 


Establishment of a district agricultural farm in Noakhali. 

mi. Mr. HAREHDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government have come to any definite 
decision regarding the establishment of a district, agricultural farm 
in the Noakhali district ? 

(h) Will the TTon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of Government to convert the site at Maizdin into an 
agricultural farm with an agricultural school attached thereto? 

MINISTER in charge of tho AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Silting up of the tributaries of the Padma flowing through East 
M actor i pur, Faridpur. 

•2S8. A I- Had j CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) la 

the Hon’ble Minister m charge of the (ommunications and Works 
Department aware — 

(t' that the tributaries of the I’adtnn flowing through East MadarU 
pur have silted up; 

(?ri that communications and a numliei of business centres such as 
Naria Bhojeshwar, Gharisnr, Bhedarganj, etc., have been 
affected ; 

(tu) that the steamei connection to Sur^shwai has been stopped ; 
and 

(ir) that the people of East Madnripur have lieen put to incon- 
venience? 

{b) *if the answer to ■(<») is in the affirmative, will the Hon'blo 
Minister be pleased to state what action is being proposed to lie taken 
for making the rivers navigable throughout the year? # 
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Th* Hon’bla Sir BI40Y,|tR^8AD 8 INCH BOY (on behalf of W 
Minitter in o barge of the communications and Works Depart me nt): 

(a) 'Yes. ’ * ' 

v . f 

(b) 1 am advised that owing to the unfavourable natural conditions • 
no prevailing, it is not practicable to make the rivers navigable 
throughout the year. 


‘ 8eourity deposits of Excise ve 

,**209. Mr. KRI8HNA PRA8AD MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department aware^* 

(i) that at the time of taking t he licence the Excise vendors *hftve 

to deposit an amount called the security deposit; 

. i 

(it) that no interest is gisen on the security money; #nd 
(m) that interest is given to all other persons who give de[K>sit 
in the Government Treasury either tor service or for any 
other reasons Y 

(b) if the answer to is in the attirmati\e, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take for the pay- 
ment of interest to the vendors on their security deposit ? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a)(t) The vendors 

are required to pay the average licence fee lor one month in advance. 

(it) Advuuce licence tee is Government revenue and not security 
money of the vendors. The question of interest does not, therefore, 
arise. 

(fit) Yes. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

* 

Fmb for examination of tht students of the Medical Faoulty, Bengal. 

*270. Babu MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Ilealtb and Local Self-Government 
Department aware that the fees for examination of the students of the 
Medical Faculty, Bengal, have recently been increased# 

{!)) Did the State Medical Faculty obtain the permission of Govern- 
ment for the increase in the examination fee? 

(r) Will the; "Hon’ bio Minister 1 m> pleased to state — 

(») when the rate hitherto in force was introduced; and 
(it) Vhat is the reason for the present enhancement f 



r- _ 

j *■ (t) jfopping the increase for the u6xf ex&mindton;' and 
•faokqjdin g an enquiry into the matter? 



Th* Non’blqjta TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on Mall of the Minister i 
in charge of the public Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment): (a) and ( b ) Yes. * 

' ' (c) (i iy The rates for the Primary and Intermediate Examinations 

were introduced in Ellw and those for the Final Examination in 


As the State Medical Faculty was unable to meet its normal 
expenditure, the increase in the examination fees was one amongst 
several measures which were found to be necessary for restoring 
equilibrium An its budget. The increase was kept down to the 
minim unnecessary for the above purpose. 


*(d) No. 


Income end expenditure of Darjeeling Improvement Fund for oertain 
subdivisions of the district 

*271. Mr. DAMBER 8INCH CURUNC: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately, year by year, for the last three 
years — 

(a) the income of Darjeeling Improvement Fund for the follow- 

ing subdivisions of Darjeeling district: — 

(t) Sadar subdivision, 

( it) Kurseong subdivision, 

(in) Kalimpong subdivision, and 
(iv) Siliguri subdivision ; and 

(b) the expenditure of the said subdivisions for the same period 

under the following heads: — 

($ works done by the Darjeeling Improvement Fund 
Department itself, * * 

(ii) works done by the District Board, *nd 

(Hi) the establishment charge of the Darjeeling Improve- 
inent Fund Department of the said subdivisions 
separately? 


• 16 
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Th. Moii’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SWCH ROY l A atatpjnwt k” 

mm the Library table. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS *** "** 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Agricultural improvement in Baraset and Basirhat subdivisions^ 
24-Parganas. 

143. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN rVYi^ the Hou’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state — 

(а) what steps the Government have taken for the improvement of 

agriculture in the subdivisions of Basirhat and Baraset in 
the district of the 24-Pargiuias; and 

(б) the names of the villages in the above subdivisions which have 

been visited by the District Agricultural Officer of the 24- 
Parganas during the lust two years? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) There are two Union 

Board Farms and six demonstration centres in the two subdivisions 
under the supervision of two Agricultural Demonstrators where demon- 
stration on the cultivation of new ami improved crops on the cultivators* 
own land is made. In 1JK1H the department took over the Agricultural 
Farm at Maslandpur which used to be used as a training camp for ex- 
detenus on agriculture. Pending the establishment of a Research Sub- 
station at the place, the farm is now being run on barga system. The 
local cultivators grow* improved crops on barga on the farm land with 
improved seeds and according to improved methods under the super- 
vision of departmental officers. Besides, there are two Agricultural 
Demonstrators of the Indian Central Jute Committee carrying on various 
duties on agricultural and marketing aspects of jute under the admin- 
istrative control and supervision of the Agricultural Departnfent. 
There is also a mustard multiplication centre at Basirhat. There are 
20 pedigTee stud bulls distributed at different centres of the two sub- 
divisions for the improvement of the breed of the local cattle tinder the 
supervision and care of the live-stock staff who have been systematically 
carrying on the castration of scrub bulls. 

(b) A* statement is laid on the table. 
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Statcmcntnf erred to in the reply to clause (6) of unstarred question No . 143, 
regarding Games of viUdgU visited by the District Agricultural Officer, 
24-Pwrgana*, during the last two years . 

Basirhat subdivision. 


1937 -38^ Days. 

Itinda * V ^ 2 

Sangrampur • • 1 

Maitrabagan 1 

Jhararas . • • • 1 

5 


1938-39. 


I£h<$lapota . . . . 1 

Dhankuria . . . . . . . . 3 

Maitrabagan . . . . 2 

Mathurapur . . . . 2 

Itinda . . . . fl 

Aughara . . . . 3 

Ghotihpur . . . . . . 7 

Dafikhinchatra . . . . 10 

Gulaichandi . . . . . . 5 

Dandirhat . . . . . . 7 

Raglit math pur . . . . 3 
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Baraset subdivision. 


1937-38. Days. 

Habra . . 8 

Putia . . . . . . . . 2 

Guma . . . . . . . . 2 

Madhangram 2 

Hariharpur . . . . . . 1 

Kayadanga . . . . 1 

Bhassara . . . . 1 

Poali .. 1 

Hizalpuker . . . . 1 

Kamdebpur . . * 2 


21 
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1938-39. 

Bivraaefc 
Kamdeviati 
Kadambagachi 
liajarhat . . * . 


[30ra Mae., 

4 

5 
1 
3 

13 


8oheduled Caste employees under the Communications and Works 
Department at Daoca. 

144. Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister. in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the number of Scheduled Caste clerks, overseers and sub-over- 
seers and other employees who have l>een serving at present 
in the Communications and Works Department at Dacca; 
and 

(it) whether communal ratio is being maintained there? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossivnbazar: 

Government will shortly call on apjxdnting officers for a return showing 
how ap]K)intments made since the 17th March, 1939, have been distri- 
buted among Muslims, (taste Hindus and Scheduled Castes. It will take 
them some time to examine the returns, the object of which is to enable 
Government to satisfy themselves that the existing orders regarding 
communal ratios are being complied with. In these circumstances I 
tiust that the honourable member w ill not press for a reply at the 
present time. 

Chaukidars and dafadars under Union Boards, Bengal. 

145. Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(o) the total number of Union Boards in Bengal ; 

(h) total number of chaukidars; 

(c) total number of dafadars; 

(d) total colkeetion of union rates; 

(e) total expenditure on pay and dress of the chaukidars*; and 

(/) actual works done by chaukidars? 
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The Mon’Me Naumb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(a) to ( e ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) The hon’ble memlnr is referred to section 23 of the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919, section 39 of the Bengal Village 
Chaukidari Act, 1870, section 10 of the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871, and 
rules 36 and 40 of the Rules regarding the Control, Appointment, 
Discipline, etc., of dafadars and ehaukidars, copies of which are laid 
on the Library table. 

The ehaukidars have also to render assistance to officers and men 
of the Civil Courts in attaching properties under Civil Court decrees 
and to Sanitary inspectors and Vaccinators in vaccination work. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) to (e) of unstarred question 

No. 145. 


Total number of Union Boards 
Total number of ehaukidars 
Total number of dafadars 
Total collection of union rates 


*5,072 
*07,943 
*0,822 
* Its. 75, 53 ,003 


Total expenditure on fsalaries and equipment of 
dafadars and ehaukidars 

Salary *Rs.49, 19,519 

Equipment .. *Rs. 1,23, 022 

•The figures art* for the yoar 1038-39. 

fNo separate figures for chaukidarn are available. 


Dr. 8URE9H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to frtate, in view of the fact that under the rules of the 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919, it is the duty of dafadars and 
chowkidars to assist the police to the best of their ability in the execu- 
tion of their duties, whether it is incumbent on Government to meet a 
part of the expenses of the chowkidars and daffadars? 

Mf. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise here. 


Establishment of an additional Court of Daputy Magistrate at Dinajpur. 

148* Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — * 

(t) that the Subdivisional Magistrate of Dinajpur Sadar has to be 
on tour for a considerable number of days during dhe year; 
(«) that there is a great rush of cases in the Second Court; 
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■' (tit) that the Second Court has to sit for very late hours; and 

(iv) that the late sitting of the Court causes inconvenience to the 
legal practitioners and the litigant public? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of establishing an additional Court of Deputy Magistrate at Dinajpur 
as before? 


MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ftle 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(it) I have had figures submitted; they do not show any unusual 
rush of cases in the Second Court. 

(Hi) and (iv) T have learnt that the Second Court on some days had 
to sit late. This however was for the convenience of the witnesses and 
parties who were thereby saved from detention or from appearance on 
another occasion. 

(b) There was an officer short in February but the magistracy has 
now been brought up to strength and no additional Court is needed. 


Reoruitmont of Calcutta Police. 

147. Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — , 

(i) whether any circular has been issued for new recruitment of 
Calcutta Police this year; and 

(u) whether in that circular special instruction has been given to 
the effect that only Muslims are to be recruited this year? 

(b) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of recruitments made in the Police Department 
during the last three years; and 
(it) their communal ratio? 

Tho Hon'IHo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a)(i) No. 

(it) Does not arise. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to *w the reply to clause ( b ) of unstarred question 

No. 147 . 

BENGAL POLICE. 

year. Muslims. Non- Total. 

Muslims. 


Sub-Inspectors (direct recruits only). 


1937 

20 

20 

40 

1938 

17 

16 

33 

1939 

25 

25 

50 


Constables. 



1937 

300 

588 

888 

*938 

440 

558 

998 

1939 

687 

742 

1,429 


Ratio. 





Sub- 

Constables. 



Inspectors. 




Pei cent. 

Per cent. 

1937 

. . Muslima 

. 50 

33 *78 


Non-Muslims 

,. 50 

66*21 

1938 

. . Muslims 

. . 51*51 

44*08 


Non-Muslims 

. . 48 *48 

65 *91 

1939 

. . Muslims 

. 50 

48 *07 


Non-Muslims 

. 50 

51*92 


CALCUTTA POLICE. 


937 

. . Hindus 

. . 

79 


Muslims 


35 



Total 

114 

938 

. . Hindus 

, . 

95 


Muslims 

«. . 

97 


. Bengali Christian 


1 



Total 

# 193 


SI 



QUESTIONS. 


[30th Mam*, 


1939 

* . Hindus 


123 


Muslims 


122 


Bengali Christian 


1 



Total 

246 

Grand Total 

. . Hindus 


297 


Muslims 


254 


Bengali Christians 


2 



Total 

553 


Ratio. 


Per cent. 

1937 

. . Hindus 


69-29 


Muslims 


30 -70 

1938 

. . Hindus 


49 -22 


Bengali Christians 


•53 


Muslims 


50-25 

1939 

. . Hindus 


50 


Bengali Christians 


•41 


Muslims 


49-59 

Total 

. . Hindus 


53 -7 


Muslims 


45 -93 


Bengali Christians 


•33 


Offences against women. 

148. RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURY: Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to lay 
a statement on the table showing for the year 1939 — 

(а) the number of offences committed against women mentioning 

separately the nural>er of — 

(i) Hindu and Muslim victims in such cases, and 
(• ii ) the number of Hindu and Muslim accused in such cases; 
and 

(б) the number of cases — 

(») reported, and 
(It) that ended in conviction? 



im .] QUESTIONS. 238 

The Hoft’He Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The statement is as fol- 
lows: — 

Hindus. Muslims. 

(a) (i) 87 18 

(it) 66 98 

(b) (i) 1,223 

(it) 285 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (b) ( t ) 
where it is said that the number of cases reported is 1,223, is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that in 1937, 788 cases were reported and, in 
1938, 1,087 cases were reported? Thus it shows that the crime is on 
the increase. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not require an answer. It is a question 
of facts, anti no answer is required. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : 1 only want to make the Hon’ble 

Minister admit that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is a question of fact. 

"Appointment of women Assistant and 8ub-Assistant Surgeons. 

148. Miss P. B. BELL-HART, («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and I<ocul Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state the present number of women doctors employed by 
Government as — 

(i) Assistant Surgeons, and 

(ti) Sub- Assistant Surgeons 

in Government Hospitals where women patients are admitted? 

(6) Have women doctors been employed at present in an honorary 
capacity in such hospitals? 

(c) If so, how many? 

(d) Have women doctors been employed in welfare centres? 

• (•) H so, how many and whether paid or honorary’? 

(f) Will the l^on’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government are taking in the matter of employment of women vdoctors 
In a paid capacity in Government hospitals and welfare centres? 
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'< The Hen'Me Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (t) One medical graduate. 

(ii) Two licentiates of the Medical Faculty, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Two. 

(d) and (e) Women doctors are employed by Government in the 
Public Health Department. A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) The whole matter is under my consideration. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (d) and ( e ) of unstarred 
question No. 140. 

There are 6 women doctors employed on a paid basis under the 
Public Health Department as mentioned below — 

(1) Superintendent of Maternity and Child Welfare Work, 

Bengal. (An M.B., B.S., a medical graduate.') 

(2) Assistant Medical Officer, Tuberculosis Survey, Serampur 

(temporary). (An M.B. — a medical graduate.) 

(3) Assistant Medical Officer, Tuberculosis Survey, Barisal (tempo- 

rary). (A medical licentiate.) 

(4) Assistant Medical Officer of Health, Model Health Unit, 

Singur, Hooghly (temporary). (A medical licentiate.) 

(5) Assistant Epidemiologist, Nutrition Survey (temporary). (A 

medical licentiate.) 

The following Maternity and Child Welfare Schetnes have arranged 
for the services of a lady doctor: — 

Barisal — Honorary services of a lady doctor. 

Chapra (Nadia) — Honorary services of a lady doctor. 

Darjeeling — Honorary services of a lady doctor. 

Dacca — A part-time lady doctor is employed by the local committee 
to conduct the work of the different centres in the district. 

Dhanyakuria (24- Par ganas ) — Lady doctor appointed and paid by 

the District Board. 

* 

MftUlvi ABU H08BAIN SARKARs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state why teachers of midwifery in medioal schools and 
oolleges are not appointed from lady doctors ? 
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Th« Hoa’bl* Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I would refer the 
honourable member to answer (/), where it is said, **the whole matter 
is under my consideration.” 


Tour of the Director of Public Health. 

150. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health Department be pleased to state — 

(o) how many days the Director of Public Health spent on tour 
during the period from the 1st April, 1938, to the 31st 
January, 1940; 

(h) the amount that was actually drawn by him as “travelling 
allowance” during the said period; and 
(c) the purposes for which the tours were undertaken P 

The Hoo’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

{a) 198 days. * 

(b) Rs. 5,108-12-3. 

(c) The tours were undertaken chiefly in connection with inspection 
duty and other public health activities, including investigations into 
anti-malaria, anti-tuberculosis and maternity and child welfare schemes 
as well as the scheme for reorganisation of the rural public health 
services in the Province. Thirtv-eight days were spent for journeys 
outside the Province to Delhi, Itombay and Madras for attending con- 
ferences of Research Fund Workers and meetings convened by the 
Central Advisory Hoard of Health and the Indian Research Fund 
Association. 


SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND8. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We will now take up supplementary demands. 
Does the House desire to have a general discussion P I think it is 
much better to discuss the whole thing along w'ith the demands. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case general 
discussion will not be allowed, but there should be a general discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that general discussion ought to be 
allawed. * _ t 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: In rule 108 you will And, Sir, 

.th*t 
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Mr. SPEAKERS These rules have been superseded. We are nbw 
governed by the Governor’s rules, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The same procedure 
should be followed as in the case of budget discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Rule 17 (2) ( b ) says, “for discussion of the 
estimates of the expenditure charged on the revenues of the 
province ” 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention to p 
rule 1 3 read with rule 17. Rule 13 definitely lays down the stages 
which have got to be gone through in connection with any budget, not 
merely an original estimate of expenditure, but all budgets. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is not a budget but a supplementary demand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Supplementary demand is a 
budget. This is not merely a demand because there are also other items 
which are not votable. Sir, you will notice that it is a “supplementary 
estimate. “ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is there any charged item? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Under rule 17 (2^ (M, only to-day has been 
allotted for this supplementary estimate. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, that difficulty is obviated by 
rule (c). That says that you have jurisdiction to allot some time 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In any case, 1 may fix about half an hour for 
this. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, on going through 
the supplementary estimate, we find, that quite a large amount has 
been provided here, to the tune of Rs. 21,17,000, in other words, to the 
tune of about 15 per cent, of the original budget demand. 
This is too high a sum for a supplementary estimate and 
having regard to the fact that the demand ranges over such 
a large number of subjects, surely the Finance Minister has 
got to answer adequately why such a large, extra demand will be neces* 
8ary in regard to each of the grants mentioned in the estimate. Then, 
again, ^ou will see, on referring to the supplementary estimate, that 
the largest demand is going to be made in respect of “Extraordinary 
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charges” under grant No. 36. This demand is in connection with the 
war, bnt it is stated that these charges are expected to be recovered 
next year from the Government of India. Now, Sir, my point is this: 
if this expenditure has got to be incurred in connection with the war, 
certainly the Government of Bengal should have demanded from the 
Central Government a sum by way of advance to meet all such expen- 
diture. Just note the uncertain language again of the explanatory 
memorandum, viz., “These charges are expected to he recovered next 
year from the Government of India*’; whether they will he fully re- 
covered or not, the Assembly is kept entirely in the dark about it. 
All such expenditure being expenditure in connection with matters 
for which the Central Government is responsible, the proper procedure 
for the Government of Bengal would have been to ask from the Gov- 
ernment of India such a sum by way of advance and then to spend as 
an agent the amount that might he necessary out of that advance. So 
far as we are concerned, we enter our emphatic protest against this 
demand not only because our policy is very different from the policy 

of the Bengal Government in respect of the prosecution of war 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Do you like to 
be bombed? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : No, it is not that, we 
do not like to be bombed any more than yourself. The question is 
whose responsibility it is to save us from being bombed. It is neither 
your responsibility, Sir Bijo> Prosad, nor is it the responsibility of the 
Home Minister nor that of the Finance Minister of Bengal. It is the 
responsibility of some other authority and had that authority been 
inspired by any sense of responsibility to the people, it should have 
made provision for that and the Government of Bengal instead of 
assuming a responsibility that constitutionally does not attach to it 
should have been well advised to demand this sum by way of advance 
from the Central Government, even if they were anxious to pursue a 
policy of co-operation. 

Then, Sir, coming to the next big item in the supplementary esti- 
mate, we find that it is a demand in connection with “the interest free 
advances.” Now, what is the necessity of this demand? It is ex- 
plained in this way: “The increase is due to the advance of about 7 
lakhs in several instalments to the Director of Land Records am! Sur- 
veys on account of expenditure in connection with Jute Registration. 
The advance will be adjusted against actual disbursement which will 
then be booked under *40 — Agriculture’.” Now, Sir, (his explanation 
is difficult to understand. If the expenditure is going to be incurred 
in Respect of work that has already been done but for which there has 
bean no provision, then the question of advance may arise; bnt if the 
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grant df Re. 7,16,000 be th^e then how does the question of advance 
Arise po late in the year? Again, if the work is protracted into ike 
next financial year, then the question of advance for future work will 
not arifce at all because the expenditure can then be nw* from the pro- 
vision that has been made in the present budget. 

The third big item is about Us. 4,96,000 in connection with “Super- 
annuation allowances and pensions,” I am referring to grant No. SI. 
The reason given is: “that owing to a recent change of classification 
as a result of the promulgation of the Reservetj^Post Rules certain pen- 
sions which were hitherto being treated as voted now become charged.” 

Sir, Government is under an obligation to explain whether the pro- 
vision that was made under the voted grant has been surrendered or 
not; if not, Government was certainly inexact, or rather made a mis- 
take, in their original estimate and that has got to be admitted. 

Sir, the fourth item to which I would draw the attention of the 
House is that in respect of the Registration Department. The only 
explanation that has been offered for this extra demand is this: “the 
increase is due partly to an unexpected increase in the number of 
registrations and partly to the fact that the number of tenancies 
transferred and notices issued under section 26 (c) of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, as recently amended, has greatly exceeded the original 
estimate.” 

The Bengal Tenancy Act. so far as section 26 (c) is concerned, has 
not been recently amended. It was amended long before the original 
budget was presented and the original budget demand was granted. 
Therefore, the amount that is demanded now in excess of the amount 
that is necessary in connection with the temporary establishment — that 
amount, of course, can only he granted if it is admitted by the depart- 
ment that there was a serious mistake to the extent of about one lakh 
of rupees in estimating the original budget demand. 

Sir, there is a further comment that appears to be necessary in 
connection with grant No. 2 — I mean the Land Revenue demand. That 
is explained in this way: “Provision had been made under ‘25 — 
General administration’ on account of leave salary of the Secretary, 
Land Revenue Commission. The charge was however debited to ‘7 — 
Land Revenue’ on the ground that the substantive appointment held 
by him Was that of the Director of Land Records. Hence the antici- 
pated excess under this head.” 

Sir, was it known to the Government or was it unknown to them 
* that the Secretary held the substantive appointment as Director of Land 
Records? As/ I submit, it was known there could be no justification 
for this supplementary estimate. Further the estimate was there in the 
original budget ; it was not missed entirely. Has tbe amount glinted 
been surrendered or not? What is the fact about it, tbe Assembly Is 
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entitled to^know. These are the general* observations that I have to 
make. 

**£ 

Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, to-day, I like to* confine 
my observations on two demands only, namely, Registration and 
Industries — Cinchona. * 

With respect to the first point, I draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to the difficulties the female executants to documents suffer from 
in the mufassal Registration offices. It is a generally known fact that 
a good number of females come from distant villages in order to register 
documents in connection with transfer of property. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry, Mr. Sarkar, this has up con- 
nection with the supplementary grant. There is nothing-in the supple- 
mentary budget demand about the matter on which you are spewing. 

Maulvi ABU HOS8AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, my submission is this* 
In this supplementary budget estimate itself it is said that this denial^* 
is made only due to a good number of documents being registered on 
the ground of transfer of lands and other things. In connection with 
that 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oil the ground of more women coining to the 
Registration offices! 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: No, Sir, in connection with 
the registration of documents, and my submission is that of the execut- 
ants to documents there are a good number of females, who suffer 
generally from want of waiting sheds near the Registration offices. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not arise here. I ought to explain that 
in a supplementary demand the principle behind the actual estimate is in 
issue. So any other issue is wholly extraneous. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I submit to your ruling, Sir. 

My next point is about the cinchona plantations. Now, I have con- 
sulted a good many doctors and they are of opinion that the quinine 
produced in our cinchona plantations is inferior in quality to the 
foreign-made quinine and specially in bad type of malaria and other 
kinds of fevers the quinine made in our plantations is not acting well* 
and therefore medical men are bound to 

, '* , > 

®^BAKERi Are you speaking* of quinine or cinchdiieP These 
eve two different things. # 
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«4tftvi ABU HOMAIN 4A8KAR: CSnchoos plaateti**. Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKERS Cinchona must be lojrer in utrenglfc than qquuiie. 
You ctfnnot expect a work done by a horse to be dot# by aqy^ether 
inferior animal. If you have got anything to say on cinchona yqt^can 
talk on that. * , 

Maulvi ABUH088AIN 8ARKAR: My point is that cinchona pro- 
duced here is inferior to that produced in other countries, and medical 
officers &x^ generally compelled to use foreign-made quinine, and that 
also is becoming rare due to the war. Therefore I want to draw the 
attention of the Government to improve the quality of the cinchona - 
and though %am not allowed to use the word * ‘quinine” I again with 
the pSqjnission of the Oh air use that word, so that the malaria-ridden 
c<jun|^y may oe benefited by the product produced in our plantations. 

The Hoofcle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, T have little to 
a -^f&y in reply to th§ remarks of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri who I aiu 
*Jlraid has not shone so brilliantly in his exposition on -the supple- 
mentary estimates as he usually does when criticising the Government 
budget. (Itai Hakendua Nath Chvttdiiitiu : You supplement it 
with your own brilliance.) To start with, Sir^he says that there was 
no justification for a supplementary estimate of 21 lakhs at the end 
of the year, and that this fact sftbws that the preliminary estimate of 
the Finance Minister ftj worthy of condemnation, because it is wide 
by such a large demand. But if be looks at the supplementary esti- 
mate he will find that at least IT lakhs out of lakhs are merely 
accounting adjustments, or have been introduced owing to war condi- 
tions. For instance, Sir, the 12 lakhs on interest-free advanced" and 
extraordinary charges in India — (Roi Har&npra Nath Jf^wnrauitt : 
f. Do not combine it.)i Np, I am not combining it — so far as the interest- 
free advances are conc&nad, that is I mere'* accounting adjustment. 
Already Re. 7,15,000 has been voted. It is there in the estimates and 
instead of paying out the money according to the usual procedure of 
getting in receipts and bills, we in order to expedite matters have 
paid 6J lakhs io the* Director of Land Records, which is adjusted 
agaim# Rs. 7,16,000. Therefore, as I have said, this is a mere ae- 
*c,oun^fatt adjustment and is not an increase in the supplementary 

^ ‘r * 

Then^ we oofcl Extraordinary Charges in India. I do not 

know v wbdth|c^i»l kon*Me member wanted us to act like a baniya and 
*tell tjte (£,l&8im that, “You must make an stance first 

before we doie^i^ni, andf^fcatil thai time we are not gdfhg to take 
any not going to look’^ibw our 

own j lift miff nflTy^^ hnVr got wbjne cash in hand.” GovernSaeats 
have and should have sufficient reliance upon each other to believe 
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in each otker’s word, and if the Government of India tells the Govern* 
ment of Bengal that amounts spent in connection with air raid pre- 
cautions and Jwiee control and other matters arising out of war condi* 
tion§ will be reimbursed by the Government of India, we are prepared 
to believe them until we find that they do not carry out their word. 
Until that time we are not prepared to adopt this attitude of first 
asking for the cash in hand before incurring any expenses. Thfait 
disposes of Rs. 12 lakhs. ** 

Superannuation allowances and pensions, which dispose of the 
5 ther 5 lakhs, is due to the recent changes in rules, by which the 
amount has been transferred from th** voted head to the, charged head. 
That is all. II Rai Harendra Nath ChaudhuiT* looks at page 12, 
which is continuation of grant No. 31, he will find that $be last 
nentence stated that correspondent savings have occurred ultcfor the 
roted head. Therefore, this supplementary estimate is no furfher 
arrant. It is merely a transfer from the voted head to* the charged 
head, and that leaves a very small sum of Rs. 4 lakhs at the epd of* 
the supplementary estimates which is accounted for mostly by just 
increase in Registration. The Hon ’hie the Chief Minister is not here 
but in the memorandum there is sufficient explanation, namely, that 
there lias lieen an increase in the number of registrations which cannot 
possibly have been, forecasted by the Registration Department and 
ilso that the number of tenancies transferred and notices issued 
under a certain section which came^wti the statute book long ago has 
greatly exceeded the original estimate. That is a matter for the 
Registration Department. The Registration Department thought 
that the money allotted would lie sufficient, but notices have increased 
jwing to certain economic forces and this sum*of money is required. 
After all, Sir, the budget has not been such u very bad budget, nor 
is it very much out of the estimates, and the small amounts that are 
:>eing wanted here and "♦•here are of little consequence. 

Sir, I do not know whether one need comment upon the remarks 
made by the honourable gentleman there, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. 
He makes no difference in his own mind between cinchona and quinine 
and presumably he does not know that one is much belter and stronger 
than the other. Presumably the information which he has supplied 
to the House has been obtained from some quack in medicine who is 
diseased with anti-Government or pro-Congress mentality and who 
considers that everything that is produced by Government must 
necessarily be had. 

Now, JM t, the quinine produced by Government hy ttis advantage 
that we are able to produce it at^a lower rate than what is generally 
imported. But its strength is unrivalled, and its staangtli is just as 
good as any imported quinine, and every doctor will testify to it. 
Probably, what is operating in Mr. Abu Hdtoairi Sarkar’s mind is that 
17 
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because we are able to sell it 4 or 5 rupees cheaper, therefore it must 
be of bad quality. (Maulvi Abo Hosain Saeker : You are mis- 
taken.) Such a mentality is a very good ground for ‘ increasing the 
pay of Ministers. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIH 8ARKAR: You may take as much as you 
like for your pay, provided 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: &ir, I do not like to 
make any further remarks. Our quinine is better' than other 
quinines. 

S — Stamps. 

♦ The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, on the 
recommendation ot II is Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — 
Stamps” during the current year. 

This additional expenditure is on account of the additional amount 
that has to be paid to vendors for the larger indents for stamps. 
There is an increase of stamp revenue which is expected to amount to 
Rb, 8 lakhs, and on that ground the additional expenditure is also 
justified. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


11— Registration. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, as the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister is not present, will you please move the demand for Regis- 
tration P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. On the 
lecommendation of His Excellency the ^Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Its. 1,64,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“ II — Registration’ ’ during the current year. 

The motion w«n then put and agreed to. 

30 — Porte and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 30,000 be granted for expenditure /under the head *‘30 — Porta 
and Pilotage” during the current year. 

The motion was then 'put and agreed to. 
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43 — Industries — Cinchona. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a Bum 
of Rs. 28,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “48 — Indus- 
tries — Cinchona*’ during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,000 for expenditure under the head “48 — Industries 
— Cinchona” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, unlike my esteemed friend Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkar, I feel 
that Bengal ha* pioved to the satisfaction of every expert that it ia 
possible for Bengal to manufacture quinine of the best quality that the 
world has ever produced. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Congress 
benches.) It has been demonstrated also that the hills of 
Bengal are moot suitable for cinchona plantation. Experiments have 
been made for a pretty long time to find out suitable places where 
cinchona plantation can be extended. Experiments were undertaken 
in parts of the Madras Presidency, in parts of the United Provinces, 
as well as in paits of Bengal. It has been demonstrated that the hills 
of the Darjeeling district and certain purts of Assam are most suitable 
for the manufacture of this very valuable medicinal plant. 

Mr. Abu Hosain Sarkai might have been confused between the 
vaiious grades and standards of quinine and cinchona febrifuge that 
are plaeed in the market For the sake of cheapness there are irres- 
ponsible manufacturers of drugs fhai tiy to delude the public by the 
use of cinchona febrifuge where nothing but quinine of the proper 
standard should be used, and it is quite possible that those medical 
men that have relied on such drugs from irresponsible manufacturers 
of drugs might have had bad experience. It is not really fair to mark 
the entile industry of Bengal as an incompetent industry, just because 
o< the irresponsibility of a few persons. 

Sir, so fat as the (hemica! qualities of quinine are concerned, 
though I am not a student of chemistry. I know this much that there 
are certain standards laid down in the British Pharmactcpia and for 
certain classes of quinine there are certain tests laid down to find 
out how far they come up to the standard of the British Pharmactcpia, 
so far as the quality is concerned. In the Government Quinine Manu- 
facturing Factory at Mungpo the experts have demonstrated to the 
satisfaction of the best experts of the world that they have been 
manufacturing quinine of the most dependable and proper type that 
was ever manufactured in Dutch Indies and other parts of the World — 
America and elsewhere. My complaint is just the other way. I feel 
that when this has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of everybody 
that Bengal can manufacture quinine satisfactorily and Aiceessfully 
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why should Government be slow in undertaking this very healthy 
manufacture, particularly when this if* a most profitable business 
which Government can undertake? My submission is that quinine 
plantation has not been undertaken to the extent it ought to have been. 
It is my information, Sir, that it takes nearly 7 to 8 years for every 
cinchona plant to mature and to enable barks being taken out of such 
a plant. If that is the case, it is only necessary that Government 
should take bold measures to try to improve cultivation of cinchona 
plants with as much expedition as possible. I am informed further 
that some of the most valuable parts of the Darjeeling . hills where 
cinchona plantation can be undertaken are not in the hands of Govern- 
ment and that they have been let out at a nominal rent to private 
parties, mostly tea gardens, and it might be very difficult for Govern- 
ment to get hold of such properties although in future Government 
may be in a position to extend cinchona cultivation for the manu- 
facture of quinine as is very much necessary for the welfare not only 
of Bengal but of the whole of India. I submit, Sir, that a proper 
investigation should be undertaken to find out where quinine plants 
and cinchona plants may be most profitably and successfully cultivated, 
and if Government can got expert advice about certain areas, those areas 
should lx* reserved unless and until Government is in a position to 
extend cinchona plantation to the fullest possible extent that is 
desirable or that is advisable for Bengal and for India. The_ sum of 
Rs. 28,0110 appears to be too small for any such expansion scheme. 

! further understand that there may be some necessity of co- 
operation with the Forest Department in regard to plantation. It is 
reported to me, — how far that is true I do not know*, I would like to 
have an assurance from the flon’hle Minister in charge in this connec- 
tion -it is repo i ted to me that, so far as the plantation of quinine or 
cinchona plant is concerned, it is not controlled and it is not properly 
supervised by any authority. Cinchona being under the Industries 
Department, those who really know and understand the value of the 
barks are not in a |x>sition to find out if the plants are properly 
nurtured and are yielding the right type of harks. They cannot give 
any direction to the plantation side of it for giving them the proper 
type of raw materials. Cinchona plantation, on the other hand, not 
being under the Forest Department, is denied the technical advice 
and guidance of the Forest Officers. I would like to have an assurance 

from the Hon’ble Minister in charge to make us feel that as much ex- 

pert advice as is available for the Government at the present moment, 
expert guidance from the Forest Department and expert technical 
advice from the quinine manufacturing department, may be both 
pooled under one lompetent authority so that the plantation of cinchona 

mav be advanced in the proper line. 

*■ ♦ 

Sir, I would not like to take much time of the House. I would only 

conclude Mth the appeal that Government do take courage in both 
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hands to extend cinchona plantation so that in 10 years' time Denial 
may be selfsufficient in her own quinine requirements and not only 
that, she may be in a position to supply quinine to other parts**! India 
where I understand that at the present moment there is an extensive 
demand for quinine from all parts. At the present moment not more 
than one-third of the total requirements of this province is being sup- 
plied from the manufacture of quinine of this province. 1 would, 
therefore, appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to come forward to this 
House with a bigger demand, because the amount of motley that he will 
spend to-day will be most fruitfully spent and in future years our 
generations to come will bless the present Ministry and the present 
legislature who will have laid down the foundation of a maluriu-free 
and disease-tree Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT : Sir, 1 am grateful 

to the honourable member for what lie has said regarding our cinchona 
plantation in Bengal. We have no doubt that we possess one of the 
finest of cinchona plantations; and a f acton which pioduces cinchona 
as good a* any of the imported kinds produced in the world. He also 
>pokc about the expansion of our plantation. Sir, Government are 
considering that question of expansion seriously and mv friend will 
perhaps remembei that for this put pose an experimental plantation 
had been started last year at Range block in the Kalmipong division 
where there are nearly Ml acres of this plantation. I am glad to 
report to ihe House that it is promising very well. (Dr. Nat.inaksha 
Sanyai.: It they are doing well, then why not extend it!") Well, Sir, 
before extending the cultivation seriously at the present moment w r c 
have got to make great deal of experiment with our existing planta- 
tion, i am on our intensive programme of cultivation by uprooting the 
over-mature block, and carry on extensive cultivation of the immature 
block and thirdly to do the afforestation work of vacated blocks to put 
the land back into proper condition. For this purpose we have pro- 
vided Rs. 28,000, hut I can assure my friends that if in time our 
cultivation at Ran go is successful, Government will take to this 
plantation >criouslv ami not as an experimental measure. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, Sir Harisanker Paul wants to 
say something on this subject. Perhaps the If on 'hie Minister will he 
pleased to give way and then resume after Sir Harisanker has finished. 


Sir HARISANKER PAUL: Thank you. Sir. I had been to Mungpu 
and saw the cultivation there. The land which is under cultivation there 
is not sufficient. There are plenty of lands there and ^he more the Gov- 
ernment. cultivates of such lands the more income will come to the Gov- 
ernment. Of course, at tlie present moment Government are making 
profit out of it and there are very great demands for quinine, but if 
the Government can cultivate more land, I think Government will be 
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able to cope with the demand of quinine even for the whole of India. 
And so it is in the interest of Government to cultivate more land and 
get moTir income out of it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, I have heard 
Sir Harisanker’s interesting speech. We have accepted the policy of 
expanding our cultivation and in practice we hove started cultivation 
at Rango block as I have already said. 1 must explain to the House 
that everywhere quinine plantation has failed except in Java and 
Madras, but our plantations have so far been very successful in this 
province. So we must proceed very carefully and cautiously. Perhaps 
my friend has heard that there is a kind of disease in our Munsong 
block which seizes the cinchona plant, but we have not yet been able 
to discover what it is. Cinchona being a chancy crop, we have got to 
proceed carefully and cautioush tafore we extend our plantation 
seriously. As regards putting the Cinchona Department under the 
Forest Department Government have not yet decided to put it under 
the Forest Department, and unless I am convinced that it * would be 
convenient to put it under the Forest Department. T won't allow this 
to he done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, that was not my idea ; my 
idea was that the Forest Department officers >hould help you in this 
cultivation. Hut please do not include it in the Forest Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. no. 1 am not 

going to amalgamate it with the Forest Department. 

As regards Dr. SnnyaPs comment that Government have leased out 
some lands fit for this plantation to tea gardens, I may point out that 
those gardens are not suitable, and they are already deal barren lands 
and there is nothing left in them. The proper land for cinchona planta- 
tion should have a certain amoUnt of rain, height and soil. No doubt 
we have got some such lands elsewhere, and us far as I remember there 
are some such luffd* in the Dooms above Sanding Tea Garden which 
have been kept reserved at the present moment. If we require to 
extend this cultivation wo will no doubt condder the above lands also. 
I do not think, Sir, that 1 need speak un>1hini! more. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All right, that will do. 

The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 28,000 
under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona'' he reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raiknt that a sum 
of Rs. 28,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — 
Industries— Oinehon a” during the current year, was then put and 
agreed to. 
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86— Stationery ami Printing. 

TIM HWPM« Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on tl^^^pecom- 

mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 44,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Printing" during the current year. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question ^is that 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that tha 
entire demand be refused. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There no such motion before the House, and 
even then you cannot move an entirely negative motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Then, Sir, 1 am not going to 
move, but I am generally speaking that the entire demand be opposed. 
Sir, the House has already given its verdict that the work of registra- 
tion has been very much unsatisfactory, and in view of that verdict I 
would propose to oppose the whole demand 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, on what demand are you spooking? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. Why. Sir, on Deposits and 
Advances? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But we are now dealing with Stationery and 
Printing. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Oh. 1 am sorry, Sir. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mr. II . S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 44,000 be granted for expenditure under the head "50 — Stationery 
and Printing” during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of II is Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 6,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the head "Interest 
Free Advances” during the current year. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would like to point out that this money has been 
budgeted by this House. . It is a question of merely a transfer from 
one head to another. The only point which arises is Irhether it should 
be permitted. The merit of the question does not arise. 
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Mr. iUREHDRA NATH BISWAS: I appreciate the point that ha s 
been raised. Our objection is to the method of expenditure. We have 
sum no doubt, but the House can now give {heir opinion 
money has been properly spent. The entire money has 
not been spent and some money has yet to be spent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How do you know? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Bee ause we know that the 
work of registration is going to be continued. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might once again explain to you that this 
department is only a pro fornw department and the actual expenditure 
is the responsibility of the Agricultural Department. You can only 
raise the issue as to why the Agricultural Department should take an 
advance and nothing more than that You cannot question anything 
beyond that now, and if it turns out to be u bad expenditure, the House 
will get an opportunity to express its opinion when the Public Accounts 
Committee goes into it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I would propose that the 
advance be adjusted against the pay of the Director of Land Records 
and the salary of the Hon ’hie Minister who are lesponsible for the 
unsatisfactory woik. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : No, that is not light. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 0,50,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead “Interest 
Free Advances” during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 
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S3— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY (on behalf of the Hon’blo 

Khwaja Sir Naziimiddin) : Sir, on the recommendation ol His Excel- 
lency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 5,55,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head "Bd — Extraordinary Charges in India” 
during the current year. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Why are these supplementary 

demands made? The Hon 'hie Finance Minister has not explained 
anything. * 

The Hovt’blt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: All these were explained 

when I replied to the general discussion. 
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Mr. tUNCNDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, T beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 5,55,000 under the head “6^3— Extraordinary Charge* 

in India" during the current year be reduced by Rs. 5.900. 

* . ' 

1 also beg to move that the demand be reduced by Rs. 84,800. . 

Sir, I oppose the grant because I feel that the Press Censor Depart- 
ment cannot justly claim the additional grant. This department has 
no utility to the people of Bengal. The Press Censor Department 
exists only for political purposes in the interests of the present ministry. 
It is here only to gag public voice and to stifle the expression of free 
opinion through the press. That is the ground on which I submit that 
the Censor Department is unnecessary. My friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri just suggests, and that is true, that the Censor Department 
in this province has been acting even more rigorously than the Censor 
Department in England (Mr. Atui. Chandra Sf.n: This is Bengal.) 
ft is common knowledge that this department is acting most arbitrarily 
and unjustly against the press of Bengal. I need not dilate on that 
point any more. The House is aware of all the facts and circumstances. 
So, I submit that far from voting foi additional grant the House should 
give their opinion that this department should be abolished as it is 
meant only tor political purposes of tin 1 present ministry. Then, Sir, 
the expenditure on air raid precautions has been a sheer waste of 
public money. When* i> the wut that air raid precaution is necessary 
in this province!' We only learn through the newspapers that the war 
is going on in Europe. But everything here is going on normally. 
The cinema houses arc going on as usual. The dinner parties are 
going on ineriily, and the ministers are enjoying their holidays. 
Therefore, 1 do not know tor what purpose the llon’ble Home Minister 
took it into hi* head to waste public money on air raid precautions. 
Then, Sir, t lie experiment of precaution has proved to be u failure. 
The members of the House know that the Calcutta Corporation was 
to act in co-operation with Government authorities, but tor good reasons 
the Calcutta Corporation refused to co-opeiute with them. Thus the 
experiment failed. For this and other leasons which are pertinent, 
the public opinion is that this expenditure has been absolutely and 
unnecessarily wasted. 

So, I submit that the House should refuse these two grants. 

Th# HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIHs Sir, the illuminating 
speech of the honourable member regarding the non-existence of war 
is certainly a revelation to the members of this House. Mr. Biswas 
does not know or has not felt the effects of the war. In this House 
Mr. Biswas has never raised the question of increase m the prices of 
foodstuffs. If prices had gone up, it must have been due to some 
reason other than war. He has never felt the effects of wjir! He 
has not heard of jute prices going up ! 
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A s far as the question of effects of war is concerned, we ought to 
eongratul&te oupelwes that we are lucky that we have not had to feel 
*the of the w&t in no other direction than in the rise of prices of 

foodstuffs and in t^a improvement of industries here. Perhaps the 
honourable membef will not deny, as a businessman and a landlord, 
this year his collections have been much better than they would have 
been otherwise under normal circumstances. Mr. Biswas now rises in 
this House and condemns the Government for taking some kind of 
steps against air raids. But if there had been an air raid and no 
action were taken by this Government, 1 am sure, he would have 
been the first man to raise the loudest hue and ory in this House for 
Government not anticipating an air raid and' not taking precautionary 
measures. Perhaps he believes that because he lives in the wilds of 
Faridpur, he is immune from attack; but he forgets that as a member 
of the Legislature, he will have to be cut off for a certain time and 
if there is a raid in between, he stands just as much in danger as those 
who are not so cut off. 

As far as the expenditure on ail raid precaution is concerned, the 
first thing that we should remember is that most of the expenditure, 
we hope, will be recovered from the Government of India. This is one 
of the most important points which has got to bo borne in mind. I 
am saying “most of the expenditure” for this reason that there is a 
certain amount of controversy going on as to what portion of the 
expenditure will really fall to the share of the Government of India 
and what portion of the expenditure in this connection is a provincial 
responsibility. But actually we hope that practically cent, per cent, 
of the expenditure so far incurred by Government under this head 
will he recoverable from the Government of India. So, l do not know 
what complaint there can be against the steps that have been taken by 
Government to have at least some idea as to what we should do in 
case there is a raid. Even if for argument’s sake, we admit that there 
is no immediate prospect of a raid during this war, in view of the 
possibility of raids, in view of the prospect of war breaking out at any 
time anyw’here in the world, in view of the modern conditions, we 
think no country or no people should' sit idle without having some 
kind of scheme to meet an emergency like an air raid. It is, I think, 
Mr. Surcndra Nath Biswas in this House who alone can think of 
Government doing nothing in this respect. 

As regards the press censorship and the allegation that it has been 
used merely to keep the Government in power, I would like to state 
that practically no action has been taken by Government against any 
paper for any criticism of Government policy. This is, I think, the 
best reply that can be given on this subject. Every latitude and scope 
has beet* given to newspapers to criticise the policy of the Government 
and no papers can come forward and say that they have been in any 
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way restricted for criticising*the policy of Government as regards the 
conduct of ail&irs of this. province (Cries of “Question”, “question.”) ' 
Government have only taken steps under the Defence of Iw&fcf Act 4 
against papers which have either written against ttftf.war, the prosecu- 
tion of war or which have tried 1 to raise communal ill-feelings between 
communities and communities or which have tried tor create a feeling 
of disturbanc e or which have tried to incite the people with a view lo 
creating disturbances and a state of unrest which they consider will 
ultimately hinder the prosecution of the war — it is only on these 
grounds that action has been taken by the Press Officer against such 
papers. Therefore, I maintain that whatever may be the merits or 
demerits of the action of Government and the Press Officer, the allega- 
tion that the Defence of India Act has been used for the purpose of 
maintaining Government in power is absolutely baseless and without 
any foundation whatsoever. T am sure that after this statement of 
mine and when no facts have been placed Ivefore the House, the mem- 
bers have got no other option hut to reject the 4 motion of Mr. Surendra 
Nath BiswaV 

The motion of Mi. Surend’ra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Its. 5,55.000 tor expenditure under the head *'05 — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced bv Ks. 5,000 w r as then put and a division 
called. 

After the ringing of the bell, when the motion was put a second 
time, the division was not pressed; so the motion was declared lost. 

The motion of Mr Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 5,55,000 for expenditure under the heart — Extraordinary 
Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. 84,800 was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


AMal iakkar Palaraa, Mr. Mi. 

A Mat Wakai, Maalai. 

AkM< Kkan, Mr. lyai- 
Baaarll. Mr. P. 

Baaarji, Mr. Balya Prtya. 

Sanaa, taka Praatkari. 

Bar mm, Bafca Ikyaaia Pratai- 
BkaaraUk, Dr. DaklaBa Bkaaira. 
Ikta, taka Lakafcail Narayaa. 
Bfcvat, Mr. Baraaira Balk. 
Bkafcr a kact y , Data Naraaira Narayaa. 
BkaMapatfkyay, Mr. Narlpaia. 
Bkaaikari, Ral Hvaaira Nalk. 

Dai, taka Naikaaatk. 

Dai Napta, trijat Naraaira Natk. 

DaU a, Mr. Dkkaaara Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraptra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. Bakaaiar. 

Oatta MaaaaMar, Mr. MkaraaBa. 
IkDW Na^aa, KaaL 
Daa«aly, Mr. Pratai Bkaaira. 

Nat, Mr. AM Krtakaa. 


-St. 

BiaaaMbi AkaMi, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. iayaak Bkaaira. 

Kaaia, Mr. Nttkttka Natk. 

Haiti, Mr. Nikaaja Bakari. 

Maltra, Mr. taraatfra Malta. 

Maji, Mr. AiwaHa Kaaiar. 

Majaatiar, Mrt. Mcaiayraaa. 

Mai, Mr. liwar Bkaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairtta Lai. 

Maairanaaiaa taiaaiakaii, Maaiaaa Mi. 
Ma«k«t Maaaia, Mr. 

Makkarji, Dr. Bkarat Bkaaira. 

MalNak, Brllat Aikataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Haai Bkaaira. 

Praaiaaik, Mr, Tarlaitkaraa. 
Baaitzaiila Ak aai, Mr. , 

Nay Bkaaikary, Mr. Nlraaira KUkara. 
B*j, Mr. Okara Bkaaira. 

Nay, Mr. KMmtI Pall 
Nay, Mr. Maaaiatka Natk. 

SaayM, Dr. RMtaakika. 

Baayal, Mr. Baaaaka Bakkar. 
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AMal Acte, Maalaaa Ml, 


ShHtcirljrtl 
Hr, lr. MaraMra Kiaar. 
Tbafcar, ar. Pramatiu Ran) as. 
W altar Rakmaa, Maalvl 


NOEI-M. 


AMal Hais, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hafts, Hr. Mta. 

AMal Haklai Vlkramyari, Maalvl Mft. 

AMal HaaiM, Hr. A. M. 

AMal Kaftar, Mr. (alias Lai Msak). 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Laiif Biswas, Maalvl. 

AMal Malta Mr. lyal. 

A Mar It Hunan, Kkaa Bakalar A.F.M. 

A Mar Rakmaa IMUftl, Mr. 

AMar Rashaal, Maalvl Ml. 

AMar Raaf, Kkaa laklk Maalvl I. 

AMar Rassak, Maalvl. 

AMI Hasata Akatai, Mr. 

AMI Qaaaam, Maalvl. 

Akita All Knayatyarl, Kkan BakMvr Maalsaa. 
Ahmal All MrMha, Maalvl. 

AkaiM Hasala, Mr. 

Amlaallak, Khan laklk Maalvl. 

Aawaral Aslm, Kkaa Bakalar Ml. 

Asbrafall, Mr. M. 

Aalal Haasala Kkaa, Maalvl. 

Askar All, Maalvl. 

•arat All, Mr. Ml. 

•asa, Mr. Jatlalra Nath. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 

OhlffMlals, Mr. I. W. 

Clark, Mir. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Anakal Ckanira. 

Bas, Ral taklfc Klrlt Bhaaaa. 

Bass, BaM BakaMra Balk, 
ftlkar, Mr. Uyanlranath. 
farftal Rasa Ohawlhary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Baaa Kbanaat, Bagam. 

F natal QaMir, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvl. 

F aalal Rakmaa, Mr. (Daata.) 

Fastal Rakmaa, Mr. (Mymaasiagh). 

Balam larwar Hasaiai, Mr. lhah lyal. 

•amas, Mr. |. a. 

Bagla, Mr. I. N. 

Byaaama Afcmal Chaalhury, AlhalJ. 
MaftaaMla Ohaalkarl, Maalvl. 

HamMaHin Ahmal, Kkaa laklk. 
Mataaastaman, Maalvl Ml. 

Hasbam All Kkan, Kkan Bakalar Maalvl 


H slam all Ham alar, Kkaa laklk Maalvl 
llrfs Ahmal Mia, Maalvl. 

Isyakaal, Hr. M. A. H. 
lalalallta Ahmal, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvl. 
KakiraMa Kkaa, Kkaa Bakalar Maalvl 
Kasam AH Mina, lakiksatfa Kawaa lak lyta. 
MaftsaMta Chaalfcary, Maalvl. 

Maktak, Mabarajkamar Ulay Ohaal.' 

Mak taka Ilia Ahmal, Kkaa Bakalar MaalvL 
Manlal, Hr. Baaka BaharL 
Manlal, Mr. Ia|at Ckanira. 

ManlraMa Akhaal, Maalvl. 

Marlalln, Mr. F. I. 

Makammsl All, Kkaa Bakalar. 

Marian, Mr. 8., O.I.K. 

Makammal Afsal, Kkaa laklk Maalvl lyal. 
Makammal Ibrahim, Maalvl 
Makammal Iskafaa, Maalvl. 

Makammal Israil, Maalvl » 

Makammal IMigaa, Khan Bakalar Dr. lyal. 
Masharraff Hatsaln, tka Han'Ma Rawak, Kkaa 
Bakalar. 

Mastagawsal Haguv, Mr. lyal. 

Maslafa All Daw an, Maalvl 
Nasarallak, Nawakiala K. 

NmIkuIIIh, tka Han’Ma Kbwa)a Hr, K.C.LC. 
Ralkat, tka Han’Ma Mr. Prasanna Oak. 

Ray, tka Han'Ma Hr BIJay Prasal llagk. 

Ray, Mr. Dhanaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

I ah aka Alum, Mr. lyal. 
lalaniliin Ahmal, Mr. 
lalim, Mr. I. A. 
lanaallak, Al-Ha] Maulana Dr. 
tarfcar, Baku Malhusulaa. 

Sanjul Islam, Mr. 

Ibahakuma, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.F. 

Malar, Baku Utta Munla. 

Imttk, Mr. H. Brakant 
lukrawarly, tka Haa'Ma Mr. H. I. 

Stark, Hr. A. F. 

Tam It all In Khan, tka Han’Ma Mr. 

Tafsl Ahmal Ckaulhary, Maulvi Hall 
Wkltahsal, Mr. R. B. 

Zakur Ahmal Ohaalkury, Maalvl 


The Ayes being uild the Noes 90, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon hie Mr. H. S, Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Us. '),*V),000 he granted for expenditure under the head ‘*63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year was then put and 
agreed to, 

Mr. .SPEAKER: This finishes the business. I might say that it 
has been represented to me that it will be inconvenient to meet at 5-4# 
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p.m. on the 1st April, especially as the Council may be sitting late 
hours that day. So I think it will be convenient if we meet at 6-3(J 
p.m. on the 1st April. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: 1 have one submission to 
make, Sir. We were given to understand that one day more would be 
allotted for non-ofticial business. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We have not closed yet. 


Adjournment. 

It being 12-18 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 6-30 p.m. on Monday, the 1st April, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 1st April, 1940, at 6-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizcl Hague, c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 208 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Suspension of work in Criminal Courts at Manikganj on Fridays 
during prayer hour. 

•272. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: <<n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government circular for suspension of work in Criminal Courts at 
Manikganj on Fridays during prayer hour was observed before the 26th 
January, 1940? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the circular is being partly observed iiom the 26th 
January, 1940, after the attention of the Second Officer 
(Sub-Deputy Collector) wus drawn to the circular on the 
19th January, 1940, by certain pleaders of the Court; 

(ii) that the Second Officer whose attention was drawn to the 
circular on tin* 19th January, 1940, did not suspend work 
on that date ; and 

(lit) that he held his Court dunng prayer time even on the 26th 
January, 1940 (Friday)? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action do the Government propose to 
take in the matter? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling of dis- 
content amongst Muslim lawyer^ and litigants over the matter? 



1940 .} 


QUESTIONS. 


255 


MINISTER in ohtrg* of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (th# Hon’bl* 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) s (a) I am informed that it was not being 
strictly observed before the ‘26th January, 1940. 

(ft) There was no objection prior to the 19th January, 1940, to the 
procedure actually followed which was to arrange work in such a way 
that any person desiring to absent himself for prayer between 12-30 
and 2 p.m. might do so. 

(c) (i) On and from the 20th January, 1940, it is being strictly 
observed. But where parties have specifically asked that their cases 
be heard during the interval, though the Courts are then adjourned, 
the Magistrate has consented to hear the cases. 

(it) Yes. 

(ml Vide answer to (r) (th 

(d) The Subdivisional Officer** attention has been drawn to the fact 
that the order of Government is mandatory and he has been directed to 
compl> strictly therewith. 

(e) One pleader objected. The local Muslim League telegraphed a 
resolution of protest to the District Magistrate. I am not aware of any 
other discontent for which there js now no ground. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the said Subdivisional Officer is u Hindu or a 
Muhammadan ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : T). at question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With reference to answer (d) f 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the reason for 
the Government to make the rule mandatory on the Subdivisional 
Officer Y 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Because that m the 
object of the rule that it should be mandatory. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : If on a Hindu festival the Hindus 
claim that it should be mandatory for a court of law not to hold court 
on that day, will the Hon’ble Minister consider that viewpoint alsoP 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased Io explain the reason for the discriminatory attitude, so far a* 
observing of non-holdii^| of ^courts on a Muhammadan festival is 
concerted? Whereas on a Hindu*4estiva] 

it -■ 
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** Mr, SPEAKER : That question does not ariae. 

E(y /j^TUL KRISHNA CHOSE, It does arise, Sir. I would like 
j to draw your attention to the fact that if for some reason or other due 
to sentimental grievances of some Muhammadans the court is suspended, 
why should not (similar procedure be adopted in the case of Hindus 
alsoP Otherwise Hindus will raise a voice of protest all over the 
province. * 

Mr, SPEAKER, I am sorry, Mr. Ghose, that you are showing a 
temper which is absolutely unjustified. It is a delicate question, and I 
have already said that it does not arise. If you persist in this fashion, 
I am afraid, I will have to take steps in the matter. 


Arr«t» made under the Defence of India Ordinance, Indian Penal Code 
and Criminal Procedure Code in Jalpaiguri. 

•273. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(t) total number of arrests in the Jalpaiguri district since 1st 
December, 1939, for disobeying Government order promttl: 
gated throughout the four thanas of Jalpaiguri, Pachagar, 
Boda and Debiganj under section 144 of the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code; 

(it) total number of persons arrested in the same Jalpaiguri district 
since the 1st December, 1939, under the Defence of India 
Ordinance (Ordinance V, 1939); 

(tit) total number of persons — 

(1) arrested, and 

(2) summoned in Court, 

under different sections of the Indian Penal Code or Criminal 
Procedure Code in connection with the recent agrarian 
movement in the district ; and 

* (iv) total number of persons on whom notices had been served by 
the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Jalpaiguri, to show cause 
to the Court on the 8th February, $949, why they should 
not oe prosecuted under section 174- of the Indian Penal 
Code for willingly disobeying notice of summons for pre- 
senting themselves on the §3rd J&puarv, 1940. at Pachairar 
Dak Bungalow? 
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( b ) Will the Hon ’bit* Minister be pleased to lay ou the table a copy 
of the notice issued to several poisons demanding their presence on the 
2drd January, 1044). at Pachagat Dak Bungalow Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: an <o lb. 

(u) 110. 

(mi < 1 1 and f2> t>0 undei the Indian Penal ('ode. and 10 under 
the Criminal Procedure Code 

(tv) 5. 

(b) A copy is laid on the Library table. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (h>, the 
notice runs thus: “You are hereby informed tlial the Nuwab Halnidur 
nt Jalpaiguri has expressed a desire in meet you on the 2drd January. 
PMlI, m the afternoon to hear what sou have to sii\ You are therefore 
requested to be good enough to be present at Paehagur Dak Bungalow 
at i lie aforesaid time to set* the Nuwab Bahadur, etc * May l know 
whethei n w,i,s tor non-rum pi ta n< o with this request t hut t h<» people 
were aftt'sleil and prostrated v 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: l beliexr five person** 

ancsti'd to? not comply inp with this 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: IV as n tor non-complying with this 
request that ibex were piosei uled v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what l have said 
It was lor nnn-rninph mo with this request. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mas l know under what section they 
weic prostrated v 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar ms l am aware, 
then* is nothing in tin* ( rimin.il Procedure Code for such an arrest 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I rider what section the letter was 
issued h\ th«* police officer Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already answered this. He has said that 
he is not aware p\ f liH**»ert ion 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that section 174 ot 
the Indian Penal Code wg* misused tor prosecuting these persons^ 

18 


i 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 'hat is an interpretation 

of law on which I am riot in a position to express any opinion. 

tfr. CHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: M ill flip Hon lilt 1 Minister he 
pleased to state what was the result <jf the prosecution I- 1 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I think n<> action has 

been taken on them: tlie\ have been allowed to yo 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Thev hate been lis< harmed ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yo 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to slate what action Uovernment is considering ayainst such 
officers who take action without nn\ basis ot law!' 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (Government have called 
for a report. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
1o state under what section the persons were pro^cuted ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has made it <juite clear 

Person* warned, arrested or convicted under the Oefence of India 
Ordinance, 1939, in Bengal. 

•974. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA 8ANERJEE; (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
Mate — 

(t) the innnU i ham»”» of ]i»‘is<i!i* lu* have been 

U) earned under the Defence id India Ordinance, 1939. 

(2) arrested under the same Ordinance, and 

(3) convicted under the same Ordinance; and 

(w) whether in any ether province •»! India meetings and proces- 
sions have been banned under the Ordinance as in Bengal P 

(b) If the answer to {a) {«) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the ‘reasons for which meetings 
and processions have been prohibited in Bengal P 
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(c) Ik the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of with- 
drawing the prohibitory order under the Ordinance upon meetings and 
processions in Hengaly 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N/fitlMUDDIN: t,n tn I would rider the 
hon'ble member to the leply that 1 g;»\t- to unpaired question No. 1119 
asked by Mr. 1’iutul Obandia Ganguly in tin current session. 

(u) l have no information. 

(h) Does not arise. 

<r) No. 


Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state why meetings and 
processions not connected with war blit connected with Congress, trade 
union and Ki*an movement should not be allowed Y 

• 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing further 
to add to what 1 have already stated on this subject. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE. Sir, my question has not 
been answered. In answer to my question nothing tins been said. So, 
I Apeciully a>k ilii- question 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. Whatever action bus been 
taken by Government has been taken under the Defence of India Act 
and according to law. 4 

Arrests made in Faridpur district since the outbreak of war under the 
Defence of India Rules. 

*27$. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to Htate-- 

(<i) how many persons of each of the foui subdivisions of the 
district of Faridpur have been arrested under the Defence of 
India Act 1 Rules, since the outbreak of war up to date; 

(b) what are their names; 

(c) what are the charges against each of those arrested persons; 

and 

(d) whether any of these arrested persons have been placed under 

trial in a court of law and, if so, with what results 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

( a ) (1) Sadar . . . . . . 1 

V (2pGoalundo . . Nil. 

(3) Madaripur . . . . - . . . . 6 

(4) Gopalganj 3 


(h) Tin* iioTioiirah!** member is referral to the answer given to uu- 
starrcd question No. Idff asked b\ Mr. Prat ill (’handra Ganguly in the 
current Motion. 

(c) Three peisons were arrested under Defence of India Rule 121J ; 
four were charged under Defence of India Rules 38(J) and and 

three were charged under 

((/ ) Four persons have been placed on trial and their cases are 
,mh jy flier. 

The rest have been released. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to stale whether it is a fact that the persons who were arrested 
in the subdivision ot Madariput were so arrested for having been in 
possession ol .i paper called I he “National Front” ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the lWble Minister be 
pleased to dale whether the “National Front” is a proscribed paper? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe that orders have 
been issued to suspend its publication. 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Is it an offence to be m 
possession of the “National Front”? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not sup: seated it. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister 
then be pleased to consider the fact that these people were arrested 
before Government issued that order stopping that paper? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask tor notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state in what particular respects the conduct of 
war was interfered with, in which connection these persons were placed 
under arrest under the Defence of India Rules? 
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The Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tluit is the interpretation 
of the Defence of India Rules. If anythin# has been done which is 
ultra vires, the person concerned has #ot his remedy in a Pmirt (<f law. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to the 
answer of the Hon' hie Minister that action has been taken a#ains< 
certain persons under the Defence ot India Rules, nn supplementarx 
question is tliis; In what respects did the nclmties of these persons 
interfen 4 with the conduct of wat. a result of which action was taken 
against them undet the Defence o| India Ordinance!" 1 want definite 
information with regard to that 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit S.r. that this 

does not at'se out of this question The infoimatiou that has been 
asked has been supplied; and this question will require further enquiry 
into the matter So it is not possible to answer this question without 
proper notice 

• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Do I ut.de. stand that 
the H on hie Minister has no information whatsnexei as to the activities 
of the peisons which inteitered with the conduct of the wat and have 
watratiled action homy taken a^aim-t them? 1 


Mr. SPEAKER: The lion Me Minister has alrea.h sat. I that he is 
prepared to answer tin- question on proper notice 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the lion hie 

Minister lie pie.. sed to si.iic what |umculai activities made those persons 
liable to come under the Defence of Tndiu Rules? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY: TO*}* 

mil, f* faf«3 (l«ini C Defence, of 

India 'W** specific 

CitCTlf (71 W* f* fsfa '* 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the same question 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state if an\ enquiry is bein# marie? 

The fcon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Nn. the District Magis- 
trates have #ot certain powers vested in them under the Defence of 
India Act, and under those powers District Magistrates have #ot certain 
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rights to take certain action and they have taken certain action. The 
honourable member is now asking me what is the number of persona 
against whtS'm action has been taken, and I have given the figures. If 
any particular question is put to me about any particular person, I can 
get the information for the honourable member. 


Expenditure for the office of the Conservator of Forests. 

•276. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest Department aware— 

(/> that t tie office of the Conservator of Forests is situated at 
Darjeeling in a private building for which a high rate of 
rent is paid; and 

(ii ) that 25 per cent, of pay is allowed to all officers stationed at 
Darjeeling as hill allowance P 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, w the Hon’ file Minister 
considering the desirability of removing the office elsewhere in the 
plains for the sake of economy P 

(r ) 1 f so, when P 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl* 
Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): < </ > <m Yes, but the rate of rent is not 
high. 

(u i Yes. but on ly to the ministerial staff in the office. 

(b) There would he no economy since in Calcutta the ministerial 
staff' would he eligible for town allowances and t he Conservators of 
Forests to house allmvaiicc. Resides other rent would lie higher in 
Calcutta. 

(r) Does not arise 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hun’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount of rent of the building? 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Ks. 175 per month. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon 1 hie Minister aware that 
the office was transferred to Darjeeling from Calcutta just on the eve 
of Provincial Autonomy. near about April, 1937? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It may be. 
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Mr. M1RZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the transfer was made on satisfactory grounds? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Refusal of permission to 8tudenta f Federation to hold meeting in 

Chittagong. 

•277. Babu MAHIM CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the iion’hle 

Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state— 

(? ) whether permission to hold a social gathering for the entertain- 
ment of candidates for the last supplementary Matriculation 
Examination on or about the 8th December, HM9, was 
refused to the Students’ Federation, Chittagong; and 
1 1 ) i whether similar j>enuission was granted to the Muslim 
Students’ League. Chittagong? 

(h> It the aiisuei to w/ ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such differential treatment P 

The Hon'bls Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: on Yes. 

( h t The activities of the Students’ Federation are open to objection. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the Chittagong Students’ Federation is an unlawful 
association ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether the holding of a social gathering 
for the entertainment of candidates for the Matriculation Examination 
is considered to he open to objection? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, there were 
possibilities of some objectionable features creeping in in that social 
gathering. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I am not asking for hie 
opinion, {Sir. I was asking a specific question to his answer (a) (t) 
whether the Hon’ble Minister considers the holding of a social gather- 
ing for the entertainment of candidates for the last Supplementary 
Matriculation Examination as open to objection? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Your question is in order, hut you will have to put 
it in a dift'ereyt way . 

v ^ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR : The Hoi, ‘Me Minister 
li.is replied that llie permission was souglil hut refused, and stated that 
the activities of tlje Chittagong Students’ Federation are open to objec- 
tion. With regard to the specific activities, I am asking him a •supple- 
mentary question a- to whether on this specific occasion the social 
gafhenrig tor the Matriculation student^ u ;o considered oh|ectionalde 'f 
I have put a categorical question and 1 want a eategoi ica 1 answer to it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ;nii not quite clear ,i" to the question that \ou 
have put. The llonble Minister li a ^ already '•aid that the 1 activities ot 
this Federation aie open to objection 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the floi. Ide Minister 

please vljile uh.it nm-oii.v were Here toi w r t h tmld intf ibl^ penn i 'oil r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I wnui.l retei the honour- 

aide mem her in m\ reply 1 1 > » 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Does the holding oi a 

social gat henng conic within those atiiv iiic* of the Students' Federation 
thaf are open to ob ject ion >J 

The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I dn not think that 

inter pretat ion m eor ir» t 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: i am afraid it.e Hon hie 
Minister has not understood my question aright My question was: 
What were the reasons that led to the* withholding of the permission to 
hold the social gathering!*' That was my question, and in answer to it I 
have been reteried to answer {In, whieh refers to the activities of the 
Students Federation that are open to objection. My ncM supple- 
mentary qm‘stion. therefore, is this: Doc* the bidding of a social 

gathering come within the terms of the activities oi the Students’ 
Federation that are open 1o objection!*' The llonble Minister, how- 
ever, has not answered this point. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well. SiT. if Govern- 
ment were sure that this social gathering was going to he a genuine 
social gathering*, very likely the District Magistrate would not have 
objected, but as there were possibilities of this permission being 
abused, natural]} as a precautionary measure the permission was not 
granted. 



1940 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


265 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon Me Minister 
please state whether it was stated in their application that thex were 
going t o hold a social gathering? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. Sir 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ihn.'l.le Minister 

please state what were the reasons that led tin* District authorities to 
refuse the permission and into thinking that theie wcu* possibilities of 
this social gathering. il pciinittcd. being convcited into one nt t host* 
activities ot the Students' Federation that were open to object ion Y 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: s n l beliex* that (lie 
Dislriet Magistrate nh\ iousl\ did not want that the students coming 
from ditboent putts <d the dmuot should come into rontaet with one 
anot hei mi this occasion 


Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 want to ask this question 
categorically . The Hon'lde Minister has tried to answer the supple- 
mentary question, but he has riot answered one thing fie said “I 
bclie\e” and “obviously " He bas used these two expressions, which 
show that he does not know the facts May 1 ask him to enquire of 
the Distnet Magistrate or the authorities concerned to lei us know' 
through \un. Si i , whether tliere was realK an\ substantial ground for 
withholding ’his pennission. because it i- a very serious matter, and f 

hope Mr Speaker, Sir. urn also will realise t fie « 1 the 

matter 


Mr. SPEAKER: I ).< i pc Mr (iosu.imi. qiii also will realise the 
seriousness and put \our >uppicmentar\ question rn the proper form 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: I have so put n. Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: V our question should be — as to whether the 
Hon’ble Minister is prepared to enquire whether there was any possi- 
bility of the activities of this social gathering being open to objection. 


Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: All right, Sfr 1 accept your 
Advice, and I ask whether* the Hon’ble Minister is prepared to make an 
enquiry and let the House know on what specific grounds thj# permit 
aion wan withheld f 
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Thi Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as regards the acti- 
vities of the Students’ Federation I hare, in a public speech at Bogra, 
dratfoi the^tfttention of the educational authorities and also the 
guardians. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the activities of the Students’ Federation, 
Chittagong, which arc open to objection? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That will require a more 
lengthy answer than can be given in reply to a supplementary. There- 
fore, I ask for notice. 


Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether any social gathering of proved bad characters 
was allowed in Chittagong? 


Mr. 8PEAKER* That question does not arise. 


Qualifications of the Textile Superintendent and the Head Master, 
Government Silk Weaving Institute. 

•278. Mr. AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the lion hie Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(«) the general and technical qualifications, if any, of the present — 
(It Textile Superintendent, Department of Industries, 
Bengal , and 

(2) Head Master, Government Silk Weaving and Dyeing 
Institute, Berhampore, Bengal; 

(b) the salary they are drawing now; 

(c) when they were appointed; 

( d ) whether the posts had been advertised before the appointments 

were made; and 

(e) in what manner? 

« 

MINISTER in oharge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement is 

placed on the table. 
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Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the lion* We Minister be pleased 
to state the initial pay on which the Superintendent of Textile Demons- 
irations was appointed? V 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 ask for notice 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ldc Minister he pleased 
to state the names of the papers in which the post was advertised and 
the dates on which the advertisement was published in those papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The appointment was 
made in and. therefore, it will not be possible to give those details. 

Proposed delimitation of Chittagong District Board constituencies. 

•279. Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: wD Will 

Hie Hon’ldc Min 1st et in charge ot the Public Health and Local Self- 
(rnvernmeflt Depaitiuent he pleased to state- 

it) when wa» fin i on si 1 1 ut mu -*i t'lnttayong Distil* t Board due; 
and 

(n) when i- it r\p»*» tod to matei uili>e 'f 

i h) 11, in tlnnc been an\ delimitation ot const itueucies for election 
to Chittagong District Hoard? 

V‘‘ D so, whether t lie Hoard was consulted about the projwised 
delimitation Y 

o/i It the Boat d was consulted, will Hie (io\emment he pleased to 
"fate the proposals a*. made b\ the Hoard and as fimtllv accepted f>y 
< lo\ ei nmerit v 

Ut Do the ( Jo\ eminent ptopo^c to publish the diatt scheme, if 
any, of delimitation in the distrii 1 with a view to inviting public opinion 
t hereon v 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department): 

(a) (i) The llMh July, 19H9 

(it) As soon as possible after the .general election which is expects! 
to be held on the 18th November, 1940. 

(b) and (r) Yes. 

• 

(d) Under the rules the delimitation of constituencies have to lx? 
made by Government after consultation with the District Hoard and 
the Commissioner of the Division. In regard to the Chittagong District 
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Board, the District Board and the Divisional Commissioner submitted 
separate proposals for delimitation and Government, after carefully 
consider! ng^Kese proposals, found it necessary to make certain modi- 
fications in accordance with the general principles with regard to 
delimitation of constituencies of District Boards which have been 
adopted for the Province us a whole. These modifications were agreed 
to by the District Board and the scheme, thus modified, was finally 
published by Government h\ notification, dated the iOth February. 
1940, as required under the rules. 

A statement containing the delimitation scheme for this district as 
oiiginally formulated by the District Board and as finally adopted is 
laid on the Library table. 

. le) Does not arise. 


Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the unusual delay in holding the election? 
It was due in July, 19d9, and it is going to be July, 1940. What is 
the reason for this unusual delay? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend is enquiring 
why the election has not yet been held. The reasons have already been 
given in the answer which I have read out. The local boards have in 
the meantime been decided to b*> abolished and the question of delimita- 
tion of constituencies for the district board had been under considera- 
tion for u long time. For these reasons the election has been delayed.. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the general principles followed with regard to the deli- 
mitation of constituencies of district boards? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The question is so vague 

that it is Difficult for me to answer. 

Mr* J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What are the principle* or 
points taken into consideration in making the delimitation of consti- 
tuencies? The question is quite definite. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I think the Hon’ble Minister'* 

idea** are too vague and not the question. 

Mr* 8PEAKER: It is in ueeordauce with the Government oironlar 
which wijl be placed on the Library table. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the minimum quota required for each consti- 
tuency is hundred square miles in area and tifty-one lakhs\f populatjon ? 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have asked (he Hon'ble Minister to place the 
circular on the Inbran table. On seeing that. you muy put your 
questions. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In that case I would request yon 
tc postpone the question till to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes 

Water-supply schemes in the rural area of Mymensingh. 

♦280. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: «/> Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of (lie Public Health and 1/oeal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased t(» la> on the table a statement showing for the 
year 1JWM0 with resjiect to the Mymensingh district — 

(t) the amount allotted this year to the district for rural reconstruc- 
tion ; 

an the amount, allotted to different subdivisions of the district 
separately for the purpose • 

dii) the nu tii her ol- — 

<]> ferio-comiete wells. 

\ *J ) tulie w ells, oi 
masnniy wells 

sanctioned lor each subdivision of the district; 
the name* of the 4*ontraotois of each subdivision; and 
\v) the nu in Ur of wells allotted to each of the contractors? 

<h) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that the number of wells allotted 
1«* Koch suUlivision is inadequate? 

, c) Is the llon’ble Minister considering *l ie desirability of increas- 
ing the amount for water-supply project of the district in the next 
year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN (on botmll of tho Mintotor 
in dur^a of the Public HoMth and Local Mf-Commimnt DepartiMnt) t 

(o) (i) to (tit) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(iv) and (fc) Information is being collected by the District Magis- 
trate and will be furnished to the honourable member as soon as avail-' 
able. ' 


(M arid {<:) A comprehensive programme lor provision of adequate 
water-supply for the whole . Province, district by district, is under 
preparation* and the requirements of every district' will be fully con- 
sidered in the programme. I may , however, state for the information 
of the House that, in the meanwhile the District Board of Mymensingh 
has bean granted a total loan of Us. f> lakhs. The first instalment 
ol Us. 2 lakhs was paid in 1938-39 and the second instalment of a 
similar amount in 1939-40. A provision for the remaining amount of 
Us. 1 lakh has l>een made in the Budget for 1940-41 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) to (Hi) of sUirred question 

No. '1H0 


Ks 

(«) {i) Provincial grant for w at er-supp!\ 05,972 

Govern ment of India’s second grant foi water- 

supply . . 40,984 

(iovei runout of India’s second arrant for sani- 
tation „ 35 

\tyJW 


Ks. 

(»i) Sadar (South) .. 31,032 

Sadai (North) .. 18,125 

Tangail . 24,300 

Jamalpur . . . . . . 29,200 

Kishoreganj . . 20,822 

Netrokona . . 23,38<i 


Sauar Sadar Tang ail. Jamal- Kishore- Nefcro- 
(South). (North). pur. ganj. kona. 


(tii) (1) Feiro- 
concrete 
wells. 

(2) Tube 

wells. 

(3) Masoni) 
4 wells. 


03 

30 

I 


102 


98 


207 


85 


140 
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(answers to which were laid on the table) ' 

Cottle epidemic in Kasha potfce-station, Tippers. 

* > 

151. Mr. MAQBUL HUSAIN: (a) Is the Hon’hle * Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

(i) that an outbreak of cow epidemic has broken out in* Kasim 
police-station in the district of Tippera ; and 

(til that the Veterinary Department is not taking necessary steps 
to prevent the epidemic from spreading? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of cows affected by the epidemic from the 
1st January to the ‘J9t h February, 11)40; and 
l <ii) the total number of deaths during that period? 

(o If flic answer to 0?) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (<i) ( i ) Yes, there was an 
outbreak of cattle epidemic in Kasha police-station. 

(it) No. As soon as the report of the outbreak was received, the 
itinerant Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Hrahmanharia, proceeded to 
the affected area ami took necessary action with the result that the 
epidemic was brought under control and its spread completely checked. 

{>> i (?) No import ot the epidemic was received in January. In 
February there acre six out breaks which affected !MJ animals. 

(ii) The total number of deaths during February was 67. 

* (c) Does not arise. 

Appointments on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. 

+ **+ * 

152. Dr* NAL1NAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
iu charge of the Finance Department he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing from the 1st April, 1937, to 31st OetoW, 1939 — 

(?) the posts for the filling up of which the recommrndai ions of 
. the Piovinciul Public Servjce Commission were sought; 

(??) the date or dates when the recommendations of the "‘Public 
Service Commission were received by (Government with 
regard to each of these posts; 

(Hi) the date or dates when the appointments have been nyide; 
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(iv) the posls for which the recommendations of the Public Service 
Commission are still awaited; 4 

v r 

\v) the posft for which the appointments are still pending although 
the recommendations of the Public Service Commission have 
been received ; and 

( vi ) the posts in the filling up of which the first nominations of the 
Public Service Commission have not been accepted by 
Government? 

(b) Will the H 011 'hie Minister he pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing /‘or the same period — 

(/) the posts for the filling up of which permanently the Public 
Service Commission has to be consulted under the rules and 
regulations, but Which are now being held** by temporary 
incumbents; ' * 

(a) the number ot months and weeks each of such temporary 
$ t incumbents is holding the respective posts; and 

(hi) 4 phau do the Government propose to seek the advice oi the 
* * Public Service Commission for duly filling up of each of 

these posts ? 

MINISTER it) charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
HofPMe Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) (i) to (u) The honourable member 
is referred to the Annual Reports of the Public Service Commission, 
Bengal, for the years 1937-38 and 1938-39, copies of which are laid on 
the Library table. 

(vi) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

> . . - 
# (h) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

Dr. NALI,NAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased *0 utate, with reference to the statement placed on the Library 
.table Jin feply to question (a) (rt), it the seven postd referred to in the 
reply, viz. — 

(1) post of Deputy Director of Industries, 

(2) temporary post of Assistant Director of Public Information, 

(tD post of Ofhcer-in-charge of National Welfare Union, 

(4) post of Inspector of Factories, 

(6) "post of District Inspector of Schools, K hi 

(Gjf post of Professor of Economics in the Bengal Senior Educa- 
tional Service, and a 

(7) post in the Bengal Engineering Service, 

have all gone to the Muslims? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I do not see bow your present question 
arises. So far as the present question is concerned, you will bare to 
address separate questions fo various Ministers, because the Finanoe 
Minister is not responsible for them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question (a) (vi) relates to 
posts, in the filling up of which the first nominations of the Public Ser- 
vice Commission have not been accepted by Government. My enquiry 
is whether all these posts have gone to Muslims or not. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The honourable member 
will find the reply in the Report of the Public Service Commission. 
Out of these seven posts; I am aware that two have gone to non-Muslims, 
viz., the post of Inspector of Factories has gone to a member of the 
Scheduled Castel and the jKist of Professor of Economics has gone to 
a caste H4ndu. I hmVe no knowledge regarding the other posts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Professorship of Economics in the 
Chittagong College Y - A 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : A post in the Bengal 

Educational Service. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Hon’bte Minister 
in charge of Education a few months back stated that for thr post of 
Profe*sor ot Economics in the Chittagong College a Muslim was taken? 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, no. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May we know the name M tbe 
incumbent? ^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Dr. Parimal Roy. 

. % « 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Rpn’ble* Minister hi 

pleased to state if any reference was made to the Public Service Com- 
mission and invitation of applications was made by that body in con< 
uectiou with the appointment of Dr. Parimal Roy? 

Mr. 8PEAKER1 The question which you have put now will 
be addressed to the Hon’bie Education Minister. 

Dr. nalinakYha 8ANYAL. Sir, ray information is tbai 
Dr. Parimal Roy was taken over from the Government Conrinercial 
Institute, to the other pdlt and that that post was not advertised noi 
wag any application invited. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether that flost was advertised or not ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir. The post was 
advertised. Dr. Parimal Boy was nominee No. 2. 

„ r 

'Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Dr. Parimal Roy was previously hold- 
ing a Government post in the Government Commercial Institute? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the statement 
referred to in reply to clauses (i) and (tit) of questio$J$fr), that is to say,^ 
the' statement showing the posts for the filling up of which permanently 
the Public Service Commission has to be consulted under the rules and 
regulations, but which are now being held by temporary incumbents; 
and when do the Government propose la seek the advioe of the Public 
Service Commission for duly filling up of each of these postfr; will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for not getting all these 
posts numbering 32 being filled up on the recommendation of the Public 
Service Commission permanently? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The reason is given in 
column No. 3. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The reason is not given there. 
Column 3 says when the advice will be sought. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: This is enough. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why it was not sought in the past — that is the question 

I am now putting? 

The Hon’blit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Each department pre- 
sumably considered that for administrative reasons, it was not neces- 
sary to seek the advice of the Public Service Commission before the 
temporary appointment was made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pJiAsqd to state if Government is in a position under the Act to obviate 
the purposes of the Government of India Act by appointing temporary 
incumbents for. administrative reasons to fill up the posts for which the 
Government of Indie' Act provides for recommendation of the Public 
Service Commission ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY! The purposes of the Gov- " 

eminent jof India are not defeated by providing temporary posts. 
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Dr, HALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the length of service which answers to the defi- 
nition of “temporary’’ according to Government nomenclature? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the honourable 
member wish to know the definition of the woyd “temporary” P # 

% 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, according to Government 
dictionary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A post which is not per- 
manent is a temporary post. 


Dr. NALINAtfSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased toUtate the minimum length of service which for administrative 
reasons the Government think may be filled up bv temporary incum- 
bents and the maximum period beyond which they feel that no tempo- 
rary' incumbent should continue? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Not only does that vary 
from service to service or with the conditions of employment, but it also 
varies with the conditions then prevailing in the department. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the TTon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons for continuing these temporary 
incumbent for periods of 8 months. 1 year, 1 year 8 months, 2 years 
and 2 years 8 months? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Hensons vary with each 
of these posts. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That question should be 
addressed to the administrative Minister. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister JSh 
pleased to state if he is aware that persons holding temporary appoint* 
ments are debarred from participating in many of the facilities offered 
in Government service? ** 

The Hpn’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: As Ion/ as, they are 
temporary, they certainly do’nof get the facilities; but it is compensated 
by the fa<H that they are in Government posts for which Uiev are 
drawing the pay. 
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% Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether there is any time-limit for temporary 
incumbents ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8llHR AWARD Y: There is no time-limit, 

but we exercise our discretion in the matter. (Cries of Hear! hear!” 
from tSe Congress benches.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Next. 

(The Secretary then called out Question No. 153.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. may I put one more supple- 
mentary question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, the next question has been ^called out 
and this question has been sufficiently discussed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, there is yet plenty of time 
available 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, Dr. Sanyal. I cannot allow you to 
put any other question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, even before my leader spoke, 
I did get up 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, when the next question lias been called 
out, 1 cannot allow you to put any more question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I submit that it is a very 
important question. Further, there is no other important business 
to-uight. So, will you kindly allow me to put another supplementary 
question*? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I am sorry, I cannot allow you to put 
anf . more question. I have already allowed you to put so many supple- 
nveftfbries. After your leader had finished and the Hon’ble Minister 
gave his reply, I found you were then laughing, and I could not wait 
for that. Anyway, I cannot allow you to put any more question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I 

Mr. ^SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think, it is my painful duty to point 
out that you are interrupting me. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is also our painful duty to 
point out that there are some important questions whieh % require longer * 
periods of time to examine and discuss. 

Intelligence Brandi of Police in Midnapore. 

153. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether there is 
an Intelligence Branch of the Police in Midnapore? 

(h) If so, whether appointments in that Branch are made from time 
to time out of the members ot the general police in the district? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is no Muslim olticer in 
that Branch ot the district? 

(</> If the answer to (r» i> in the affirmative. will the Hon’hle 
Minister he pleased to stale what action lie proposes to take for the 
appointment ot Muslim officers in that Branch? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: un Yes. 

(In Specially selected otliccrs from the genet al cadre are posted to 
the District Intelligence Branch. 

to There are two Muslim Sub-Inspectors in the Branch. 

{(h Does not arise. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: Will the Hnn’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if any Muslim otlicer oi the district was posted in the Intelligence 
Branfh during the last one year? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, you are aware that from thia 
side of the House, notices of two adjournment motions have been 
given — one by Dr. Sanyal and the other by I>r. Suresh Ghundra 
Banerjee — and you have been pleased to give your consent to both of 
them. They relate to the situation created by the strike of the 
scavengers and the other labour staff in the employ of the Calcutta 
Corporation. • 

Sir, I have given the matter my deep consideration and having 
regard to the fact that there is a reasonable chance of suspension of the 
strike with a view to settlement, I am afraid, it might prejudice the 
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cause if we discuss the matter here and now. In those circumstances 
and as I feel convinced to-day that some of the members of the Corpo- 
rati&n are up and doing and active in promoting the settlement, I think 
it is my duty to inform you that we do not desire to proceed with these 
motions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am very glad to hear it. 

Schedule of Authorised Expenditure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in pursuance of sub- 
section ( 2 ) of section 80 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg 
to lay before the Assembly a schedule of authorised expenditure for the 
year 1940-41, as authenticated by the signature of the Governor under 
sub-section (/) of section 80. 

Sir, in pursuance of section 81 read with suly-section ( 2 ) of section 
80 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg also to lay before the 
Assembly a schedule of authorised expenditure for the year' 1939-40 in 
connection with the Supplementary Budget, as authenticated by the 
signature of the Governor under sub-section (7) of section 80 read with 
section 81. 


Programme of Business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 now enquire if we ore 
getting a date or dates for the discussion of the Motor Vehicles Rules 
for which I have given due notice to your department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T ,et me first get hold of the authenticated copy of 
the Rules. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS : Sir, may I know if Government 
have decided to fix up a day for noil-official business? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, it has been decided that, in any case, non- 
official business Mill Ik* taken up on Friday next. But I would like to 
know from the Opposition whether they will take up resolutions or non- 
official Bills on that day. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, one of the non- 
official Bills has-been only half-finished. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Then we will take up non-official Bills on Friday 
next. * 
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Now, for Thursday, there is no work pending for the time being. 
If in ease the other House finishes the Bengal Tenancy fThird Amend- 
ment) Bill by to-morrow, then it will be possible for us to send notice 
in time to take it up on Thursday. In view of the peculiar situation 
in Calcutta, I am very anxious that the House should not meet, unless 
it is absolutely imperative. But in any case Thursday is likely to be 
taken for official business of which an announcement will be sent to 
you bv to-morrow afternoon, and on Friday we will take up non-official 
Bills. 

As regards Motor Vehicles Rules, 1 do not know what the Govern- 
ment is going to do. 

Mr. Khrnja 8HAHABUDDIN : May I just say one thing, Sir. The 
Bill in the other House is likely to be finished to-morrow. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: About that I have decided that it should be token 
up on Thursday. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mas 1 submit one thing, Sir ^ In 
view of the uncertainty of further business coming from the Upper 
House, may we not request Government to adjourn for the rest of the 
week so that we may meet on Monday next and take up the remaining 
business? It apj*ears that Government will not be able to give us any 
business for this week. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 should like to know if it is possible for us to have 
any business on "Wednesday either on Motor Vehicles or something else. 

TheJHon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far us the Motor 
VelJ^Mes Rules are concerned, the Conference considered my suggestion 
ana those who were present this morning base agreed unanimously 
that the consideration of the Rules be jiostpoiied till the Monsoon 
Session of the Legislature and Government will undertake to give effect 
h\ an executive order to any decision arri\ed at by the legislature, 
and they will see that it has the same effect as it would have had if it 
had been passed by the House during this session. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Mr Speaker, Sir, so far as the 
statement which has been made by the Ilon’ble the Home Minister is 
concerned, it is absolutely correct. At the same time. I think it is 
necessary on my part to make the {vosition a little more clear. These 
Motor Vehicles Rules were laid before the Legislature on the 20th 
March. It has been provided in the Motor Vehicles Act that the Rules 
framed by the Provincial Government shall be laid before the Legis- 
lature for 14 days and such modifications as the Legislature may lay 
down during the session in which these rules are laid before the 
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Legislature will be incorporated in the Rules. It so happened that the 
Rules were laid before the Legislature at a very late date, so that this 
Hotise has not been given proper opportunity to complete their work 
so far as these Rules are concerned within this particular session before 
this session conies to an end. ^Under the circumstances, the situation 
which has been created deprives the legislature of its rightful oppor- 
tunity of having its say on these Rules so that the modifications, if any,, 
might have been incorporated in the Rules. Well, that responsibility 
is entirely with the Government, having regard to the inordinate delay 
which has taken place in placing the Rules before the Legislature. I 
must say in fairness to the Hon'ble the Home Minister that he tried to 
explain this delay in the Conference. Anyhow, I j»ersonally feel that 
this delay might have been avoided and the Legislature might have 
been given a fair opportunity. At the same time* it would not be right 
on the part of the Conference to rush this matter without giving 
adequate consideration to these very important Rules. It so happens, 
Sir, that this session has got to conclude before this matter emerges 
out of the Conference. Under the circumstances, there was no other 
alternative open to the Conference than to agree to the suggestion made 
by the Home Minister that whatever modifications are made by the 
Legislature at a subsequent session, the Government, will accept them 
and give effect to them and incorporate them as Rules made by the 
Government themselves, although the Legislature will have no statutory 
right to subject the Rules to those modifications. That is why we 
arrived at u unanimous decision on that point, although I must once 
more make it clear that the Legislature has been deprived of its rightful 
opportunity on account of the delay on the pari of the Government in 
bringing the matter up during this session. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may 1 submit one 
or two tilings in this connection!" When this matter was broitght 
before the House, it was I who tried my very best to get some oppor- 
tunity for the members of the House to examine the provisions of the 
Rules. There are certain Rules which if they come into effect as they 
do to-day will make it impossible for motor vehicles of certain classes 
to exist from this date. There are rules under which certain classes 
of motor vehicles which have been purchased by owners in the past will 
have to go out from the road altogether. Certain vested interests may 
also he created against the interests of Bengalees. These would create 
a good deal of hardship. The purpose of these Rules aud the Act has 
been to stifle motor vehicles in the province in the interests of railways. 
I would like the Honourable Minister in charge to examine these 
effects very carefully and to see whether the ends justice would be 
properly served if he postpones the consideration to a later session even 
if he desires that subsequently he might help the Legislature by execu- 
tive action after the Legislature comes to a decision. 
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Mr* SPEAKERS The Hon ’hie Home Minister has already given 
assurance, and I understand from Mr. Basu that the Government have 
agreed to come to a decision on the recommendations of the Conference. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: So tar as the Conference is con- 
cerned, Sir, I have had even from the very beginning my doubts if the 
Conference will be able to come to a decision. So, the position appears 
to be like this. Only if the Conference comes to a decision, the Gov- 
ernment will be pleased to give effect to the amendments agreed to by 
executive action, but the fact will remain that the members of the House 
have been completely deprived of their right to put amendments. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The position is that the 
report of the Conference shall he placed before the House and on that 
report the House will he entitled to discuss all and every rule that has 
been published by Government. 

Dr. N4UNAK8HA SANYAL: There is one other point, Sir. In 
the meantime I would request Government to suspend operation of such 
Rules which will make it impossible 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I can’t agree to that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Otherwise, it is no use postponing 
things. We have got n statutory right, otherwise, Sir, I will be com- 
peted to go to Court for injunction on Government. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Hr. Sanyal, you can do it outside the House. You 
need not talk about it here. 


tcjrbn up 


I suggest that it will he convenient if non-official Bills are 
n up on Wednesday instead of on Friday? Is there any objection P 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We have no objection, 

Sir. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: The House stands adjourned for consideration of 
non-official Bills on Wednesday at 4-45 p.m., and it will meet on 
Thursday to discuss any official matters which might come from the 
other House for final consideration. In case the business is finished 
that, day, it is most likely that the House may be prorogued on 
Thursday. 

Adjournment. 

It being 7-2 .m. — . 

The douse was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Wednesday* the 3rd 
April, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 3rd April, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizttl Haque, 
C.i.e.) in the Chair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 218 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal ratio of Civil Court clerks in the subdivisions of Midnapore. 

*281. Mr. KRISHNA PRASAD MONDAL: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department, be 
pleased to state — 

( a ) the present number of Civil Court clerks in the upper and lower 

divisions in the district of Midnapore; 

(b) bow many of them are in the — 

(1) Sadai subdivision, 

(2) subdivision of Tumluk, 

(3) subdivision of Jhargram, 

(4) subdhision of Contai, and 

(5) subdivision of (ihatal; and 

(c) bow many of them are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl$ Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur). A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 281. 


(a) Upper Division 


Lower Division 

(6) (1) Sad&r subdivision — 

Upper division 
Lower division 

(2) Subdivision of Tamluk — 
Upper division 

Lower division 

(3) Subdivision of Jhargram — 
Upper division 

Lower division 

(4) Subdivision of Contai — 
Upper division 
Lower division 

(5) Subdivision of Ghatal — 
Upper division 
Lower division 



Caste JJindus 


21 


(including 
one District 


Judge's 

stenograph- 

er). 

121 


14 

70 


3 

18 


1 

9 

2 

14 

1 

10 


Upper Lower 
division, division. 

21 95 

(including 
one District 
Judge '8 
stenograph- 
er). 


(2) Muslims . . . . . . None 25 

(3) Scheduled Castes and Minority community None 1 

(Christian). 


Babu MADHU 8 UDAN 8 ARKAR: With reference to answer 
(c)(i)* will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' to state whether there was 
any Scheduled Caste candidate at the time of those appointments? 

** A 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 


I ask for notice. 
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Circular from Registrar, Co-operative Societies, to Secretaries of Central 
Co-operative Banks. 

*282, Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware that a circular letter No. 9045(118), dated the 22nd 
December, 1939, from the Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Bengal, 
has been sent to the Secretaries of the Central Co-operative Banks for- 
warding therewith a copy of the Co-operative Societies Bill as passed 
by the Assembly for examination? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for issuing incorrect informa- 
tion to the Secretaries of the Central Co-operative Banks in the manner 
referred to in clause (a)? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) Yes. 

(b) Through oversight; it is regretted that the words “the Select 
Committee of” before the words “the Assembly” were inadvertently 
omitted. This was however corrected in a subsequent letter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date when the Select Committee report in connec- 
tion with this Bill was placed before the Assembly and the Assembly 
was in possession of the report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It was 

placed Indore the Assembly in December last. I do not remember the 
exact date. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’lle Minister aware 
that the date on which it was placed before the Assembly was 22nd 
December, 1939 — the date mentioned in the letter under reference? 
May I enquire if the permission of the Hon'ble Speaker was taken in 
circulating a paper or document which was a document belonging to 
the Assembly ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: far as I 

remember, it was not circulated before it was placed before the*J®Hise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Whether it was placed before or 
after dees not matter. But this is a document which is a property of 
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the House, and I would like to know if the Government took or did 
think it necessary to take the permission of the Hen’ble Speaker 
before circulating it to the public outside? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 

already said that it was not circulated before it was placed before the 
Assembly. 


Pr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
j)leased to state if the words “the Select Committee of were not 
there in the hope that the Assembly would adopt the Bill as it stand's? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The title 

page shows distinctly that it contained the words “the report of the 
Select Committee . ” 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to State w hen and b\ what letter — the number and date of the 
letter — this mistake was subsequently corrected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 ask for 

notice. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be 

pleased to Male if it is a fact that the correction was made after the 
question was sent to his department? 

Th^Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not 

tiring jo. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want a definite answer. It, is 
not a question of « thinking or surmise. This appears to be an 
irregularity*# 

Mr. SPEAKER: If there is any irregularity, 1 will look into it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if Government attempted to misdirect the Central Bank 
by shewing* that more powers are given to the Registrar by circulat- 
ing tlnrfTet ter ? » 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not 

think so. # 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA S/ftlYAL: It is not a question of thinking, 
it is a question of fact. Either ft is yes or no. May I have your help, 
Sir, in obtaining^ the correct reply, and not this sort of evasive reply? 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You may ask what was the intention of Govern- 
ment ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have already asked him to say 

“Yes” or “No”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has already said so. He has said, “I don't 
think so.” 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
if this is not an instance of the slipshod manner in which the work of 
the department in his charge is being carried on? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MOITRA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the result of issuing this Bill without the words “the 
Select Committee of” lias been that t lie Assistant Registrar of the 
Rujshahi Division told the Secretary of the Rajshahi Central Bank 
that the Bill, as introduced in the Assembly, has passed through the 
Select Committee and that there have been no changes there? The 
result has been that the impression was allowed to gain in the mind 
of the Secretary that more powers were given in the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry, 
I do not know what impression it had, but so far as I know ‘there is 
nobody in the Central Bank who will not be able to understand 'that 
this is a report of the Select Committee and nothing more. 

*1 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: May I ask who i j* responsible 
for this oversight? 1 want to know the name of tfie particular officer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is not 

possible for me to say that, Invause so many clerks and officers are 
iuvolved. 


Muslim Female Training School at Chittagong. 

h +> * 

*283. Khar* Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the*tfon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what steps the Government have taken up till now on the application 
eubmitted to the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, on the 5th 
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November, 1937, and on the I9th October, 1939, respectively, and also 
m the points raised in the address presented to the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister during 1 his last visit on the 17th and 18th January, 1939, for 
;he establishment of a Muslim Female Training School at Chittagong? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thp 
tfon’blo Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): Pending consideration of a scheme 
[or a Vernacular Training College at Chittagong for girls of all com- 
munities, the scheme for a training class for Muslim girls has been 
aeld up. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long will he take to consider the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult for 

me to say that, but 1 can give only an approximate date — it may be 
within six months. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state what relation has the scheme for training 
class for Muslim girls with t lie scheme for a Vernacular Training 
College for girls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It has been represented 
that there may he a Vernacular Training College for girls of all com- 
munities, Muslim girls being given special consideration. If that 
proposal is accepted — the proposal is being examined — then it will lead 
to some economy. But if that position is not accepted, then Muslim 
girls wiffhave a college of their own. 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether that has been included within the scheme for 
a Vernacular Training College for girls ? 

The Hon’ble Me. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think so. 

Principal of tho dagannath Intermediate College, Deooa. 

*284. Mr.TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state the 
name of the Principal of the Jagannath Intermediate Cqjlege at Dacca? 

(6) When. was he due for retirement? 

...(c) Wlmt is his present age? 

( d ) How many extensions have been given so him ? 


») 
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(*) When is his present extension. due to expitep 

(/) Is it a fact that his brother and a son have been appointed 
lecturers in the said college? 

(y) How many other relations of his are serving in that college P 

the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Rai Satyendra Nath 
Bhndra Bahadur. 

(b) November, 1939. 

(c) 65 years and 4 months. 

(d) Three. 

(e) The end of June, 1941. But the extension has not yet received 
Government’s approval. The matter is under consideration. 

(/) A son has beeu in the service of the college since 1929. 

(j fj ) None. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (e) f 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state on what consideration 
this Principal was allowed extensions? 

Th8 Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government have got 
absolutely no hand in the matter of extensions. They are recom- 
mended by the Governing Body, and' the Government approves. On 
each of these occasions the Governing Body repeatedly recommended 
the extension and the Government accepted the recommendation. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (e), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether so fat^as the 
present extension is concerned Government is willing to approve erf it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is exactly a matter 
which 1 am considering, and I am afraid I cannot say now what my 
decision would be. 

Inadequacy of arrangements for treatment of cattle disease in certain 
police-stations of Dinajpur district. 

*285. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR? (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Department aware — 

(i) that the arrangement for treatment of cattle disease in the 
Chinirbandar, Parhatipur, Nawabg&nj and Ghoraghat police- 
stations of the Dinajpur district is inadequate; and 

(ti) u that the Veterinary hospital at Parhatipur has prafctifcally been 
closed do#n? 
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(&) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering jhe desirability 
of making suitable arrangement for treatment of cattle disease in' the 
said areas? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): («) 0) The 

treatment of cattle diseases and injuries and' the provision of adequate 
hospital and dispensary facilities for the purpose are now entirely the 
concern of the local bodies whereas Government have taken the full 
responsibility in respect of the control and prevention of cattle epidemic. 
Government have, however, undertaken as a matter of grace to bear 
the usual one-third contribution on account of the pay, jKUision and 
leave allowances of the stationary Veterinary Assistant Surgeons 
employed on hospital and dispensary work up to a limit of one per sub- 
division. They have taken the full financial responsibility in respect of 
the entire itinerant Veterinary staff employed on epidemic control work 
thereby Sieving the local ladies of a heavy recurring expen- 
diture* which should enable them to start a large number 
of Veterinary hospitals and dispensaries and appoint additional 
stationary Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, over and above those for 
which Government ha\e undertaken to pay the usual contribution. 
Government are therefore not responsible for the adequacy or other- 
wise of the facilities for the treatment of ordinary cattle diseases in 
the areas referred to by the member. 

(n) The Veterinary Dispensary nt Parbatipur is entirely under the 
control of the District Hoard but I have ascertained that after transfer 
of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon in charge as a provincialised 
itinerant Veterinary Assistant Surgeon elsewhere, the dispensary 
regained closed for* some time. It has however been reopened and the 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, Dinajpur Hospital, directed to attend 
it once a week pending consideration by the District Board of the 
question whether the disj>ensary should lie retained at that place. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Khfen Bahadur SHAH AiDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to bear any 
portion of the cost, recurring or capital, of starting and maintaining 
a veterinary dispensary by local bodies? 

TtwHMl*btt Mt. TAMIZUDDIN KHANS No, Sir, all that Gov. 
efnment are prepared to pay is one-third of the pay aod leave ana 
pension allowance of the veterinary surgeons. 
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Pr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoa’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what formula Government have devised to distinguish 
between an ordinary cattle disease and* an epidemic cattle disease, 
because I find it stated that ordinarily cattle disease is the entire 
responsibility of the district bo^rd, but that Government have taken 
over responsibility only for epidemic cattle diseases, and two sets of 
arrangements have been made? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, one is distress and the other is famine. 
(Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I know from the Hon’ble 
Minister what formula Government have devised to distinguish 
between these two sets of diseases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It appears that my 
honourable friend, Dr. Sanyal, wants me to let him know the meaning 
of the words “ordinary disease and epidemic disease”! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In so f'ai as the cattle diseases are 
the concern of local bodies, may we know what are characterised by 
Government as ordinary cuttle disease and what are the diseases which 
come under the category of epidemic cattle disease, because I find in 
the answer that Government are lmt responsible for the adequacy 
or otherwise of the facilities tor the treatment of ordinary cattle 
diseases? We would have very much liked to have such an answer 
before the budget grant on this subject was passed by this House. 
After the budget grant lias been passed an answer of this character 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, that is no supplementary question. 
Dr. Sanyal! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Anyway, Sir. I would like to 
know what is the definition of the two diseases that the Government 
have decided upon? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Wherever the disease 
breaks out in an epidemic form that is an epidemic disease. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the epidemic cattle disease surgeons who are now in the 
employ of the Provincial Government will or will not be available for 
attending cattle diseases which occur in a local area when they may be 
present thf re P 
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Tt» Hon’ble Mr. TAM IZUDDIN KH AN: In some places they 
have been asked to attend to ordinary cases also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister has already explained that 
in his last budget speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am taking my stand on this 
question. In the budget we had all kinds of promises which are not 
meant to be carried out. During the budget discussion he said cate- 
gorically that these veterinary surgeons who were now provincialised 
would be available for all kinds of cattle diseases. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is under contemplation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is why I want to know if 
epidemic cattle disease surgeons do not happen to be in a local area 
and if then* services are requisitioned for treating cattle under disease 
will they be permitted to go and attend on those cattle or will they 
refuse ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, this question was 
further examined’ only the other day. If epidemic doctors are attached 
to certain dispensaries and hospitals, they may he called away at any 
time for doing epidemic du<\. At that time the work of the hospital 
will immensely suffer and there is hound to be an uproar from the 
locality concerned. Therefore, (Government have arranged that so far 
as stationary veterinary surgeons are concerned, it will he the lookout 
of the district hoards to appoint them so that they may be wholetime 
officers of the district boards to attend to the ordinary cattle disease. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if in connec tion with the provincialisatinn of the veterinary sur- 
geons service promises were held’ out to the district boards that these 
surgeons will be available under the command of the district boards to 
do hospital duty also whenever necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The answer is in the 
negative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble* Minister please 
state if it is a fact that the- district board authorities have been advised 
by Government not to appoint any further additional veterinary 
surgeons unless they can get previous approval of the department? 
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The Hon’bte Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: That is farthest from 

the truth, Sir. . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if it is a fact that the department concerned who have taken over 
the service of the existing veterinary surgeons in the districts who are 
working under the district board's have, in certain cases, permitted 
those men to continue in the same kind of work as they wert* doing 
before? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I have already 
said that only in a very few cases, — two or three, — that permission had 
to be given under special circumstances. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the duties of the veterinary surgeons when 
there is no epidemic? Do they sit idle or do any kind of work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Sir, let fne make the 
thing clear. The position is this. Epidemics are present almost 
during the whole of the year at one place or another. There- 
fore, it cannot be said that there is no epidemic at any particular time. 
There is now onl\ one doctor per subdivision. Suppose an epidemic 
takes place in a particular place, one doctor will not be enough to look 
after it. So epidemic doctors have got to lie requisitioned from other 
places. Therefore, they are almost always engaged in doing their 
work. There is also another part of their duty, which has not yet 
been well organised, that is the preventive work. When preventive 
work is well organized, it is expected that there will then he very few 
outbreaks of epidemic. 

Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: Sir, may 1 know what will happen in 
a case where rinderpest appears in a place 5 miles away from stationary 
dispensun in charge of a district board, then who will attend that case? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, that i* purely a hypothetical case. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to (a) (/>, will 
the HorTble Minister please state, seeing that the dispensary facilities 
are now entirely the concern of the local bodies, what arrangement* 
Government have made to contribute liberally towards the funds of 
these local bodies to enable them to undertake adequate facilities for 
the treatment of ordinary cattle diseases? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 



Dr, NAL.INAK8HA SAN Y All I wait to know, Sir, if Govern- 
went ire going to make any financial contribution to theae local bodie# ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been already answered, namely, they 
will make the usual one-third contribution, and nothing more than 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is for one doctor per one 
subdivision, but I want to know, Sir, if any other contribution or 
grant to the district boards has been arranged for, because it appear* 
that Govenment sponsored this scheme on their own responsibility. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But be has already said that — tine assistant 
surgeon per subdivision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I know that, Sir, but I want to 
know whether Government have made any other arrangement except 
that which is provided fgr in the answer to help or enable the district 
board to intake any adequate arrangement? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is already in the answer. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the transfer of veterinary stall from the district boards to the Sub- 
divisional Officer has been causing great inconvenience in Dinnjpur 
in the matter of getting relief in epidemic cases and that the people 
find it difficult to file reports of cattle epidemics when such officers are 
nwa\ on tour or arc engaged in hearing cases? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of that, 
but if the local people are suffering, it is a matter for the district board 
concerned. Perhaps the district Inxard is trying to make some profit. 
Formerly the district boards had to pa\ two-thirds of the cost of t lie 
pay, allowances, etc., of the entire district veterinary *taff. Now they 
have been absolved of that responsibility altogether. They will have 
to pay two-thirds of the cost of the pay, pension, and allowances of 
the stationary veterinary surgeons only. If they waul to make profit, 
Government cannot help it. 

* Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many epidemic surgeons have been allowed to 
these areas, particularly Chinirhandar, Parbatipur, Nawabganj and 
Ghoraghat police-stations of the Dinnjpur district? • 


Ttw Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice 
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8J. MANIHDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: With reference to his answer 
that the district board is perhaps trying to make profit, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he has taken any steps to stop 
such profiteering by district boards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, we are taking 
steps. 

Communal ratio in temporary Land Acquisition Department started at 
Dacca Col lector ate. 

*286. Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether in March, 1939, a special Land Acquisition Department 

(temporary) was started at the Dacca Collectorate to dispose 
of the surplus land to be relinquished by the Assam-Bengal 
Railway in Tangi and Bhairab Bazar line; 

(it) the number of men recruited to the department; 

(Hi) the number of them that were Muslims; and 
(iv) whether communal ratio was observed in this case? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( iv ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (?) and (iv) Yes. 

(ii) Six. 

(m) Two. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Issue of orop loans through Co-operative Crop Loan Societies in 183M& 

*287. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of Co-operative Crop Loan Societies formed during 

the year 1939-40; 

(ii) the number of societies which issued crop loans during the last 

eultitation season; 

(in) the total amount of loan issued to the cultivators by theso 
, societies ; 
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(**) the total number of cultivators who have received the loans; 

(v) the amount of loan that has so far been repaid ; and 

(vt) the amount that remains to be repaid P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state- 

fa) what portion of these loans was advanced by Government 
through the Bengal Provincial Cooperative Bank, Limited; 

(u) what interest wa9 charged on the loans advanced by Govern- 
ment; 

(Hi) what expenses, if any, have been incurred by Government in 
the issue and recovery of these loans ; 

(iv) what income, if any, is expected by Government on the invest- 
ment; and 

(r) what amount of loss, if any, the Government apprehend on this 
investment? 


The HOn’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) (i) 7,325. 

(it) 9,760. 

(Hi) Its. 20,06,368. 

(iv) 191,017. 

(v) Its. 18,05,070. 

(vi) Rs. 2,01,298. 

(b) fa) Rs. 13,50,000. 

(it) 3J per cent, per annum. 

(iii) No expense was incurred. 

(iv) Approximately Rs. 25,300. 

\v) No loss is apprehended. 

8HORT NOTICE QUE8TION. 

Extension of service to the Chief Executive Officer, Corporation of 

Calcutta. 

*287A. Maulvi MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state— 

(i) the present age of the Chief Executive Officer to the Corporation 
of Calcutta ; 

(it) the length of his service in the Corporation of Calcutta; 
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(Hi) how many extensions in service he has already been granted; 

( iv ) whether he has reached his age of superannuation; and 

( v ) whether Government are contemplating approval of the 

Corporation’s action of granting him another extension of 
service ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in oharge of Public Health and Local Self-Government 

Department) S (?) About 58 years and 8 months. 

(ii) 21 years. 

(Hi) Three. 

(iv) The question does not arise as there is no prescribed age of 
retirement in the case of the officers appointed by the Corporation under 
section 51(7) of the Calcutta Municipal Act for limited periods. 

(v) The matter is under my consideration. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long this matter has been under his consideration? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Only for a short 
time. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: IIow long approximately? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
It is very difficult for me to remember the dates, but I cau say that it 
is not for a very long time. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Submission of returns by Dacca Collect orate showing non-Schedulod 
Caste employees as Scheduled Caste ones. 

184. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of clerical employees in the Dacca Collectorate 

in the year 1940; and 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

t (3) Scheduled Castes P 
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(b) I® it a fact that while submitting Scheduled Caste figures a? 
regards clerical employees, the Dacca Collectorate has b$en submitting 
the Sjsme by including four non-Scheduled Caste employees, i.e., 
backward class employees, who' really belong to the Caste Hindu 
category P 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) (i) 179. 

(ii) (1) Caste Hindus ... ... 98 

(2) Muslims ... 75 

(3) Scheduled Castes ... ... 3 

Total ... 176 


(b) No. Government have not \et prescribed any return for show- 
ing Scheduled Caste employees. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN SARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state the reasons for the small number of appointments held 
by members of the Scheduled Castes in the Dacca Collectorate? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYs These appoint- 
ments were made before the communal ratio in the public services was 
fixed, and as there was then no proportion of appointments fixed for 
the Scheduled Castes, the appointments were made according to the 
usual practice. 

Babu MADHU8UDHAN SARKER: Was it the policy of Govern- 
ment, before the fixation of communal ratio, that even when qualified 
men from the Scheduled Castes were available they were not appointed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, it was just 
the other way. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the answer “No” given in reply to question (h) 
is in order? Under {h ) the question asked is: “Is it a fact that 
while submitting Scheduled Caste figures as regards clerical employees, 
the Dacca Collectorate has been submitting the same by including 
four non-Scheduled Caste employees, i.e., backward class employees, 
who really belong to the Caste Hindu category.” In answer (a)(ii) it 
is said that the number of Scheduled Caste employees is 3. Is it a 
fact that the number of Scheduled Caste employees shown is not from 
Schedule^ but from non-Scheduled Castes? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. It is 
from the Scheduled Caste9. The reply to question (b) is “NV\ 
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Communal ratio of dismissed Polioe Sub- Inspectors. 

156. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’Ue 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state how 
many Sub-Inspectors of Police have been dismissed from the 1st April, 
1937, to the 29th February, 1940? 

(b) How many of them are — 

(1) Muslims; 

(2) Scheduled Castes; 

(3) Caste Hindus; and 

(4) others? 

(c) What were the charges against each of them? 

(d) Is it a fact that most of these dismissed officers have submitted 
appeals to Government against the order of dismissal? 

(e) If the answer to ( d ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'bid 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(#) how many such appeals have been disposed of; 

(ii) how many of them are pending with the Government; and 

(Hi) when the Government propose to dispose of the pending 
appeals ? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): («) 27 

(h) (1) 14. 

(2) Nil. 

(3) 11. 

(41 2 (Buddhists). 

(r) The information asked for is not readily available and I do not 
think that the value of the information when collected will justify the 
time and labour involved in collecting it. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) (i) 3. . 

<«) 20 . 

(in) As early as possible. 
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Baton MADHU81IDAN BARKER: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’Me Minister be pleased to state, in view of the fact that 
no Scheduled Caste officers have been dismissed because they have 
been serving faithfully the department, whether Government will, at 
the time of making appointments, give special consideration to 
Scheduled Caste candidates? 

Mr* SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Recruitment of constables from amongst the inhabitants of the 
24-Parganas. 

156. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the number of constables and literate constables that have 

been appointed since 1937 to January, 1940; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) Hindus; and 

(c) how many of them are bona fide residents of the district of the 

’24-Parganas ? 

The Hon’bJe Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 


(a) Calcutta Police 


579 


Bengal Police 


3,315 



Total 

3,894 




Muslims. 

Hindus. 

(b) Calcutta Police 


262 

317 

Bengal Police 

•• 

1,427 

1,888 


Total 

1,689 

2,205 


(c) The information asked for is not readily available and I do not 
think that the value of the information when collected will justify the 
time and labour involved in collecting it. t # 
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Grievances of adhiars in khas mahai areas in Jalpaiguri. 

1ST. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Is the Eon’bl. 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that in the Jalpaiguri district the numbfer of adhiars are ol 
the increase ; 

(ii) that the jot odors are gradually dispossessing their raiyats anc 
converting them into their adhiars by resuming their hold 
ings; 

(Hi) that in the khas mahai areas the Government do not recogniB( 
dar-chukanidurs ; 

( iv ) that there is a feeling amongst the adhiars in the jurisdictions 

of Ihunchagar, Roda and Dehiganj police-stations over the 
questions — 

(1) of the khaskhamar system (i.e., forcible stacking by the 
jotedars of crops in their own farm-houses), 

(2) of realisations by the jotedars of various kinds of 
ahwahs in the shapes of k hum aru, yola muchani , 
a n f/in ach ac h a , dim lakh a wa , 

(3) of contributions towards Durga Puja, Muharram, etc., 

(4) of rate of interest (sometimes 75 per cent, on the bor- 
rowed paddy), and 

(5) of free labour locally known hauli ; and 

(v) that the locul authorities have made enquiries into the matter P 

(If) If the answers to clauses {a) (iv) and (v) are in the affirmative, 
will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the local author- 
ities have submitted any report? 

(c) If so, what action does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and (ii) 
Government have no information. 

(ttt) Yes, because the lease condition prohibits subinfeudation 
beyond one degree, i.e., beyond the grade of chukanidars. 

(iv) (1), (2) and (4) Yes. 

(3) No. 

(5) Yes, but the adhi&n are fed for such labour and they are 
given better food then. 

(«) Ye*. 
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(b) Yes, 

(c) The local authorities have taken steps to put an end to these 
exactions. Jotedars have been warned; and all complaints are being 
carefully investigated. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN. With reference to answer (ir)(£) 
where it is admitted that there is a feeling amongst the adhiar s over 
the question of free labour locally known “ Hauli ,7 will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a feeling of resentment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: That is a matter 

of opinion. Whether it is a feeling of resentment or anger, it is very 
difficult fcft* me to say. But there is a feeling. That much I can say. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Is this “free labour*’ forced labour? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not forced 

labour. It is free labour certainly. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state why instead of being fed the people are not given 
proper wages? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: That is more 
than I can answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How can the Hon’ble Minister answer that sort 
of question? That is not the duty of Government. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With reference to 
answer will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 

steps the local officers have so far taken to put an end to these 
exactions? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The local officers 
called conferences of the adhiars and jotcdar s and tried to settle the 
disputes by adopting certain formula, according to which the relation- 
ship between the two classes should be guided. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of stopping this “free labour” which looks like forced 
labour and assuaging the feelings of adhiars ? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The whole matter 
is under the consideration of Government in connection with the 
recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. So, if necessary, 
Government will take s tape im etop ii. 
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Re-excavation of Ramnagar Drainage Khal in Midnapore district. 

188. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Miniate] 
in charge of the Agriculture find Industries Department aware that 
the Ramnagar Drainage khal in Midnapore district has been re- 
excavated ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount spent for re-excavation ; 

(ii) the amount spent for the ascertainment of the ownership of 
the land within the area to be benefited by the scheme; 

(in) the amount spent as remuneration to the Irrigation Department 
in view of their taking over charge of the work ; 

(iv) the acreage of the benefited area; 

( v ) the rate of tax per acre or per bigha to be levied on the 

tenants ; 

(vi) the rate to be levied per acre on the zemindars ; 

(vii) the amount of contribution by the District Board, or Govern- 

ment or any other public body ; and 

(viii) the quantity of earth work and the rate per thousand of 
earth w T ork? 

(c) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware that the settlement cost is large 
in comparison with the amount of work ? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. The 

re-ex ca vat ion of the khal has not yet been taken in hand. Preliminary 
steps such as land acquisition and revision of the record-of-rights are 
bein# taken now. 

' (ft) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
-enlighten us as to the cost that has been estimated for the re- 
excavation of the khal? 

Tho Hon’bli Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us as to the rate of tax per acre or per bigha to 
be levied on the tenants ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I frant notice. 
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Communal ratio in Bengal Administrator-General’s ofltoe. 

150. lir. PAT I RAM ROYS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Legislative and J udicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of clerks in the office o£ the Administrator- 

General, Bengal, and 

(it) the number of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(b) Has the service ratio as fixed by the Government been main- 
tained in that office? 

(c) Is it a fact that four clerks belonging to one community have 
recently been appointed in the said office P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Government propose to take in the matter of future appointments in the 
office ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khwt Bahadur: 

(a) (i) The total sanctioned strength is 85. 

(ii) (1) 67 Caste Hindus. 

(2) 13 Muslims. 

(3) 3 Scheduled Castes. 

. (4) 2 vacant. 

(6) The percentage for employment of Muslims prior to the com- 
munal ratio decision is below the minimum fixed. The questioned 
adjustment of the deficiency is under consideration and steps M* 
taken to see that appointments now made are in accordance with the 
communal ratio decision and the rules framed to implement that 
decision. 

(c) No. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With regard to appointments from the 
Scheduled Castes, I may aay that the number of Scheduled Castes 
employees ( is very low; so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased tc 
state whether Government ttbink it desirable to take any step! so that 
21 
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the deficiency in the number of Scheduled Castes Appointments may be 
levelled up in* comparison with other communities, such as, Caste 
Hindus and Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8NARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

The answer is quite in order. All the appointments that have so long 
been made cannot now be done away with. In future, the communal 
ratio will be observed and Government will see that it is observed. 


Grant-in-aid to the Jatrapur Bandar madrassah in Kurigram subdivi- 
sion, Rangpur. 

168* Kazi EMDADUL HAQUEs (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that a madrassah was opened about 20 years ago at the Jatrapur 
Bandar in Kurigram subdivision for education of the 
Muslim boys ; 

(it) that the Managing Committee of the institution applied to the 
local Educational officers from time to time for a suitable 
grant-in-aid but without avail; 

(hi) that there is no other institution within a radius of 3 miles; 

and 

(iv) that the madrassah has not up till now been visited by any 
Inspecting officers of the Education Department? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability for helping the 
institution with a monthly grant-in-aid? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (?) There was an attempt 
^cvc^n a madrassah at the Jatrapur Bandar. But the organisers could 
not fulfil the minimum requirement* for a full-fledged madrassah. 
The school is now conducted as a lower primary maktab (unrecognised 
and unaided). 

(it) No. 

(in) Yes. 

(tv) The institution has been visited by the Inspecting officers of the 
department. 

(b) The question does not arise. 

(r) The question of a grant-in-aid to the institution cannot be con- 
aidercdWil the institution is recognised by the department. 
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Kazi EMDADUL JiAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that during the long period of 20 years, the 
Madrassah failed to receive the recognition of the department and to 
receive grants because the institution was organised by non-oo-operators 
in the area about 20 years ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I do not believe so. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what prevents the Madrassah from being recognised as a 
lower primary maktab? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not for Government to say. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answer («), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what prevents Government from 
recognising this school now as a lower primary maktab? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I*>wer primary schools are recognised by district 
boards and school boards. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Not as a lower primary school but as 
a lower primary maktab. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: K ven that is recognised by district boards, 
municipalities and school boards. Government have got nothing to 
do with that. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Then this institution will neither be 
recognised by the department nor by the board ! 

Data for discussion of the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 

1839 . 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, the Bengal Tenancy 
(Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, has been circulated only to-day end I 
understand that circular letters also have been issued from your office 
to members which have been received by us at about 1 or 2 o’clock 
to-day and some members have not even got them as yet. I submit, 
Sir, that the notice has been absolutely short, and it has been so short 
that it would be physically impossible for us * 

• 

Mr. 8REAKER. I do admit that. I expected, so far as this Bill 
is concerned* that some time by yesterday evening we would be getting 
a copy but unfortunately not only did I not get a copy, but Iihad to 
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wait till 8 o’clock in the evening to find out i&qpfbes would be avail- 
able to us, and with the greatest difficulty I could get a typed copy 
from the other House. After that, I think, you will appreciate that it 
was not possible for my office to circulate the papers before 12 o'clock 
mid-night. I expected that as soon as the Bill was finished in the 
other House, there would be somebody responsible who would 
immediately take steps to circulate it. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
rules 70 and 71 in this connection? These rules have been devised to 
see that hasty legislation may not be taken recourse to by the Govern- 
ment of the day and the check that has been left in the rules is only 
with a view to see that the members get an opportunity to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway, let the message be read first. It has 
not been formally placed before the House yet. 

Message from the Bengal Legislative Council, 

The Secretary then read the following message: — 

“That the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council with amendments at its 
meeting held on the 2nd April, 1940, and that the concurrence of the 
Assembly may be asked to the amendments made in the Hill bv the 
Council.” 

The amendments have been shown in loro in the printed copy of 
the Bill laid on the table to-d»,\ . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In this connection, may I draw 
your attention to rule 70 where il is stated that the member in charge 
of the Bill after giving seven days’ notice or, with the consent of the 
Speaker, at shorter notice, may move that the amendments be taken 
into consideration? 

In the second part of that rule, it i> stated that no such motion 
can be moved unless the amended Bill has been made available for 
the use of members for not less than seven days before the motion is 
moved, except where the Speaker, in his discretion, suspends the 
provision of this sub-rule. 

* In these two sub-rules the discretion of the Speaker is provided 
* for. Bttf in rule 71 (2) where a member is required to send notice, 
there is no discretion left to the Speaker at all to reduce the period 
within which these motions have got to be sent. There it is stated 
that amendments relevant to the subject-matter of the amendments 
made bj the Council may be moved by any member after giving four 
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days 1 notice, but no* further amendment shall be moved to the Bill, 
unless it is consequential upon, or alternative to, an amendment made 
by the Council. 

Here, Sir, the" contemplation was that there should be no surprise 
either on the part of the Government *or on the part of the members 
in general. If in the case of members sending: notice under rule 71, 
we are deprived of taking up any matter at shorjer notice than 4 days, 
it is only fair that the Government also will not be in a position to take 
us by surprise by simply bringing 1 forward a Bill or a motion with 
shorter notice and at such a very short notice indeed as less than 
24 hours even. Sir, I submit that in the circumstances, you will be 
pleased not to waive the operation of this rule in this important case 
and will not create a precedent which might be very dangerous for 
the future. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ido not want to create a precedent. This matter 
was discussed and the understanding was that some notice would be 
available to the members in time. Yesterday, I waited till 8-dO p.m. 
in order that a notice in this connection might go out to the members. 

The Hon’ble Si r BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 regret 
very much that it was not possible for Government to make a copy of 
the Bill available to the Legislative Assembly Department in time, 
but naturally, we were depending on the Council Department doing 
that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you say that you were depending on the 
Council Department for this, then I must say that it is an absolutely 
lame, excuse (Cries of “hear! hear!” from the Opposition Benches) 
because here is ft Bill which it is sought to be finished before the 
session closes and in those circumstances, I think, somebody ought to 
have been made responsible to see that the papers were made available 
to the department concerned as soon as possible; otherwise you 
cannot expect even the Council Department to get the whole thing 
through within a few' hours. Somebody ought to have waited with 
everything ready so that as soon as the whole thing w'as finished, the 
papers might go out immediately. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir v *# I make, 
my submission as to why it was not possible for us to make the Bill avail- 
able in time? The changes that were made were matfe through non- 
official amendments and so we were not in possession of those amend- 
ments. Natfurally, we had to depend on the Council Department, but 
there was an arrangement with the Council Department that a copy of 
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the amended Bill should be sent to the Assembly* Department as soon 
as possible. I regret very much the inconvenience caused, and I 
•would request you to relax the rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may say that yesterday I waited for these 
papers from 5 o’clock till 8-30 and the whole office worked till 1 o’clock 
in order to circulate the notices to members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, not only that, it is a breach 
of the rule 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I do not agree that it is a breach of the rule. 
Dr. Sanyal was meticulously careful to see the rule but not the 
substance of the rule of 4 days’ notice. If I have to suspend the rule, 
the intention is that members can give notice at a very short period 
if necessary. So, there is no difficulty on that score. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, the amended Bill has 
also not been supplied. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, I think, every member has got a copy of the 
Bill. I am sure that there are more copies of the Bill on the table 
than the number of members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Would you expect us to go about 
hunting? 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is on the table of each member, and in case 
there is not any, it will be supplied immediately. 

The point is that there are several substantial changes made by 
the Upper House. I was under the impression that the number 
of changes are not many, but I myself have looked into it and have 
found that there are many changes. In that event I do not know 
what cun be done. 

The difficulty is, the members have got the copy of these amend- 
ments only now. The time for giving notice of amendments is short 
for the members, and all I can do is that the members can give me 
notice to-morrow by 1 o’clock. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: To-morrow evening will be 
better. 

Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow we meet at 4-45 and all I say is that 
if you f jgive me notice even about an hour and a half before, I would 
try to get it cyelostvled and placed before the members. 
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Mr. M. SflAMStlDDIN AHMED: Sir, in view of the fact that 
there have been fundamental changes, I think party meetings will 
have to be held and in that case by 1 o'clock to-morrow it will be 
impossible for us to send our notices. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Then let it be 4 o’clock. All I say is that though 
the amendments look very heavy, you can straightaway come to a 
conclusion one way or the other immediately. There is no difficulty 
about it. I have very carefully looked into the amendments. All 1 
say is that it will perhaps do if you give all the notices of amendments 
by 5 o’clock. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it an emergent measure, Sir? 
Otherwise, why should you be so anxious to give the Government this 
opportunity. Will you give us the corresponding opportunities to 
take up our Bills? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: We object to this remark. 
The Government is not anxious to hurry through the Bill. Let the 
Opposition have as such time as they like. I^et me put the case. 1 
understand, Sir, the Chief Whip was in romm unication with you and 
it was decided that this session should come to a close as early as 
possible. But it my fiiends opposite want it to be dragged on, the 
Government will not accept any favour. Government is not going to 
accept any favour. Let the rules be carried out to the very letter. 
We do not object. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rules must be carried out. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : Yes, I also say that. We 
do ‘not want any favour. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. May I ask the lion ’hie the Chief 
Minister and Dr. Sanyal not to talk across the table? 1 want to give 
all reasonable facilities to all parties. The Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister will realize and the Opposition also will realize that in case 
we have to carry on this session 7 days more, it means a heavy expendi- 
ture of money and loss of time. I hope good sense will prevail on both 
sides. I am trying for my part to accommodate the Opposition in 
every possible way. If it is possible by, say, 4 o’clock or 6 o’clock 
to-morrow to give notice of all amendments, then I can get them 

cyclostyled and we can meet at 0-30 p.m. on that day. 

• 

Mr. JOCE8H CHAN0RA GUPTA. It is not a question only of 
getting the amendments cyclostyled. The substantial amendment 
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that has'been made in the Upper House requires careful consideration 
by members of the party. It is very difficult to give on the floor of 
the House a whip on amendments on such important issues. There- 
fore, it will be necessary, after the amendments are sent, that the 
parties may meet and then they may decide whicl^ amendments they 
would support and which amendments they would oppose. Govern- 
ment had considered it and the Government party are in a favourable 
position, because they know their minds as they have brought forward 
this Bill, and we are not in that position. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: To cut short the debate, will it be satisfactory 
if we take the Bill on Friday and fix the whole of to-morrow* for 
notice of amendments P 

(Cries of “Monday! Monday!” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, if the Opposition wants more 
time and does not mind the expenditure of public money, Government 
will have no objection. t 

Dr. NALINAK8H|A 8ANYAL: Will the honourable Whip of the 
Government party give up his salary if he is so anxious to save public 
money? I submit that we are not going to have any relaxation of 
the rules on such grounds. The rules are for the protection of the 
rights of the Opposition in particular and after the challenge of the 
Chief Minister we do stand strictly on the rules of the Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let the rules be strictly 
followed. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. Sir, there will be saving of time 
if we consider the amendments in our party meetings. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What will be the convenient time? 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Monday, Sir. so that in two 

days’ time we may finish considering the amendments. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am still making an appeal to both sides. If 
you can make it Friday, it will be better. I Jtnow people’s capacity, 
and I know what can be done. In view bfithat, I hope that the 
suggestion will be considered. Let us have it on Friday. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Without making a prece- 
dent, we are prepared to consider, but after the heat that has been 
generated, it is very difficult for me to tell anything personally. 
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Mr. tPEAVER: I am very sorry that in tHis matter there has not 
been an effort to come to a mutual understanding. It .cannot be said 
that this is a Bill which is of such a nature that within half an 
hour’s notice a party can come to a decision. It is a very heavy Bill, 
and in view of the fatft tEatf it is only to-day that the members have 
got notice, it js quite legitimate that" people will think that the time 
is very, very short indeed. If I could send out a copy of the Bill 
yesterday night, I could have considered this matter. But in any 
cose, it is no use talking over this matter. What I feel is that if- it 
is possible to take it up on Friday, it would be very desirable. After 
all, the Whips have come to an agreement and let us stick to it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We did not come to any agree- 
ment, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not talking to you; I am talking to Mr. 
J. C. Gupta. 

Mr. M.*SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: What is the difficulty to fix 
it up on Monday? Government won't object. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no objection. Plainly speaking, if it 
is taken up on Monday, there is no difficulty, but the only thing is, 
it will mean an expenditure of about at least Kb. 15,000. 

Mr, M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Responsibility for that doe* 
not lie with us. It is with the Government. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Government should know their 
responsibility. They have treated us very shabbily in the ease oi> 
Motor Vehicles Rules. We are not going to put up with this kind 
of treatment on every occasion. We have already saved three extra 
sittings by sitting for three nights. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In view of this uncertain attitude, I think it is 
my duty to take the responsibility on myself and I have no hesitation 
in doing that. In view of the fact that we have already come to an 
arrangement after discussion, it will be taken up day after to-morrow 
provided notice is issued by to-morrow evening. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDOtN AHMED: With whom the arrangement 
was made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was discussed in the House and that was the 
arrangement that was agreed to. 

(Cries of “Ng, Sir! No, Sir!” from the Opposition Benches.) 
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Mr. SPEAKERS If that is so, I am quite prepared to waive the 
usual notice. . * 

Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If Government wants it, why 
should we not P x ' ■* ^ 4 

Th6 Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Government do not want it. 

Government are not afraid. They have a majority of votes. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: On a point of information, Sir. 
^ *t f t i ^morw wtn* cm wt| fa| ^8 ntsfoa 

fll WWl??! CltC*l (XIA* ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No decision has yet been arrived at. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On the previous day, 
after I finished my speech, there was an adjournment motion. That 
was the position on the 16th February. But after Government 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, before we 
proceed on to non-official business, may I suggest a compromise? 
If Monday will satisfy my friends opposite, I have no objection. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, what the Hou’ble the Reve- 
nue Minister said just now will satisfy us. 


(After a pause.) 

Sir, what has happened to the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister? 
(Laughter.) He does not say anything. 

Mr 8PEAKER: I would appeal to the House that if it is possible, 
let us finish it on Friday evening. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let the proposal come 
from Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why ydu are going to abrogate 
the rules, Sir, I cannot quite understand, when the Chief Minister 
himself does nqt want it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is entirely *uj concern, and as such it is a 
matter for my consideration and nobody else *8. 
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Of. NALINAK8JJA 8ANYAJ.I It is ei^irely ih^ concern, Bir, 
to see to the rules being followed. ** * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: My ^decision in this case is entirely my concern 
as to whether I shall abrogate the rules or not. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister hajring applied the gagging under the Defence of Inilia 
Rules to the* Revenue Minister, I think we can proceed with -out * 
business now and then we shall see. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 think, Mhose 
rules are for gagging the honourable member's supporters. (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I propose to do in the matter is to consult 
Mr. Gupta, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed and the Hon’ble Minister. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, it is the right of every 
member 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Nobody has au> riglit to say anything when I 
am on my legs. And if you take up this attitude persistently, 1 know 
what step is to be taken. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: He has absolutely no right 
to speak . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Under section 16 of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly Procedure Rules I hold that Dr. Sanyal's conduct is grossly 
disorderly, and I ask him to withdraw from the House. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBER8’ BILL8. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have got a point 

of order in respect of a motion. May I raise it now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You 'will please note 
that there is a motion for tecfteulation of my Bill. What I beg to 
submit is* that the motion for recirculation is highly improper and 
inadmissible el this stage. I would invite your attention to rule 52. 
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If >ou pjease direct yous* attention a^sub-rule (2) of rule 52, you will 
find that at*this«atage no amendm$njt may be movecf except that provided 
^or expressly laid down in* the ^ sub-rule 4 , viz. — “if the n^emb^r in 
charge of the Bill moves that the Bill* be ^referred to a jjelect com- 

* mitteft, any member may "'mote- as an aipindment tha$* ther" Bill 

be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion.* The^vprd in the 
rule i» “circulated” and not “recirculated. ” ' * 

4 * * 

* Now, Sir, I bep to submit ^hat this rule 4 »b— — 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY S I can assure 

my “honourable friend that I am not going to move any amendment. 

If heiresses his Bill, we shall vote. }rim down. 

* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I am not gbing to ha 
»y rowed down by the Hon’ble Minister’s threats. I know he has no 
reason behind him, he has Only got his supporters. I challenge him 
to do his worst. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy, I did not expect such conduct from 
you. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am extremely 
sorry, Sir. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the submission 1 
am going to make is this 

Dr. 8ANAULLAH : On a point of order, Sir. Under rule 20(J)(c) 
a Bill originating in the Council which has been sent to the Assembly 
has relative precedence over other Bills. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The arrangement of the business is determined 
by ballot, and after the balloting is finished a Bill has to take its 
chance. ** 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On the 16th February I 

spoke in support of my motion for referring my Bill to the proposed 
select committee. Sir, a motion for recirculation was tabled on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, on that date. But it has 
now been given out by Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that he is not going 
to move the motion for recirculation. Of course, he is welcome to 
oppose my motion if he likes. 

Th4*Mef»’bla Sir BUOY PRA8AD BfilCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion which has been moved by Rai Harendra Nath OhAa- 
dhuri^on the following grounds. Sir, Rai Harendra Njtfth ChaudhurPl 
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main arguments were that under^section 18 Government were mw* 
mitted to give the sfltae facilities'* to people not direct^ connected with 
industry or labour if additional sells we^j provided in a particular 
municipality. Now, would in this cohueotiop draw the attention , of 
the fcwfd ufabla meaaber^nnd of the HonleHo ^section 18 of ilia Act, 
Section 18^bf the A^t provides that Government in the special cirtqjm- 
stances of 11 £f jjaatibttlar municipality which owes its Existence* or nts 
prominencl to a particular industry wquld be entitled^ to give^adequute 
representf^®)* to thafHnduatry either through nomination^ or by addi- 
tional elected seats. That was the object of section 18 and in sub- 
clause ( b ) of clause (/) of that section it was provided 'that the inhabi- 
tants who ^are not directly concerned with such industry dr industries 
should also be given representation at the discretion of Government by 
forme tion<|>f electoral constituencies for such inhabitants. My friend’s 
^ffoposal amounts to this, that wherever Government would provide 
additional-seats for the representation of a special industry or labour, 
they should also provide additional scats or additional constituencies for 
people who ure # npt directly connected with the industry or labour. 
'J’hat is his proposal in the Bill. I venture to think, Sir, that there is 
absolutely no justification for such a proposal and my grounds are 
these. 

First i)f all, in view of the tact that Government in the Act of 1932 
reduced the franchise almost to a minimum and did away with plural 
voting, there is no apprehension of people not connected with industry 
or labour mot being represented on the lxmrd of the municipality. 
Moreover, Government can appoint their representatives or can allow 
the people who are not connected with industry or labour to be repre- 
sented by delimiting special constituencies, but that is not compul- 
sory. If they find that there is any apprehension of the people not 
connected with industry or labour going unrepresented, they can 
al way ^delimit special constituencies for them, hut not otherwise. But 
my friend now wants to suggest that it should be always compulsory 
and the two things must he going simultaneously. Sir, this is his 
proposal. T feel, Sir, that there is no justification for the apprehen- 
sion and moreover, if my honourable friend’s proposal is accepted, it 
will neutralise the main principle of section 18, namely, special repre- 
sentation to industry or labour on account of which the municipalities 
concerned have come into prominence. Now, take for instance the 
municipaifty of Bhatpara or the municipality of Kamarhati. These 
municipalities are mainly mill municipalities. The prominence of 
these municipalities, the financial prosperity of these municipalities, are 
mainly due to the existence of industries, and it is only meet and 
proper that these industries or these interests should get adeqqjft#* repre- 
sentation sm the municipalities. My honourable friend’s proposal 
would amount to this, that, instead of getting additional repr<Aet4ktion, 
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the%additional representation that is provided for in sub-section ( 2 ) of 
section F would-be neutralised and bdth the special interests as well as 
the ordinary inhabitants no| connoted ijith industries are to be given 
equal chances. Six, th^t is really abrogating 4b e principle on %hich 
^ection 18 is based.' So, with jtbese few* words I oppose tl*e* Itfotipn. 

+: ,;** i '* - *J 

* RaT HAREADRA NAtH CHAUDHURI : Sir, it «s unfortunate 

that thefe are some people in this world who pan^easily forget their 
old selves* and I am very sorry to find that my honourable friend Sir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy is one of them. He was the sponsor of the 
Municipal JBill of 1932 — that was the Bill which was enacted into 
the Bengal "Municipal Act of that year. In moving clause* 17 of that 
Bill, which was the section 18 of the Act of 1932 and not sectiod 18 as it 
appears in the Act as amended by the Act of 1936, Sir Bfjoy Prasad 
, Singh Boy — not of course as a member of the present Coalition Cabinet 
but as a member of a Cabinet of a different hue* and complexion — 
delivered himself thus: “Clause 17” — that is the original section 18 — 
“divides itself into throe parts. In the first it is proposed that Govern- 
ment should have power to form special constituencies for industries 
and labour and allow fhe representation of industry and labour through 
nomination. Then, there is another clause — clause ^-^which provides 
for the representation of people unconnected either with industry Or 
labour.” Then he went on, “In municipalities like Bhatpara and 
Kanchrupara where there are original inhabitants of these places 
unconnected with industry or labour it is their standing grievance that 
they go unrepresented in the municipalities of their own places, and it 
is for the removal of this grievance that this clause has been put in.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I will ask 
my honourable friend to continue for a few lines more. He^iias pot 
put the whole case before the House. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: All right, | atop here. 
You please read out what you like. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Since the 
honourable member does not wish to read further* may I dg so, Sir, 
with your permission ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If he yields, then only you may read out. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, m y friend 
wants to make out that I admitted in that* Bill the necessitp for special 
representation — — 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE! Sir, the Hon’ble Minuter can only 
read out the extract, hut he cannot make a speech. • * 

V «► 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD8INCH «OY< All right, Sir, 
I shall only read out. What I then said Vas this: ‘"Then there is 
another clause which provides for the representation of people uncon- 
nected either with industry or labour. In mtmicipalities like Bhatpara 
and Kanchrapara wjaiere there were original inhabitants of these places 
unconnected with industry or labour it is their standing grievance 
that they go unrepresented in the municipalities of their own places, 
and it is for the removal of such grievance that, this clause has been 
put in.” 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Rai Hureudra Nath Chaudhuri 
has already read out this portion. 

*• *«•* 

The Hon’lgle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Now follows 
what I wanted him to read out : “With the lowering of the franchise and 
the removal of plural voting, industries will find it extremely difficult 
to secure representation on municipalities, and I would ask the House to 
bear in mind that* municipalities like Bhatpara and Kanchrapara owe 
th^ir prosperity entirely to the jute mills and other industries. So it 
is only meet and proper that they should be given sufficient voice in 
the administration of these places. Government is morally bound to 
provide sufficient safeguards tor them, and cannot leave things merely 

to chance.** * 

* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, yes, that is all, 
that is all. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that both sides are quite happy over this ! 

Rpi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is that all? That 
portion simply explains why additional nomination was provided for 
in section*!#; that had nothing to do with sub-clause (id) of clause (1) 
or with clause (2) which 4 stood apart. 

The Hon’ble 8i*8l JOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. 

* «* 4i 

Rai hArENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You cannot misinter- 
pret things on record. That portion only explained why in industrial 
municipalities additional nomination to the extent of 50 per cent, 
should bif* given and nothing more> • 

H* H«0W« Sir BIJOY fa ASAD SINCH ROY : Section 18 con- 
templates both nomination and election. * 
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Rai HAAENORA NATH CHAUOHURI: Yes, nomination for 

industries and' labour and election for non-industrial section of the 
people. Bead the original section. K 

*• t 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: You read it out; 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Tfie original section 
was — I am reading out the relevant portions — 

“18. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 16 the Local 

Government may 

(i) increase the number of appointed commissioners beyond the pro- 
portion mentioned in that section in order r to secure tbt 
proper, representation of' such industry or industries and 

the labour employed therein, or if it appears expedient 

constitute industrial constituencies for the representation of 
industries and labour: r 

Provided that the number of commissioners to be appointed by 
the Local Government shall in no case exceed one half of 
the total number of the commissioners of4he municipality.” 

% 

Then, Sir, came in sub-clause (ii) relating to constituencies for non- 
industrial section of the people — 

“(u) prpvide for the representation of the inhabitants who are not 
directly, connected with such industry or industries by the 
formation of electoral constituencies for such inhabi- 
tants.” 

That portion which Sir Bijoy referred to in his old speech explained 
why additional nomination to the extent of 50 per cent, should be 
given. 

> * - 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Whereto you get 
nomination? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: T%t is in section 18(f) 
(t). But there was no such thing as “or” intervening ^tween the 
provision for the representation of industry and labour and that for the 
representation of the non-industrial people. “Or” was introduced by 
the amending Act. The original section 18 provided that in the cases 
of industrial municipalities where 'Government would mcreffte the re- 
presentation of industry and labour or, the number of Aominated 
commissioners to 50 per cent., they would in such cases constitute It the 
same tiftie electoral constituencies for the original inhabitants of the 
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place, #ad that was explained by Sir Bijoy Prasad himself in these 
words; “In the first clause it is proposed that Government should have 
power to form special constituencies for industries and labour and allow 
'the representation of industries and labour and thrq^igh nomination . 9f 
There was in contemplation not only the representation of industries 
and labour through nomination, but there was the provision in the 
original Act to constitute special constituencies for industries and 
labour. It meant necessarily that the general constituencies in that 
case would have been left only to or constituted only by the original 
inhabitants of the locality, t.e., the people unconnected witli industry 
and labour. Sir, that original scheme was interfered with and was 
altered by the Amending Act of 1986 and constitution of separate con- 
stituencies for industries and labour was made a condition precedent to 
the delimitation of constituencies for original inhabitants of the areas 
after the amendment of 1936. That was not contemplated by the 
original Act of 1932 which meant to remedy the long-standing grievance 
of the original inhabitants, as Sir Bijoy himself announced by the for- 
mation of exclusive electoral constituencies for them. In the original 
Act the only condition precedent to t he constitution of separate consti- 
tuencies for the general inhabitants of an industrial area wus enlarged 
representation of industry and labour whether by nomination or other- 
wise. But now, taking advantage of the umended sub-section (7), 
which gives the Government, option to constitute or not to constitute 
separate constituencies for industrial as well as non-industrial people, 
Government are giving industries and labour enlarged representation, 
by way of additional nominated seats, to the extent of 50 per cent, of the 
strength of a municipal board, and are yet refusing to constitute separate 
electoral constituencies for the original inhabitants of the locality. It. 
is, therefore. Sir, that the old grievance to which Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy referred remains unremedied and while Sir Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy has not been able to make good his original promise to the 
non-industrial inhabitants of such areas, I am quite astounded to find 
therefore that he has turned his coat so soon. Not only that. Under 
tlie section as it stands amended now, even courts are unable to give 
relief. The rate-payers of the Garulia Municipality instituted a case 
that there should have been constituencies delimited for the original 
inlpibitants of the place in view of the provision made in section 18. 
That case went upwto the High Court. The learned Judge who heard 
the appeal s felt that there was justification for constituting separate 
constituencies for the original inhabitants of the place, yet he could 
not uphold their contention in view of the faulty framing of section 18. 
With your permission I would like to read certain portions from the 
judgment of the High Court : "It is a fundamental* rule of construc- 
tion” said Justice Mitter, "that where the meaning of a slatute is plain 
and clear, *Courts have nothing to do with its policy or impolicy, its 
justice or injustice, its being framed according to its own- 1 views of 

n 
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right or the contrary If the Legislature intended that in muni- 

cipalities notified under section 18, special non-industrial constituen- 
cies must be in all cases set up, at least in respect to a part thereof, it 
could have easily expressed the said intention by enacting the provi- 
sions of clause (it) as a provise to clause ( i ) or could have added the 
words ‘and shair before the word ‘provide* in clause (it),*' 

I have drafted the Bill on the lines indicated in the judgment of 
Mr. Justice Mitter. I have framed the Bill in pursuance of the second 
alternative suggestion thrown out by the learned Judge. The reason- 
ableness of my proposition is apparent, viz., that when extra represen- 
tation is given to industries and labour by way of nomination to the 
extedt of 50 per cent, of the number of members of a municipal board, 
then separate constituencies should also be constituted to provide for 
adequate representation of the original inhabitants ofHhe place. The 
reasonableness of the proposition has been admitted and my Bill has 
been approved by most of the municipalities and persons that have taken 
care to express their opinions in respect of this Bill. If you refer 
to the collection of opinions, you will find that altogether 82 opinions 
have been collected; and of the 44 municipalities that have expressed 
their opinions, as many as 39 have expressed themselves in favour of 
my Bill. Not only that; of the 12 bodies, other than 
municipalities, that have expressed their opinions only two have 
disapproved of my Bill while 10 have supported the Bill. Of 
26 officials, District Magistrates and Commissioners of Divisions, 
that have expressed their opinions, 12 have supported my Bill and 
one more has given his qualified approval. Therefore, Sir, I stand 
here with the fullest satisfaction that my Bill has been' Overwhelmingly 
supported by public opinion outside this party-ridden Chamber. 
If Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy would persist in his irrational endeavour 
to oppose the Bill, he is welcome to do that. ITc has an unholy combi- 
nation of purties behind him and he can have the Bill rejected. But 
then he will not be in u position to claim that his is a popular Govern- 
ment after having ignored the overwhelming expression of popular 
opinion in favour of this Bill. 

Sir, as regards the date, I suggest that it should he 30th June, 1940, 
instead of 7th March 1940. 

Mr. 8PE1AKER: Yes, I accept this short-notice amendment and 
exclude the name of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad 
whose consent has not been received. 

The amended motion of Rai Hnrendra Nath Chaudhuri that the 
Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a select 
committee consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

(2) ftr. K. Nooruddin, 
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(3) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(6) Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, 

(6) Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 

(7) Mr. Nikarendu Dutta Mazuindar, 

(8) Mr. G. Morgan, 

(9) Maharaja Saslii Kantn Aeharyya Choudhury of Muktagacha, 

Mymensingh, and 

(10) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1940, and 
that the quoruii of the select committee be fixed at five, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 63. 


Aka Haaala larkar, Maahrl. 

Afral Fazl. Mr. Mk. 

Afcaat Kkaa, Mr. tv*. 

Arlaukkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Baaarft, Mr. P. 

Baatrjaa, Mr. PraaMtka Nath. 
Baaarjl, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Baraia. taka Praaikari. 

Barman, Baka Skyama Praaak. - 
Barman. Baka Uptakra Hitk. 
Bkaarmlk, Dr. Bablaka Okaakra. 
Bitaraa, Baka Laktkml Narayaa. 
Bttwai. Mr. laraakra Natk. 

Baaa, Mr. karat Okaakra. 
Okakrakarty, Mr. katlakra Natk. 
Okattapakkyay, Mr. Harlpaka. 
Okaakkarl, Ral Hartakra Natk. 
Das, Mr. Moamokaa. 

Daa Bapta, Baka Kkaftakra Natk. 
Daa Bapta, Irijat Naraakra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dkiraakra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Hartakra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta Bapta. Min Mira. 

Datta Maiaaikar, Mr. Nikaraaka. 
CaMakal Na^aa, Kail. 

Baafaly, Mr. P ratal Okaakra. 
Bfcaaa, Mr. Atal Krtakaa. 
Blaaakkla Akawk, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. kafasfc Oaaakra. 

kalaa, Mr. I. D. 

kaaak AH MaJaaMar, Maahri. 


Kkaa, Mr. Dtkaakra Lai. 

Kaaiar, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Maltra, Mr. laraakra Makaa. 

MaJI, Mr. Akaalta Kaaiar. 

Majaiakar, Mr*. Haaiaprava* 

Mai, Mr. laarar Okaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. AaMta Lai. 

Maalranaaian lalaaiakakl, Maalaaa Mk. 
Maakal Haaala, Mr. 

MakkarJI, Dr. tkarat Okaakra. 

Mallkk, trtjat Aakataak. 

Naakar, Mr. Haai Okaakra. 

Pala, Mr. Baraka Praaaaaa. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tarlaiekaraa. 

Naailiakkia Akaiak, Mr. 

Ray Okaukkary, Mr. Biraakra Kiakara. 
Ray, Mr.Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaalkrlakaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiikerl PatJ. 
laayal, Mr. iaaaaka flakkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

•aa, Baka NafaaJra Natk. 
laa, Ral Bakakar kagaak Okaakra. 
Ikakakali, Mr. 

•kaatsakkla Akaiak, Mr. M. 

•Ia|ka, Baka Kakatra Natk. 

•iaka, Srijat Maatakra Bkaaaa. 

•ar, Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 

Waliar Rakaiaa, Maahri. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES — 114. 
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AM«r Rasbool, Maatvi M 4 . 

AMk Rauf, Khan SahibJIaufvi I. 

AMar Rtnak, Maalvi. 

AMm ItaHN, Maalvi Ml. 

AMlar Kata Chowlhary, Khaa Bahalar Maalvl. 
AM Haabim, Maatvi. 

AM HoMla, Ahmal, Mr. 

AM Qaaiom, Maatvi. 

Aftab Moaaln Joarlar, Maalvl. 

Afcawl All Enayotparl, Khan Bahalar Maalana. 
Abmol All Mrilba, Maalvl. 

Aliaial Hotain, Mr. 

AlfaialHa Ahmal, Khan Bahalar Maalvl. 
Amlaaltah, Khan tahll Maalvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvl Ml. 

Aaararal Atim, Khan Bahalar Ml. 

AihrafaH, Mr. M. 

Aalal Hawain Khan, Manlvi. 

Aahar Ali, Maalvl. 

Balrallaja, Mr. lyol. 

Baaa, Mr. Jatinlra Nath. 

Dm, Mr. Anukal Chanlra. 

Dai. Bai lahib Kirlt Bhutan. 

Dan, Baba Dabanlra Nath. 

Ilbar, Mr. Uponlranath. 

Partial Baaa Ohowlhury, Mr. M. 

Partial Sana Khanam, Bopam. 

Pastal Hup, tha Hon’hlo Mr. A. K. 

Paxlul Q nadir, Khan Bahalar Maalvl. 

Paslar Rahman, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Pailar Rahman, Mr. (Mymonilnph). 

Praaah, Mr. P. M. 

•alam larwar Ntaalnl, Mr. Ibah lyol. 

Bamaa, Mr. •. a. 

Griffith!, Mr. 0. 

Ryaiullln Ahmal Ohoolhury, AlhalJ. 

HaBiulIln Ohaalhari, Maatvi. 

MamMullia Ahmal, Khan lahib. 

Haaanuuaman, Maulvl Ml. 

Haaham Ali Khan, Kban Bahalar Maalvl. 

Hailna Munhn, Mr*., M. B. E. 

Hatamally lamalar, Khan lahib Maulvl. 
Hawklnpi, Mr. R. 4 . 

Haywod, Mr. Ropon. 

Writ Ahmal Mia, Maulvl. 

Itpahani, Mr. M. A. N. 

latalulilN Ahmal, Khan Bahalar Maalvi. 

laiimaliln Ahmal, Mr. 

Kabirallin Khan, Khan Bahalar Maalvi. 

Kamm All Mina, lahlbiada Kawan Jab lyal. 
Kannaly, Mr. I. «. 

MaBratar, Mr. B. 8. 


MaSxalHa Ahmal, Dr. 

Malamila Ahmal, Maatvi. 

Mala villa Ohavlhvry, Maatvi. 

Mapahro, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabaiiia Ahmal, Kkaa Bahalar Maalvi. 
MaMal, Mr. Banka Bahari. 

MaalaJ, Mr. Birat Chanlra. 

Mamal, Mr. Japat Chanlra. 

Marinlln, Mr. F. I. 

Miliar, Mr. 0. 

Mahammal Ali, Kban Bahalar. 

Maiammal Hap, Maalvl Ml. 

Mahammal Afxai, Khan Sahib Maalvi Syo*. 
Mahammal Ibrahim, Maalvl. 

Mahammal lihasao, Maalvi. 

Mahammal Itrail, Maulvl. 

Mahammal IMlipaa, Khan Bahalar Dr. Syal. 
Mahammal Salalman. Khan Sahib Maalvi. 

Mallick, tha Hon'Ma Mr. MakaMa Bahary. 
Matharrofl Haataia, th* Hon 'Mo Nawab, Khan 
Bahalar. 

Malta gawtal Napao, Mr. Syal. 

Nanly, tht Hon 'Mo Maharaja Srttcbanlra, ai 
Oamimbaiar. 

Nataraliah, Nawabaala K. 

Nazimuliin, tht Hnn'Mo Khwaja R*r, K.C.I.E. 
Naarallin, Mr. K. 

Barton, Mr. H. R. 

Raikut, tht Hon 'bit Mr. Pratanaa Dab. 

Rajibullin TaraMar, Maalvl. 

Raiaar Rahman, Khan, Mr. 

Roy, tht Hon'bft Sir Bljay Pratal Sinph. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sahabt Alum, Mr. Syol. 

Salarullin Ahmtl, Mr. 

Saflrallin Ahmtl, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sattoon, Mr. R. M. 

Sorajul lilam, Mr. 

Sbahabullin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Sharatullin Ahmtl Khonlkar, Mr. 

Shamtul Hula, Manlana. 

•Irlar, Baku Lltta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 
Sahrawany, tht Hon 'bio Mr. H. 8. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Tamil allin Khan, tht Hna'Mo Mr. 

Tofti Ahmtl Oboulhury, Maalvl Majl. 

Waiktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Walktr, Mr. I. R. 

Youiuf Mina. 

Taint Ali Cboalbary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 03 and the Noes 114, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I must now adjourn the House for prayer. 
(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


^4/ter adjournment.) 

** , w 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say that it was agreed to by all who met 
in my ohamber that the Bill will be taken up on Monday at 4-45 p.m. 
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and Will be finished that day. That means to say that we will have 
no sitting to-morrow, the day after and on Saturday. All amendments 
must come to our office to-morrow by, say, 5 p.m. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939. 


Maulvi ABDUL If AKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939, be taken into consideration. 

9t93t* 5*1*tfo *tt»itwr9 **f*ff9* *1 5lf*91 <««TWt c*l9 

*lfl 55 9i4 **5i 5*w4 * 95 * *ti*9 i <5151*1 *f95it** **iK5* 4»t* 
ft#* 5t5 to i *f>nrt99i « c*l9 to 'Jtrw* iw *f**l fa* 

•noR i to %lfl*i 59fa4 5J* *n* i *£TO* m* 139 5 * ai i attw 

ft?nn *15 to * *wi *f9*tt>i4 st?t i tor?* *w «ti* 5*t»i4 *f** 
4*t* *t?l v» cto to i f** 9t5T«i 5*i* *i*tt* *15 to c9> m «*lt5* 
c>i**t c*19*t« 914 i stif «*lcif9 *fa* 4ts c*** n *tt» « 

■ft* 4»i* <9*i*t T? 5i*i 4f6«. i C5$ 4i*t5T *4 fi* * 19*9 *f9*tf* i 

4f*9t9i 5i*i, anruatfat* «r?f* *to Turn’ll 5tf*9l «i»lt9* 4 c<*c59 

*91 C9 ?f* ^f* C9l4*1 f9*lf* 5 *15ll* *t5t£T* *C*JJ fa*10M 49t *5C*1t9* 
5*1* 54«tf** i trfaiin 9i5trs 5if*9i «t*ic.9 4n59 *t99 *f*cs 
an *11l* <59t 9l5tt* *l5tt99 5£5* *91551 5* £54 *91 *lf* *4 f9*fc *1999 
*f9*tff I 4f*TOJ 5*4«t ; &9 *1C* Revenue Minister 5tf*9l 4(*1C9* 
4c%9 *19«| *f99t9 *9) >«*|5 *5T?I Bill *19*9 *f*9l£f 9 <*9t §5) 4*9 House 
*'$* ?*>* »llTCf | *191***. *4 Bill 9(4 *59193 *91 *l4j*ft 5»t* I 

*trtt* 9*1 »4lTt* *t*tCB 5tf*al «*w *1*1 5C5 5*919 *4w *1tC9 £*4 

4ctot 5*<pii 4* n* 5tr? *t* **16 Bill *1999 **i 54c* i *4sn 919*1 

*91 5^* **4oi^ C9 slffafl awtwa *** 4n*n ^froa *t»u* c*l9 *1*5 
9t| 1 *f* & 9*9 Bill 9*4t99> *199* TO* *151 *4t* *H19 Non-official 
Bill** <TOt*9 59 91 I C5 9t»1 *4* 599 5t*'l Bill Government *1919 
TO* =14 £54*91 *tf* ^4 Bill House** consideration** *91 fUTlf* 1 
£551 919 *t*t* «*R9 9*<C*4 C9 9t£*ft9a1 <H*l9 *T999 *f*9U59 *15t£« 
*95* 9t«m *91 ft*fS tf!4*n*l »9T C*f**1 *1*1 5t£9 I *t519 9C* *4 
f**fS ** lfl4*tt*l *9J C*f**1 9151 4f6* 9* I 4f*9l«0 5lf*91 «»l£99 4*19 
95**1151* 5t*1t* *5* 5^WH I *551* 5*4l9* «9*ft Inquiry Committee 
*5t4*lf*t*9 I *11* *f«*l}* £5 Enquiry Colbmittee’s Report 5*4t5t4f 
fart £*15 *4*1t* | *151 54t5 **l£9l4* *(t*t >W* **4 5T^, Bill *1*1 
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TO TOt* fth&l WTOW TO CfPffl jfl ItfTOS 5t*l I TO 
TO TOW CT fw >ITO TOTO TOTO TO fcft*. ’stfl f^OT wtft 

Sir Bijoy Proiadt* TOOlW f ft Cl TO«J1 ••W Ttfiw *tf J» •«$ 

ft»i8l ftft toi« »j<«m to Jtfro ftrt* i 

^tt»? YtCttp Shah Abdur Rauf ^tCW 4? ft»| TO TOT TOfc amendment 

TOw * ftttiiH i fTO «tro #fMtnp « TOra *atc« to 5 tfro wore 
cn ttiw fttwi «rf«« *ftrt fw&t cTO«l at«i i faft 

fro >tor itn #n fa toih « 4$ fwto* ^to foitfcn ftTO «TO 
*ftw *itw toi *rtft ^fro , itft *ii i to! TOvttw »tv <*r» cTO*»t 
jrottwi *rft*i fafa <n?*n <a«H wtro ^ftiftf* i ftft fror to to 
«TOtitst*ra c«trt ^«i ntfatcisi TOT* *tw >«*i TOfa TOw 

unn fcfaj ?1 srft I TO«W HTft c«l WtTO «fTO ( motion ) 

JfCPMfe*! TOtT*ft8ir Bijoy Prosad *«r®)1 <** ft*l$ «W'5 nww TO 

TOt?l »•« *f* *TO cTOil fltftt 1 ® fal toa TOtra Wtft TO® «ttft I 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
tbereon by the 31st July, 1940. 

Sir, if 30th June will satisfy my friend, I have no objection to 
change the date to 30th June with your permission and with the consent 
of the JJouse. 

(No objection was raised.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th of June, 1940, was then 
put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move under the 
proviso to sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 19 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rules that the Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be 
continued. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg further to move that 
the said Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 3Qth June, 1940. 
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Sif, as a member of the Wakf Board and also as mutwalli of three 
wakfs , I feel that there are various difficulties in the administration of 
the Bengal Wakf Act. The amendments that I have proposed are 
moved with the consent of the Commissioner of Wakfs, and if they are 
accepted, they will facilitate the work of the Bengal Board of Wakfs. 
It is a very important amending Bill and the opinion of the public 
should be ascertained on it. Therefore, I suggest that the motion for 
circulation should be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I do not oppose this 
motion for eliciting public opinion by the 30th June, 1940. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the Bengal Wakf 
(Amendment) Bill, 1937, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1940, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention Bill, 1939. 

Maulvi* AFTAB HOSSAIN JOARDAR: Sir. T to move that 
the Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention Bill, 1939, be taken into 
consideration. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahaduri 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1940. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain* Khan 
Bahadur, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I l»eg to move that the Bengal 
Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 

(2) Mr. Nausher Ali, 

(3) Maulvi Ahmed Hossain, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, 

(5) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(6) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(7) Maulvi Hafizuddin Chowdhury, 

(8) khan Sahib Hatemali Khan, 

<9) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 
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(10) Mr. Abul Hossain Ahmed, 

(11) Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed, 

(12) Mr. Monmohon Das, 

(13) Mr. Cham Chandra Roy, 

(14) Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar, 

(15) Maulvi Md. Ibrahim, 

(16) Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury, and 

(17) the mover. 

with instruction to submit their report by the 30th June, 1940, -and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five. 

Sir, so far as this Bill is concerned, I have given notice of it, 
because, ho far as the present Village Self-Government Art is concerned, 
it appears to me that there are some anomalies. 

From the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it will appear that 
the first thing that I have pressed is election bv secret balloting. Under 
the present system, at a union board election the voters as well as the 
members who seek election — they all sit in the union board * election 
place and the voters have to vote openly and say in the presence of the 
members for whom they are casting their votes. This position creates 
great difficulty, so far as casting of votes is concerned, because on 
account of the influence of the members the voters cannot always 
exercise their votes according to their own wishes. This is a thing, 
Sir, for*which there have been repeated demands from all sides of this 
House. So, to avoid undue influence and coercion in a union board 
election, my first point is that secret balloting should be introduced. 

My second point is this: Under section 20 of the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act it has been provided that, so far as the pay and 
salary of chaukidars and dafadars is concerned, this is determined 
not by the union board though they pay for their salary but by the 
District Magistrate who makes the appointments and who has also 
power to dismiss them. So far as their number is concerned, this also 
is determined by the District Magistrate and uot by the union board. 
Now, this has created an anomalous position. The union board makes 
the entire payment, but they have absolutely no say in the matter of 
appointments or in the matter of dismissal or in the matter as to how 
many chaukidars and dafadars will be sufficient, having regard to their 
financial resources. A peculiar situation arose in the district of 
Mymensingh. Tender section 21 of the Village Self-Government Act, 
there is a provision that the District Magistrate after taking the views 
of the union board may raise the salary of chaukidars and dafadars, 
and without letting the union board know anything in the matter the 
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District Magistrate by one stroke of the pen increased the salary of 
chaukidars from Re. 6 to Rs. 8 a month and that of the. dafadars from 
Rs. 8 to Rs. 10. By this change, the expense of the union board went 
up by Rs. 500 to Rs. 600. That change was made probably in the 
month of February or so, and the union board there made their assess- 
ment in the month of February or in the month of March. Now, the 
board were in very great difficulty. They had to raise their assess- 
ment from Rs. 1,200 to Rs. 1,700 and in some cases from Rs. 2,000 to 
Rs. 2,700, but they were in a very awkward position, because they 
could not meet the additional expenditure by ordinary assessment, nor 
were they able to increase the assessment in such an unusual manner* 
Not only that. Supposing that a union board is satisfied that they 
can go on with 10 chaukidars and 1 dafadar but the District Magistrate 
insists that they are bound to keep 15 chaukidars and 3 dafadars, what 
will happen? The District Magistrate’s wishes will have to be given 
effect to, though t lie union board may represent that they can go on 
with 10 chaukidars and 1 dafadar. Moreover, the funds at their 
disposal hawe to meet the demand made by the District Magistrate, 
because the statutory power lies with the District Magistrate and the 
union hoard is absolutely helpless in the matter. If their words are 
not heeded, they cannot press further. So, it is quite reasonable, it 
is quite fair, and it is quite equitable that union boards should be 
given a free hand in making their own appointments and also in 
dismissing their own officers. 

Now’, there is another point, Sir. In the matter of making appoint- 
ments, though the statute has vested this power on District Magis- 
trates, practically District Magistrates know' nothing about it. 
What is actually done is that the union board makes a nomination, 
then it goes for approval to the Subdivision al Officer through the officer 
in charge of the thana. The prospective candidate has to pay some- 
thing to the officer in charge; then the matter goes to the appointing 
clerk of the Subdivisional Officer and there also he has to make some 
other payment and then after it has been approved by the Subdivi- 
eional Officer it goes to the District Magistrate. A poor ehaukidar who 
gets only Rs. 6 a month has to spend in this way not less than Rs. 30 
or Rs. 40 and in some cases even Rs. 50 and even then he is not sure 
of his appointment. Somebody who makes better payment may get 
the appointment. From this point of view, this system should be 
given a go-bye as early as possible. 

So far as dismissal is concerned, because the union board has no 
power in *the matter, tbe dafadars and chaukidars are more obedient 
to the officer in charge than to the union board president, because they 
know that even if the union board president makes a recommendation 
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that such and such chaukidars and dafadars should be dismissed, they 
,, may not ultimately be dismissed. They know their position that they 
cannot be dismissed by the union board president though they are paid 
by the union*board and so they do not care so much for the president 
as they do for the officer in charge who has got a hand in the matter. 

There is another point, Sir. So far as the number of chaukidars 
and dafadars is concerned, I think everybody will agree that when I 
make the payment I should be allowed to decide and say: “This is my 
budget; this is my financial position, and I can manage my own affairs 
with so many chaukidars and dafadars’* and that no outside influence 
should come and affect my own decision. There is another point. So 
far as the appointment of the union board clerks is concerned, that 
has to be approved by the local board though the local board does not 
know anything about these people, nor has it got any opportunity of 
knowing about the merits or demerits of these union board clerks. 
The appointments made by the union board have to be approved either 
by the local board where there is one or by the district board. And 
their appointment is kept pending till it is finally approved either by 
the local board or by the district board. I think this is unnecessary 
and undesirable. There is also another point. So far as the punish- 
ment of the dafadars and chaukidars is concerned, if the punishment 
exceeds more than one month or so, then it cannot be dealt with by the 
local board, but must be dealt with by the District Magistrate. So 
far as the decision of the union board benches is concerned, an appeal 
lies to the Subdivisional Magistrate, but so far as the union boards 
are concerned, an appeal does not lie to the Subdivisional Magistrate, 
but to the District Judge. The poor litigant will have to go to the 
District Judge’s Court for altering or revising the decision of the union 
board. My proposal is this that, as it has been already provided that 
an appeal should lie to the Subdivisional Magistrate, from the decision 
of this bench, so a similar appeal should lie to the Subdivisional Munsif 
from the decision of the union board, so that the ordinary public may 
go there and try to test the validity of the decision of the union board. 

Then again, Sir, so far as section 37(a) is concerned, it provides 
that with regard to salaries and equipment the local government may 
contribute, that is, may make a contribution, if any ; but, Sir, though 
that section is here, yet up till now there has been no contribution yet 
made to the union board and that section has been rendered absolutely 
nugatory and has become a dead letter. I think Government should 
not keep it in that way, I have made it mandatory that Government 
must make some contribution whatever may be the amount. Then 
again, Sir, there is the proviso to the present section 45 of the Act 
which says that the union boards may make assessment to increase 
their assessment under section 37(6) and unless they make an increased 
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assessment under this section they would not be entitled to a grant 
from the district board. The Circle Officer insists very much on the 
union board making an increased assessment under section 37(b), 
otherwise these boards would be debarred from getting any contribution 
from the district boards, but the House will be surprised to hear that 
the district board’s contribution is negligible. The union board’s 
increased assessment is much more higher than that. They bear no 
ratio or proportion to the contribution that is being made by the district 
board. If the union board increase their assessment by Its. 300, it 
may get Rp. 25; if it be Rs. 1(X) or Rs. 50 then also it will be Rs. 25. 
So my suggestion will be that this should be in proportion to the 
increase under section 37(b). So I would request the Ilon’ble Minister 
that he should accept my amendment. Government may say that they 
have appointed a special officer to go into all these various questions. 
So far as this is concerned, my submission is this that from the 
questionnaire that has been isued, it does not appear that the special 
officer’s attention has been drawn to all the points raised in my Bill. 
So I think # tlie special officer should give more attention to this 
question. 


Khan Bahadur ANWARUL AZIM: I thank you, Sir, for giving 
me an opportunity to take an extempore part in the discussion of this 
Bill proposed by my friend Maulvi Md. Israil. It seems, however, 
that if we have to consider at this stage all the aspects of this Bill, 
it would be practically to hoodwink the issues which are being so very 
seriously considered by the Chaukidari Committee which was appointed 
by the Government a couple of years ago. Sir, as one who has 
been on this Committee at its later stages, I feel that it will not 
be right, and if I may put it a little more mildy, it would be rather 
the height of injustice on the part of this House if they passed any 
decision at this stage on the Bill moved by my friend. What my 
friend has proposed in this Bill is that there should be some 
system in regard to the appointment of chaukidars, their pay and 
their equipments and things of that nature, and that if there is 
anything in their status involving expenditure who is to pay for 
them, etc. These are exactly the matters which are now being 
enquired into by the Chaukidari Committee. That committee has 
reached the final stage of its deliberations, and I think it will be just 
and proper that this non-official measure should wait till their report 
is out. I am certain that the Government member who will reply to 
the motion presently will reply on these lines, and I $o not think it 
necessary Sot me to speak further beyond pointing out that as these 
identical matters have been entrusted to a committee appointed by the 
Government we need not anticipate their decisions. » 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that tl)e Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
31st December, 1940. 

Sir, the honourable member in moving his motion has clearly 
explained the provisions of his Bill and there is no doubt that the Bill 
incorporates very far-reaching changes, such as the introduction of 
the ballot system in union board elections, doing away with nomina- 
tion, the change of authority in regard to the appointment and 
dismissal of daffadars and chaukidars and there are several other such 
proposals in his Bill which require very careful consideration. Govern- 
ment have appointed a special officer — as the honourable member 
in his speech anticipated my reply on this point — and that special 
officer is going into the first two points, namely, the introduction of 
the ballot system and the abolition of nomination on the union boards. 
Government also appointed a Chaukidari Committee about a couple 
of years ago. This committee made extensive tours, collected public 
opinion and are still considering the questions referred to.it. Govern- 
ment have not yet received its recommendations. So under these 
circumstances I do not think the House will be justified in committing 
itself to the principles of the Bill by referring it to a select committee. 
With these few r words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. I have no objection, however, in changing the date 
within which the public opinion is to be obtained from the 31st 
December, 1940, to the 30th of June, 1940. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy (moved on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Kliwaju Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca) 
that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 19.39, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th 
June, 1940, was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES -100. 


AM*I Aita, Maulaita Ml. 

AMal Halt, Mr. Mina. 

AMul Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMul Naknm, Mr. 

AMal Hakim, Maalvi. 

AMul HamM. Mr. A. M. 

AMal HamM I hah, Maalvi 
AMal dahhar, Maalvi. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Lattf Btawat, Maalvi. 

AMal Ma|M, Mr. Ip*. 

AMar Raima*, Kkaa takaiar A. F. M. 

AMar RathaM, Maaty M*. 

AMar Raal, Kkaa lakll Maalvi t. 

AMar Raank, Maalvi. 

AMas thahaM, Maahri M*. 

AkMar Rut ttawdhary, Kkaa R aM dar Maalvi 
Aka! Mamma, Maalvi 


AMI Natal* Ahmad, Mr. 

Afcal Qaaiam, Maalvi. 

Ahmad All Enayatparl, Khan Bakadar MaaJaaa. 
Ahmad All Mrtaka, Maalvi 
Ahmad, Haaaia, Mr. 

Alfaxaddia Ahmad, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvi. 

Amir AN Mia, Maalvi Md. 

Aawaral Asiat, Kkaa Bakadar Md. 

AihrafiH, Mr. M. 

Aalad Haaaaia Kkaa, Maalvi 
Aikar AN, Maalvi. 

Rant AH, Mr. Md. 

•aaa, Mr. datfadra Ratal. 

Btevat, Mr. Batik Lai 
Daa, Mr. Aaafcal Okaadra. 

Daa, Ral tahtt KWt Rka-a. 

Paaa, Baka Di Mad ra RaMi 
Edkar, Mr. Wp ai naa lfc. 
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Fartatf Ran flfcnrffmx Mr. M. 
fallal Ha* Ha Haa*M« Mr. A. K. 

Filial Qaailr, Khu BiMar Maalvi. 

FaMar Raton* Mr. (Dam). 

Fa Mar Rabmaa, Mr. (Myrneastagb). 

Belam tarvar Mesaiai, Mr. Ihih Byab. 

Beams, Mr. I. A. 

BrHRtba, Mr. 0. 

Byasubbia Abmab Obeabbary, Albab). 
Habiabbin Cbeabburi, Maalvi. 

HamMabbia Abmab, Kbaa SaMb. 
Hasaaaxsamaa, Maalvi Mb. 

Hataaially Jamabar, Kbaa Sabib Maalvi. 
HaytHb, Mr. Regers. 

Maabry, Mr. Davib. 

Ibrts Abmab Mia. Maalvi. 
basimabbia Abmab, Mr. 

Kabirabbin Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Kaiaai All Mina, lahibtaba Kawaa Jab lyes. 
Keaaeby, Mr. I. 0. 

Mafliabbia Abmab, Maalvi. 

Maflxabbla Obaabhary. Maalvi. 

Magaire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab, Mabarajkaaiar Ubay Chant. 
Mabtababbla Abmab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Maabal, Mr. Bank% Babari. 

Maabal. Mr. bagat Cbanbra. 

Mabaaiaiab All, Kbaa Bababar. 

Mabala AH. Mr. Mb. 

Macaaimal Nag, Maalvi Mb. 

Mabaaiaiab Alai, Kban lablb Maalvi Sytb. 
Mabaaiaiab Ibrabiai, Maalvi. 

Mabammab lihataa, Maalvi. 


Mabaaiaiab UraR, Maalvi. 

Mabaaiaiab Hbbi gBa, Kbaa Bbbabar Dr. Syeb. 
MaMck, tba Hea’ble Mr. Makaaba Babary. 
MalUek, Mr. PaUa Babary. 

Masbarru* Haasaia, tba Hea’Me Nawab, Kbaa 
Bababar. 

Mastagawsai Hague, Mr. tyab. 

Naaby. IN Hea’bie Mabaraja Briaebaabra, af 
Cessimbaxar. 

Naaaraltab, Nawabxaba K. 

Naximabbia, tba Hen’Me Kbwaja Sir. K.O.I.I. 
Nartae, Mr. H. R. 

Raiknt, tba Hoa»blt Mr. Prasaana Dab. 

Rajifeabbla Tarafbar. Maalvi. 

Ray, tba Hoa’ble Sir Bijoy Prasab tiagb. 

Ray, Mr. Fatlraai. 

Bahabe Aiam, Mr. Byab. 

Babrvbbia Abmab, Haji. 

Balim, Mr. B. A. 

Bara) wi Warn, Mr. 

Sbababvbbia, Mr. Kbwaja, O.B.K. 

Bbamaabbia Abmab Kbanbkar, Mr. 

SbamiHl H«ba, Maulaaa. 

Blrbar, Baba Utta Maaba. 

8 at ilk, Mr. N. Brabant. 

Bahrawarby, tba Haa’Ma Mr. N. I. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tamil abbin Kban, tba Haa’bla Mr. 

Tefal Abmab Oboabbary, Maalvl Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Walfcar, Mr. i. R. 

Wbitabaab, Mr. R. B. 

Yaiaf All Obaabbary, Mr. 


NOE8-S9. 


Abbal babbar Palwan, Mr. Mb. 

Abbal Wabab, Maalvi. 

Aba Haasaia Sarkar, Maalvi. 

Abal Fail, Mr. Mb. 

Abmab, Kbaa, Mr. Byab. 

Asimabbin Abmab, Mr. 

Baaarji, Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramatba Natb. 

Baaarji^ Mr. Batya Prlya. 

Barma, Baba Prambarl. 

Barman, Baba Sbyama Presab. 
Barmaa, Baba Umbra Natb. 

Bata, Mr. Saataah Kamar. 

Bbawmik, Dr. BaMabra Cbanbra. 
Biswas, Baba La tub mi Narayaa. 
Biswas, Mr. Bartnbra Natb. 

Dm, Mr. taral Cbanbra. 

Obakrabarty, Baba Nartabra Narayaa. 
Obattepabyay, Mr. Haripaba. 
Cbaabbari, Rai Hareabra Natb. 

Das. Baba Rabbaaatb. 

Das, Mr. Maamaba a. 

Das Bapta, Baba Kbagaabra Natb. 
Das Bapta, Brtjat HanebralRath. 
Oatta. Mr. DMraabra Natb. 

DaM, Mr. Hartabra Natb. 

Kmbabaf Hague, Kari. 

Bbeee, Mr. Atat Krisbaa. 

Btasabbia Abmeil, Mr. 

MaswaaM, Mr. TalsIBBaabra. 


Bapta, Mr. Jagesb Obaabra. 

balan, Mr. I. D. 

beaab All Majambar, Maalvi. 

Kban, Mr. Debenbra Latt. 

Kanbe, Mr. Nishitba Natb. 

Maitra, Mr. Bartnbra Mebaa. 

Ma)i, Mr. Abwaita Kumar. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Cbanbra. 

Maabal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Maniraxxaman Islamababi, Maulaaa Mb. 
Magbul Haasaia, Mr. 

MakbsriM. Mr. B. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. Bbarat Cbanbra. 

MalUek, Brtjat Ashatesb. 

Pain, Mr. Baraba Presaana. 

Ramhiabbla Abmab, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Cbara Obaabra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrisbaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Banker. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatba Natb. 

Saayal, Mr. Sataaka Bekbar. 

Sea, Mr. Atal Obaabra. 

IbabebaU, Mr. 

•bamsabbla Abmab, Mr. M. 

Biagba, Baba Ksbetra Natb. 

Slaba, Brtjat Maalabra Btaasaa. 

Bar, Mr. Hartabra Kumar..* 

WaNar Rabmaa, Maalvi. 

Zaana, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 100 and the Noes 59, the motion was carried. 
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Expression of regret by Or. Sanyal. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, may I submit something 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot hear you, you are not a 
member of this House now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I want only to submit 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not going to hear anything from you at 
least for to-day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I am going to submit some- 
thing to-day in that connection 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow you to speak now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I hope if I express my regret 
you will accept it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, of course. I am quite prepared even now 
to accept it; but I cannot allow you to speak now. I may say that 
the proper procedure in a case like this is that somebody on behalf of 
your purty should ask for opening the matter, and I am quite prepared 
to open it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I do not like this matter to 
be regarded as a party matter at all: it is between you and me; and 
if I feel on subsequent consideration that in the circumstances of the 
case I was a bit excited and used improper language and if I now say 
“please do not stand by your order” and request you to withdraw it, 
would you not do it? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, I will be the last person to 
stand in the way of good sense prevailing in you even at this late stage. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I now rise on a point of 
order on another matter? I draw your attention to rule 20 (3)(c) 
which states that with regard to the arrangement of business 

Mr v SPEAKER: I am sorry that question has already been raised 
and decided. 
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Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let me finish my point of 
order. I also draw your attention to rule 75 where it i's stated — “On 
the day on which such motion is made or any subsequent day to which 
the discussion is postponed, the principles of the Bill and its general 
provisions may be discussed, but the details of the Bill must not be 
discussed further than is necessary to explain its principles.” 


A 8 a result of this rule, such a Bill which has come to us from the 
Council, and which was contemplated to be moved to-day by Mr. Datta 
will not be passed unless we have two distinct days for the 
same. In view of that difficulty, may we not request you kindly to 
allow this Bill to be moved at this stage, after some amount of non- 
official business of the other group has been done, so that we may not 
be required to seek two days for getting this Bill through ? 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, my Bill should have 
precedence over all others, otherwise all other proceedings will become 
null and void. Sir, I think no discretion is left to you in this matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : For the time being I do not see any difficulty 
in the Bill being taken up in one day, and I think two days will not 
be necessary. Under rule 52 we can take this Bill into consideration 
on the same day. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if the rule is interpreted 
properly 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, 1 might say that so far as 
this decision is concerned, it involves very great constitutional diffi- 
culty. On the one hand, I am here to see that the rights of 
the Assembly are not jeopardised. The reason why I give that 
interpretation for the time being is that otherwise it would be impos- 
sible for this House to get through any non-official Bill, because if 
the Council passes any Bill — and it is much easier for the Council ter 
pass any non-official Bill than this House — then at any stage our 
non-official Bills will be obstructed by some Bill being passed by the 
other House. This is one constitutional difficulty which I visualise. 
I am not saying this with regard to any particular case only. But 
please do remember that if that is to be the interpretation, then it 
will be possible for the Council to pass any non-official or official Bill 
and obstruct our entire proceedings: that is the constitutional diffi- 
culty which I have in my mind. On the other hand, the practice 
which we have been following is that once our agenda is formed, then 
anything tfhich comes after, that must take place after the business 
on the agendh is finished. Whether that decision is right or wrong 
I am myself in doubt after tbe point has been brought to my notion 
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by Mr. Datta. But this much I can say that the Government of 
India have giYen us good safety, and no irregular procedure can 
invalidate our proceedings. Therefore, right or wrong, our position 
stands and that is what we have done. But I do promise to look into 
this matter. I do, however, certainly feel^ that if the position comes 
to this that it will be impossible for this House to carry any non- 
official Bill because perchance some other Bill may come from the 
other House, then that is a position which this House should seriously 
consider. We are setting up precedents and this may create difficulty 
later on. Who knows that the same relationship which exists to-day 
between the two Houses will continue in future also? So difficulties 
may arise in future. Therefore, for the time being, I do decide that 
the Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939, will be the last 
business on the agenda. 

So far as the question of two days is concerned, my present interpre- 
tation is that it is not necessary; this is my present decision 
and that decision, for the time being, is that two days will not be 
necessary. We are following the same interpretation as we have 
■done in other cases. So there will be no difficulty on that score. 

The Bengal Land Revenue 8ales (Amendment) Bill, 1937. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I beg to move under the proviso to 
sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 19 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure 
Rules that the Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 
be continued. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The 8tate Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals and Stud Bulls, 1937. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: I beg to move under the 
proviso to sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule 19 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Procedure Rtales that the State Provision Bill for Veterinary Hospitals 
and Stud Bulls, 1937, be continued. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Obituary reference. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, just now my attention 
has been drawa by this side of the House (pointing to the Opposition 
Benches) to a very sad incident, viz., that one of our esteemed 
members, Mr. Mahim Chandra Das, has just expired. It is a very 
tragic ‘event, I thought that this session I would be spared the duty 



OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


SS7 


1940. 




of announcing any such melancholy news to the Assembly. The late 
Mr. Dm was on* of the esteemed members of this HQifsei and it was 
only tjh* other day that he participated in the proceedings of this 
House. I hope it is the desire of the members of this House that a 
message of condolence should be sent to the bereaved family. 

As a mark of your assent, will you please rise in your seats? 


(The members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen; necessary steps will be taken to 
send the appropriate message to the bereaved family. 

In view of the circumstances, I do not think it is desirable to 
continue with the business of the House to-night. I therefore adjourn 
the House now. 


Adjournment. 


It being 7-30 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Monday, the 8th April, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


23 
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Pncn&wi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

4 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 8th April, 1940, at 4-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizvl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 8 Hon ’hie Ministers and 220 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Promotions in the offtoe of the Administrator»Ceneral and Ofltoial 
Trustee, Bengal. 

•285. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state how many lower 
grade assistants have been promoted to upper grade posts in the office 
of the Administrator-General and Official Trustee of Bengal from the 
1st April, 1939, up to date? 

( b ) How many of them are Muslims? 

(c) If no Muslim has been promoted, wi’l the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government contemplate filling up future 
vacancies by Muslim candidates only? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LECI8LATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla Nawab Musharruff H ossa in, Khan 

Bahadur): (A) Three. 

(b) None. 

(c) Promotion must be made on merit with due regard to seniority, 
but the question of recruitment to clerical posts in this office is already 
engaging the attention of Government and the orders proposed to be 
issued will, it is hoped, result in the appointment of a larger number of 
Muslims. 

i 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister please say whether in the matter of promo- 
tion from lower grades of services Government contemplate going 
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beyond paragraph 4 of the Government communique of 12th June, 
1939, adhere it is clearly laid down that in the matter of promotion 
the communal ratio shall not apply ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: The answer is given in reply (<*) itself. 


Grants to non-Government Technical Schools. 


*289. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Industries Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing, school by school, for the years 1937-88, 
1938-39 and 1939-40 (up to December, 1939) — 

(i) the grant both recurring and non-recurring awarded to the non- 
Government male and female Technical Schools; 

(it) the total amount spent for development of technicarand indus- 
trial education among the — 

• (1) Muslims, 

(2) Hindus (Taste and Scheduled), 

(3) Christians, and 

(4) Europeans, 

respectively, during the period? 


( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the backwardness of Muslims 
in technical education? 

(c) If so, is the llon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
specifying a sum to be spent annually in recurring and non-recurring 
manner, for the advancement of technical and industrial education in 
schools run purely for Muslims male and female? 


MINISTER in charge of tho AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bla Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) (i) 

Statements 1 and 11 are placed on the Library table. 


(it) 1937-38 

1938- 33 

1939- 40 


Rs. 

5.11.000 

5.90.000 


Actuals. 


6,88,000 Budget. 


No separate statistics showing the expenditure for different com- 
munities are maintained. 

(b) Y<*. 

(e) There at no such proposal before Government at present but I 
•ball consider tbe queetion. • 
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Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will |he Hon’ble Miniate** 

jbe pleased to state whether separate statistics will be maintained. 
different communities in future? £ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, that question 

will be considered, hut I think it will be very difficult to maintain 
such separate statistics. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the principle that Government follow in the* 
matter of distribution of these grants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The general principle 
according to the needs of the institutions and according as to whether 
an institution deserves a grant. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which officer is placed in charge of distribution of 
these grants ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Howrah-Hooghly Flushing and Irrigation 8chomo. 

•290. Begum FARHUT BANO KHANAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to state whether the llowrah-IIooghly Flushing 
and Irrigation Scheme has been prepared? 

.(6) if the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the estimated cost of the scheme; 

(it) the estimated area to be benefited by the scheme; and 

(Hi) the minimum amount which would have to lie levied to meet 
the interest charges, working expenses and sinking fundP 

(<j) Are any steps being taken by Government to ascertain the 
present yield of cro]>s in the area ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what are those steps? 

(e) Are there any data for estimating the probable yield of crope 
after an improvement has been effected by the scheme? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister also be pleased to state whether the 
•cheme is proposed tu be taken up under the Bengal Development Act 
XVI ot 1935? 
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V, (g) 'Sj, so, when d£ the Government expect to be in a position to 
&scjertd$& under section 6 of the Act whether this Houle recommends 
the imposition of an improvement levy P 

, the Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on bohalf of the 
ll in titer in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

(a), (e) and (/) Yes. 

^ (5) (i) About Bs. 3 crores. 

(it) About 4J lakhs of acres. 

(in) About Rs. 5-3 per acre per annum. 

The figures in the reply to parts (it) ami (iii) are based on the rates 
prevailing when the scheme was prepared. 

(d) Crop-cutting experiments in the area were carried out during 
the cold weather of 1938 and 1939 under the supervision of the Director 
of Land Records and Surveys, Bengal, and the results of the experi- 
ments will be examined by statistical experts. Further experiments 
on similar fines will be made during the next two or three years. It 
is hoped that on the information derived from the whole series of 
experiments Government will he in {Missession of unchallengeable figures 
relating to the yield of crops in the area, before the scheme is put into 
execution. 

(c) With a view to ascertaining the post-runal yield in the Damodar 
Canal area crop-cutting experiments have been curried out there for 
4 years. The figures of rainfall at Kurd wan, Kalna, ITooghly, Kerain- 
pore, Howrah, Arambagh and Anita have l>een studied and it has 
been found that the deficiency of rainfall in the area covered by this 
scheme is the same as in the Damodar Canal area. The Damodar 
(’anal area and the area covered by this scheme adjoin each other 
and dhe lands are similar. The post-canal yield in the Damodar Canal 
area worked out on the results of the crop-cutting experiments can 
therefore he taken as a rough basis for estimating the probable yield of 
crop in this area after an improvement has been effected by this scheme. 

(g) I hope to bring the question before the House some time this 
year. 


Grant for Scheduled Caste education. 

•291. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state— 

(i) when the Government sanctioned Rs. 5 lakhs for the education 
* of the Scheduled Castes ; 

(tt) hbto much of that amount has been spent till the 1st January K 

1940; 
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(***) how many times the Advisory Committee for Scheduled Caste 
Education presided over by Dr. Jenkins recommended for 
spending the entire sum with the dates of the meetings mak- 
ing such recommendations; and 

(tv) how many times the recommendations of the Committee have 
been modified by the Government? 

(b) Will the Hdn’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
modifying the recommendations of the Committee? 

(c) Have the Government prepared any scheme for the progressof 
education of the Scheduled Castes of this Province? 

(i d ) If so, what is that scheme? 

(<’) Have the Government taken any advice or opinion of the 
Jenkiu’s Committee for Scheduled Caste education on the matter of 
progress of education of the Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): Go (o During the July session of 
the Assembly, 1938. 

(n) Its. 1,88,991. 

(m), (iv) and (h) Government received the recommendations of 
the Committee for the distribution of the entire sum on one occasion 
only, i.e., in the proceedings of the meeting held on the 28th November, 
1938. They approved some of the recommendations and awaited pro- 
posals for the distribution of the balance of the grant. These proposals 
were submitted to Government afterwards as they matured. The dates 
of the meetings of the Committee making subsequent recommendations 
are given below : — 

3rd meeting held on the 18th March, 1939. 

6th meeting held on the 25th August, 1939. 

Oth meeting held on the 29th November, 1939. 

7th meeting held on the 16th February, 1940. 

Government after careful consideration, modified some of the recom- 
mendations of the Committee made in their meetings held on the 28th 
November, 1938, 18th March, 1939, and 26th August, 1939. Some of 
th*j projKJsals were against the rules. For instance scholarships at the 
Veterinary College were recommended, which College does not fall 
within the Education budget in which the funds were provided. The 
Fecommfndations made by the Committee in their 6th and 7th meetings 
are still under consideration. 
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( c ) No. But Government consider all proposals made by the Advi- 
sory Committee. If a comprehensive scheme is prepared by this Com- 
mittee, they are prepared to consider it. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Yes. 

Ifcr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answers (a) (i>) 
and (b) y will the Hon’ble Chief Minister please say whether the only 
reason for modifying the recommendations of the Committee was that 
they were against the rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is one of the 

reasons. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: How much of the total grant of 
Rs. 5 lakhs was allowed to lapse, liecause the recommendations were 
against the rules ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for awaiting the decision of the meeting of 
the ‘iHth November? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 caunot answer off-hand. 
I 11111.4 have notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: With reference to reply <*>, will 
the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what is the reason for not 
making any scheme whatsoever up till now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government does not 
make any scheme. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: tSir, Government says no scheme 
has been framed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, no scheme has been framed by the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased -to state whether Government have enquired into the matter to 
know the* reason why for such a long period no scheme has been for- 
mulated as yet f * 
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Mr* SPEAKER • That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it arises 
because 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I can’t allow you to enter into a 
discussion. I have told you repeatedly that I am very carefully 
watching your questions. The question as to why the Committee did 
not do a certain thing does not arise out of this question. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: If I have any submission to make, 
Sir, will you not allow me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mj submission is this. The 
ultimate responsibility rests upon the Government in this matter, and 
if that be the case is it not the function of the Government to enquire 
into the deliberations of the Committee? 


Mr. SPEAKER: If you had slightly modified your question it 
would have been all right, hut the question in the present form does 
not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Since the Committee was formed 
with the instructions of the Government, will the Government consi- 
der the desirability of enquiring into the matter and expedite some 
schemes for the education of t lie Scheduled’ Castes in regard to that 
fund ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I do not know if there 
are any schemes being considered. I do not think I am called upon 
to interfere with the discretion of the Committee. I hope they are 
working diligently to mature some schemes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. Mr. Ghose, I might say that if 
1 were in your position 1 would put the question in this form, ”#inc© 
the Committee have, taken such a long time to prepare a. scheme, 
whether Government have done it.” The way in which you put the 
question ^as not been so framed. 
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to eK pytmut al offiom to apply for direct 
appointment 


•291. Dr. NALINAK8HYA 8AHYAL: With reference to the 
reply to the supplementary question to question No, 59 (starred! of 
the 22nd February, 1940, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state whether in cases of direct 
recruitment officers of Government are in any case allowed to put in 
applications ? 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, except when a 
vacancy is reserved for a particular community or when suitably quali- 
fied candidates are not expected to be available in the services. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether we are to understand that the question 
whether suitable qualified candidates are available in the services or 
not is to be decided before the officers will be allowed to submit their 
applications? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ordinarily, they are* 
allowed to apph except on two circumstances, namely, except when 
the vacancies are reserved for a particular community or, as I have- 
said, when it is expected that candidates with suitable qualifications- 
are not expected to be available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: My question is; whether the 
question whether suitably qualified candidates are available in the 
services or not should be decided by Government first and the officers 
should be allowed to submit applications, or the officers should submit 
applications first and then the question of suitability of candidates will 
arise. 

Mr. BREAKER. In the answer itself it has been said that it has 
first to be decided whether qualified candidates are available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government has any departmental arrange- 
ment for scrutinising whether any qualified candidate is available or 
not? 


Mr. BREAKERS That question does not: arise. 
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Ehotiwi of a Swratary ky tho OMriot B o t m t Buvi, Baft*. 

*m Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
^Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the District School Board of Bogra at a meeting held on 
the 9th December, 1939, elected a non-official member to 
act as the Secretary in exercise of the power conferred on 
the Board by section 19 (1) of the Bengal Rural Primary 
Education Act, 1930; 

(ii) that the District Magistrate-President has not yet given effect 
to this resolution ; 

(Hi) that the Vice-President of the Board referred the matter to 
the Commissioner of the Division ; and 

( iv ) that he has not vet been favoured with a reply? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in giving effect 
to the same. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Commissioner is presumably considering the position in the 
light of the draft of an amendment to the rules under the Bengal 
{Rural) Primary Education Act which provides that the District 
Inspector of Schools shall !>e Secretary to the District School Board 
-e.t officio. The draft amendment has t>een published for eliciting 
public opinion and will shortly be taken into consideration by Govern- 
ment. 


Communal proportion of upper division clerks in Civil Courte Of 

Noakhali. 

*294. Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

. ( i ) the present number of clerks in the upper grade of the minis- 

terial sendees in the Civil Courts of Noakhali; and 
(ii) the nuiftber of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, and 
{2) Hindus? 
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(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
vacancy occurred in the upper grade during the last one year ending 
on the 29th of February, 1940? 

(<?) If eo, what was the number of such vacancies P 

( d ) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any of those posts have since been 
filled up ? 

(e) If so, by what method — by promotion or by direct recruitment? 


(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the claim 
of any Muslim clerk has been superseded in filling up these vacancies 
in case of promotion? 


Tht Hon’ble Nawato MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) » 19. 

(ft) (1)*4 Muslims and ('2) 14 Hindus and 1 Christian. 

(6) and ( d ) Yes. 

(c) 4. 

(e) Three by promotion from the next lower grade and one by 
direct recruitment. 

(/> Yes, some Muslim and some Hindu clerks were superseded as 
they were found unfit for promotion. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: With reference to answer (e), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of these 
superseded clerks are Hindus and how many Muhammadans? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, that question does not arise. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is not a fact that 
these replies were received from the District Judge himself? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Certainly. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why mention has been made of Hindu elerk^ in reply 
to question (/) where there is no mention of Hindu clerks? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Government only wanted* to explain the position 
dearly. 7 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: Will the Hon’bie Minister he 
pleased to state whether he is satisfied that the superseded Muslim 
clerks were really unfit for promotion ? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Title suite and money suits instituted in the Munsifs Courts at , 
Brahmanbaria, Tipper a. 

•285. Mr. MAQBUL HU8AIN: (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately for the period between the 1st April* 
1938, and 31st December, 1939 — 

( i ) the number of — 

(1) title suits, and 

(2) money suits 

instituted in the Court of each Munsif at Brahmanbaria* 
Tipper a ; and 

(w) the number of cases under each head — 

(1) disposed of on contest, and 

(2) decreed ex parte? 

(h) How many of them were appealed against and with what result 
(to be shown class by class) P 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, 295. 

(a) (i) Institutions . 

Title Money 
suite. suite. 

1st Munsif, Brahmanbaria . . 511 100 

2nd Munsif, Brahmanbaria . . 521 188 

3rd Munsif, Brahmanbaria . . 278 77 

Total .. 1,310 371 
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, (w)i Qiapoeal. 

». Title. Money. 



r— 1 • "■ '-"i 

Ex parte. Contes- 

Ex parte. 

3 

Contes* 



ted. 


ted. 

1st Munsif 

222 

94 

40 

8 

2nd Munsif 

163 

138 

74 

18 

3rd Munsif 

97 

103 

30 

15 , 

Total 

482 

335 

144 

41 

(b) Money Appeal i. 





Number 

Re vers- Confirm- 

Modi- 


filed. 

ed. 

ed. 

fied. 

Against the Judgment of — 





1st Munsif. Brahmanbaria 

4 


2 

2 

2nd Munsif, Brahmanbaria 3 

2 

1 


3rd Munsif, Brahmanbaria 

2 

2 

*• 


Total 

9 

4 

3 

2 


Title Appeals. 







Against tiie Judgment 
of — 

; 

1 

V3 

i 

s 

3 

Withdrawn. 

Compromised. 

Default. 

1st Munnif, Brahman- 
baria 

28 

1 

] 


2nd Mui i*i f t Brahman- 

boria 

75 


6 

1 

3rd Munmf, Brahman- 
baria 

38 


3 

2 

Additional Munsif, 

Brahmanbaria 

5 




Total 

146 

1 

10 

3 


Result*. 




Extension of sorvioos of dorks in Deputy Commissioners oflloe, 
Darjeeling. 

*296. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNG: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the names of clerks of different communities 
working at present in — 

(1) the Deputy Commissioner's Kutchery, and 

(2) the Communications and Works Department, Darjeeling, 
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that have completed 25 years* service and have reached the age-limit of 
65 years too? < 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how, many exten- 
sions have been given to each of the clerks referred to in (a)? 

$ 

( c ) Is there any proposal to give further extension to any of them? 

(d) h the Hon’ble Minister aware of the problem of unemployment 
amongst the Hill communities? 

(e) Do the Government consider the desirability of stopping further 
extensions? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (<n (1) A statement furnish- 
ing the information is laid on the table. The age-limit, however, is 
(>0 and not *Vi years. 

(2) A separate question may he addressed to the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department. 

( h ) No extensions have heen granted. 

(c) and (e) Do not arise. 

(d) Yes. 


Stilt evient referred to in the reply to clause (a) (7) of starred question 

No. 290. 


Name of clerk. 

1. Babu Ram Sewak Sinha 

2. Babu Sham Sher Singh Subha 


Community. 

Bihari. 

Hillman. 


Betel leaf cultivation in Bengal. 

•297. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries DepaVtment aware — 

(i) that a section of people in Bengal live on the cultivation of 
betel ; 

* (it) that the cultivation is dwindling every day due to attack of a 
kind V>f contagious disease; 

(tit) that the attack of the disease has become alarming in magni- 
tude for the last two yeara ; , 
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(tv) that the cultivation of betel in man; places has completely died* 1 , 
$' A OUt ; and 

(v) that the cultivators concerned have been affected thereby? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble- 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government have made any 
research and adopted any means to cure the disease? 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government propose to take to save- 
the betel leaf cultivation of Bengal? 


Tilt Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) ( i ) Yes. 

{ii) Yes, in certain parts of Khulna district. 

(ttV) Yes, in certain localised areas. 

(tv) I have no such information. 

(r) Yes, in certain localities on account of (it) and (Hi) above. 

(b) Research has been carried out anti suitable means to control and. 
prevent the disease have been found out. 

(c) The Department has conducted and is still conducting practical 
demonstration of the control and preventive measures against the disease- 
to the Baruis in their Pan-71orojrs. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: In answer (b) the Hon’ble 
Minister has said: “Research lias been carried out and suitable means 
to control and prevent the disease have been found out. M Will the 
Hon’ble Minister please enlighten us what are those means that 
Government found out ? 


Thu Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: For exact information 
I want notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please enlighten us whether at any time this research work was pub- 
lished in any newspaper whatsoever ? 


Tht Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN t I want notice. 
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*m Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAM ABADIt (a) It 

life Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware— 

( i ) that the Collector of Chittagong has recently enhanced the 
notice fee ( ) from 12 annas to Ra. 3 for the default 
of revenue paying mahals; and 

(it) that the penalty for default has been increased to a maximum 
of Rs. 50 from the previous rate of Re. 2 to Rs. 10 only? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate taking 
immediate steps for the reduction of the enhanced rates? 

The Hon’ble BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) (i) No. The 

rates of process fee (notice fee or ) leviable under rule 70 of 

the Sale Law Manual, 1932, were fixed in 1893. Up to 1903 the district 
of Chittagong was exempted from the order imposing separate fees for 
notices served in different places owing to the number of petty estates 
in that district and a flat rate of 12 annas only was charged. In 1903 
oil estates paying revenue of Rs. 10 and upwards were brought under 
the full operation of the rule, the rest paying the 12-anna rate as 
before. 

Process fee is now being realised in Chittagong at the following 
consolidated scale instead of charging separate fees for separate 
notices : — 

Rs. a. p. 

For proclamation under section 7 of the Act XI 
of 1859— 

(i) Estates and tenures with annual demand 

of Rs. 10 and over . . 2 4 0 (Consolidated). 

(ii) Estates and tenures with annual demand 

of less than Rs. 10 . . ..180 „ 

(Hi) Estates and tenures with annual demand 

of below Rs. 5 . . . . 0 12 0 

For proclamation withdrawing attachment under 

mile 70(4) of the Sale Law Manual ..0120 „ 

(it) No. The penalty is not levied in lump but on a percentage 
basis. The rates vary from 1 per cent, to 15 per cent, on the amount 
of lefault according to the date when payment is tendered. 

a 

(h) No reduction of the rates of penalty for default is in contem- 
plation of Government. As regards the process fee, the matter is under 
examination. * * 
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Scheduled Caste employees in Coiiectorates of the Burdwan Division. 

♦299. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing separately, district by district — 

(a) the present number of Scheduled Caste employees including 

menials in the Collectorates of Burdwan, Birbhum, 
Bankura, Hooghly, Howrah and Midnapur; 

( b ) their respective qualifications; 

(c) their home districts; and 

( d ) their community? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement 

furnishing the information i^ laid on the table. 


24 
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Hooghly . . 1 Literate in Bankura Lohar 1 Literate in Hooghly 

vernacular. vernacular. 
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Vacancies Ailed up by different communities in the Khas Mahal 
Department of Bengal. 

•300. Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from the 1st April, 1937, to the 31st January, 
1940. 

(a) the vacancies that occurred in the Khas Mahal Department of 

Bengal ; 

( b ) the number that have been filled up by — , # 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) other castes; 

(c) how many of these vacancies were for surveyors; and 

(d) how they have been filled up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 300. 


Number of vacancies 

Number filled up by — 

... 406 

Muslims 

... 186 

Scheduled Castes 

... 33 

Other castes 

... 187 

Number of vacancies for surveyors 

... 53 

Number filled up by — 


Muslims 

... 20 

Scheduled Castes 

4 

Other castes 

... 29 


Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hnn'hlc Minister be pleased to 
state whether the vacancies include vacancies in the posts of menials? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, it does. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these are menials? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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Notices served by Excise Inspector of Dinajpur on some excise vendors. 

•301. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Excise Department be pleased to state whether 
the Excise Inspector in charge of Dinajpur served notices on 27 or any 
lesser number of Excise vendors in the district to show cause why their 
licences should not be cancelled this year? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether licences of any or all of them have 
been cancelled? 

(c) If no such licences were cancelled, will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

( d ) What were the reasons of serving such notices? 

(e) Was the notice served with the knowledge of the Excise Commis- 
sioner or of the Hon’ble Minister? 

(/) IU1* answer to (e) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pfcfased to state what steps he projwses to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): Cm to (/) The matter is under enquin. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, I beg to submit that this is 
no replv whatsoever to the *erie> of questions put by the questioner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can ask the Hon’ble Minister about the 
enquiry. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the enquin was started? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: 1 want notice. 

Withdrawal of ban on newspapers. 

•302. Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMA: <«) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Publicity Department aware that iri the printed report 
about the achievements ot the Bengal Ministry it has been stated that 
the Government have withdiawti the ban on newspajierH in the matter 
of publication of Government advertisements irrespective of political 
opinion ? • 

(h) If.*the answer to <<*) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble 
Minister be pleated to state whether the ban on the Bari ml B Haiti 
has been withdrawn? 
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(c) If the ban Jiag not been withdrawn, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZ(.UL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the ban on the Bnrisal Hitoishi was withdrawn? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot give the exact 
(late; hut it wan long before the question was put. 


Eligibility of Government servants for election to the District Board 
by Local Boards. 

*303. Mr. MANINDRA BHUSHAN 8INHA: (a) the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department lie pleased to state whether the Circle Officer, 
Bankura Sadar, an appointed member of the Bankura Sadar Local 
Board, was elected to the District Board of Bankura by that Local 
Board at a special meeting held on the 20th April, 1938? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether 
the election of that officer to the District Board militates against the 
principle laid down in the Bengal Government circular No. 21, dated 
the 8th March, 1911? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of that circular? 

(d) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware — 

(/) that in a similar case the election of the Deputy Inspector of 
Schools by the Local Board of Bishnupur to the District 
Board of Bankura in 1921 it was held that the underlying 
principle of the aforesaid circular should apply; 

(it) that as a result thereof that officer was made to resign his 
membership of the District Board ; and 

(Hi) that an election was held to fill the seat under orders of the 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division communicated in 
his letter No. 2315L.S.-G., dated the 15th July, 1921, to 
the District Magistrate of Bankura? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the letter referred to in (d) (Hi)? 
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(/) Bo the Government contemplate to take similar action in this 
case ? * 

(g) If not, what are the reasons? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 8elf»Covernment 
Department): {a) Yes. 

(b) No, as the circular referred to by the honourable member has 
leference only to Subdivisions! Officers and the considerations on which 
the circular is based do not apply to the case of Circle Officers. 


(r) A copy is laid on the Library table. 


(d) (i) It was so held by the Commissioner. The Commissioner 
does not appear to have referred the case to Government for their 
opinion as regards the applicability ot the circular to the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools. 



dii) Yes. 


(e) A copy of the letter is laid on the Library table. 


(/) and (< 7 ) Do not arise in view of the answer to (b). I am 
however further examining the question as to whether the principle 
enunciated in the Circular of 1911 should not l>e extended to other 
officers besides Subdivisional Officers. 


Tube well contractors enlisted in the Dacca Colleetorate. 

*304. Mr. 8YED 8AHEB ALAM: Will the Hon’ hie Minister in 
chafge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government l>epnrtinent be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the number of tube well contractors enlisted in the Dacca 

Colleetorate ; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Hindus, and 

(S') Scheduled Castes; 

( c ) the number of tube wells sunk in the years 1938, 1939 and 1940 

in the Dacca district with Government fund ; 

(d) whether any tender was called for by the District Magistrate 

during .the period referred to in (c) from amongst the 
enlisted contractors; 
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(e) the number *of contracts relating to— 

(i) tube wells, and 

(ii) other constructions 

given to each enlisted — 

(1) Muslim, 

(2) Hindu, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste 

contractors in the years referred to in (c). 

(f) whether the enlisted Muslim contractor or contractors submitted 

tenders at the same rate with other Hindu contractors; 

(g) whether any enlisted contractor got any contract in 1939 and 

1940 ; 

(h) if not, why not; 

(i) whether any unen listed Hindu contractor got any co^tyact in 

1940; and 

(;) if so, why? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department): (a) 32. 

(h) (\) 8. 

(2) and (3) 24. The District Magistrate reports that he could not 
ascertain from the list of contractors as to which of them belonged to 
the Caste Hindu and Scheduled Casie community respectively. 

(c) 104 in 1938-39 and 130 in 1939-40. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No tube well contract was given to any Muslim contractor but 
contracts for 23 ring wells were given to 3 Muslim contractors. 

Contracts for 294 tul>e wells and 22 ring wells were given to con- 
tractors of the communities mentioned' in (b) and (r). 

(/) Yes. All the contractors submitted tenders at the same rate. 

(g) The honourable meml>er’s attention is invited to the answer to 
clause (e) of this question. 

(h) The selection was made by the District Magistrate in consul- 

tation with the District Engineer and contracts were given to those 
contractors who Avere known to have executed such works previously 
with success. . 

(0 ^o. 

(;) Does not arise. 
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Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference \o answer (e), 
will the Hon'ble Minister please state why no tube-well contract was 
given to any Muslim contractor? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I have stated. 
Sir, the “selection of contractors was made by the District Magistrate 
in consultation with the District Engineer, and contract*, were given 
to those contractors who were known to have executed such works 
previously with success.” No contract was given to any Muslim con- 
tractor probably because no Muslim contractor came within that 
category. 


Inadequate drainage and embankment in the district of Bakarganj. 

*305. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in c.harffg j*i the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
a waff— 

(i) that there are vast bil areas and low lying lands in the district 
of Bakarganj without adequate drainage and embankment; 
and 

(h) that — 

(A) communications by boats, 

(-B) drainage, 

((') watei -supply , and 
(D) sanitation of the district 

have l>een affected by a number of dead and dying rivers 
and silted-up khalsY 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether repre- 
sentations were made to him within the recent years tor the estab- 
lishment of a subdivisional headquarters at Barisal town to investigate 
the problems referred to in (a) and to report thereon ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Government propose to take oi have they already taken in the 
matter ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

Conditions such as are indicated by the honourable member have been 
brought to, mv notice and a proposal to establish *an Irrigation Depart- 
ment subdivision with headquarters at Barisal is now under considera- 
tion. 1 am in a position to say that a decision has already been taken. 
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Primary school* in Mymensingh and annual recurring expenditure 

thereon. 

*306. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of iree primary schools that have been started 
under the scheme according to the Government resolution 
with regard to Primary Education Act in the district of 
Mymensingh ; 

(it) the amount of money that is necessary to meet the recurring 
expenditure of the primary schools that have already been 
established ; 

(Hi) the amount that will be necessary for the remaining schools 
to be established ; 

(it?) the amount that is necessary for grants-in-aid to the existing 
girls’ primary school; 

(r) the annual education cess demand of the district; and 
(vi) whether the entire amount of the cess is sufficient to meet 
the recurring exjwnses of primary education for boys and 
girls ? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(vi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how the Government propose to meet the 
expenditure? 

(c) What is the present permanent recurring grant for primary 
education to the district of Mymensingh? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate to increase the grant to meet 
the requirement of the district? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of making some 
eupital grants to the District School Board of Mymensingh each year for 
providing school premises and furniture to the backward and poor 
localities where public contribution can never l>e expected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(i) 2,595. 

(it) Its. 12,63,044. 
tm) Its. (Hi, 720. 

(iv) Its. 71,956. 

(r) Cess Its. 8,58,704. Tax Rs. 34,393. 

(vi) No. 

( b ) The question is under my examination. 

(e) Rs. 1,82,190. * ' 

(d) Yes. 

(*) The question is under my consideration. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the number of existing girls* primary schools in Mymansingh is quite 
inadequate ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Yes, Sir, it does arise in view of his 
answer (iv) wdiere lie says that the amount granted to the existing 
girls’ primary schools is Rs. 71,9”)(>. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wh at is your question? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state with reference to answer ( M , whether the examination 
will be finished this year and the money may be available for distribution 
during the current year? 



The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We shall t ry to meet the 
demand within the current year. 


Construction of a bridge over Orissa Coast Canal at Satmail in 
Midnapore district. 

•307. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased toi state — 

. (i) whether the proposal tor constructing a bridge over the Orissa 
Coast Canal at Satmail in Midnapore district has received 
administrative sanction ; 

(it) whether a sum of Rs. 2(3,000 has been sanctioned by the 
Government to the District Board of Midnapore for the 
construction of the bridge; 

(in) whether the estimate and plan and the plan for the alignment 
of the approaches to the bridges have been prepared and 
sanctioned by the Government Communications and Build- 
ings Department; 

(iv) whether the absence of a bridge over the canal at Satmail is 
& long standing grievance of the local people; and 

(t?) whether the District Magistrate of Midnapore has moved the 
*' Department several times to get the plan and estimate pre- 
pared and approved? * 



(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’b] 
Minister be pleased to state*— 

(i) when was the money provided in the^bndget; and 

{n; the reasons why the Department failed to get the plan pri 
pared and approved? 

(r) How long will the Department take to prepare the plan an 
estimate and to approve them? 

(tl) Is there any possibility of the bridge being constructed in th 
present financial year? 

(e) If not, what steps do the Government propose to take for th 
construction of the bridge at an early date? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of th 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department) 

(«)(/) and (//) Government have agreed to make a giant of IN. 25,00 
on certain conditions. 

( ni ) t (b) to (r) A sum of Its. 25,000 was provided in" tvs Trriga 
tion Branch budget tor Hh'tiMO, but no work was done that year. Th 
principal reason was that the rough project prepared bv the Distric 
Board was incomplete and had to be returned for further investigations 
A report on these was recently received, and the District Board ar 
being asked to submit a rough project on lines indicated to them. I 
is impossible to sa> how long it will lake the District Boa id to prepar 
the rough project, and later the detailed estimates, but ] have issuei 
instructions that the Sujwm intending Engineer should expedite his par 
of the work. 

(it) I understand that there is a good ferry but I have no doub 
that a good bridge would be generally preferred. 

(?’) 1 am informed that the District Magistrate has been in toncl 
with officers of the Department in connection with the project. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’bh 
Minister he pleased to state whether provision was made in the budge 
of 1!MM0 before the project was sanctioned by the Government? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: There was a pre 
liminan sanction but I understand that the detailed estimate was fount’ 
defective and so the matter had to be referred back. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, this is no answei 

to my question! Mv question was whether provision was made in th< 
budget of 1WW-40 before the project was approved by the District 
Board ? r 
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The Hon’ble Sir BljdV PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The project was 
certainly approved by the Government.* 

* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDUURI: Then what le<l the Goy- 
ennnent afterwards to think that the project was incomplete ? 

> The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Because they 
found some defects in it.^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : When was this defect 
found? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Afterward*; 

before actually paying the money. 


Drainage of Datbhanga bil in Basirhat subdivision, 24-Parganas. 

*308. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in (barge of the Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department lx* pleased to state whether any scheme has been 
prepared by the Irrigation Department, about the drainage of Datbhanga 
hil partly lying in the Basirhat suhdi\ision and partly in Satkhira 
subdivision ? 

(b) If so, what is the total cost estimated for the scheme? 

(r) When* do the Government propose to take up the scheme? 

(d) What is the total area of land which becomes unfit for cultiva- 
tion when there is high level of water in the bil? 

• (e) Wtf! the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when during the 
last it) years, the tenants of hil area got average yield of crop? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

(a) to (c) A scheme estimated to cost about six lakhs was prepared about 
ten years ago, but financial considerations made it impossible for the 
Government of the day to execute it. The Department have under 
examination a modified scheme and it is expected that a rough estimate 
of the cost will be ready this year. 

(d) About 12 square miles. 

(e) I have not been able to obtain the desfred information so far and 
I trust dhat the honourable member will not press for it now that he 
knows that a project is wider consideration. 
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RW HARE NORA NATH CHAUDHUR1: With reference to his 

,answjer8 ( a ) to [ c), wilHhe Ifen’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
.the scheme which was prepared 10 years ago ^related to the Bundi bil 
£nd not to the Datbhanga bil ? # 

* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, it relates 

to the Datbhanga bil. ,* 

* 

Bai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When was the scheme 
•prepared then? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ten years ago. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: What is the actual date? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Was any provision ever 
made with regard to the scheme or was the scheme even announced to 
the public P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state how long this modified scheme has been 
junder the examination of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Only recently, 
Bir. ’ * 

> 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Wheh was the modified 
echeme prepared? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No scheme has 
yet been prepared, Sir, the matter is still under consideration. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: His answer is that the 
department have under examination a modified scheme and it is exjected 
that a rough estimate of the cost will be ready this year. May I then 
take it that the modified ^scheme has not been prepared even now? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY RRASAO SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 
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Appointment of clerks by District Judge of Bakarganj, since 1st 
* April, 1937. " * * 

•309. Mr. UPENDRA NATH ED0AR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing up to date since 1st April, 1937— 

(i) the number of clerks (junior and senior) appointed by the Dis- 
trict Judge of Bakarganj ; and 

(it) the number of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, 

(3) Muslims, and 

(4) other Minority communities? 

(b) Has the principle of communal ratio in services been followed at 
the tim^rf appointments? 

(c) If tlfe answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) 16 by direct recruitment in permanent posts. . 

(H) ( 1 ) 8 . 

(2) 2. 

(3) 5. 

(4) 1. 

(b) Of the 16 appointments, 14 were made prior to 17th March, 
1930, and were in accordance with the instructions contained in the 
Government circulars then in force, and the communal ratios then laid 
down were followed. Regarding appointments made after 17th March, 

1939, the member is referred to the answer given on the 15th March, 

1940, to question No. 226 of Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed Afzal. 

(c) Does not arise. 

. Drainage and embankment of 8atla bit area in Bakarganj dietriot. 

•310. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware of the condition of drainage and embank- 
ment of the Satla bil area in the district of Bakarganj ; 
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(b) whether any survey has been n^de "of the "area ; 

(c) whether any estimate has been made of the work of necessary 

embankment; and 

(d) what steps the Government have taken or the Government pro- 

pose to take in the matter of improvement of the said area? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of thei 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

(a) Yes; but there is no embankment round the Satla bil area. 

(6) to (d) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to the 
reply which I gave on the 1st March, 1940, to kiB starred question 
No. 155. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the 11 on’ble Minister aware 
that there is a necessity for an embankment round the Satla bil area? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, V*r, 

# 

Silting up of the Hurasagar and certain other rivers in Pabna. 

*311. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department 
aware — 

(i) that the Hurasagar, Fuljore, Boral and Ichamati rivers in the 
district of Pabna ha\e almost silted up; 

(it) that they have become unnavigable during the winter and 
dry seasons ; and 

(lit) that communications by boats in many parts of the district of 
Pabna have become impossible ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl© 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take to make 
the rivers navigable throughout the year? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

(a) (t) and (ti) The Ichamati river has deteriorated beyond any possi- 
bility of resuscitation. The other rivers named by the hon’ble member 
are in fair condition, and are navigable throughout the year with the 
exception of the upper portion of the river Boral in Rajshahi and small 
length in Pabna which are not navigable in the dry season. 
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( lt i) yes, so fat ad the Iefr&mati and many small channels other 
than the Hurasagar, Boral and Fuljore are concerned. # 

(b) No general improvement of the small channels can be effected 
at a reasonable cost. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government are considering any scheme for 
improving the communication in that area? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The question is too vague. 


Irrigation scheme for P&bna. 

•312. Mr. MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: (a) Is the Honble 

Minister in charge ot the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware of the following irrigation problems of the Pabna dis- 
trict, namely, — 

(*) that resuscitation of some of the dying rivers, namely, the 
Ichamati, the Hurasagar, the Boral, etc. ; 

(77) that erection of some sluice gates on the streamlets Chiknai 
in Faridpur police-station; and Badai in Sujanagar police- 
station ; &nd 

(in') construction of some drains to drain out the water from the 
bih like btl Kurulia in Chatmohar police-station? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of 
the. works have been taken up? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the works done; and 

(it) the amount spent by the Department for the Pabna district 
since his assumption of office? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of tho 
Minister in charge of tho Communications and Works Department)! 

(«) (i) find (c) The hon’ble member is referred to the reply which I 
have just given to Mr. Abdor Raschid M a hmo od-s starred question. 
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(ii) The proposal regarding erection^of sluice gfhtes on the Chiknai 
river has been found to be technically unsound and has been dropped. 
It is not technically or financially feasible to construct sluice gates on 
the Badai river. 

(in) The proposal is under examination. 

(b) No. 

( d ) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question No. 312, showing 
the works done and the amount spent for the Pabna district since April , 1937. 


Name of work. 

1937-38. 

1938-39. 

1939-40. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Pabna embankmont repairs 

171 

186 

535 

Pabna revetment repairs 

307 

348 

310 

Serajganj mattress repairs 

1,449 

3,570 

2,436 

Surveys 

Nil 

Nil 

384 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: 

With 

reference 

to answer 


(ii), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the matters 
have been examined by any experts? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that the district of Pabna is a deficit 
district — deficit in the sense that the district cannot produce as much 
crop as is necessary for the consumption of the people there? That is 
due to the fact that large tracts of land are lying fallow for want of 
proper irrigation works. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It may be so. 

I have no information. 


Construction of Hajiganj-Matlab Road in Tippera. 

•313. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware — 

(t) that a road named as Hajiganj-Matlab Road is under con- 
struction since last year in the district of Tippera under the 
supervision of the local Subdivisional Officer, Ohandpur; 

(ii) that the cost for the construction of the road was met from the 
fund of the District Relief Committee, Tippera; 
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(iii) that the work of the road was started from the months of 
Jaishta and Ashar, 1345 B.S., as a measure of relief to the 
day labourers of the locality; and 
(tv) that the wages of most of the day labourers, who worked in 
load in the months of last Jaishta and Ashar, specially of 
those of village Ladpara, have not yet been fully paid? 


(b) If the answers to (a) (i) to (in) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the amount sanctioned for the purpose; and 
(ii) what was the amount actually spent and paid to the day 
labourers up to Ashar last? 


(c) If the answer to («) (i>) is in the negative, do the Government 
contemplate an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hufc’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department): (a > (/) Yes. The work of construction of the road is 
directly supervised by the Presidents of the four unions through whic^ 
it passes, and inspected by the Circle Officer and the District Board 
Overseer. The Subdivisional Officer of Chandpur also inspects it 
during his tours. 

(u) No. 

(tir) Yoa. 

( iv ) It is rejK)rted by the local officers that the labourers received 
payment through the sardars who employed them. No complaint of 
non-payment has been received by the local officers, 

(b) (i) Rs. 2,000 to be paid by Government out of the discretionary 
grant and Rs. 1,000 in cash and voluntary labour to Ik* contributed by 
the ]>eople of the Union Boards concerned at the rate of Hs. 2b0 per 
union. 

(ii) Rs. 1,300 out of the Government giant and Its. 300 from local 
cash contribution. 

(<:) Doom not arise. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the name of any Sardar who distributed money among the labourers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: i ask for notice. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased ?o state 
whether the Sardars paid the amount pers'inaPy ? 
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n# Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY I I ask % notice. 

Mr, SHAHEDALI: With reference to anwer (a) (iv) where it is 
said “it is reported by the local officers”, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who are the local officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Collector. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: It is said here “local officers”. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The Collector 
and his subordinate officers. 


Election of President of No. 10 Kankapait Union Board,' Tippera. 

*314. Maulvi MD. H A8ANUZZAM AN : (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
department aware — 

(t) that the members’ election of No. 10 Kankapait Union Board, 
police-station Chauddagram of Tippera was held on the 24th, 
25th and 2(ith April, 19d9; and 

( ii ) that the names of the nominated and elected members have not 
yet been gazetted? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stute the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w r hen the election 
of the President of the new Board is likely to be held? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ft) The names have been published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 
28th March, 1940. 

(h) The District Magistrate reports that the original proposals for 
nomination were mislaid and fresh proposals had to be called for by 
him. 

(c)’ Within the period prescribed in rule 29 of the Union Board 
Election Rules, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 
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Rapnaentation of the Schadulad Costas mi tho Union Boards and 
Benches in Daoca. 

•315. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of Union Boards in the district of Dacca 
with their respective names; 

(?7) in how many of them Bench and Court have been established; 

(in) the number of Bench Courts in the Dacca district that are 
represented by the Scheduled Castes; 

(iv) the names of Scheduled Caste members in the Union Boards 
of the said District ; 

(r) the principle followed for the appointment of members to the 
Union Boards; and 

(/•/) whether the principle, if any, was followed by the authorities 
of the Dacca district at the time of such appointment? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) (ri) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Scheduled Caste members have been appointed to the following Union 
Boards of the district: — 

(1) Baidyerbazar ; 

(2) Sabdi ; 

(3) Kalagachhia; 

(4) Bandar; 

(5) ltaipura; 

(6) Ulashara; and 

(7) Bhakurta? 

(d) If not, what are the reasons? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department) : (a) (/) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(it) Benches in 120. Courts in 121. 

/ 

(iti) 3 dr. 

(iv) A statement is l£l<l on the Library table. 
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(v) The general principle of appointment of members of Union 
Boards is to secure the due representation of minorities and of different 
interests within the Unions, subject to suitable candidates being 
available. 

( vi ) Yes. * 

( b ) Does not arise. 

( c ) There is no Union Board called Sabdi in the Dacca district. As 
regards the other Union Boards, the answer is in the negative. 

( d ) In the opinion of the local officers, no suitable candidates 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes were available for appointment to 
the Baidyerbazar, Kalagachhia, Bandar, llaipura and Ulashara (the 
correct name of the Union Board is “Toke”) Union Boards. As 
regards the Bhakurta Union Board, a Scheduled Caste member was 
elected and no suggestion for appointment of another member of the 
community was received by the District Magistrate. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With referenc to answer (</), will 
the Hon* hie Minister be pleased to state whether suggestions were 
invited from the local M.L.A.’s? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is not the 

practice to do so. 


Notioe served on Mr. Niharendu Datta Majumdar, M.L.A., by 
Bihar Police. 

*316. Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: (Siioin notice* 
(a) Is the ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware 
that the questioner was visited by a police officer ot the Bihar Govern- 
ment accompanied by a Special Branch Officer of the Calcutta Police on 
the ftlst March at his Calcutta residence with a certain order of the 
Bihar Government made under the Defence of India Pules? 

{!>) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) w’hether the aforesaid visit and order sought to be served took 
place with the previous knowledge and consent of the 
Government of Bengal; and 

(«) whether- the Bengal Government passed any orders and 
authorised the aforesaid police officer of the Bihar, Govern- 
ment to serve an}- orders or notices in the aforesaid manner 
on persons in the Province of Bengal? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwajrtir Naiimuddin): («) Yes. 

(b)( t) and (it) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (b) (/), 
do I understand the Hon’ble Minister to say that a police officer of 
another Government can serve an order on a man of this province with- 
out the previous notice of this Governments 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is a matter of law 
whether he can or can not. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under whose order the Special Branch Officer of the 
Calcutta Police accompanied the Bihar Police Officer to serve the order? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Under the order of his 
superior officer. 


8cheme for scaling down co-operative debts of members of societies. 

•317. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in chaige of the Co-operative Credit and Ultra 1 Indebtedness Depart- 
ment lie pleased to state whether the scheme relating to scaling down 
ot the co-operative debts of members of societies, granting them long 
instalment for repayment and Government financial assistance to pay 
off the depositors’ money to the extent of good assets of the societies 
as was announced in the last March Session of the Assembly to he 
under the consideration of Government has since been given effect 
to? 

(b) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to stale the reasons 
for the delay? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the delay is hampering the 

activities of the Central Banks in that they are fast losing confidence 
of the investing public and cannot raise local capital any more for 
advancing to the agriculturists at this time when there is contraction 
of credit in rural areas ? , 

{//) If /the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
proposing to* give effect to the scheme before the next cultivation 
season ? 
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(e) Will the Handle Minister be pleased to state the amount of 
short term loan that was advanced by Government to the Provincial 
Bank in the last cultivation season for enabling the members of the 
co-operative societies to raise their crop? 

(/) When was the instalment of repayment of this loan fixed? 

(g) How much of this loan has been realised up to date? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, Mukunda Behary Mullick): (a) Not yet. 

(b) The scheme has required very careful examination. 

(c) I am aware that Central Banks find it difficult to raise capital 
locally. 

(d) The matter is still under examination. 

(r) Its. 1,3,50,000. 

(/) Seven lakhs of rupees by 3rd July, 1940. Six and ri half lakhs 
of ruftees by 5th July, 1940. 

(g) The whole amount. 

Mr. 81 B NATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer (ft), will 
the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state how many months more will 
he take to complete the careful examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Very difficult 
to prophesy, hut I will try to hurry up the matter. 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: How long has the scheme been 
under examination? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: For some 
time now. 

Transfer of the present Divisional Auditor, Chittagong Division. 

•318. Mr. SYED AHMED KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether there is any time-limit for the transfer of the officers 

of the Co-operative Department; 

( ii ) if so, what is the limit; and 

(mi) whether the transfer of the present Divisional Auditor of tfia 
Chittagong Division has become due? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (Hi) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state when he is likely to be transferred? 

(c) How long is the present Divisional Auditor serving in the 
Chittagong Division? 

(d) Where is his home district? 

( e ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Provincial Officers are not generally transferred to their 
home districts? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the present Divisional 
Auditor is in the same district for a long time? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a)(i) There 
is no definite time-limit. Administrative officers are transferred in the 
public interest generally after a term of 3 to 5 years in one station. 

(a)(ii) f (iii) and (b) Do not arise. 

(c) Since 7th October, 11)26. * 

(d) Tippera. 

(r) Yes; the Divisional Auditor is not posted in his home district. 

(/) Yes. 

Promotion of Assistant 8 ub- Inspectors of Police in Rajshabi Division. 

•319. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Dou ble Minister 
in. charge of the Dome Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 1938 and 1939 

(a) the number of Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police promoted to 

the rank of Sub-Inspectors in the Kajshahi Division; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(t) Hindus, and 
(it) Muslims; 


(c) the length of services of each of them as Assistant Sub-Inspec- 

tors; and 

(d) the criteria on which these promotions were made? 

Tht Hon 1 Mo Khwaja Sir NAXIMMDDIN: (a) to (c) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(d) 



380 


QUESTIONS. 


[8th Apl. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (a) to (c) of starred question No. 319 
showing for the years 1939 and 1938 the number of Assistant Sub- Inspectors 
of Police promoted to the rank of Sub- Inspectors in the Rajshahi Division 
and the length of service rendered by each of them as Assistant Sub- Inspector 
of Police. 

Number promoted in 1939 — 

Hindus . . 7 

Muslims t . . 5 

Number promoted in 1938 — 


Hindus 


8 

Muslims 


4 


Length of 

Length of 

Year. 

service of 

service of 


Hindu 

Muslim 


Officers. 

Officers.^ 


Y. M. D. 

Y. M. D. 

1039 

14 0 0 

18 6 1 


5 6 9 

20 10 1 


16 0 0 

11 4 1 


15 5 29 

10 5 17 


11 2 23 

13 11 18 

10 6 8 

14 9 1 

1038 

.. 18 6 3 

17 6 0 


14 5 27 15 0 18 

12 11 10 8 5 23 

8 0 0 7 5 23 

14 5 17 

18 0 3 

11 11 6 

10 10 15 

Cost of liveries of dafadars and chowkidars in Union Boards of Rangpur 

district. 

•320. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that Union Boards iu the 
district of Rangpur have been asked to so prepare their budget Estimates 
for the ensuing year 1347 B.S. as to provide more than double the usual 
sum for the cost of the liveries of the dafadars and chowkidarsP 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the 
raising bf the excess amount by additional taxation on the rate-payers P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) Yes. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will fhe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the cost of liveries of dafadars was 
reduced to Rs. 1-14, but Union Boards have been asked to raise it to 
Rs. 4? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Originally the cost was 
double, but it was reduced for a time because there was a surplus in 
the funds for the cost of these liveries. Now that the surplus has been 
used up, the rate has been increased and so the effect is that it is double 
now. 


Assessment of Government buildings by Corporation of Caloutta. 

•321. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. S. K. Sawday of Messrs. 
S. K. Sawday Ltd., was entrusted wijh the task of looking after the 
interests of Government in connection with certain cases of assessment 
of Government buildings by the Corporation of Calcutta? 

(/;) If the answer to ( a ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the buildings; 

( n ) the original and revised valuations made by the Corporation 
in each case; 

(Hi) the result of the valuation case conducted by Mr. Sawday in 
connection with each ; 

(iv) the final valuation awarded by the appellate authority in each 
case; and 

(c) the fees paid and costs incurred in each case? 

(c) What are the special qualifications of Mr. Sawday for which he 
has been selected to represent Government in the assessment cases? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — , 

(i) whpt are the terms on which Mr. Sawday baa been engaged; 

and 
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(it) what is the total amount of remuneration and costa drawn by 
Mr. Sawday during the period from 1st April, 1937, to the 
latest available date? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Corporation of Calcutta generally accept in 
connection with the valuation 4 )f Government buildings — 

(i) the estimates given by the Executive Engineers of Government 
for the value of the buildings; and 

(it) the estimates made by the Land Acquisition Collector for the 
value of the respective lands? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department): 

(a) Yes, in the interest of the provincial tax-paver Government thought 
it expedient to entrust the work to an expert. 

(ft) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c) Mr. Sawday who, when a member of the Indian Civil Service, 
was Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation, has made a special 
study of the subject, and is the author of a book on Rating iu Calcutta. 

(cl) (i) Government have engaged him as an experimental measure, 
until further orders, in respect of selected cases entrusted to him by this 
Department on condition that the fees payable to him will be 50 per 
cent, of one year’s saving in tax. The arrangements are now being 
re-examined. 

(li) The amount due is Rs. 12,458 of which Rs. 2,000 has been 
withheld in accordance with the arrangement made with Mr. Sawday, 
as a reserve against the consequences of unfavourable decisions in 
appeals. 

Cost for Court-fees Rs. 1,949-3. 

(e) It will take some time to look up records and I would therefore 
request the honourable member to repeat this part of the question next 
session . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of saving 
effected to the provincial tax-payer as a result of the employment of 
Mr. Sawday? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I would refer 
my honourable friend to answer (d), ( i ) and ( ii ) — and he is being paid 
60 per cent, of the saving, and the saving will amount to nearly 
Rs. 1,60,000 in 6 years — the period during which the assessment will 
be in force. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in not a single instance of the 
building* in which Mr. Sawday appeared on behalf of Government, he 
has been able to get reduction admitted by the Court? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case, 
these fees would not have been paid to him. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is why I want to know if it 
is a fact that in the cases of premises of the Surveyor-General's Office, 
Wood Street, Photographic and Lithographic Office, Wood Street, 
Presidency Commissioner's residence, Theatre Hoad, Quarters for 
officers of Cossipore Gun and Shell Factory, Dum Dum Hoad, Presidency 
Commissioner’s Office, Charnock Place. His Excellency the Governor's 
Stable, Wellesley Place, Indian Museum, Writers’ Puddings and some 
others where Mr. Sawday was engaged, the appeals were either dis- 
missed or the valuation reduced to a small figure and on the appeals 
preferred to the High Court the decision of the High Court was to 
stand by the figures near about the Corporation assessment and further 
il it is a fact that in all those cases of Government buildings which 
have been handled by Mr. Sawday, t lie decision has been more or less 
in favour of the Corporation as against Mr. Sawday? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
difficult for me to say off-hand with regard to which buildings he could 
secure reduction in the assessment, but the total saving was to the tune 
of Ils. 1 ,'>0,000. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I know if the Hon’ble 
Minister is only calculating from the figure given in the answer or he 
has looked into the files? Sir, it is not fair either to you or to me. I 
quite realise that it is difficult for the Hon’ble Minister to answer 
supplementaries on a question which does not relate to his own depart- 
ment. If the Hon’ble Minister is not in a position to refer to files, it 
is better that the question should be held over to the next session. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have been advised to repeat it next session. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, that refers to the latter part 
of the question, namely, is it a fact that the Corporation of Calcutta 
generally accept in connection with the valuation of Government 
buildings — 

(t) the, estimates given by the Executive Engineers of Govern* 
ment for the value of the buildings, and 
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(ii) the estimates made by the Land Acquisition Collector for the 
value of the respective lands; and thereafter demand the 
valuation ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am very grate- 
ful to my honourable friend for the advice and courtesy he has extended 
to me. But I may tell him that 1 am very sure of my facts and there 
is no necessity of postponing the question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Corporation of Calcutta invariably 
consult the Executive Engineers of Government for the valuation of 
buildings and the Land Acquisition Collector who is also a Government 
servant, for the valuation of the respective lands ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, probably 
that is so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Corporation of Calcutta take the advice of these 
officers in preparing their assessment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: 1 ask for notice 
as regards these details. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if that is the practice, then where is the scope for 
employing an ex-I.C.S. officer to oblige him with some fees? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: The justification 
is the saving to the extent otlts. 1,50,000 — it does not mutter whether 
he is an ex-I.C.S. officer or any one else. If there is a saving, Govern- 
ment are perfectly justified in employing him. 

Dr. NALINAKHSA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in respect of which buildings the alleged saving of 
Es. 1,50,000 has occurred? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has been answered. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I want to know with respect 
to whjph buildings this alleged saving of Es. 1,50,000 has taken place. 
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ThiHon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is very difficult 
for me to say off-hand with regard^to which particular buildings the* 
savinglias occurred. But I may repeat, that the total amount of saving 
was Es. 1,50,000. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I am not enquiring into other 
cases. I am only enquiring into such cases between Government and 
the Calcutta Corporation in which savings took place. I Van ted to 
know the specific cases 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very difficult for the Hon'ble Minister to 
say that. 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: If the honourable 
member will kindly repeat his question next session, Government will 
be pleased to supply the information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will tbe Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state what is the specific qualification in assessment work 
that Mr. Sawday possesses? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have already 
stated that Mr. Sawday was the Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta Cor- 
poration/ *He made a special study of the subject and is the author of 
a book on Hating in Calcutta. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Mr. Sawday gets the patronage of 
th$ officers of Government because he had been formerly in the Indian 
Civil Service ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir, he is 
employed because he is found useful. 


Budget e&timattf of Bhogdanga Union Board, Kurigram, for 1347 B.8. 

*322. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public HealtlU&nd Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(t) that the budget estimate for the year 1347R.S. of the Bhog- 
* danga Union Board in Kurigram police-station in the dis- 
* trict of Rangpur has been lately returned to that board by 
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the Circle Officer of Eurigram with instruction* to amend 
the expenditure side specially the item under th6 head 
“Cost of liveries of th£ dafadar and chowkidar" scab to 
increase the amount by double; 

jiflf 

(ft) that the rate-payers of the said union have already been 
suffering due to— 

* (1) failure of last crops, and 

increase in the price of foodstuffs; and 

" * » 

» * 

( ii £) ihaf the £ate*payers of the union are Required to pay — 

* ‘ ** * * f * 

(1) the settlement recovery cost, and 

(2) the agricultural loan? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, tfill "the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaded to state what steps he proposes to take to make up 
the deficit in the budget on receipt side ? 

(c) Do®" the Government contemplate the desirability of accepting 
the budget as originally presented? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self«Government 
Department): (a) (?) The budget was returned to the TJifion Board 
with instruction to make due provision for the cost of liveries of 
dafadars and chowkidurs according to the revised rates prescribed by 
Government, which have entailed an increase in the original diveries 
cost estimate of about Rs. 20 by Rs. 22 only. 

(ii) No. There has heed a normal aman crop ia the area and thft 
rise in the prices of foodstuffs has been counter-balanced by the increase 
in the prices of juto, paddy and ofher agricultural produce. 

(Hi) It is reported that the recovery camps have been closed and 
that the agricultural loans are not repayable till October next. 

* (b) and (c) tinder the Account Rules for Union Beards, the budget 

is to he framed by the Union Board with the sanction bf the District 
Magistrate in respect of the items relating to dafadars and chowkidars 
and of the District Board in respect of the other iteps. Government 
have, therefore, nothing to do with the question wither of making up the 
deficit in the budget of a Union Board or of its acceptance or rejection. 
The additional expenditure involved in this case is, as already men- 
tioned, only Rs. 22 in a budget of Rs. 1,300. and this is not likely to 
(muse any hardship. 
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ForoiMMfMtimnt of Cyan Chandra Panda from ho m aa ta a d at Ri^amari. 
• Hasnabad, 24-Parganas. 

•323. Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: (a) la the Hoa’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

(t) that in about October-November, 1938, one Gy an Chandra 

Panda was forcibly ejected from his homestead land tft Rupa- 
inari abad -under police-station Hasnabad withirr^ihe sub- 
division of Basirhat, district 24-Parganas^tmder Xiot Jfoal 104, 
105». (Kakuria^, and that his house dowh at 

the instance of the local naib b^ the iamindbar' $ men*armed 
with lathis , spears, rifles, etc., in broad daylight without 
any sanction of a court of law ; and 

(u) that the Government ohowkidar was present at the place of 

occurrence P ^ 

(b) What steps, if any, did the police take in connection with this 
incident ? 

(c) If no steps were taken, what were the reasons for such inaction? 

(d) Whether any prosecutions were launched against the miscreants 
in connection with this incident? 

(e) wSefr was this incident first recorded or otherwise taken note 
of by the Hasnabad thana, and bow many dayB after its occurrence? 

(/) Whethei he is further aware that shortly after this occurrence 
one Ilajani Kanto Das alias Kachi, who was forcibly dragged by the 
darwans to the zan11nd4.tr s kachari , where he was sexeiely assaulted by 
the same noth with ^in juries inflicted, 0 * him causing bleeding, also 
reported his plight to the Hasnabad thana on the same day ? 

(g) What steps, if any, have so fai been taken by the police in this 
connection ? 

( h ) Whether it is a fact that shortly afterwards, the officer in 
charge of the Hasnabad thana was trunsfeired? 

(i) If so, what were the reasons for his .transfer? 

(;) Whether he is aware that a petition of complaint was submitted 
by some local peopla to the Superintendent of Police, then in charge, 
agaipst the aforesaid officSrin charge of Hasnabad thana to the effect 
that <he was in league Irith the zaviindar's kachari and used $0 take 
bribes in lieu of leaving the -tenants to the tender ^mercies of the 
zamindar'tmaib without any- protection whatsoever against the latter’s 
oppression as’ enumerated above? 
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The Hon’Me Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) No. The fact * 
this. Mr. N. Dalai, the zamindo/r of Rupamari, had the land in ques- 
tion, converted to khas some 12 or 13 years ago during which time this 
zamindar has been in possession of the land. In December, 1938, one 
Gyan Panda and his nep&ew erected a temporary shed on the land in 
question. When this was discovered it was demolished by naib Jada- 
vananda Kundu and his men, apparently in the exercise of the right of 
defence of private property. 

( ii ) Therfe is no record to indicate that a chowkidar was present 
at the place of occurrence. 

(b) and (e) On the 8th December, 1938, Gyan Panda appeared at the 
police-station and lodged information on the matter of his forceful 
ejection which was the subject-matter of a General Diary entry. He 
objected to the making of the land in question khas by the zamindar. 
He was advised by the officer in charge of the police-station to refer the 
matter to Court as it was considered outside the competency of local 
police ^action. 

( f ) and (g) On 17th January, 1939, Rajani Kanta Das lodged a 
complaint at Hasnabad police-station against naib Jadavananda Kundu 
and nine others for assault, wrongful confinement and theft. A case 
under sections 342/379, Indian Penal Code, was started, and after due 
investigation it was found to be false and declared as such by Magis- 
trate on the 4th March, 1939. " , , 

(//) and (/) The officer in charge of the Hasnabad police-station 
was transferred from the police-station on the 13th April, 1939. There 
is nothing to indicate that his transfer was not in the ordinary interest 
of the service. 

(;) No such petition is traceable from records now available. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether proper enquiry was made regard- 
ing the point as to whether Gyan Chandra Panda had not continued to he 
the tenant in possession of the land before his hut was demolished on 
the particular date admitted by the Hon’ble Minister P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, that is not a 
question for police enquiry. That is to be decided in a court of law. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: With reference to 
the answer “WTien this was discovered it was demolished (i.e., 

the shed belonging to Gyan Chandra Panda) by naib jadavananda 
Kundu and his men, apparently in the exercise of the right of defence 
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of privati property”, what steps did the local polioe take with a view 
to stop stlch forcible ejectment of Gyan Chandra Panda and demoli- 
tion of his shed from that land? 

The Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The local Police did not 
know of it till the thing was accomplished. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Did the Hon’ble 
Minister make any enquiries to find out as to what the chaukidar did 
when this incident was taking place at RupamariP" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARJENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: The Hon hie Minister 
has answered to (a)(ii) “There is no record to indicate that a chaukidar 
was present at the place of occurrence". 1 wanted to know’ as 
to what the chaukidar was doing on that particular date, and w'hen did 
he lodge complaint about this at the thana? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, that question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: That is in the question 
as to how soon after the occurrence did the chaukidar lodge the informa- 
tion at the thana that an incident of this kind had taken place at 
Rupamari. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Where is it P 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Question <>>,— 
“when was this incident first recorded or otherwise taken note of by 
the Hasnabad thana and how many days after its occurrence?” 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the answer is 
already there — 8th December, 1938. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR: Was any enquiry 
made with regard to the conduct of the chaukidar on that occasion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no mention 
of the chaukidar there. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us on which particular date the bouse was •demo- 
lished f 
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Th# Hon'bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I am certainly not in 
a position to do that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Wan ii a month before the 8th 
of December when Gy an Chandra Panda appeared before the Sub- 
Inspector of Police ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I expect that if this 
was a true case he would have ap|>eared earlier than that. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Did the chaukidar intimate to 
the Sub-Inspector of Police regarding the case or it was Gyan Chandra 
Panda who himself intimated the matter to the Sub-Inspector of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: I would refer the 
.honourable member to the answers (/>) and (c). 


Government action on resolution passed by Third Divisional Co-operative 
Conference in the Chittagong Division. 

•324. Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: (<i) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department been drawn to resolution No. 23 (passed 
nem con) of tbe proceedings of the Third Divisional Conference of the 
Co-operative Societies in the Chittagong Division, held at Oomilla, on 
10th and 11th April, 1938, under the Presidency of Mr. A. E. Porter, 
I.c.s., the then District Magistrate of Tippers* , and opened by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebted- 
ness Department? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will tbe Hon’Ue Minis- 
ter lie pleased to state whether the Government intend to give effect 
to the recommendations in the resolution ? 

(c) If it is intended not to give effect to the said resolution, will 
the- Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’We Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yea. 

(6) The principle underlying the resolution is generally followed. 
Administrative officers are transferied after a period of 3 to 5 years 
in one station. * 

f 

(c) Does not arise. 
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*r*r?±^z of AsofeUmt Se ttl e m e nt Officer* from Sub De p ut y ami Dimity 

Col lectors. 

# 325. Mr. MO* A SUL FAZL* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue T)epartment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the present time — 

(i) the number of ministerial staff in different Settlement offices 

including the office of the Director of Land Records; 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; 

(Hi) the number of Assistant Settlement Officers who are in charge 
of each of these offices; 

(iv) the number of them that are — 

(1) Brahmans, 

(2) Non-Bralmian Caste Hindus, 

(3) Muslims, and 

(4) Scheduled Castes; and 

(v) the period of services of those referred to iu (ir) spent in the 

Settlement Department? 

(b) Is it a fact that all the Assistant Settlement Officers have lx»en 
taken from Hindu Sub- Deputy Collectors and Deputy Collectors for the 
district operations of Burisnl and Faridpur? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

(d) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate the selection of suitable 
Sub-Deputy Collectors and Deputy Collectors from — 

(1) Muslims and 

(2) Scheduled Castes, 

as Assistant Settlement Officers for the districts of Barisal and 
Faridpur? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8A0 8INGH ROY: (a) A statement 

is laid on the table. 

(b) No. The district (revisional) operations in Barisul and Farid* 

pur have not been started yet. . 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) The selection of gazetted officers is not made on gjmmujtal 
considerations. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 325. 

Ministerial Staff. 


Nome of office. 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Others. 

Total. 

Office of the Director of Land 
Records and 8urveys, Ben- 
gal 

14 

8 

Nil 

2 

24 

Dinajpur Settlement (Major) 

128 

67 

Nil 

(One 
Indian 
Christian 
and one 
Anglo- 
Indian.) 

Nil 

195 

Mymensingh Settlement 

(Major) 

90 

42 

5 

Nil 

137 

Howrah Settlement (Major) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Land Revenue Settlement 
Central Offioe 

25 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

43 

24-Parganas-Khulna and 

Midnapore (Minor) 

18 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

Rakarganj (Minor) 

5 

2 

1 

Nil 

8 

Faridpur-Dacca (Minor) 

10 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

Howrah-Hooghly (Minor) . . 

■ 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

6 


Assistant Settlement Officers. 



: 

3 1 







Total 



s| 







number 

Name of 
settlement. 


g w 
a $ 

0 CD 

OD 

8 

1 . 



Period of service. 

of Assist- 
tant 


| 

a 

® 

1 

li 





Settlement 

Officers. 






Y. 

M. 

D. 



Dinajpur 

l 


1 


7 

10 

5 

Brahman 

2 

(Major). 





11 

0 

7 

Muslim 


Mymensingh 

(Major), 

2 

2 

2 


9 

1 

2 

5 

15 * 
22 

> Brahmans 

e 






3 

5 

5 * 

\ Non Brahman 







1 

5 

22 

f Caste Hindus. 







1 

2 

1 

1 

18 4 
21 

> Muslims. 


Howrah 


1 

1 


12 

10 

14 

Non-Brahman . . 

2 

(Majoi). 





0 

7 

0 

Caate-Hindu. 

Muslim. 


Howrah- 


1 



8 

6 

17 


1 

Hooghly 

(Minor). 










24-Parganas- 

Khulna 

1 


1 


15 

11 

28 

Brahman 

2 





2 

2 

18 

Muslim. 


(Minor). 

RaUrganj 

1 




8 

2 

11 


1 

(Minor). 










Faridpur 

1 




8 

10 

3 


1 

(Minor). * 
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Mr. MANMOHAN DAS; With regard to the appointment from 
the Scheduled Castes, the number is too miserable. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government think it desirable to 
stop the recruitment from other communities and thereby allow the 
Scheduled Castes an opportunity to level up their quota in proportion 
to the other communities ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Now that 
Government have laid down certain formula according to which 
appointments should be made, 1 am sure the grievances of the Scheduled 
Castes will be soon removed. 

Distress of people of Sancfcvip amt certain other islands due to erosion 
caused by the Mtghna. 

*328. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(t) that a large number of tenants both under zamindarn and 
khas makal in the district of Noakhali, particularly in the 
islands of Char Jabbar, Sandwip, Charbnda and liat-iya,. 
have been rendered destitute on account of the erosion of 
their hearths and homes by the Meghna; and 

(it) that many of these people have no lands for — 

(1) erection of their homesteads, and 

(2) for cultivation for their maintenance? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate 
settlements of lands to deserving arsons with nominal salami ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; (a)(t) A number 

of persons have lost their homesteads in the areas mentioned. 

(ti) A number of them have no land for cultivation but none of 
them have any difficulty in obtaining land for homesteads. 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Proposed transfer of a oertam area round Buxa Cantonment in 
Jalpaiguri district to Forest Department. 

•327. Mr. KHACENORANATH DA8 CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that several square miles of land round Buxa Cantonment area 
-in the Jalpaiguri district which have been with the Kha* 
Mahal Department are now being proposed to be mevie over 
to the Forest Department; 
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<u) that there are several bastis (villages) of paharit in this area 
at Adma, Chunabhati, Buxa, Tazhigaon and also a' Finnish 
Christian Mission at Chunabhati where orphan children are 
brought up and educated; 

that these basti peopk pay capitation tax and also rent for the 
land they cultivate to the Khas Mahal Department; 

*(iv) that these people submitted representations, to the Deputy 
Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, against the proposed transfer of 
the land to the Forest Department on the ground that the 
Forest Department charge a rent at the rate of Rs. 15 per 
standard bigha and also levy a grazing tax of Rs. 6 per. year 
per cow or bullock and Rs. 18 per year per buffalo; 

<( v ) that there is a feeling of uneasiness amongst the local people 
that they would be driven out of their homes for being 
unable to pay these exactions; 

'(vi) that these people have been of service to the Government — 

(1) when Indian troops were stationed at Buxa as Frontier 
Guards, and 

(2) when a Detenu Camp was established there; 

(vii) that the low lying lands round about Buxa are very unhealthy; 

iviii) that it was suggested that the Buxa hill area should be 
developed as a local sanatorium; and 

(it) that in fact several persons have applied for plots of lands 
for building houses? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being taken on 
the representations of the people? 


Tha Hon’ble Si r BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a)(i) Yes. 

(n) Besides the Mission there are some scattered paharis and 
Bhutias but there is no regular basti. 

(iii) Each adult pays capitation tax of Rs. 3 to Rs. 4, in return for 
which he is allowed enough land for a homestead, and one acre for, 
cultivation free of rent. 

(iv) and (viii) No. 

(v) and (vi) Government have no information. 

(vii) The Western Duars generally are malarious. 

(ts)* Yes; some applications have been received. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Mr. KHACENDRANATH DAS 'GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the land in question has already 
been made over to the Forest Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir BiJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answers (v) and 
(vt) , will the Hon’ble Minister please say what steps he took to assess 
th# public feeling in this respect? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. there is no 
feeling. Nothing was brought to Government’s notice. So Govern- 
ment thought it was not necessary to enquire into the matter. 


Leaving out of newly formed Khas Mahal char lands. 

*327A. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) 

Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be 
pleased to .state whether lie is aware that many newly formed khas 
rnahal char lands are leased out before being fit for cultivation? 

(l>) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) when joie No. 9 of mauza Chota Kumira under police-station 
Sitakunda, in the district of Chittagong was leased out; 

(//) the year from which the rent and cess are being realised; and 

(Hi) what is the total amount of rent and cess realised since the 
creation of the jote't 

(c) Is it a fact that during the last six months local ^enquiries were 
made by two Khas Tahsildars in the matter? 

(d) If so, have they submitted any report? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state whether their report has been accepted by 
the Khas Mahal Officer? 

(/) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

Tb* Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No newly 

formed char lands are leased out on a permanent basis before being fit 
for cultivation, but only temporary settlement is given for grazing. 

(b) ( i ) and (it) 1st April, 1929. 

Us. a. p. 

... 1,209 8 0 
37 1 % V 


(«i) Bent 
Cess 
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(e) and (d) Tee. 

(e) Yes. Remission of rent for the current year has been sanc- 
tioned. 

(/) Does not arise. 

if 

Free primary education in Palma. 

*327B. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to 
state when do the Government propose to introduce free primary 
education in the district of Pabna? 

(b) Is it a fact that the District Board, Pabna, District School 
Board, Pabna, and the Fnion Board Associations, Pabna and Siraj- 
ganj, h ave passed resolutions requesting the Government to levy 
education cess in the district of Pabna? 

(c) Do the Government propose to levy education cess in the 
district of Pabna P 

(d) If sot, when P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Free primary 
education cannot be introduced until the education cess is reimposed 
in the district. 

(b) The District School Board, Pabna, has passed such a resolution. 
I have no information in regard to similar resolutions of other bodies. 

: (c) Yes. 

(d) With effect from the 1st Sraban, 1347 B.S. 

¥ 

Recruitment of typists for Secretariat by competitive examination. 

*327C. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether a competitive examination was held after advertisement 
by the Public Service Commission in December, 1937, for the purpose 
of recruiting typists for Bengal Secretariat and attached offices? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a list of the names, in order of 
merit, of the candidates who passed the said examination, showing — 

(t) who have been recruited to permanent posts; and 

(ft) who have been given temporary employment, together with the 
respective dates; 

(tit) names of the office of their employment, and 

(t‘r) the respective periods of such employment? 
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(c) Is it a fact that one such competitive examination was held in 
August, 1937 P 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all 
the candidates who passed the examination held in August, 1937, were 
absorbed before the aforesaid examination held in December, 1937, was 
conducted by the Public Service Commission? 

(e) Is it also a fact that another competitive examination for the 
aforesaid purpose was held in the year 1939 amongst Muslim candidates 
only? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for holding such examination before absorbing the Hindu candidates 
who passed the examination held in December, 1937? 

(fj) Is it a fact that the list of the Hindu candidates who passed 
the competitive examination held in December, 1937, will be cancelled 
in the course of a few months? 

(Jt) If so, do the Government contemplate the desirability of pro* 
viding the unemployed amongst those successful Hindu candidates 
before the list is cancelled? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (th# 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy): (a) An examination wns held for 

recruitment of typists for the Secretariat only. „ *" 

(b) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) All except two who declined to accept employmei|t in temporary 

posts. * * 

(e) An examination was held in January, 1939, for Muslims, 
backward classes and minority communities. 

(/) There were not sufficient successful candidates belonging to the 
Muslim or minority communities or to the backward classes in the 
examination held in 1937 to fill the vacancies reserved under the rules 
for these communities. 

(g) The list of candidates eligible for appointment £s a result of 
the examination held in December, 1937, will be cancelled in 
December, 1940. 

(h) No. 

Mr.^SURENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the reasons why all Hindu candidates were 
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given temporary appointments and none of them were given permanent 
appointments and also why all Muslim candidates were given perma- 
nent appointments? 

Tim Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHR AWARD Y: Looking through the 
lists I find that Muslims have been given appointments on probation. 
I understand that this is due to the fact th*L on the records as they 
stand at present there are hardly any Muslim typists in employment. 


Staff in theUffica of the Administrator-General and Official Trustee of 

Bengal. 

*3270. Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Will 

Minister in charge of ihe Judicial Department be pleased 
table u statement (showing grade by grade) — 

(/) the number m employees that are in the Offices of 
trator-General and Official Trustee of Bengal; 

(ii) the number of them that are — 

(1) Muslims, and 

(2) Hindus? 

*% * - 

(b^Vtll the HonHrie Minister be pleased to state how many lower 
grade assistants have .been promoted tfr "topper grades in the said offioe 
from April, 1939, to February, 1940? 

(c) How many of «uch promotions have been given to — 

(l) I^mht&^and 

(Z) Muslims? 

(d) What steps do the Government propose taking for the observ- 
ance of the communal ratio in service in the said office both in case of 
new appointments and promotions? 

The Hobble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H033AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) to (c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) The question of recruitment to clerical posts in this office is 
already engaging the attention of Government and the orders which 
it is proposed to be issued will, it is hoped, secure the observance of 
the communal ratio decision, and increase the percentage of Muslima 
in the topper and lower grades. Promotions* must, however, be based 
on merit, with due regard to seniority. 


the * 'Hobble 
to lay on' the 

the Adminis- 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) tm (c) of starred question* 

No . S27D . 

<«)» 


Grade I Re. 260 — 20 — 350 

. . 

.. 3 

Grade II Rs. 175—10—225 

, , 

.. 4 

Grade III Rs. 1 10— 10^460 


.. 9 


Scale — 


Rs. 40 — 5/2 — 100 . . . . . . 46 

Rs. 40 — 5/2 — 75 — 3/2 — 90 .. ..20 

Re. 80 — 5/2 — 105 — 10/2 — 155 (Stenographer) .. . . <4 


• , Vacant in Rs. 40 — 90 

. . 

2 

(*•') (I) Muslims — 

Total 

.. 85 

Grade I Rs. 250—20—350 


Nil 

Grade II Rs. 175— 10— 225 


Nil 

Grade III Rs. 110— 10— 160 


Nil 

Scale Rs. 40—5/2—100 


.. 6 

Scale Rs. 40—5/2—75—3/2—90 


.. 7 

Scale Rs. 80— 5/2— It>5— 10/2— 155 .. 


Nil 

(2) Hindus — 


* 

Grade I Rs. 250—20—350 

* 

.. 3 

Grade II Rs. 175—10—225 

1 4 ' 

. .V 4 . , 

Grade III Rs. 110— 10— 160 


•4 9 * 

.Scale Rs. 40—5/2—100 

. . 


Scale Rs. 40—5/2—75—3/2—90 

* • 

..13 

Scale Rs. 80—5/2—106—10/2—155 . . 

Total 

.. 1 

.73 

(b) Three lower jrrade assistants from 

time scale Rs. 40—6 /2 — 10 

have been promoted to Grade III Rs. 110 — 10 — 160. 

* 

(c) (1) Hindus 


.. 3 

(2) Muslims . . 


.. Nil. 


Copies of Government circulars with reference to the supplementary 
question asked in connection with the starred question No. 279 on the 
1st April, 1940, regarding -principles followed in delimitation of 
district board constituencies have been laid on the Library Table* 
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Mr. SPEAKER*? Questions over. We will now take up th 
Tenancy Bill. ** 

* 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that fiv< 
minutes more be allowed to answer a Very important short-notio 
question given notice of by the European Group, namely, No. 287 A ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That may be taken up to-morrow. 

a 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. "SPEAKER: We shall now take up the Bengal Tenancy 
(Third Amendment) Bill, 1989. * , * 

Sir Bijoy, will you please move the motion that stands in you 
name ?■ 

(The Hnn’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy rose to speak.) 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : Sir, I have got an adjournmen 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, but you ought to have risen as sooi 
as I declared that the questions were over. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: I did not know. Sir, that tin 
questions were over. Dr. Sanyal asked tor five minutes’ further tim< 
for questions* and 1 thought that the discussion was going on on that 
point. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, I told Dr. Sanyal that the question would hi 
taken up to-morrow. I was surprised that you did not rise immediatelj 
after that. 

Mr. 6tllT08H KUMAR BA8U: I thought that you wew 
considering the question as to whether five minutes’ more time should 
be granted or not, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leaving that aside, I looked round, but you did 
not rise. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, there was some room foi 
misapprehension on my part. Under the circumstances, will you 
kindly allow me to move this adjournment motion ? 
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Mfc SPEAKER: All right. But if Sir flSjoy had moved his 

motion, I would not have allowed it. f 

* 

Mri 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US I have fcot your consent already. 
May I read it out ? * 

Mr* SPEAKERS Yes. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U S It runs as follows: — 

“That the business of the Assembly do stand adjourned to consider 
a definite matter of urgent public importance and " of reoent> 
occurrence, namely, the action of the Government in issuing an order 
to aJkPjjrinters, Publishers and Editors in Bengal which was published 
in the ('alcntta Gazette Extraordinary , dated Fridays April 6, 1940, 
prohibiting absolutely the printing or publishing within the province 
of Bengal of any document described or referred to in the said order.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would ask Sir Nazimuddin whether he has got 
anything to say about its admissibility. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I maintain that 
this question has already been discussed during this session in this 
House. I refer to Assembly Proceedings, Volume LVI, No. 1, page 
297. I will read out the passage: — 

“Mu. Speaker: Mr. Basil, I want to be clear on this point, 
namely, you want to raise it oi* the issue that it is an abuse 
of powers under the Defence of India Act. Is that the issue? 

“Mh. Santosh Kt'MAit Bam : That is one of the issue# certainly. 

V * 

“Mr. Speaker : I do not think that you can raise too many 
issues.” 

I maintain t hat as far as the policy and this question gl'. application 
of the Defence of India Act are concerned, that has been discussed 
more than once in this House, and Bpecial OTders under the Defence 
of India Act concerning newspapers were discussed, and it is clear from 
the reply given to your query by Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 

Now, Sir, I maintain that once that is the law of the land and 
Government applies the law of the land, that cannot create any situa- 
tion. For example, Sir, if the Government were to impose 
primary education cess in a particular district and supposing some 
people maintain that this imposition of cess has created a situation — 
(Laughter from Opposition Benches.) — it is not a matter of laughing. 
27 
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Representations were made to Government from certain district® 
where it was imposed that it had created a situation, though actually 
an adjournment motion was not moved. But I maintain, Sir, that 
Government gave effect to certain rights that they have under the 
law of the land, and therefore that cannot be a subject-matter of 
discussion. That is my seconif point, Sir. 

My first point is that this question has been discussed more than 
once. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: What was the particular matter 
there ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That was an adjourn- 
ment motion over 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: An editorial article? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think so. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Basu, will you reply to the points raised by 
Sir Nazimuddin ? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, the question that has been 
raised by the Hon’ble the Home Minister resolve, s it -.elf into two parts. 
First of all, he contends that question as to the application of the 
Defence of India ltules in connection with publications in newspapers 
has already been discussed in this House. To that nn answer is that 
the proceedings of the Assembly to which reference has just now been 
made by the Hon’ble the Home Minister related to the prohibition of 
publication of editorial articles in one particular newspaper without 
submitting them to the previous scrutiny of the Government or a 
particular officer of the Government. So far as this matter which is 
now sought to be raised in this adjournment motion is concerned, well, 
it is so comprehensive that it applies to all printers, publishers and 
editors in Bengal and it prohibits the printing or publication within 
the province of any document containing a reference by way of state- 
ment, advertisement, notice, news, comment or otherwise and 
the whole or any part of any programme for the .so-called “National 
Week, 1940” issued by or on behalf of the suspended Bengal Provin- 
cial Congress Committee — not only that — but by any body affiliated 
thereto or connected therewith or any document containing a reference 
by way of statement, etc., fo Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Swami 
Sahajanandu or either of them or any organisation with which they 
are connected or any programme identical with, or based on, or 
‘substantially similar to, or reproduction of part or the whole of, any 
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such programme. It does not stop there. It also goes further and 
relates" to any jjrocession, meeting, assembly or demonstration held, 
speech Jelivered, or thing done or omitted to be done in connec- 
tion or in accordance with or for the furtherance of any pro- 
gramme referred t6 in sub-clause (a) or part of such programme. It 
does not stop there either. It proceeds further and says that any 
document containing a reference by way of comment to this order 
will also be prohibited. By one comprehensive sweep it seeks to bring 
within its purview anything and everything which might happen in 
connection with the National Week programme for 1940 connected with 
certain bodies or certain individuals. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to know what you want to discuss. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I want to discuss the specific 
order, in so far as it seeks to apply to all these persons, organisations 
and newspapers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Your position is: ‘‘1 condemn this action of 
Government in applying this order to newspapers.” 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Yes, T do that 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you cannot raise the issue of abuse of power 
or curtailing the liberty of the press. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, the previous discussion was 
not so comprehensive or it did not lead to a matter as comprehensive os 
the present one. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would refer you 
to the speech delivered by the Leader of the Opposition as reported 
in the official proceedings, Volume LVI, No. 1, pages 138 to 141. 
From there you will find that the Leader of the Opposition there made 
an issue so wide and so comprehensive that there is nothing more that 
can now be discussed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That is exactly the point. ;I want to know from 
Mr. Basu whether he w T ants to discuss this order itself, irrespective 
of the right of Government to issue the order. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Apart from thl inconvenience 
caused to the newspaper reading public — I, for instance, may not go to 
any of these* meetings which have been banned but I have eve^r right 
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to learn what is happening in this matter, and Government have no 
right to stop the publication of what happens in thes^meetings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I must tell you is that jou cannot discuss 
the action of Government as*nn instance of the abuse of power in 
curtailing the liberty of the press. That is absolutely barred. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not of course know how it 
can be absolutely barred, but I do not quarrel with you on this point. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please look to Rule 98 (Hi) of the Rules 
of this House which says that “the motion must not revive discussion 
on a matter which has been discussed in the same session”? If you 
also look to page 297, Volume LVI, No. 1, regarding the last adjourn- 
ment motion on the II indust han Standard you will see that I said that 
the only matter for which this motion can be brought would be about 
“the abuse of power for curtailing the liberty of the press.” That 
was the issue in that adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Hut, Sir, may I just point out 
that that particular order related to the prohibition of editorial articles 
in one particular pai>cr which were not previously submitted to the 
scrutiny of Government or of its officers? Here the matter goes much 
beyond that; this is an altogether different matter. If you will look to the 
second part of this order, you will find that “any document containing 
a reference by way of comment to this order” is also prohibited. That 
was not the case with the previous adjournment motion. I wonder 
whether even the proceedings of this Assembly can be reported in the 
newspapers with regard to this matter. So the present order goes much 
beyond what was pontained in the previous order. 

* * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 must bring home to you that you are in this 

unfortunate position that you cannot discuss the applicability of the 

Defence of India Rules so far as Government’s power to promulgate 

those orders is concerned. For, in that case we would be discussing 

the same matter twice in the same session, which as T have pointed out, 

is barred to you. 

* ? . > 

Rai HARENDRR'JlATH CHAUDHURI : We do not want to do 

that, Sir. This is a different matter altogether. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I)o we discuss generally the 
applicability to rules in all cases? lii fact the rules "quoted are 
differed. There are more than 200 different rules in the Defence of 
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India Art Ru^es. We might have discussed the applicability of a 
particular rule in relation to a particular kind of incident, hut this 
does not rule oii^discussion of all the rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER^ May I ask Mr. Basu if he wants to raise in his 
adjournment motion any question about the right of Government to 
issue such an order ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : No. Sir, that is not the 

point at issue at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is what I want to be clear on in regard to 
this matter. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 have not raised the question of 
Government’s right at all, but have only raised the question of the 
application of the rules in this particular case. I have only referred 
to the action of Government, and I have framed my resolution in that 
way. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In a former motion 
we discussed the curtailment of the liberty of the press but in this 
case it is a complete suppression of all news. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think I should allow a general discussion 

on this matter jin I have a hitter experience of this. I therefore take 

it that this adjournment motion is proposed to he discussed on the 
basis ot the action itself and not on the basis of the existence of a 
right or want of right on the part of Government. So you see Sir 
Nasnmtddin, Mr. Basu says — and 1 do not dtjny— that he will not 
discuss the question of Government's right or nl*yqf the curtailment, 
of the liberty of the press. Have you anything to say against this? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 consider on principle 
that this is not a matter which should he discussed in an adjournment 
motion. Of course it is for you to decide finally. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In view of the narrow Issue % of the term wdiieh 

has been used by Mr. Basu in his motion 1 have to hold that his 

motion is in order, for the reason that, as I havt? already made clear, 
this motion cannot be discussed on the plane that this is an abuse of 
power for curtailing the liberty of the press. This cannot he discusser! 
— it must J>e understood — the only thing that ran he discussed is on 
the basis of 'the act itself — whether it is right or wrong. After all, 
the right of Government is one thing and the act itself and its 
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consequences are quite different things. So having regard to the 
narrow issue raised I have to hold that the motion is in order. , I 
have therefore to find out now whether there are a suicient number of 
members who are in support of this motion bein|f discussed. Will 
the honourable members please rise in their places? 

(After a pause when the Secretary counted the number.) 

As I find that, more than 50 members have risen in support of this 
adjournment motion I hold that the motion is in order. As regards 
the time I shall fix it a bit later. We will now take up the Tenancy 
Amendment Bill. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1938, as passed with 
amendments by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative Council 
in the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 19-19, be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. U? in the name of Mr. Surendra 
Nath Biswas is not in order. 

. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I want to submit that it 
is in order. I want to give the same relief to the mortgagor by my 
amendment, but not in the way in which the amendment passed by 
the Upper House proposes to give. If you kindly go through the 
proposecKsub-section (!)) as proposed in the Upper House you will find 
that in respect of a mortgage by conditional sale the mortgagor lias 
been given the right under sub-section ( 0 ) (</) that he may at any 
time institute a suit for a declaration that the original principal 
together with all interests due thereon has been extinguished by the 
profits arising from tire land in respect of which and subsequent to 
the date on which 'possession was so delivered and for recovery of 
possession of the mortgaged property. In this connection, if you 
will kindly go through the amendments made by the Assembly in 
clause 2 


Mr* SPEAKER: I do not want to say as to whether the amend- 
ments made by the Upper House are within the scope of the Bill. 
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Mr. SURENORA NATH BISWAS: I do not say anything on 
that point, Sir. You will see from sub-clause (/) of clause 3 that by 
this Bill section 26 ( g ) has been emended to cover in sub-section (1) (a) 
of section 26(g), every kind of mortgage subsisting on or after 3lst 
August, 1937. But by the amendment which was passed by the 
Assembly in 1938 the mortgage referred to in that section included 
usufructuary mortgages only. The section has now been amended to 
include all mortgages including mortgage by conditional sale, in 
which possession was delivered to the mortgagee. Now', Sir, the 
effect has been that a mortgage by conditional sale will not subsist 
for more than fifteen years. This has been accepted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Accepted by the Assembly or the Council? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8* Both by the Assembly and 
the Council. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Therefore, you want to bring in this amendment 
as a consequence? 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Yes, some sort of consequen- 
tial amendment. Moreover, the relief that is wanted to be given to 
the mortgagor by sub-section (9) is rather complicated. It cannot be 
possible without the mortgagee 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have my fullest sympathy, but I am sorry 
to say that the amendment is not in order. 

Clause J. 

Mr. MD. ABUL PAZL: Sir, I beg to move^that in clause 3 (J), 
original sub-section (7) of section 26G be reinstated. 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 (5) 
in ttfc proviso to proposed sub-section (7) of section 26(1, line 4, for 
the word “twelve” the word “three” be substituted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 (<5), proposed sub-sections (9) to (14) of section 26G be omitted. 

Mr. MO f ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move tlmt in clause 3 (-5) 
the proposed sub-section (9) of section 26G be omitted. 

Mr. QHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 ($t in proposed sub-section (9) of section 26G, lin$ 3, the 
words “by conditional sale” be omitted. 
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Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I be# to move that in clause 3 (J) 
in proposed sub-section (9) of section 2f>G, in line 3, a|ter th6 .words 
‘‘conditional sale” the words “or any other mortgage” be inserted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (6) of clause 3 in clause (a) of the proposed sub-section (.9) 
of section 20G, in line 1, after the words “at any time”, the words 
“before a decree fSr foreclosure in respect of the mortgage shall have 
been passed by the Court” be inserted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 (fi), paragraph (h) of the proposed sub-section ( 9 ) of 
section 26G be omitted, 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir. T beg to move that in 
sub-clause (fi) of clause 3, in clause (b) of the proposed sub-section (.9) 
of section 2(>G, in lines 2 and 3, for the words beginning with “fifteen 
years” and ending with “mortgage” the following words be substituted, 
namely : — 

“the due date as fixed in the deed of mortgage for repayment of 
the mortgage debt.” 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Sir. 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (J) to the 
proposed sub-section (9) of section 2(iG, the following proviso he added 
namely : — 

“Provided that after the expiry of fifteen years from the date of 
the execution of the mortgage deed the mortgagee will he considered 
a trespasser in respect of the mortgaged properties without bringing a 
suit as provided in* sub-section (9) (b)." 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Before you pass on to amend- 
ment Nos. 35-61, T think we should discuss sub-section (9). 


Mr. 8PEAKER: We must take the section as it is. 


Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 (o) the proposed sub-section (JO) of section 2f>G be omitted. 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(d) 
in the proposed sub-section (10) of section 26G, line T, for the word 
“eight” the word “one” he substituted. 
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Mr. MWAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause $*.(£) in proposed sub-section ( 10 ) of section 26G, line 7, for the 
word “eight” fhe words “four and half” he substituted. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 (5), 
in the proposed sub-section ( 10 ) of section 26G, line 7, for the word 
“eight” the word “five” be substituted. 

I also beg to move that in clause 3 ( 5 ) in proposed sub-section ( 10 ) 
of section 2GG, line 7, for the word “eight” the word “six” be 
substituted. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(d) 
in proposed sub-section ( 10 ) of section 2GG, in line 7, for the word 
“eight” the words “three annas” be substituted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3 (J) in the proposed sub-section ( 10 ) of section 2(>G, after the 
words “per 0111111111 ” at t lie end, the following w T ords be added, 
namoh : — 

“and the mortgagee’s costs of the suit for foreclosure, if any, such 
suit has been instituted by the mortgagee in respect of the mortgage 
before getting notice of the suit instituted by the mortgagor under 
sub-section (.9).” 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3 (/>) 
the proposed sub-section ( 11 ) ot section 2G(t, be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
sub-clause (J) of clause 3 in the proposed sub-section ( 11 ) of 

section 26G, in line 3, after the word “thereon” the words “and the 
costs, if any, as referred to in sub-section (79)” he inserted. 

Sir, I also l>eg to move that in sub-clause (-5 ) of clause 3, in the 
proposed sub-section { 11 ) of section 20G, in line 4, the words “or by 
any other means” be omitted. « 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir. I beg to move that in clause 3 0 ) 
the proposed sub-seetion (72) of section 20G, be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-elause 0 ) of clause 3, in the proposed sub-section ( 12 ) of 

section 2GG, line 4, the words “or by any other means” be omitted. 

• 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: 1 beg to move that in clause 3 ( 5 ), 
in proposed ‘sub-section ( 12 ) of section 26G, lines 8-9, for the word# 
“a reasonable period” the words “fifteen years’ time” be sulfttituted. 
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. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (5) of clause 3 after the proposed sub-section (12) of section 
26G, the following explanation be inserted, namely:— 

“ Explanation . — The word ‘profits’ as referred to in sub-sections 
(9), (10), (11) and (12) meins net profits calculated after deducting 
fiorn the market value of the crops produced in the mortgaged land 
and harvested by the mortgagee the costs of cultivation of the mortgaged 
land and other costs of production of and those of harvesting the crops 
produced therein and also the amount of rent and cess paid by the 
mortgagee for the mortgaged property.” 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that in clause 3 05), 
the proposed sub-sections (13) and (14) of section 26G be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (5) of clause 3, for the proposed sub-sections (13) and (14) of 
section 20G, the following sub-section l>e substituted, namely: — 

il (13) Any decree passed by any Court under sub-section (7/) or 
sub-section (12) shall be subject to the provisions of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908, in respect of appeal, revision or review.” 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in clause 
3 (5), the proposed sub-section (13) of section 26G be omitted. 

I also l>eg to move that in clause 3 (5), in proposed sub-section (13) 
of section 20(1, the words, figures and brackets “or sub-section (12)” 
be omitted. 

“ Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to move that in clause 3 (5), 
proposed sub-section (14) of section 2(i(f be omitted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 1 beg to move that in clause 
3 (5), in proposed sub-section (14) of section 20(1, line 2, the words, 
figures and brackets “or sub-section (12)” be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may 1 submit that the 
discussion may take place sub-section by sub-section ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole clause stands as one whole and deals 
with several sub-clauses. So the discussion should take place on the 
whole clause. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, may I suggest that if the 
sub-clauses are taken up one by one, movers of amendments on a 
particular sub-clause will be able to confine their arguments on that 
sub-oloitiKe only 
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Mr. WEAKER: I may say that one member has proposed omis- 
sion, another has proposed substitution and a third member 
has proposed a change in the language. So, I think, it would he 
better to take up the section as a whole for discussion. This will 
simplify matters. 

The matter is now open to general discussion. 

Mr. DHIREHORA NATH DATTA: Sir, the point tor consideration 
is that in the original Bill as passed by the Assembly 

The Hon’trie Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY; Sir, may I know 
on which particular amendment the honourable memlier is speaking? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I am speaking on all the 
amendments that have been moved by me. 

Sir, the original Bill as passed by the Assembly stands on one 
footing and all forms of mortgage in which possession was delivered 
to the mortgagee stand on the same footing. Ileie, owing to the 
amendment passed by the Council, an advantageous position has been 
given to the mortgagee h\ conditional sale. It has been laid down 
that the mortgagee by conditional sale, after an expiry of If) years, 
will be entitled to institute suits to show that debt, lias not been 
satisfied by jKissession for 1ft yeais. He will he entitled to show that 
after possession for 15 years, something still remains due if the calcula- 
tion he made at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum by way of interest.*, 
So, that is an advantageous position which has been given to the mort- 
gagee hv conditional sale. We do not see any reason foi such distinc- 
tion. All mortgages in which possession has been delivered to the 
mortgagee should stand on the same footing. There is no reason why 
a mortgagee by conditional sale should be given such advantage and 
put in a separate class. 

Then, Sir, m\ first suggestion is to omit the promised suh-secl ions 
( 9 ) to ( 14 ). If the subsections remain, we propose that the rate 
of interest should be reduced from 10 per cent, to 4| per cent, and 
from this side of the House, we have proposed that if 4J per cent, lie 
deemed to be very low, the rate of interest may be reduced to al least 
6A per cent. It may be contended by Government that under 
the Ikfonev-lenders Act, it has been laid down that the rate of 
interest on secured debts should be 8 per cent, per annum. 
But there is a distinction between a mortgage in which possession 
has been delivered and in other forms of mortgage,, The distinction 
is thereto far as the mortgagee to Whom delivery of possession has 
been given is concerned, because in his case realisation of interest 
becomes sure. He is entitled to realise interest by sowing ops and 
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thus he can enjoy profit and thereby realise interest. So, in his case, 
the rate of interest should be reduced. Mv submission to the members 
on the other side is that if they are really solicitous for the interests 
of debtors, the rate of interest should certainly be reduced to 6 per 
cent, instead of 8 per cent. Sjr, I hope Government will accept this 
moderate rate of interest which has been suggested in the amendment. 
The other amendments moved by me are really consequential. If the 
pioposed sub-section 12 be deleted, then the proposed sub-sections 13 
and 14 will necessarily go out. 

Sir, before I sit down, I want to say something about sub-section 

(72). It has been stated that in a suit instituted under suh-section 

(.9), if the Court is satisfied that the original principal still remains 
due, it will be entitled to pass a decree and not only that, it will be 
entitled to give a leasonable period. Sir, with regaid to that, there 
are certain amendments. “A reasonable period” is a very vague term, 
and it is left to the discretion of the Court to decide it. Now, all the 
Courts do not exeicise the same discretion. So the reasonable period 
must be fixed. In ouj view, the reasonable ]x»riod should not be less 
than 10 years. We are fully conscious of the fact that we are here 
for scaling down debts and for giving opportunities to debtors to pay 
off debts. In the case of debts which will be settled by Debt Settle- 
ment Boards, they are inclined to give a large number of instalments. 
So, this matter should not he left to the disci etion of the Court to 
ascertain. Our view is that the jwuiod should not lie less than 10 
sears. This is the N|s»cial feature of the promised suh-section (12). 

Sir, this is all 1 have got to sa> with legat'd to these amendments, 

and 1 hope, these amendments will he accepted by the meinheis of the 
other side of the House — I mean the members of the Coalition Party — 
who profess to he solicitous for the interests of debtors. If they are 
really solicitous for the interests of debtors, the> must reduce the rate 
oi interest and they should not make anv distinction between a 
mortgage on conditional sale and othei forms of mortgage. With 
these few words, I commend m \ amendments to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I would like to speak 
first in supjiort of m\ amendment No. 41. Sir, my amendment relates 
to sub-clause (o) of the proposed subsection (V). In that clause (a) 
it is provided that the mortgagor may at any time institute a suit for 
a declaration that the original principal together with all interest due 
tfiereon has been extinguished by the profits! Now, Sir, by my 
amendment I want to make a limitation to that time. I want to 
provide that the mortgagor may at any time before a decree for fore- 
closure in respect of the mortgage shall have been passed by the Court 
instituted suit. Sir, you will find from the provisions of the proposed 
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sub-sections (.9), (10), (11) and (12) that it has been suggested that 
the mortgagor or the mortgagee may at any time institute a suit for 
haring their dues, principal and interest (dues have been specified 
there as principal and interest) being extinguished by the profits of the 
land in possession of the mortgagee. But supposing a mortgagor 
institutes such a suit after the mortgagee has instituted a suit for 
foreclosure, the question arises whether the mortgagee will be entitled 
to get the cost of his suit tor foreclosure. In all fairness he should 
get the costs. But in view of the proposed sub-section (.9) the Court 
will not entertain that suit for foreclosure any longer but will proceed 
with the suit under the proposed sub-section (0). The Court will not 
go to find whether anything beyond the principal and interest due to 
the mortgagee has been extinguished by the profits that he has 
derived from the land while he was ill possession thereof. I am, 
therefore, opposed to allow the mortgagor to institute a suit under the 
proposed sub-section (.9) after the mortgagee has instituted a suit for 
foreclosure which he is entitled to do under the terms of agreement 
entered into with the mortgagor. It will be very much iniquitous it 
he does not get the cost of the suit. The sub-section (*9) as it stands 
will be very much detrimental to his interest for no fault of his. Sir, 
equity demands that the mortgagee should get all his dues, the princijjal 
and interest due under the mortgage as well as the costs he has been 
outpocketed for instituting a suit for foreclosure which he has a 
right to do. It will be highly iniquitous to deny him that. By my 
amendment I propose to remove that inequity. This is my argument 
as regards amendment No. 41. 

Now, Sir, I come to amendment No. 51. This relates to clause 
(b) of the proposed sub-section (*9). In clause (It) it is provided that 
the mortgagee may at any time utter the expiry of 15 years from 
the. date of the instrument creating the mortgage institute a suit for 
a declaration that the original principal together with all interest 
due thereon has not been extinguished. Sir, mark the words “at any 
time after the expiry of 15 years.” Sir, it goes absolutely against 
the amendment which has been accepted in sub-clause 1 of clause (3). 
The spirit of the amendment of section 26G [vide sub-clause ^(1) of 
clause tf| was that every mortgage including a mortgage by conditional 
sale entered into by an occupancy raiyat in respect of his holding or 
a portion thereof in which possession of land has been delivered to 
the mortgagee shall be extinguished after the expiry of 15 years. 
So, the mortgagee’s right in a conditional sale will be extinguished 
after the expiry of 15 years. If that has once been provided, h <m 
can this Legislature again provide in clause (h) of the proposed sub- 
section (0) that the mortgagee may at any time afffcr the expiry of 
15 years- from the date of the instrument creating the mortgage, 
institute a ‘suit for a declaration that the original principal ^together 
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with all interest due thereon has not been extinguished ? These are 
contradictory to each other. Sir, in order to remove this anomaly and 
also to give a legal as well as a reasonable colour to the desired amend- 
ment, I have proposed that the mortgagee may at any time after 
the due date as fixed in the deed of mortgage for repayment of the 
mortgage debt shall be entitled to bring a suit. The time has been 
limited by my amendment. If my amendment is accepted, Sir, then 
the mortgagee’s right to institute a suit after the expiry of 15 years 
as proposed in clause (b) will not come in. His right will be extin- 
guished under the accepted amendment which is embodied in sub- 
clause (1) of clause 8. But within the period of that 15 years the 
mortgagee may bring a suit for such a declaration, of course, after 
the due date as fixed in the mortgage deed. This is my argument 
with regard to amendment No. 51. 

Now, Sir, I am coming to amendment No. 80. This relates to 
the proposed sub-section (10). In the proposed sub-section (10), 
Sir, it is provided that in any suit instituted under sub-section (9) 
tjie Court may, if it thinks fit, reopen any transaction relating to the 
mortgage for the purpose of ascertaining whether the mortgagee in 
possession has derived from the mortgaged pro]>erty profits sufficient 
to extinguish the original principal, together with simple interest 
thereon calculated at the rate of 8 j>er cent, per annum. That is, it 
is contemplated that the mortgagee will get only his principal and 
interest but not the cost of suit for foreclosure if he has instituted 
any such suit before the mortgagor has instituted a suit under clause 
(a) of the proposed sub-section (.9). So, Sir, 1 submit in all fairness 
and equity the mortgagee should be entitled to the cost of the suit 
for foreclosure if he has started any before the mortgagor has filed 
his suit under clause If, and for that purpose, Sir, I have moved my 
amendment. 

Now, Sir, J am coming to amendment No. 92. That is almost a 
consequential amendment. If my amendment No. 80 is accepted, 
No. 92 should also be accepted. Because amendment No. 92 relates to 
the proposed sub-section (1) wherein it has been provided that “in any 
- suit instituted under sub-section (9), it the Court is satisfied that the 
original principal, together with all interest due thereon, has been 
extinguished by the profits arising from the mortgaged property or 
by any other means, it shall make a # declaration to this effect and 
shall pass a decree restoring possession of the mortgaged property to 
tie mortgagor.” So in this connection also. Sir, I would like to 
submit that if in the meantime the mortgagee has instituted a suit for 
foreclosure, hewAould get his cost. In order that he may get the 
cost, the Court should see whether the profits cover the jynount of 
the cost$ also. 
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*Now| Sir, I come to amendment No. 93 and amendment No. 103 
together. Sir, by these two amendments I have asked to delete the 
Words “or by any other means” from the proposed sub-section ( 11 ) 
and th$ ^proposed sub-section ( 12 ). Sir, the proposed sub-section ( 11 ) 
comes as a matter of procedure in the suit instituted under sub-section 
($)• ,Tj? suit, under the proposed sub-section (.9), the mortgagor 
will institute a suit to have it declared that the principal and interest 
have been extinguished by the profits only. That is, he will ask the 
Court to find whether the profits have been sufficient enough to extin- 
guish the principal and interest. If the Court finds that the profits 
have not been sufficient to extinguish the principal and interest, it 
will proceed under other sections. 

Now, Sir, under these circumstances, the inclusion of the words 
“by any other means” does not stand to reason, and they are absolutely 
irrelevant. How can the Court find under sub-sections ( 11 ) and ( 12 ) 
that the principal and interest have been extinguished “by any other 
means”? The Court has no jurisdiction to make a finding like that, 
because the Court will be confined to decide the issue whether the 
profits have been sufficient enough to extinguish the principal and 
interest, He will have to find whether the principal and interest have 
been extinguished by profits and profits alone. So it will be absolutely 
irrelevant and illegal for the Court to raise any other issue. With 
these words, I commend all my amendments for acceptance by the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, your time is up. 

Now, Wore adjourning for prayer I may say that in consultation 
with the different parties I have decided, without making any precedent 
in any way, that the adjournment motion will l>e taken up to-morrow 
some time after the questions. The actual time will be announced when 
I adjourn the House to-day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why not take it up to-day? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case you will spoil your dinner tp-d&y. 
(Laughter.) ^ « 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAtlDHURI : Will there be anyl 
business of tbe House adjourned till io-morrow ? 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will look into it. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, will you cut short tbe 
time? 
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Mr.* SPEAKER s I have already cut short the time. We are likely 
to go on at lealt till 7-30 p.m. After that there will be hardly any timf 
before dinner. The best way, I think, is to meet to-morrow. 


„ * * 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL.S In that event may I request you, 
Sir, to take up the adjournment motion to-dfcy, because under the rule 
not more than one adjournment motion can be taken up on one day. 
And who knows that to-morrow there will not be another adjournment 
motion ? ( Laughter. ) 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 jet us hope for the best. (Laughter.) In any 
case, I have consulted the leader of your group as well as others, and 
they have all agreed that the adjournment motion should be taken up 
to-morrow. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Biswas, you have already finished. 

Mr* SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: No, Sir, I have not. I shall 
be very brief, Sir. 

With regard to amendment No. Ill, 1 want a definition of the word 
“profits.' 1 It has been provided, Sir, in the proposed sub-section ( 9 ), 
(W), (11) and (12) that the mortgagor or the mortgagee may bring a 
suit for a declaration whether the principal and interest due uuder the 
mortgage have }>eeu extinguished by the profits. Sir, in the absence 
of any definition of the word “profits*', it will be very difficult for the 
Court to come to a finding whether the principal and interest have or 
have not been extinguished. But, Sir, what is a profit? In commer- 
cial matters the word “profit” is defined in one way and in other 
matters in another way. Sir, what meaning will a Court take with 
. rqgar3 to this word “profit,” while dqp^Jing whether any profit has 
bfceu derived from the laud? So I submit my amendment should be 
Accepted. If it is accepted, then ufeitl “]>rofit" will be found clearly 
defined in the Act. It will meaj\ ftp? profits calculated after deducting 
from the maAtet value of the crofF produced in a mortgaged land and 
harvested by the mortgagee, the cost of cultivation of the mortgaged 
land and other costs of production. of and ^hose of harvesting the crop 
produced ther^W and also the amount of rent and cess paid by the 
mortgagee for the mortgaged property. The items which I want to be 
deducted from the value of the crops produced in the mortgaged land 
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are the items which should be deducted to find out the profits. The 
costs of cultivation are items for which the mortgagee has been out of 
pocket and so also are the rent and cess that the mortgagee has paid 
with regard to the mortgaged land. Sir, my definition is very clear. 
There is no ambiguity or vagueness in it and that definition should be 
accepted, so that the Court may find a reasonable basis for finding out 
that the profits have been sufficient to extinguish the principal or the 
interest. Now coming to my amendment No. 114, I want to submit 
that in sub-clause (■>) of clause 3 the proposed sub-sections and (14), 
of section 26(4 be substituted by the sub-section referred to in my 
amendment. In the proposed sub-section ( 13 ) it has been provided 
that subject to the provision ot sub-section (14) the decision of the 
Court shall be final, and the proposed sub-section (14) says that an 
appeal shall lie to the District Judge from any decree passed under sub- 
section (11) or under sub-section (12). Such provision is quite unsatis- 
factory Now, Sir, if my amendment is accepted, then the provision 
with regard to the apjiettl or revision comes on a par with a similar 
provision that has been made under the proposed sub-section (7), with 
regard to sub-section (*J) of section 2f»(f. In the same section there 
should not be two different provisions foi appeal in similar cases. So, 
if my amendment is accepted, the anomaly which pervades the two 
different provisions is remedied, and l>oth the mortgagor and the 
mortgagee will be able clearly to know that there will Vie equitable 
dispensation of justice in everybody’s case. So I submit thut these two 
amendments a 1 mo are pertinent find should be accepted. 

Mr. SHAHEDALl! Sir. in inming mv amendment which stand’s in 
im name, I lx*g to submit that ihe obiect and tendency of this amend- 
ing Bill was to do good to the debtors, but from the way in which it lias 
been amended in the Upper House it has become clearer that it is not 
for the good of the debtors hut for the good of the creditors. In sub- 
sec tibn (9) (n) of section .‘i of the Bi’l there is a provision for the 
mortgagor to briug a suit for redemption of his land and in sub-clause 
(b) there is a provision for the mortgagee to bring a suit for declaration 
that be will lie in possession ot the profierlv after the expiry of the time, 
but there is no provision as to how long the mortgagee will be in posses- 
sion of that particular plot. There is no such provision. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 know, Sir, 
on which particular amendment the member is speaking? 


Mr. SHAHEDALl: On amendment No. 55. Further, there must be 
a time-limit as to how long the creditor will be in possession of that 
plot of land, but there is no such provision. Supposing for argument’s 
sake that there is no suit instituted under sub-section (9) (a), will the 
28 
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mortgagee bring in a suit for the possession, but if he does not who will 
be in possession ? For that my proposal is that the mortgagee must 
bring in a suit or the mortgagor. If the land is in possession of .the 
creditor, the property will be declared after 15 years to be in possession 
of the mortgagor and after that the mortgagee will be considered a 
trespasser and there will lie a criminal suit against him. He can only 
recover possession of the land by bringing a suit under section 9 of sub- 
section (a). 

Maulvi MO. ABUL FAZL: Sir, the amendments have been moved 
with a view to omit the new sub-sections (7), (9), (10), (77), (12) and 
(13). The reason is that in order to institute suits by the mortgagor 
or the mortgagee these suits should be declaratory suits. That means 
Court fees of Its. 20 in addition to other incidental expenses. Then, 
again, in sub-section (10) the interest has been put a little too high. 
In sub-section (11) t lie time-limit is not mentioned. Then in sub- 
section (12) tj)e time-limit of 15 years may l)e exceeded. Rut in these 
two sub-clauses (77) and (12) there is no time-limit specifically men- 
tioned, making it jrossible to exceed 15 years. Sub-section (13) is 
clearly unnecessary, because sub-section (14) is quite Mifficient. Then 
again as regards the interest ot 8 jmt cent., it is a little too high in 
these hard days. On these grounds we think that the new amendments 
(7), (.9), (10), (11), (12) and (13) are unnecessary and these should 
be replaced by the old sub-sections (7) and (<V) as we passed them in 
the Assembly. 

Mr. MONMOHAN DA8: Sir, I should like to speak a few words in 
view of the fact that amendment No. 4(> stands in my name. I submit 
that sub-clause (b) of proposed sub-section (!)) gives the mortgagee a 
right to institute a suit after the expiry of the due time, that is after 
15 years. So it is quite natural for the mortgagees to find opportunities 
to create troubles to t lie mortgagors even after the expiry of the time, 
and thereby they will always think ot trying to keep the land in their 
possession even after the due time. The mortgagees are the creditors 
and the mortgagors are the debtors, and it is quite natural for the 
mortgagees — I mean the creditors — to hire witnesses and prove to the 
satisfaction of the Court by any means that the profit arising out of the 
lands that were in the possession of the mortgagees could not satisfy 
the demands. So I submit that if such an opportunity be given to the 
creditor to create trouble to the debtor, it would rather encourage liti- 
gation, and so I submit that there should he a time-limit laying down 
how long the mortgaged land will remain in possession of the mortgagee 
after the expiry of the due time, according to the decision of the Court. 
So T submit that this sub-section ( h) to the proposed sub-section ( 9 ) 
should be omitted. 
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Mr. ASIMUOOIN AHMEO : Sir, *H41 **5i ** fcj C*TC4 clause 1114 
sub-clause#r'l omission 44 motion frwff I Hi Bengal Tenancy! Ill Amend- 
ment Bill <*i House* *1*1 *41 44 *41 C45tC4 *1*41 4 $tC* *111 

CVtC! 4 **:* d#*TM *5lt* *1 (4W Upper House, — «*t:i! f*4t*4 

*1 (.#it4 — ifi*#* c*ici f*c*ti i * fmfri *tafw 4»<cic*4 
^14r*fJ f*l*T| — Cl ®*1C44 9 4lfa*t14 7*441 C*tC4 C*** 1 , >*41 

«tc*4 *9 *n 7<7T4 *41, 4141 1*t44 9 4141 &T*1 f*C4C4 « faCfC* 

*1C«I1C4I 1W 71*1* *41 *1*1 51*1 fftatf <8141 *tW4 *1141 

4tf el *1*t4 C*tC4 fa* *t4 4141 facie* 3HTS 7TC44 *4Sl pill C*tC4 
f?C4 tics IT 4 <«# ffcli I^CIC-fo %C*1I I f*7 Upper House— f* *t«1 
f» ^*ftn 413*1*4, *tl%*C*4 *7*411 C*tC4 fl*l&tC3 41*4 

C*4 C*tC4Cf 4 *14 C*T* *lf4 ffefl C*1H 9 I*C* *1T«/f *1 1 4# *tSci 
4*<C4C1>9 *3 *7ltC1, C**flfcl111 C4 flltlC* *®1 *4t44 -it-T *f4C1 

fatit^a, Minister-in-charge <*«ftca inf*! *tCf», $tt* f**Tn1 c*Tlff 

fafa# f* C*tC4 *T1T1 filSlC* fl*4*TC4 *119 **!C1C74 1 41* *tf* 4 « 
•Tfa Cl Upper Houseas 3TC41 majority *1C7 1 4 $ majority 4 t *1 4149 

ff*lt4 *ti ipfr ci* \*c* nraff ai 1 <#§1 c*c* citi « *1* i*<cic 4 * 

«* 4 ** *ca1*t1, <**! *11# *1l14 *41 4*1 1C11*Tl 1 <13 43<C7P&4 

«f% C1C11 C*TC *4 icat*t4 4141*1 11 C4TC4 41C4 111 «t*tC 4 l fa^im*! 
4* 4*1 *«! 4t41 1 J 171 C*TC4Cfa I *1141 CISlCI f**1 111 C*t«ff»lt1— 3U3 
conditional sale lit* C*lS' 41 ItlWl CIUCI*— .1#&T# final 4C4 *f *14 
ff*1 I 3141C4 4TC41 *19] C*TS' f* fill apply C*T4C4 *C4 4# 14 41471 

C*tC4 *1t #f*n 4tf4i1C44 *aj $t*T *4514 4I17t C*1C4 (SfWfCV* 44?1 *4f4 
7P4T47 C1TC4C71 1 

*Tfi *1* >fl# *4T5l Ita^hl Sir Bijoy ^Prasad Sinha 414144C* 
f*WT4| C*Tlff— D| House*! majority 4t41 Cl fl»lt?tC* *11*1 *f?C1 
fade 4-1 Cl# fll&Tt* $1141 Upper House* majority 41*1 414* 4c*i<1 

4*C4 H4 *f4C4C44 f* 1C1t%T1 C4C* Cltfrl *Tfl TflJC* 5t# I *lfl C4t 
4144 7t*44t1C«4 *141 C4t* *t#f*1C*I *lff, #T4 1C* *W* fla *1* 
Clltlfjl, ill 1831 1*C5 >4*1 fiTTI ffcil 1 «#i *tfi *t* ^*c* 

*T4f7 ai c*a f*fa 4 *t%ci ** !*i *1* c*T4cf», *at *TSli *aj **1 
*t* C*tffC5* 1 *THC*4 <4*1* 1C*f «| 4it*n!$l4 **14 Cft«5 (Here the 
Speaker very loudly said) *TU1 *1* "*ti *fac3 H# *if*rfa f* iciWl 
C4C* <4#1 C*14,tf4, *1*1144— 
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Mr. SPEAKER : Ordef, order. 

Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED : -fltftns through ff|t| 

f*f*it*l* CRT*fl ! 

Mr. SPEAKER : *T*TC* «!tfR D3JTI R1 1 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 

there is a storm over a tea cup. I am not at all responsible for the 
changes introduced in the Bill in the Upper House, because Government 
opposed these changes which are unpalatable to my friend opposite. 
They were carried against Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS* You may amend these amend- 
ments here. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government were 
not responsible for the changes introduced. That is the short and sweet 
reply to my friend, Mr. Asimuddin Ahmad. 

Now, Sir, I shall turn to the amendments moved by several 
honourable members. First of all, I would refer to the amendments 
moved by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta. 

Mi. SPEAKER: I think I am expecting a fourth Amendment Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Mr. Dutta sug- 
gested the deletion of sub-clauses (9) to (14). Evidently his idea is 
that after the fifteen years’ time-limit the mortgagor should auto- 
matically get possession of the mortgaged property and neither the 
mortgagee nor the mortgagor should be given any opportunity to go to 
Court. Now, in sub-clause (9) (a) an opportunity has been given to 
the mortgagor to go to Court even before the fifteen years’ time to 
show that within that period the money due from him has been liqui- 
dated and he is entitled lo re-enter the mortgaged property. Similarly, 
in sub-clause (h) the mortgagee has been given the right to go to Court 
to show that though fifteen years have expired still the money due to 
him has not been fully liquidated. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Does the mortgage stand after 
fifteen years? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, it does not 

after fifteen >ears. It is very clear. 


Mr. ( SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How can he go to Court then? 
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Tile Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYS He has been given 
a special right. It is very clear. My friend need not have interrupted 
me. The mortgagee is being given a special right to go to Court after 
the expiry of the fifteenth year to show that the money due to him has 
not been fully liquidated so that he should be given a term of another 
few years to enable him to get back at least the principal amount due 
to him and not any interest on it. 

Sub-clauses ( 10 ), (77), (72), and (77), are practically consequential. 
If these rights are conceded to the mortgagor and the mortgagee, which 
1 maintain, are very salutary rights, the others naturally follow. So, 
I oppose these amendments on those grounds. 

My friend Mr. Dutta in his amendment oi sub-clause (72) suggested 
that instead of “reasonable period’’ it should be ten years, so that 
though the mortgagee will not be entitled to realise any interest after 
the fifteenth year, on being again put into jwssession of the property, 
the mortgagor should be given the right to pay the amount due in ten 
years’ time. This will certainly be a very long period. Therefore, the 
expression “reasonable period’’ is, in my opinion, extremely reasonable 
and should not be deleted and substituted by ten years as suggested by 
Mr. Dutta. 

In his amendment No. 80 Mr. Dutta wants to remove the words 
“conditional sale.” This is something which I cannot understand. 
Mr. Dutta in his amendments Nos. 25-28 wants to do away with the pro- 
visions giving right to the mortgagee to go to Court or the mortgagor 
to go to Court with regard to conditional Nales, because these provisions 
will only apply to conditional sales and not other forms of usufructuary 
mortgages. Now, in his amendment No. 80, Mr. Dutta wants to do 
away with the words “conditional sale” so as to make this provision 
applicable to all sorts ot usufructuary mortgage and he wants to widen 
thtf scojx; of this clause. So the two amendments are entirely incon- 
sistent . 

Sir, now I turn to Mr. Dutta’s proposal about the rate of interest 
in amendments Nos. 72 to 78. His proposal is to reduce it to 0 per 
cent. Here he has anticipated my reply that Government thought that 
it would be reasonable to limit it to 8 per cent. — an amount which is 
mentioned in the Money-lenders Bill in case of secured loans. Sir, 
there is no justification for reducing it further. 

Sir, I would like now to reply to some of the proposals and amend- 
ments moved by Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. In amendment No. 41, 
he suggests that the cost due to the mortgagee for a foreclosure suit 
should be payable. This will only increase the burden of the mortgagor 
and so I oppose it. In amendment No. 51, he suggelts that the mort- 
gagee should be allowed t© go to Court before 15 years, as soon as the 
amount is due, and not after 15 years as proposed here. In ^iat case, 
my apprehension is this, that in every mortgage by conditional sale, 
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there will be a suit by tbe mortgagee to prevent tie mortgagor Iron* 
getting back the possession and the benefit which this Bill seeks 'to 
confer on the mortgagor will be practically taken away if Mr. Biswas 9 
amendment is accepted. 

In amendment No. 80, Mr, Biswas wants to add the award of costs. 
The Court is free to award costs, and it is not necessary to mention 
specifically that it should do so. Amendment No. 92 is consequential 
to amendment No. 80; so I need not reply to that. In amendment 
No. 93, Mr. Biswas says that why should there be the mention of the 
expression “any other means,” and he has got serious misgivings about 
the words “any other means.” He has also argued that the Court will 
not be justified in going into all these points. Suppose a mortgagor 
pays something in kind and a portion of the amount due in cash, then 
will not the Court, in finding whether the amount ha*s been liquidated 
or not, go into that point and take notice of the fact that actually some 
amount has been paid in cash? 

Sir, Mr. Biswas suggested in his amendment No. Ill that the word 
“profits” should be defined. I think that it is absolutely unnecessary. 
Wide powers have been given to Court and the Court, I am sure, will 
take into account the facts of each case and will decide accordingly. 
But if we lay down any definition, it might not be applicable to all cases. 

About appeals, Mr. Biswas again suggests that appeals should be 
guided by tbe provisions of the Civil Procedure Code and not as laid 
down here 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Bijoy, you oppose all the rest of the amend- 
ments f 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir, I oppose 
them all. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Ahul Fa/.l that in clause 3 (•?), original sub- 
section (7) of section 20 ((It) be reinstated, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqhul Ilossain that in clause 3 (6) in the proviso 
to proposed sub-section (7) of section 2f>G, line 4, for the word “twelve” 
the word “three” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 3 (o), 
proposed sub-sections (9) to ( \14 ) of section 20 (G) be omitted, was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — §6. 


AMtlitMtr Pttetft, Mr.W 


AMtl Wafcai, Mivhri. 
AMI rut, Mr. Mi. 
AtHMti Kitty Mr. tyttf. 
All— MU* A l t — i. Mr. 


StttrJI, Mr. latyi Priy*. 
t t — r jta, Mr. UfcfttHu 
•arat, Mt* Pr— tart, 
hnui, Mm tty— « NiM. 
•tat. Mr. fttfcMt Kttiar. 


•tttrji, Mr. P, 
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•if arm, i*a Lakshmi Nartyu. 

BJtwm, Mr. Ijprtvkn Nath. 

Bast* Mr. tmt Ohaakra. 

Chakraharty, Mr. katiakra Nath. 
Chakraharty, taka Nartakra Narayaa. 
Bkattapakhyay, Mr. Harlpaka. 

Oaa, taka Rakhaaath. 

Oat. Mr. Maamahaa. 

Oat Bnpta, taka Xhagtakra Nath. 
Oatta, Mr. Dblrsakra Nath. 

Oalai, Mr. Naraafra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. tahaaiar. 

Oatta Mazaaikar, Mr. Nihartaka. 
Kmkakal Ha*at, Kast. 

Banguly, Mr. Pratal Ohaakra. 

Obata. Mr. Atal Krfthaa. 

Oimvkkln Ahmtk, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. ktftsh Ohaakra. 

Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Haaaa All Ohtwkhvry, Mr. lyak. 

kataa, Mr. I. D. 

kaaak Ali Majaaikar, Maalvi. 

Khaa, Mr. Dtbankra LaH. 

Ktmar, Mr. Atul Ohaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Mattl, Mr. Nikanja Bahari. 

Mattra, Mr. turaakra Mahaa. 


Majl, Mr. Akwatta Kaaiar. 

Majaaikar, Mrs. Htmaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Ohaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. Jtftakra Nath. 

Maakal, Mr. Krtthaa fratak. 
Maairaxsaataa Itlamahaki, Maalaaa Mk. 
Mapkai Naaala, Mr. 

Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Or. kkaral Ohaakra. 

Mallitk, Art jut At ha talk. 

Naikar, Mr. Mtai Ohaakra. 

Pala, Mr. Baraka pros at a a. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tarlaitharaa. 

RaaUzakkia Ahuak. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa taakar. 

Ray, Mr. KUharl Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatha Nath, 
laayal, Dr. Naliaaktha. 
laayal, Mr. lataaka Sakkar. 

•aa, Mr. Atal Ohaakra. 

Ihahakali, Mr. 
thamtakkin Ahaiak, Mr. M. 
liaha, Irijat Maaiakra Bhataa. 
tar, Mr. Harankra Kaaiar. 

Waiiar Rahman, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOC8 — 115. 


Akkal Alia, Maalaaa Mk. 

Ahkal Hafiz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Akkal Hafiz. Mr. Mia. 

Abkal Hakaam, Mr. 

Akkal Hakim, Maalvi. 

Akkal Hakim Vlkramparf, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkal HamM, Mr. A. M. 

Akkal Hamik lhah, Maahri. 

Akkal Jakkar, Maalvi. 

Akkal Kaktr, Mr. (alias Lai Maab). 

Akkal LatH Biswas, Maalvi. 

Akkal Majtk, Maalvi. 

AkkallMaJIk, Mr. lyak. 

Akkal Wahak Kkaa, Mr. 

Akkallah*al Mahmaak, Mr. 

Akkar Rahmaa, Khan Bahakar A. f. M. 

Akkar Rahmaa OMkifl, Mr. 

Akkar Rashatk, Maalvi Mk. 

Akkar Raaf, Khaa tahlk Maalvi I. 

Akkar Raaf, Khaa Bahakar lhah. 

Akkar Razzak, Maalvi. 

Ahkas lhahttk, Maalvi Mk. 

Akat Qaaaam, Maalvi. 

Attak Ali, Mr. 

Ahawk Ali Kaayttpori, Khaa Bahakar Maalaas. 
Ahmtk AM Mrtkha, Maalvi. 

Ahomk Hatala, Mr. 

ANauikkla Ahmtk, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi. 
AmtaaNah, Khaa lafclk Maahri 
Aaararaf Azim, Khaa Bahakar Mk. 

AahrataH, Mr. M. 

Aalak Namala Khaa, Maahri 
AiBar AM, Maalvi 
Bakrakkaja, Mr. Oyak. 

Bar at AM, Mr. Mk. 

Oam, Mr. katiakra Mkh. 


Ohipptnkaia, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dm, Mr. Anakal Ohaakra. 

Dm, Ral tahlk Kirlt Bhataa. 

Oats, Baba Dtktakra Nath. 

Ibbar, Mr. Upaakraaatb. 
rarhak Raza Ohowkhary, Mr. M. 
rarkat Ban* Khanam, Bsfvm. 

Pazlal Hay, *ht Hta’Mt Mr. A. K 
razlal Qaaklr, Khaa Bahakar Maahri. 

Fmlar Rahman, Mr. (Daeta). 
pmlar Rahmaa, Mr. ( Mymtktlag k). 

Fraaeh, Mr. P. H. 

Oamts, Mr. I. A. 

BriMths, Mr. 0. 

Byas akkll Ahmtk Oktakhary, AlhakJ. 
Hatzakkln Ohtakharl, Maahri 
Hamlltta. Mr. K. A. 

Hmhtm Ali Khaa, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi 
Hatlaa Marshak, Mrs. M.B.K. 

HatamaMy Jam afar, Khaa tahlk Maalvi 
Hawkiaft, Mr. R. 4 . 

Hay watt, Mr. Rt|trs. 

Htakry, Mr. DavM. 

Ikrls Ahmtk Mia, Maalvi 
ispakaal, Mr. M. A. H. 
tatatakkia Ahmtk, Khaa Bahakar, Maalvi. 
katlmakkta Ahauk, Mr. 

Kahiraktta Khaa, Khaa Bahakar Maalvi 
Kaztm AN Mlrza, tahlksakt Kawaakah tyat. 
Ktaatky, Hr. 1. B. • 

MtBrtftr, Mr. «. B. 

Malta kkta Ahmtk,, Or. 

Malta tkia Ahmtk, Maalvi 
Matzakkla Oktakhary, Maalvi 
MBfakt, Mr. L. T. 
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MiktakuMifl Akmvtf, Kkn lililir Mtilvl. 
Mania*, Mr. Banka Bikari. 

Manual, Mr. Bfrat Ohaiira. 

Mantfal. Mr. Jafat Chridra. 

MantmMln Akbank, Maahrl. 

Miltt, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mnhammvd All, Kkan Bahadur. 

Mtktin All, Mr. Md. 

MMlam All M»Hah, Maulvi. 

Moxammtl Hon, Manlvi Md. 

Muhammad Altai, Khan lahlk Mautvl lytd. 
Muhammad lihMua, Maahrl. 

Makammad lirail, Manlvi. 

Makammad llddl'ac, Kkan Bakadur Or. lycd. 
Makammad telalman, Kkan Vahlfc Maulvi. 

Malllck, tka Mon'Ma Mr. Makanda Bvhary. 

Malllck, Mr. Falln Bahary. 

Maakarraf Hotaaln, tka Hon’fcla Na«ak, Khan 
Bakadur. 

Maataiawaal Haqua, Mr. lyvd. 

Naaarallak, Nawakxada K. 


NazImodJin, tka Haa’Ma Kkarala Sir, K.O.I.I. 
Baikal, tka Han’Ma Mr. Praaaaaa Dal. 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Manlvi. 

Raxaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram. 
lakaka Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Sadaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Akmad, Haji. 

SaHm, Mr. S. A. 

•anaullab, AI-HaJ Maalaaa Dr. 
larkar, Baku Madkaaadaa. 

•arajul Itlkm, Mr. 

•hakahaddla, Mr. Kkwaja, O.B.E. 

Ikamiuddia Akmad Kkondkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Baba Utta Manda. 

Imitk, Mr. H. Brabant 
Suhrawardy, tka Nan'bla Mr. H. I. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tamixuddin Kkan, tka Nan'bla Mr. 

Total Ahmad Okoudhury, Manlvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yuaut All Okoudhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 00 and the Noes 115, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fasti that in clause 3 (6), the proposed 
sub-section {9) of section 20(r be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 3 (5), in 
proposed sub-section (//) of section 20G, line 3, the words “by con- 
ditional sale” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that in clause 3 (5), in proposed 
sub-section (9) of section 2GG, in line 3, after the words “condi- 
tional sale” the words “or any other mortgage” be inserted, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Suren dru Nath Biswas that in sub-clause {$) of 
clause 3 in clause (a) of the proposed sub-section (9) of section 26G, 
in line 1, after the words “at any time” the wonL “before a decree 
for foreclosure in respect of the mortgage shall have beeu passed by the 
Court” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 3 (J), 
paragraph (b) of the proposed sub-section (9) of section 26G be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (5) 
of clause 3, in clause (b) of the proposed sub-clause (9) of section 26G, 
in lines 2 and 3, for the words beginning with “fifteen years” and 
ending with “mortgage” the following words be substituted, 
inamely : — 

"the due date as fixed in the deed of mortgage for repayment of 
the mortgage debt,” 


was then put and lost. 
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Th^ motion of Mr. Shall edali that in clause 3 (5) to the proposed 
sub-section (9) of section 26G the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

'‘Provided that after the expiry of fifteen years from the date of 
the execution of the mortgage deed the mortgagee will be 
considered a trespasser in respect of the mortgaged pro- 
perties without bringing a suit as provided in sub-section 

W <M ” 


was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 (5), the 
proposed sub-section (10) of section 2(>(t be omitted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that in clause 3 (-5) in the pro- 
posed sub-section (10) of section 2GG , line 7, for the word “eight 0 
the word “one” be substituted, was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 


AYES- 38. 


AMalJabbar Pajwtn, Mr. Mi. 
AMU Wahai, Mulvi. 

AVjI Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Ahmai Khan. Mr. Syai. 
Aaimaiila Ahntai, Mr. 

Baaarji, Mr. Satya Prlya. 
Banarjaa, Mr. tlbnatb. 

Barm a, Baku Pramhart. 

Barman, Baba lb yam a Praaai. 
Bitvas, Baba Lakabml Narayan. 
Obakrabarty, Mr. iatlnira Natb. 
Da*, Mr. Maamahan. 

Datta, Mr. Obiraaira Natb. 

Datta Maxsmiar, Mr. NlbaraMa. 
Emiaial Ha*aa, RatL 
Blaaaiila Abmai, Mr. 

Bapta, Mr. i. N. 

Naaaa All Obaatfbary, Mr. Syai. 
Jaaab AH Majamtfar, Maalvl. 


Kantfa, Mr. Ntahttha Natb. 

Haiti, Mr. Nlkanja Bahart. 

Mai, Mr. laarar Obanira. 

ManiaJ, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

Manial, Mr. iogaaira Natb. 

Manual, Mr. Krtabna Praia*. 
Manlraztamaa lalamabaii, Mailaaa Ml. 
MMbal Haaaln, Mr. 

Makbar|aa, Mr. B. 

Malt bar) I, Dr. Ibarat Ob a Mr a. 

Naakar. Mr. Nam Ohanira. 
pramanlk, Mr. Tarlnlebaran. 

Ramliaiiln Abmai, Mr. 

Shabatail, Mr. 

SbaaMpiiln Abmai, Mr. M. 

Ilagha, Baba Kabatra Nath. 

Bar, Mr. Narantra Kamar. 

W altar Rahman, Maatvt. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 117. 


Abial Asia, Maalana Mi. 

Abial Mata, Mr. Mina. 

Abial Na«i, Mr. Mia. 

Abial Hakaam, Mr. 

AMal Hakim, MaaHrL 
A Mai Hakim VUtrampart, Maalvl Mi. 
AMal HaaUi. Mr. A. M. 

AMal HamM tbab, MaatvL 
Abdaliabbar, Maatvt. 

Abial Kaiar; Mr. (aNaa La I Maab). 
AMal Law Blavraa, MaalvL 


Abiat Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abialla-al Mabmaai, Mr. 

Abiar Rabmaa, Kbaa Babaiar A. F. M. 
Abiar Rabmaa IlMItl, Mr. 

AMar RaabaM. Maalvl Mi. 

Abiar Raaf, Kbaa Sabtb Maalvl I. 
AMar Rant, Kbaa Babaiar tbab. 

AMar Ratsak, Maalvl/ 

AMaa IbafeaM, Maalvl Mi. 

AMI Maablm, MtalvL 
AMI Qataam, MaatvL 


AMal Mk|M, MaalvL 
Abial M|*M, Mr. Syai. 


A bam* AN laayvtparl, Kbaa Babaiar Maabwc 
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Ak«K AH MrMtoa, MmM. 

Mm* Haute, m. 

****** Abmal, KkM Bahalar HmM. 
Amlaattbh, KkM lahlb Maalvl. 

A aw ami AxIm, Kku BikiMr Ml. 

Afbrafali, Mr. M. 

AmM Haauta KkM, Maalvl. 

Askar All, Maalvl. 

BalraMaJa, Mr. lyal. 

•■rat All, Mr. Ml. 

Bm, Mr. latlalri Nath. 

Bblpptal**, Mr. 4. W. 
dark, Mr. I. a. 

Dm, Mr. Aaakal Obtain. 

Dm, dal laklb Klrftt Bbaia*. 

Farhal Rasa Obiwibary, Mr. M. 

Rarhst Ban* Khaaam, Bvgaai 
Fbflbl Hag, «ka Haa'bla Mr. A. K. 
racial QaaMr, Khaa Bahatfar Maalvl. 
ratlar Babaiaa, Mr. (Dana), 
raster Rahman, Mr. (Myaianalafk). 

Frank, Mr. P. N. 

MsIsm larwar Ncaalai, Mr. ikah lyvl. 

Dm, Mr. |. a. 

•rlMtha, Mr. 0 . 

Baraag, Mr. Dambar llngh. 

Byaaailln Akmai Ohaalhtiry, AlhalJ. 
HaOiaMte Obaalbarl, Maalvl. 

HamIHaa, Mr. K. A. 

Haiaauuaman, Maalvl Ml. 

HMkaai All Kbaa, Khaa Bahalar Maalvl. 
HMlaa Marebai, Mrt., M.B.K. 

Matt* ally Jamalar, Khaa laklb Maalvl. 
Haarklafi, Mr. R. 4. 

Haywatl, Mr. Ragvrt. 

Haalry, Mr. Davll. 

Ilrli Abmal Mia, Maalvl. 
lapabaal, Mr. M. A. H. 

4aialsMs Abmal, Khan Bahalar Maalvl. 
iMlmallia Abmal, Mr. 

Kabirallla Khan, Khan Bahalar Maalvl. 
Xaaam All Mlraa, lablbxala Kawaa lab lytl. 
Kanaaly, Mr I. B. 

MeBragar, Mr. B. B. 

Malxallla Abmal, Dr. 

MaBaaiila Ahawl, Maalvl. 


Maftsalihi Bhaalbary, Maalvl. 

M again, Mr. L T. 

MabtabaMia Abmal, Khaa Bahalar Maalvl. * 
Maalal, Mr. Banka Babart. 

Maalal, Mr. Blrat Ohaaira. 

Maalal, Mr. 4««t Ohaaira. 

MaairalMa Akhaal, MaatvL 
MHIar, Mr. 0. 

Mahammal AH, Kbaa Bahalar. 

Mabaia AH, Mr. M A 
Maaltai AH Mallab, MaalvL 
Mat am mat Hag, Maalvl Ml. 

Mahammal Altai, Khaa lahlb Maalvl lyal. 
Mahammal Itbagat, Maalvl. 

Mahammal ItraH, Maalvl. 

Mahammal imigaa, Kbaa Bahalar Dr. lyH. 
Mahammal lalaimaa, Khaa lahlb Maalvl. 
MvKick, th« Hvn'hla Mr. Makaala Bahary. 
Malllrk, Mr. Falla Bahary. 

Maaharraff Haualn, tha Haa'bla Hawab, Khaa 
Bahalar. 

Maatagawaal Hagaa, Mr. lyal. 

Ratarallah, Nawahtala K. 

Naxlmallla, tha Haa’bla Kbwaja Ur. K.C.I.C. 
Baikal, tha Hon'bla Mr. Prmanaa Dab. 

Rajlhullln Taratlar, Maalvl. 

Rataar Rahman, Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

•ah aba Alam, Mr. lyal. 
lalarallin Abmal, Mr. 
lalrallln Abmal, Hajl. 
lailm, Mr. I. A. 

•anaallah, AI-HaJ Maalana Dr. 
larkar, Baba Malhaaalan. 
lerajal Islam, Mr. 
lahaballia, Mr. Khwafa. 0. I. E. 

•hamiallin Ahmal, Kbenlkar, Mr. 

Ilrlar, Baba Utta Mania. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant, 
lahrawarly, tha Hon’bia Mr. H. I. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tamitallin Khaa, tha Maa’blt Mr. 

Tefal Ahmal Chealhury, Maalvl Ha|i. 

Walker Mr. W. A. M. 

Yasaf All Chealhary Mr. 


The Ayes being 88 and the 


Noes 117, tlie motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that in clause 3 (£), in pro- 
posed sub-section (10) of section 2(>G, line 7, for the word “eight” 
the words “four and half” be substituted, was then put and lost. 


The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 3 (S), in the’ pro- 
posed sub-section (10) of section 26G, line 7, for the word “eight” the 
word “five” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fazl that in clause 3 (*5) in .proposed 
sub-section ( 10 ) of section 26G, line 7, for the word “eight” the 
word “six” be substituted, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that in clause 3 (J), in proposed 
sub-section (10) of section 26G, in line 7, for the word “eight” the 
words “three annas” be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 3 (5), in 
the proposed sub-section (10) of section 2C>G, after the words “per 
annum” at the end the following words be added, namely: — 

“and the mortgagee’s costs of the suit for foreclosure, if any, 
such suit has been instituted by the mortgagee in respect 
of the mortgage before getting notice of the suit instituted 
by the mortgagor under sub-section (i9),” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 (4), the 
proposed sub-section {11) of section 26G be omitted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in mib-clause («£) of 
clause 3, in the proposed sub-section {11) of section 2(>G, in line 3, 
after the word “thereon” the words “and the costs, if any, as referred 
to in sub-section (10)* 1 be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (5) of 
clause 3, in the proposed sub-section {11) of section 26G, in line 4, 
the words “or by any other means” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 ( 5 ), the 
proposed sub-section ( 12) of section 2GG be omitted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (5) 
of clause 3, in the proposed sub-section ( 12) of section 2(i(i, line 4, 
the words “or by any other means” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

Jhe motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 (#5), in pro- 
posed sub-section ( 12) of section 2GG, lines 8-!), for the words “a 
reasonable period” the words “fifteen years’ time” be substituted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (»5) of 
clause 3 after the proposed sub-section (12) of section 2GG, the 
following explanation be inserted, namely: — 

“Explanation . — The word ‘profits’ as referred to in sub-sections 
(,V), (10), (11) and (12) means net profits calculated after 
deducting from the market value of the crops produced in 
the mortgaged land and harvested by the mortgagee the 
costa of cultivation of the mortgaged land and other costs of 
production of and those of harvesting the crops produced 
therein and also the amount of rent and cess paid by the 
mortgagee for the mortgaged property?” 

fM then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 (£), the 
proposed sub-sections (13) and (14) of section 26G be omitted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Suren dra Nath Biswas that in sub-clause (5) of 
clause 3, for the proposed sub-sections (13) and (14) of section 26G, 
the following sub-section be substituted, namely: — 

“(13) Any decree passed by any Court under sub-section (11) or 
sub-section (12) shall be subject to the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908, in respect of appeal, revision or 
review,” 

was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 3 (»5), the 
proposed sub-section (13) of section 2(>G be omitted, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta that in clause 3 (J), in 
proposed sub-section ( 13) of section 26G, the words, figures and 
brackets “or sub-section (12)'' be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 3 (6), proposed 
sub-section (14) of section 20G be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3 (<5) in 
proposed sub-section (14) of section 20G, line 2, the words, figures, and 
brackets “or sub-section (12)" be omitted, was then put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That disposes of all the amendments moved so 
far. 


Clause o. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendments Nos. 128 and 129 are not in order. 

BflrtHJ PREMHARI BARMA: Why not. Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ihn ■ause so far as No. 129 is concerned, nobody 
knows how much of the production will bring in the money necessary 
to meet the decretal amount of the cost. Therefore, in law you cannot 
legislate anything indefinite, and it will totally fail and the section 
will be made inoperative. 

Btbu PREMHARI BARMA: But, Sir, the Court will decide as 
to how much portion of the tenure will bring in that amount of money. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: After all the Court has no machinery to decide 
the value of a land or a portion of a land until it is sold. Your 
language is “such portion of the tenure or holding to which the 
decree relates as is necessary to meet the amount with costs.” So 
how can the Court come to a judgment in such a case? 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: As regards my amendment No. 128 
it is for the restoration of the portion omitted by the Upper House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is absolutely redundant, in my opinion. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir , I beg to move that in 
clause 5, in the proposed station lf>8A, the proviso to clause (<t) of sub- 
section (i) be omitted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 5, in the proviso to clause {a) of sub-section (/) of the proposed 
section 168A, lines 2 and d, the words “of the temporary settled 
estate” be omitted. 

Sir, I also beg to move that in clause 5 the following proviso be 
added to clause (a) of sub-section (/) of the proposed section 168A, 
namely — 

“Provided that the provisions of this clause shall not apply to 
the proceedings in execution of a decree for rent obtained 
by a co-sharer landlord in respect of bis share if the tenure 
or holding to which the decree relates has already been sold 
in execution of a similar decree obtained by another co- 
sharer landlord.” 

Mr. MAQBUL HOS8AIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 5, 
sub-section (1A) of proposed section 108A, be omitted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5, 
in proposed section 168A (1A), line 7, alter the word ‘ sold the 
words “or if sold, has been purchased by the decree-holder” be inserted. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Sir, I beg to move the short 
notice amendment instead of my amendment No. 154, namely, that in 
clause 5, the following proviso he added to sub-section (7A) of the 
proposed section 168A, namely — 

“Provided that in case further step in execution of the decree be 
time-barred upon the withdrawal of such attachment, the 
execution proceedings as referred to in sub-section (/A) 
•hall continue, if the decree-holder so desires.” 
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Mr* ASIMUDDIN AHMED' Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5, 
sub-section (2) of the proposed section 168A be omitted. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 5, 
original sub-sections (2) and of the proposed section 168A be 
reinstated. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Now clause 5 is open to debate. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Sir, I would like to say a few 
words in support of my amendment for the deletion of the proviso to 
clause (a) of sub-section (7) in the proposed section 168 (A). 

May I ask the Ilon’ble Minister in charge what is the meaning of 
this proviso ? The proviso is meaningless. During my experience of 
many years as a lawyer, I have not found such expression as is found in 
the proviso. It is really meaningless. What is meant by “the term 
of the tenancy of the temporary settled estate” ? What sort of 
tenancy is it? As it does not convey any meaning, it should he deleted. 
It only demonstrates the hastiness of the legislation. If it becomes 
part of the statute, it will only show that we do not at all take care 
of what is going on. The Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill does 
not know what meaning is intended to be conveyed. So, I beg to 
submit that the proviso should be deleted. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, in support of my amendment 
No. 150, I beg to submit that it has been provided that if any property 
other than the entire tenure or holding has been attached and if the 
property has not been sold, the Court shall direct the release of that 
property if the judgment-debtor applies. I want to submit here that 
a provision should be made that even if the property other than the 
entire tenure or holding has been sold after attachment and purchased 
by the decree-holder, in that case also t lie Court shall release the 
property if the judgment-debtor applies. This Bill is intended to give 
relief to tenants and therefore it is just and proper that the property 
should he released if the property other than the entire tenure or 
holding to which the decree relates has been attached and purchased 
by the decree-holder. With these few words, I beg to commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I shall deal with my 
amendment No. 142 first. By this amendment I want to delete the 
words “of the temporary settled estate” from the proviso. The 
proviso has been provided in order to give some relief to the landlord 
of the temporary settled estate. 
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MIT* SPEAKER: It has not been provided to give relief to any- 
body, As the language stands at present, you cannot interpret it 
that way. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WAS: However, as Sir Bijoy insists 
on having it as it is here, he wants to give relief only to the land- 
lord of the temporary settled estate, that is, Government, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Government’s attitude, so far as I have been 
able to understand it, is this. So far as this section is concerned, it is 
absolutely meaningless. But Government want to give effect to the 
other provisions in the Bill. Probably Government would come forward 
with a fresh Bill. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That is exactly 
the attitude of Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They want to give effect to the other -provisions 
in the Bill and that is the reason why, in spite of admitted defects, 
they proceed with the Bill. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: They can swallow many 
things. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am certain they cannot swallow you! 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Perhaps a time may come 
when they may do so. If it is intended to give relief to the landlord 
of the temporary settled estate, it stands to reason that such relief 
should he given to all landlords. Therefore, these words should be 
deleted from the proviso. 

Then, I come to amendment No. 143 which is very reasonable and 
rational, and I hope that Sir Bijoy will accept it. By this amendment 
I provide that a co-sharer landlord who has got a decree for his share 
of t he rent would be entitled to realise his money in case where the 
entire holding has passed out of the hands of the tenant. Sir, the 
right of a landlord to get a decree for his rent and to realise it from 
his tenants has been very much controlled by this new section 108(A). 
It is provided in this proposed sub-section that a landlord shall not be 
entitled to realise Jjis decretal amount except by the sale of the entire 
holding. Now, Sir, a oo-sharer landlord oan also sell the entire hold- 
ing for his share of the rent. Supposing that a co-sharer landlord gets 
a decree for his share of the rent and sells the entire holding in 
execution of that decree, and that in the meantime another co-sharer 
landlord sues for his share of the rent and gets a decree subsequently 
to the other decree, does the Hon’ble Minister tnean that the second 
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oo-sharer landlord will not get anything? This does not stand to 
reason. It is but just and reasonable that he should get his share of 
the rent and therefore he should be given the right to realise his 
decretal amount in any way he likes, although the holding has passed 
out of the hands of the tenant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I take it, Mr. Shamsuddin, you want exactly the 
deletion of the amendments made by the Council and the substitution 
of the clauses in the original Bill which the Assembly passed. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think that that is the correct form. The 
motion will then stand as follows: that clauses 1A and 2 as in the 
Bill be deleted and that clauses 2 and 3 as in the original Bill 
substituted. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Then, Sir, as regards my 
short notice amendment it provides that in case further step in 
execution of the decree be time-barred upon the withdrawal of such 
attachment, the execution proceedings as referred to in sub-section 
(1A) shall continue, if the decree-holder so desires. Suppose, a land- 
lord has applied for execution on the last date of limitation and, before 
this law comes into force, has applied for the attachment of a part of 
the holding. Suppose that has been the position of the execution 
proceedings. In the meantime this law comes into effect. Then, 
unless some provision is made in the way I have proposed, t lie applica- 
tion will be time-barred and the decree-holder will have no remedy in 
realising t lie amount of t he decree. So, 1 submit, that in all fairness 
and justice, this amendment should be accepted and this proviso be 
inserted. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose 
this amendment with regard- 

Mr. SPEAKER: l have already explained the Government 
position. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, with 
regard to proviso* to sub-clause { 1 ) of clause 5, you have very kindly 
explained the difficulties of (Government. In fact, I quite realise that 
this proviso is meaningless, but if we want to improve it, in that case 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


433 


1940 .] 

the Bill cannot come int-o force and it will have to go back to the other 
House ^pd the whole measure will be deferred and delayed. So, I 
opjiose this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 5, in the 
proposed section 168A, the proviso to clause (n) of sub-section (/) be 
omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 5, the 
following proviso be added to sub-section (7.4) of the proposed section 
168A, namely: — 

“Provided that in case further step in execution of the decree be 
time-barred upon the withdrawal of such attachment, the 
execution proceedings as referred to in suib-section (7.4) shall 
continue, if the decree-holder so desires,” 

was then put and lost. 

- The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause o, in the 
proviso to clause (</) ot sub-section (!) of the proposed section 1(>8A, 
lines 2 and ‘1, the words “of the temporary settled estate” be omitted, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that in clause 5 the 
following proviso he added to clause (a) of sub-section (1) of the pro- 
posed section 1(>8A, namely: — 

“Provided that the provisions of this clause shall not apply to the 
proceedings in execution of a decree for rent obtained by 
a co-sharer landlord in respect of his share if the tenure or 
holding to which the decree relates has already been sold in 
execution of a similar decree obtained by another co-sharer 
landlord,” 

was* then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that in clause 5, sub-section 
(2) of the proposed section 1G8A be omitted, was t hen put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Md. Abul Fa/d that in clause fj, original sub- 
sections (2) and (J) ot the proposed section 1(>8A be reinstated, was 
then put and. lost. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that in clause 5, sub-section 
(1A) of proposed section 1G8A be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Premhari Barma that in clause 5, in proposed 
section 168A (I A), line 7, after the word “sold” the words “or if sold, 
has been purchased by the decree-holder” be inserted, was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rest of the matter, will be taken up 
to-morrow. 

29 
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Point of order. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Before 
the House is adjourned, may we enquire if Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
has been present to-day in this Assembly as a member of the Assembly 
or he has been functioning as a member of the Council of Ministers. 
If that is so, we would like to know from you, Sir, if it is going to be 
a precedent for future that a member of the Council of Ministers 
belonging to the other House — I mean, the Council — will be represent- 
ing some members of this House who will he absent or other Ministers 
who ore members of this Assembly will take up the portfolio 

Mr. 8PEAKER: For the time being, he is not a member of this 
Assembly and he is here by virtue of the right which law gives him 
and nothing more. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-7 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Tuesday, the 9th April, 
‘1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 9th April, 1940, at 4-4*) p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizt L H \grE, c.l.K.) 
in the Chair, S Hon'hle Ministers and 2I*’I members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Hessian and raw jute futures markets. 

*327 E. Messrs. I. G. KENNEDY, J. R. WALKER and W. A. M. 
WALKER: (o> Is the 11 on 'hie Minister in charge of the Commerce 
and Labour Department aware that the hessian and raw jute futures 
markets b\ uneconomie fluctuations are operating from day to day to 
the detriment of legitimate trade:" 

(//) Has the Hon’hle Ministei invited an expiession of opinion 
residing these markets from the representatives of such trade 
associations as in his opinion were qualified to express an informed 
judgment in this matter? 

(*c) If so, is it a fact that replies were submitted earl} in March? 

(d) Is it a tact that the replies indicate that there is practically 
universal consensus of opinion in the quarters so consulted by the 
Hon'hle Minister that these markets should he closed? 

(e) If so, does the Hon'hle Minister propose to take immediate 
steps to close these markets? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (a) This is a 
matter of opinion. I hold the view that violent fluctuations are 
detrimental to normal trade. 

(b) Yes. 

(e) I aaked that suggestions may be sent to me by the beginning of 
March. They continued to arrive till the 14th March. • 
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(d) and ( e ) In respect of the hessian futures market the prepon- 
derance of opinion favours its abolition; but this is not so i» respect 
ef the jute futures market. Any such drastic action as suggested may 
have legal repercussions, and I am examining this aspect of the ques- 
tion as well. I may however state that I am considering the whole 
subject from the point of view of better control and regulation thau of 
abolition. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Arising out of answer (a), is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that there is a very large body of opinion which 
aondemns strongly t lie continuance of gambling in jute as being 
against the best interests of growers, workers and manufacturers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There is a body of 
opinion. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Arising out of answers (d ) and ( e ), will 
the H on’ble Minister he pleased to state if he considers the desirability 
of suspending the operations of these futures markets until such time 
as he formulates a plan for reconstruction Y 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is an aspect of 
the question that I urn considering, but until such time as these 
markets get out of hand, 1 would rather consider the subject from the 
point of view of better control and regulation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of a very large volume of opinion that 
is apprehensive of a gentlemen’s agreement being entered into bv the 
mill -owners in case the futures market is suppressed so that the price 
ef jute might l>e kept low '? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know* whether 
the mill-owners will enter into a gentlemen’s agreemept in case the 
fatka jute market is abolished, hut some of the views expressed are to 
the effect that in case the fatka market is abolished, the price of jute 
may go down. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to sh\te if Government is considering the desirability of 
ensuring that no agreement or alliance or monopolistic attempt on 
behalf of the purchasers might be indulged in, in case the demand 
created by the fatka market is removed ? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: It is purely problematic. The Hon’ble Minister 
has said that he is considering the subject from the point of view of 
better control and regulation than of abolition. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: He lias also said that there is 
another question which is being considered’, namely, the question of 
suspending the operations for the time being pending the final decision. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please put it in a slightly altered form. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1/et us have an assurance that 
there will be no attempt to suppress the operations of the future® 
market unless and until the Government is assured that so far us the 
monopolistic buyers are concerned there may not be any attempt to 
force down the prices. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I cannot prevent 
gentlemen from coming to an agreement amongst themselves; but if 
they do come to an agreement which may be detrimental to the 
interests of the agriculturists, Government will have to consider to 
what extent Government can interfere with such an agreement. It is 
difficult to state off-hand whether Government have any power to do 
so. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon Me Minister bo 
pleased to state if he is aware that the large rise in jute prices obtain* 
ed by the agriculturists this year has been mainly due to the opera- 
tions of the futures markets which forced up prices to near about 
Rs. 100 and more per bale when the mill-owners were trying to put it 
down y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That view lias been 
expressed . 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Is it not a fact that responsible sections of 
trade as distinct from speculators have for the past year urged upon 
Government the necessity for regulation or suspension of these market® 
and the Government has (tone nothing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Responsible members of 
the trade also speculate, and it is difficult to differentiate between the 
two sections. 


Mr. W.* A. M. WALKER: Is it not a fact that Government 
issued a communique towards the end of last year deprecating the 
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violent fluctuations in the futures market and threatening with very 
severe action if it is continued, and that these fluctuations did in fact 
continue, and the Government took no action? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I still deprecate such 
violent fluctuations and if such violent fluctuations now occur, which 
I feel will he detrimental to the interests of the agriculturists, Govern- 
ment will interfere. 

Mr. W. A. M. WALKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why Government did not interfere earlier? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because the fluctua- 
tions that did occur at the time were not detrimental to the interests 
of the agriculturists. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the violent fluctuations referred to have been largely 
due to the refusal of the mills to purchase when they need the jute 
and to hold over their purchases for a longer time than is absolutely 
necessary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The flue •tuations have 
been violent both upwards and downwards and sometimes fluctuations 
have been violent upwards on account of the over-readiness of the mills 
to bu\ when the\ might have held oft. and the fluctuations have Wen 
downward sometimes when the mills have held away, and this lias 
been assisted b\ circumstances like the excess profits duties and the 
lion-regulation of jute sowings. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that violent fluctua- 
tions are largely due to the operations or otherwise of the mill-owners 
themselves ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is a matter of 
opinion. Violent fluctuations may have been assisted by their 
operations. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: With refereme to answers (d ) and (c), 
will the HoiTble Minister be pleased to state if he is examining the 
legal repercussions with a view to closing the hessian futures market 
in view of the preponderance of an opinion which favours t the aboli- 
tion, or is he just considering the control and regulation of the jute 
futures markets? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I was examining tlie 
repercussions from this point of view, namely, there are many con- 
tracts which pass in these futures markets, and if suddenly we decide 
to close them down, what are going to he the legal repercussions as 
between the parties amongst themselves and the parties and the Gov- 
ernment itself. I do not desire, Sir, that Government should he landed 
with a responsibility which non devolve on it owing to the sudden 
closing of the futures markets. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hobble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of per- 
mitting, arranging or facilitating the futures dealings in raw jute 
after standardization or such other measures which might facilitate 
dealings in raw jute while examining the question of suspending the 
hessian futures market !" 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorn that question does not arise in that 
form. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, in questions (*/) and (c), 
there is mention of jute futures market. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But not raw jute futures market. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, it is stated in the answer 
that in respect ot the lies>ian futures market, there is an opinion 
favouring its abolition, but mi far as jute futures market is concerned, 
tin* opinion is divided. I am just trying to elicit further information 
a> to whether with regard to jute futures market Government is 
coirsidering the possibility ot facilitating dealings in raw' jute rather 
than in haled jute so that better prices for agriculturists may be 
secured *t 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am sorr\ there is no distinction whatsoever 
here between raw jute and baled jute. But if the Hon’ble Minister so 
desires, he can answer the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There is a raw jute 
market, although it is not the futures market. It has l>een my aim, 
Sir, and I think I have expressed it on the floor of this House, that 
the fatka market instead of being linked to baled jute of standardized 
mark like t he “M” mark should be linked to riAv jute, but this 
bristles with so main difficulties that in order to put up some work- 
able suggestions, examination by a real expert is necessary. As I 
have pointed out before, I have been unable to discover a person hero 
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in India who will be able without fear or favour and without being 
in one way or other interested in the jute market to lay before 
Government satisfactory proposals upon which not only Government 
but the public and the trade interest may rely, and for that purpose, 
Sir, (Mr. Santosh Kumah Basu : What about the Minister him- 

self?) I have not sufficient knowledge of that. For that purpose I 
have intended to investigate the desirability of getting out some 
expert well conversant with the Liverpool cotton market and other 
futures markets for the purpose of giving us certain suggestions which 
may earn the confidence of all concerned. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps he has taken to convince himself that there 
are no such experts available in any part of India and what are the 
reasons that make him fee] that an expert from Liverpool will not be 
acting in the interest of British interests here? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have consulted. Sir. 
all persons interested in the trade, and not one of them has l>een able 
to suggest to me the name of any particular person on whom they 
can rely. I can state here the name of one very eminent gentleman 
from Bombay, whose name was suggested to me. I approached him 
several times and requested him to take up the enquiry here and to 
make some suggestions. But unfortunately he did not agree to take 
up the work. No other alternative name has been suggested in spite 
of my asking that gentleman from time to time whether he could 
suggest any one else in his place who could take up the work. With 
regard to an expert from Liverpool making suggestions which may be 
in favour of the European interests concerned, I feel, Sir, that that 
question does not arise. 1 cannot see, Sir, how suggestions as to 
how the futures market should be regulated and how it should be 
linked to raw jute will go one way or other, or will favour any one 
particular interest. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bfe Minister be 
pleased to state if Government is considering the desirability of not 
taking any action unless and until they get a thorough enquiry made 
by an expert in this connection as stated by the Hon’ble Minister? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do propose to take 
action. 1 am examining the proposals which have been submitted to 
me by the various interests concerned', and some of those proposals are 
of such a nature that they can be immediately given effect to ''for the 
purpose* of stabilising the market and putting it on a proper footing. 
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I am examining the proposals from that point of view, but the pro- 
PQfial which was^ addressed to me by Dr. Sanyal, namely, to change 
the entire basis of the jute futures market and change it from baled 
to raw jute requires much deeper and more expert consideration than 
I can give it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that an ordinance to 
control the operation of both hessian and raw jute is already ready 
with Government, but they are only waiting for the Assembly to 
prorogue ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No such ordinance is 
unfortunately ready. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is any ordinance in the 
contemplation of the Honble Minister as soon as the Assembly is 
prorogued ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : There is no such 
ordinance in contemplation for the purpose of regulating the jute and 
hessian futures markets, but 1 would like to sav that if the conditions 
of the market require that we should step in in the interests of the 
agriculturists, Government will be prepared to issue the necessary 
ordinances. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Confiscation of certain Wakf properties in Chittagong. 

161. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI : With 

reference to the reply given to unstnrred question No. 35 on the 20th 
December, 1939, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Educa- 
tion Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether any enquiry has since then been made regarding 

confiscation of wakf properties by the Government of the 
Kadam Mobarak Mosque and the Sultan Bayezid Bostami 
Dargah Sharif at Chittagong; 

( b ) the total area of such confiscated properties; and 

(c) the income of such properties? J 
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MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): The enqu^y is not com- 
plete as yet. From a report of the Inspector of|4he department at 
Chittagong it appears that the wakf of Bayezid. Bostami originally 
possessed lahhimj lands to the extent of 106 drones , 1 kani , 2 
gandas , 1 kara the whole of which were resumed bv the Government 
.at the time of resumption proceedings. This information has, it 
appears, l>een collected from certain old records of the Chittagong 
Collectorate. 

No similar information has as yet l>een received in the case of 
Kadam Mobarak. 

It is alleged that Government confiscated the lauds of both these 
wakfs . 

No definite documentary evidence has been produced by the 
7nuiawcdli or any interested party and it is difficult to locate the lands 
which originally belonged to these estutes. The investigation is still 

proceeding. 


Muslim Female Training 8chool at Chittagong. 

182. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what steps the Government have taken to give effect to the lecom- 
mendation of the Muslim Education Advisor} Committee of 1935 foi 
the establishment of a vernacular training school at Chittagong for 
Muslim girls like the one at Calcutta. 

(b) If the answer to (at is in the affirmative, will the lion’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the said scheme has been administrative!} approved; 

( ii ) whether ait} enquiry has since been made to give effect to 

the recommendations of the said Committee and on the 
repeated representations of the Muslim community of 
Chittagong; and 

(m) whether the scheme is being considered separately or along 
with the proposed girls’ secondary college scheme at 
Chittagong Y 

(r) Do the Government contemplate treatment of the scheme 
separately and provide funds at the levtsed Budget of duly next:' 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to .(c) The 
member is referred to the reply given to the starred question No. 283 
of the current session. 



1940 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


443 


Amount of stipend of students under training in temporary 
training centres. 

# 

163. Or. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department l>e pleased to state what is the monthly 
allowance of the stipendiary students of the training schools recently 
started tor training teachers under the Free Primary Education Scheme 
in the — 

( 1 ) municipal centres, and 

(2) mufassal centres? 

(b) Is it a fact that the mufassal stipendiary students get halt the 
allowance of the town students? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate an 
increase of the allowance of the mufassal stipendiary students to three- 
fourths of that of the town students? 

(<1) Is it in the contemplation of Government to allow suitable 
matriculates to l»e trained in those centres as mm-stipendiary students? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Its. 5 

( b ) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(c/i Ye^, it there is a demand. 

Communal ratio of clerks in certain offices in Darjeeling. 

164. Mr. DAMBER 8INCH CURUNC: Will the Rou ble Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department be pleused to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the present time the total number of clerks in 
the* higher and lower grades of the different communities as stated 
below — 

(a) Ilillmen (Nepalese, Bhutias aud Lepchas), 

(b) Bengali Hindus, 

(V) Biharis or men from other provinces, 

(d) Scheduled Castes, and 

(e) Muslims, 

in the following offices : — 

(1) in Deputy Commissioner’s office, Darjeeling, 

(2» in Subdivisional Officers’ offices at Kalimpong, Kurseong and 
Siliguri, 

(3) in Communications and Works Department offices at Darjee- 
ling, Kalimpong, Kurseong and Siliguri, and 

(4f in Forest offices at Darjeeling and in other subdivisions? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (1) and (2) A statement 

furnishing the information is laid on the table. 

(f3) and (4) The member is requested to address a separate question 
to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department concerned. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clauses ( 1 ) and (2) of unstarred 


question No. 164. 





Sub-grade. 

Total. 


Upper 

grade. 

Lower 

grade. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Tempo- 

rary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Tempo- 

rary. 

{a) Hillraen (Nepa- 
lese, Bhutias and 







Lepchas) — 

Sadar, Darjee- 
ling 

3 

18 

8 

4 

29 

4 

Kurseong 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Kalimpong . . 

1 

2 

Nil 

3 

3 

3 

Siliguri 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(6) Bengali Hindus-— 







Sadar 

7 

5 

3 

o 

ir> 

2 

Kurseong 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Kalimpong . . 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Siliguri 

2 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

(c) Biharis or men 
from other pro- 
vinces — 







Sadar 

1 

3 

1 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Kurseong 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Kalimpong . . 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Siliguri 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(d) Scheduled 

Castes — 







Sadar 

Nil 

2 

1 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Kurseong 

Nil 

Nif 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Kalimpong . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Siliguri 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(e) Muslims — 







Sadar 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Kurseong 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Kalimpong . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Siliguri 

i Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

m 

Nil 

Total 

17 

41 

16 

11 

74 

11 
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High rate of rents in certain estates in Darjeeling. 

*•§. *r. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the leases granted to the two zemindari estates, 
Ranghbang and Saureni in the district of Darjeeling, are of the same 
kind, i.e., Tea lease? 

(b) Are the Government aware — 

(/) that there were troubles in these two estates between the zemin- 
dars and the tenants on account of the high rate of rent for 
lands, i.e., Rs. ‘HI to Rs. 50 per acre of land, since 1920; 

(ii) that the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling fixed the rate 

of rent in Saureni Estate in 1 935 to which both the parties 
agreed and there is no more trouble in that estate; but 

(iii) that the tenants of Ranghbang Estate were not successful in 

spite of their several representations to the District authority 
for settling the rate of rent at the same scale as that of 
Saureni Estate? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the zemindars pay the 
Government only at the rate of Re. 1 per acre? 

id) If the answers to (7/i and (h) are in the affirmative, will tho 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why there has been such differen- 
tial treatment to the tenants of the similar two neighbouring estates 
under the same kind of lease? 

(V) Have the Government reserved any right of fixing the rate of 
rent chargeable from the tenants of a Zemindari Estate from whom the 
Government get the land revenue at a fixed rate? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the negative, do tlie Government con- 
sider the desirability of doing so at least for the agricultural lands? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) to (n Yes 

(d) An ejectment suit was filed by Government against the lessee of 
the Saureni Estate for breach of conditions of the lease and the lessee 
compromised the rase on the terms offered by Government. These terms 
were accepted by the tenants as well. There was no such suit against 
the Ranghbang Estate, so similar steps could not be taken there. 

(e) No. 

(J) Government are prepared to examine the question but nothing 
can be done during the currency of the existing lease unless enquiries 
ihow that there has been a breach of any of the conditions of the lease 
and that the penalty for such breach is determination of the lease. 
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Election of members to the District Board, Rangpur. 

166. Babu KSHETfcA NATH BINCHA: (a). Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department he pleased to state— 

(/) when the term of the present District Board of Rangpur 
expired ; 

(ii) when the next election is likely to he held; and 

(iii) the reason for the delay? 

(b) If the delay is due to the settlement oi the question of delimi- 
tation of constituencies, is the Hnn'ble Minister considering the 
desirability — 

(i) of arriving at a decision in consultation with the local members 

of the legislature; 

(//) of making broader division, thana 1>\ thana, as far as 
practicable; and 

(tii) of not making divisions union by union? 

(r) Do the Government contemplate expediting the election? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, Of Dacca): </) The five-year term of the 

present Board expired on the 10th Xovemlier, 1 90S. 

(ii) Under the rules for direct election of membeis of the District 
Boards, it will takp at least 0 months to hold the election after the 
constituencies of the Distiiet Board hu\e been delimited by Govern- 
ment. 

(in) The delay is due to the settlement of the question of delimi- 
tatiou of the constituencies in consultation with the District Board 
tt ml the local officers of Government. 

(b) {<) Any suggestion from the local members of the legislature 
that may be received by Government in this connection before they 
have reached a final decision will be given due consideration. 

(ii) and (ni) The constituencies will lie delimited generally in 
accordance with the principles laid down in Government Circulars 
Nos. 2133-2137L.S.-G., dated the 12th August, 1938, and 57(5)L.S.-G., 
dated the 20th t January, 1939. copies of which are placed on the 
Library table. 
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Conference of Praaidants and mombars of tho Union Boards of 
w i • Arambogh subdivision, Hoqghly. 

» * , 

107. Mr. RADHANATH DAS: \a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Govei nmeflt Department be pleased to* 
state — 

(?) whether a conference of the President! and members of Union. 
Boards of Arambogh subdivision in the district of Hooghly 
has been convened by the Sulxli visional Magistrate of 
Arnmbagh to l>e held in March, 1940; 

(/?) whether such conference has been held every year for some- 
time past ; and 

(i ii) whether the convenor of such conference had been in the past,, 
the President or a member ot a Union Board ? 

</?) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) what led the Subdivisional Magistrate of Aramlmgh to convene 
the conference ot Presidents and members of Union Boards; 
(??) whether the conference of Presidents and memi>ers of Union 
Boards ot Aramlmgh subdivision is a democratic body; and 

(???) whether the President ot such conference is elected by the 
members ot the Union Boards of the Aramlmgh subdivision 
nj nominated b\ the Subdivisional Magistrate ot Arumbagh? 

lr) It the President of the conference is nominated by the Subdivi- 
sional Magistrate of Aramlmgh, will the Hon' hie Minister l>e pleased 
to state whether the opinion of t he members ot the Union Boards is 
consideied ? 

$d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instruct- 
ing the Subdivisional Magistrate of Antmhagh of allowing the members 
of the Union Boards to convene the conference and elect the President 
thereof? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

(a) (?) Yes. 

(?i), (???) and ( b ) (?) Such conference has been held every year foi 
some years past and it has been always convened by the Subdivisional 
Officer. 

(i?) This is obviously a matter of opinion but I understand that 
these conferences are conducted on the usual lines and members have 
the usual opportunities for moving resolutions and participating in 
debate. 
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(Hi) According to the usual practice, the Union Board Conference 
is convened at the same time as the Arambagh Agricultural, Industrial 
and Health Exhibition /ind the President is selected by the Exhibition 
Committee which includes Presidents and members* of Union Boards, 

(c) Does not arise. * 

(d) No. But it is oj>en to the Union Boards themselves to take 
joint action in convening such conference and in electing the President. 


Board of Apprenticeship Training Examination. 

168. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the reply 
to the supplementary question to unstarred question No* 31 of the 21st 
February, 1940, will the Ilon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture 
and Industries Department tie pleased to state — 

(a) whether he is aware of rule 3 of the prnted rules regarding 
apprenticeship examination which definitely says that the 
Board of Apprenticeship Training will appoint a committee 
of three members to moderate the question pajiers and to 
review the results of examinations; and 

t (b) if so, what are the reasons for giving a list of six members? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): («) The mem- 
ber presumably refers to rule ’> of the old’ rules which provided for the 
appointment of a committee of three members to act as moderators. 

(b) Prior to the 16th November, 1937, three moderators were 
appointed from time to time, from among the technical members of. the 
Board. On the 16th November, 1937, the Board appointed a sub- 
committee consisting of (1) the President, (2) the Principal, Bengal 
Engineering College, (3) Superintendent, Ordnance Factories, (4) 
Chief Mechanical Engineer, Calcutta Port Commissioners, and (5) the 
Secretary us a permanent panel, any three of whom would form a 
quorum to act as moderators. On the 14th November, 1938, the 
Inspector of European Schools was added to the panel. The old rule 
was however not formally revised till 1939 but as the rules were made 
by the Board of Apprenticeship Training, their resolutions passed at 
the meetings of the 16th November, 1937, and the 14th November, 
1938, oj>erated a,s new rules in supersession of the old rule 5. The 
rules were however formally revised in May, 1939, and rule 3 of the 
new rules, a copy of which is placed on the Library table, provides for 
the appointment of a committee of moderators without any limit to 
the nunber of members. 
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Arrangement for prayers in Pabna Jail and fterajganj Sub-Jail. 

1I0L Mr. ABDUR RASCHID MAHMOOD; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whother 
there is any arrangement for the Muslim prisoners in the Serajganj 
Sub-Jail and the Palma District Jail to jierfoun their Jumma and Id 
prayers ? 

(h) If so, are there any permanent khatibs to lead such prayers? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to stite — 

(i) who are the khatibs nt present; 

(it) what iff theif mntmetatibn ; and 

# 

(Hi) from what source the said remuneration is paid? 

(d) If there are no permanent khatibs , is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of appointing two permanent khatibs for the 
said two jails for leading prayers on Fridays and Id days? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) There is a permanent khatib in the Palma Tail for leading both 
Jumma and Id prayers. 

In Serajganj Sub-Jail, there is no permanent khatib -but the Prin- 
cipal of the local Islamia Intermediate College deputes one for leading 
the Id prayers — and the prisoners themselves select one of themselves 
to lead the Juniata prayers. 

(c) (i) In Palma Jail, Maulvi Anwar A 1 i , tin* religious instructor 
was the last khatib. Ilis term has expired and a new khatib is being 
appointed In Serajganj Sub-Jail, — does not arise. 

(it) A conveyance allowance of Re. 1-8, if claimed. 

(tti) From the allotment under the head “Other contingent charges'* 
in the Jail budget. 

(d) This is considered unnecessary at present. 


Exoavation of Lohaiang-Taltola khal in Daotau 

17& Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Worfc§ DepartraentTbe pleased to 
state whether the Government contemplate excavation fif the Lohajang- 
Taltola khal. within Lohajang and Serajdigha police-stations in the 
district of Dacca at an early date? ^ 

(b) If so, when is it expected to materialise? 

90 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Naftdy, .of 
CoSSimbazar) • A proposal for the re-excavation of the khal has been 
received from the local officers and is under consideration. 

Blasphemous writing in the daily “Azad”. 

171. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Has the atten- 
tion of the non’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been 
drawn to an article which appeared in the Azrtd (on page 9 of its local 
issue of the 4th December, 1938), caricaturing the gods and goddesses 
of the Hindu Pantheon? 

(b) If so, what action has been taken in the matter? 

(r) If no action has been taken as yet, d<f the Government contem- 
plate taking any action against the said newspaper? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The article has been examined and the propriety of proceeding 
against the paper considered. 

(c) No. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that tin* writing in question contains such blasphemous 
things against the Hindus as 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry, you cannot ask for details. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Why not, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, you cannot. * 

* 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH 0A8 GUPTA: 1 have got other sup- 
plementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry, I cannot argue with you. 

Rtf HARSNDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, he is not arguing. 

He says that hi has got oth# supplementary questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If he does not accept the Speaker’s decision, I 
cannot argue with him. 



1940.] QUESTIONS. ’«1 

trijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Sir, I am not arising. 

I have .got other supplementary questions. May I put them V 
* 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you may. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: Is the Hon'Me Minis 
ter aware that the writing in question contains such blasphemous 
things as blasphemy to tin* Hindu gods “Siva,” “Kali” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: V ou are again asking for details! Government 
have admitted that, and so you cannot ask for any more details, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: On examination of the writing, 
has it not been found to he full of violent cmieature of Hindu gods 
ami goddesses "likely to* wound the religious susceptibilities of the 
Hindus '? 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: This appeared about 
nine months or mine ago, and at that time there was no Defence of 
India A<i. First of all it is not in ac cordance with the Government 
policy to take action against papeis after such a long time. Secondly, 
it lias onl} been recent]} brought to our notice; and, thirdly, legal 
opinion 1% doubtful whether a prosecution would have stood, if action 
had been taken against them, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Do Government consider the 
desirability of setting up a committee of eminent Judges to examine 
the article in question and advise Government as to whether the 
artjele is really sacrilegious or not!'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The article was pub. 
liahed nine months ago. That is my reply. 

8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 CUPTA: If any blasphemy 

occurred nine months ago, will Government not think it necessary to 
punish the offenders ? 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is problematic. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: k it because the author 
of the article was a Muhammadan that no action was take 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Irrigational improvements in Basirhat and Baraset subdivisions, 
24-Parganas. 

172. Khan Bahadur A. F. IS. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department be pleased to state how much money the Government 
of Bengal have spent for irrigational improvements in the subdivisions 
of Basirhat and Baraset in the district of the 24-Parganas since 1937? 

(b) Has any survey been made of the lands lying fallow in the said 
subdivisions? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any schemes have been drawn up 
for the improvement of those lands? 

(d) If the answer to f b) in the negative, # do the Government con- 
template a survey of the said subdivisions to ascertain their irrigational 
needs ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) A sum of about Rs. 20,000 has Wn spent since 1937 on the drain- 
age and navigation needs of the subdivisions. 

(b) and fc) I am informed that there is practic ally no fallow land in 
the subdivisions, but that there are some low* lands which need improve- 
ment from the drainage point of view. After completion of the contour 
survey which is now in progiess schemes for the provision of better 
drainage facilities in these areas can be prepared. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Allotment for road and waterworks in the rural areas of Kurigram 
subdivision, Rangpur. 

173. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Tlon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Comm indentions and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether any allotment from the Central or Provincial revenue 
has been made 'during the current year for the road and waterworks in 
the rural areas of the Kurigram subdivision in the district of Rangpur P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether the 
allotment has been distributed among the contractors? 

(r)'Tf the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state — 

* 

(») who were the contractors, 

(it) how many are district men, and how many outsiders, and 

(fill what are their educational qualifications? 
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The Hon’Me Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANOY, of Goaoimhanri 

(«) My information is as follows in respect of the year 1939-40: — 


For road work — Rs. 4,950 out of the contribution paid to the District 
Board from the Motor Vehicles Tax Fund. 


For improvement of village communications inolwling waterways — 
Rs. 2,000 from the Government of India’s grant. 

For water-supply — 


Rs. 3,500 from Central Government grant. 

Rs. 2,335 from Provincial Government grant. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) (i) (1) Mauivi Nasnruddiu Ahmed, (2) Maulvi 8. M. Ahmed 
Hassan, and (3) Babu Phanindra Kumar Bhowmik. 

(it) Maulvi Nasaruddin Ahmed and Maulvi S. M. Ahmed Hassan 
belong to Rangpur district. Babu Phanindra Kumar Bhowmik belongs 
to Dacca district but is domiciled in Kurigram. 

(m) I am informed that none has passed the Matriculation 
Examination. 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the llon’ble Minister ho pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that one Maulvi Giasmidin Ahmed who is 
a matriculate and a hon/i fide inhabitant of the district ami has been 
doing font no tor’s work under the various union hoards including the 
Kurigram subdivision union hoard has been approaching the Circle 
Officer, the Kuhdivisional Officer, the District Magistrate for contract 
works at their disjaisal? 

• Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry. Maulvi Sahib, 1 cannot allow the 
legislature to be utilised for the putpose of putting in a claim for one 
particular person or another un less you can raise it on a specific issue, 
and l am afraid you are here repeating some of the things which you 
have to do in other places. 

Kazi EMOADUL HAQUE: Is the Hon ’hie Minister aware that 
one Maulvi Giasuddin Ahmed has approached the District Magistrate, 
the Subdivisioiml Officer and the Circle Officer for contract workf* 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the *IIon’ble Minister 
please state whether tenders were called for from the prospective con- 
tractors for this work? • 
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Th# Hon’bit Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cooaimbazar: 

These works were undertaken by the local bodies and I presume tenders 
were called for. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state on wlhat principle these works were distributed? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I be# to submit that it 
arises, for the llon’ble Minister lias said that the contracts were dis- 
tributed to some persons as in answer ( c ) (?). We have also learnt as 
in (n) in) that there were other contractors who were working there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is for the Rangpur District Board to consider 
and not for the Government. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether all these works were distributed by the 
district boaid only nr by the District Magistrate also? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 believe by the district board and by the union boards. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the lion ’hie Minister please state 
whether there are other contractors besides those mentioned in answer 
(c) (ii)Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Who have been given contracts? 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISQHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbezar: 

My information, as I have pointed out in my reply (a), is that those are 
the contractors who got some work from the various local bodies. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether there are several other contractors who approached 
the District Magistrate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’hle Minister please state 
whether Mr. S. M. Ahmed Hussain has his permanent residence in 
Gooch Behar 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid this question does not arise. I have 
told you, Ka*i Sahib that if it was a responsibility of Government I 
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would have permitted you to put this question, but I cannot allow the 
Legislature to interfere with the work of the local bodies, unless it 
comes within the legitimate rights of the Government to interfere. 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that the distribution 
of the contract works was at the disposal of the . District Officers 
themselves Y 


Mr. SPEAKER: But the Hou’ble Minister does not accept it; he 
says it is tiie union boards and the district boards that distributed the 
works. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that the 
Hon’blf Minister say-s, “1 think” or “probably.” but be lias not said so 
definitely. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But relying on what von call a probability, I 
cannot allow the quesffon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Let bun make sure ol his own 
position. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another thing. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that these works wen* distributed by the 
Distibt Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I think the wuter-supply contract may have been given by the Collector. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: “1 think” and “may have been”. 

-Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: On what principle the water- 
supply works were distributed? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not permissible to usk such u question. I 
hope you will realise that if Government entrust certain works for 
rural development with local officers you must allow them a certain 
discretion and you cannot interfere unless there is gross abuse. You 
cannot ask as to bow a particular officer exercises his discretion. The 
Legislature* has the right to interfere in respect of the commission of 
an act which is against the rules, but not with regard to the commis- 
sion of an act which is within the rule. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: That is wh*, Sir, I ask what 

principle has been followed by the officer in allotting the contracts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for discretion. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will be prepared to enquire where favouritism 
has been shown by the District Magistrate in allotting contracts? . 

Mr- 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. You cannot 
assume that. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE? The discretion may have been exercised 
arbitrarily in this case. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, discretion when it is exercised is always 
exercised in a more or less arbitrary fashion. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Here is a contractor who is a bona fide 
inhabitant of the district, and is also a matriculate 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, your question is not in the proper 
form. Your question ought to have been whether these works had 
been distributed to non-Kangpur men in preference to Rangpur men. 
That is a question of principle and you can ask ar question on that basis. 
Don’t bring in Giasuddin Ahmed or Raisuddin, etc. We are not 
interested in any person ; we are only interested in the principle. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether preference has been shown to non-Rangpur men as against 
Rangpur men? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

That is not my information. 

Grants to dispensaries in qpraset and Basirhat subdivisions, 
24-Parganas. 

174. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: { a ) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased 
to state whether any direct grant is given to any of the dispensaries in 
the subdivisions of Basirhat and Baraset ? 

(b) If so, how much and to which dispensaries? 

(c) Is there any provision for free distribution of quinine by the 
Government ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the activities 
of the department were exhibited in any other form in these subdivi- 
sions, except making some grant in the Dhankuria Maternity Home this 
year, *ince the present Government came into office? 



QUESTIONS. 

(e) If so, will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
statement showing the details of such activities? 


I* 

to lay on the table a 


The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Yes; some of the dispensaries in the subdivisions of Basirhat and 
Baraset are m receipt of Government grant. 

(6) and ( e ) Statement* are laid on the table. 

(c) Yes; under the existing policy of Government arrangements are 
made for free distribution of quinine through Hospitals and Dispen- 
saries, Health Circles, Kala-azar Centres and also through other 
agencies such as Union Boards, Schoolmasters, Co-operative Societies, 
Debt Settlement Boards etc. 

(d) Yes. 


Slatement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 

# 

BASIRHAT SUBDIVISION. 


Dispensaries. 

> 


1. Basirhat 

2. Rudrapur 

3. Sandeshkhali 

4. Bhabla 

5. Minakhan 

6. Hakimpur Bithari 

7. Saguna 

# 8. Charghat 

9. Narayanpur 

10. Jadurhati 

1 1 . Rameshwarpur 

12. Dholtukuri 

13. Shibhati 

14. Malangapara 

15. Sikrakulingram 

16. Gopalpur 


Amount of grant 
by Government. 

Rs. 

30 (For supplying medicine* 
to Government officers.) 

. . 250 

. . 500 

. . 250 

.. 250 

.. 250 

. . 250 

. . 250 

.. 250 

. . 250 

. . 250 

.. 250 

. . 250 

. . 250 

.. 250 

.. 250 


1. Baraset 

2. Amdan ga 

3. -Kotra 

4. Deulia-Deganga 


BABAS ST SUBDIVISION. 

.. 35 

.. 500 
.. 250 
.. 500 


(For supplying medicine* 
to government officers.) 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause ( e ) of unstarred question 

No. 174 . 

With the object of (1) teaching the people the laws of public health, 
(2) placing before them improved processes of agriculture and 
manufacture of agricultural products, (3) creating in them an interest 
in cottage industry, (4) placing before them the various beneficent 
activities of Government, the Government of Bengal organised in 1932, 
12 parties fully equipped with cinema outfits. Each party consisted of a 
trained lecturer, an operator and a peon. The lecturers exhibited films 
mostly prepared under the guidance of the Publicity Department .and 
made them a basis for a talk on the general political and economic 
situation. Local representative officers of different departments of 
Government, such as Agriculture, Co-operative, Industries, Public 
Health, etc., also joined these parties with a view to utilising these 
occasions for imparting expert advice *in matters relating to their 
respective departments. This method of educative propaganda having 
proved an unqualified success, the Government of Bengal have arranged 
to extend the scheme further for more extensive educative propaganda. 
In accordance with this decision, the original f2 cinema parties have 
been recently replaced by 21 “National Welfare Units”. 

The original cinema parties worked for 20 days in 1937, and 41 
days in 1938 in the two subdivisions of Biu«irhat and Bara set. 

One of the National Welfare Units has been detailed for work in 
the district of 24-Parganas and will work in these two subdivisions 
according to the programme drawn up by the District Magistrate, 
24-Parganas. 

A list of films relating to public health which was shown by the 
lecturers is appended. 


List of films on Health Subjects. 
Serial No. Name of the film. 


Maternity and Child Welfare. 


A 

1. 

“Debdut”. 

•A 

2. 

Malaria — its spread, prevention and cure. 

♦A 

3. 

Tuberculosis — its spread, prevention and cure. 

A 

4. 

Smallpox. 

♦A 

6 . 

Cholera — its spread and control — *‘Haba M . 

A 

6. 

Mother and Child. 

A 

7. < 

Quinine — Production and distribution. 
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Serial No. 
K.8. • 

K 9. 

K 10. 

K 11. 

A 12. 


Name of the film. 
Leprosy — its control. 

Care of the Growing Child. 
Smallpox. 

Village Sanitation. 

Woman’s role in National Health. 

Foreign . 

Care of Babies. 

Infant Welfare Centre 
Motherhood. 

Malaria (American). 

Malaria (Italian). 

T ubereubvds ( French ) . 
Tuberculosis (IT. S. A.). 


Smallpox (U. S. A.). 

One sea* or mam (Smallpox). 
Kalu-azar. 

Milk. 


* 


Communal ratio in clerical services in Civil Courts, Rangpur. 

175. Babu KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: ( ai Will the Bon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Legislative and Judicial Department he pleased 
to state the number oi clerks existing at present in Civil Courts in the 
district of Jtangpur who are — 

(t) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Muslims, and 
(Hi) Scheduled Castes ? 

(b) Will t*he Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(t) wbethei the ratio question fixed for the district by Government 
. is being observed by the loeal authorities; and 

iii) what action the Government contemplate taking for the observ- 
ance of the ratio question? 

(c) la it in the contemplation of Government to appoint a Service 
Committee consisting of the members of the Legislature in each district 
for advising the local officers in cases of appointments? # 



QUESTIONS. 
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MINISTER in charge of the LEGISLATIVE end JUDICIAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Nawab Musharruff Hoaaain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) (i) 72. 

(H) 33. 

(mi) u. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

( it ) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many clerks have been taken from the time- when 
the communal ratio was enforced? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Maulvi Sahib, what I think about this question — 
about the percentage of appointments — is that they should cease to 
be put. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I do not know how that question comes in. Rut so far as this question 
is concerned, it is a very vague question, and the question is whether 
these appointments were made before or after the 17th of March, 1939. 
If the honourable member wants any information on that particular 
point, 1 hope he will give me notice, and I will answer that in due 
course. 


Theft oases in Burichang and Kasha police-stations in Tippera. 

176. Mr. MAQBUL H0SA1N: (a) Will the Uon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing separately year by year, from 1937 to 1939 — 

(?) the total number of theft cases that have occurred in Burichang 
and Kasha police-stations in the district of Tippera; 

( ii ) amounts of loss sustained by thefts in those two thanas; 

(???) the number of persons who had been tried by the courts; and 

(tv) the number of persons released? 

(b) What steps do the Government intend to take for the preven- 
tion of thefts in the area? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the desirability of watching the 
movements of the suspicious persons? 

( d ) If so, do the Government contemplate the deputation of a 
Police patrol at night at least once in a fortnight to each village of the 
area? 



ltfW'J yuusiiuns. 4fi 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the table. 

(b) The usual preventive measures are enforced. 

( o ) This is done regularly as far as is possible with the force avail- 
able. 


( d ) Patrols are sent out at irregular intervals to all crime affected 

areas. 

Statement referred to in the reply to claim (a) of unstarred question No, 176. 


Year. 

Total 
number 
of theft 
cases 
that have 
occurred. 

Amount of loss 
sustained bv 
theft. 

* 

The 
number 
of persons 
who had 
been tried 
by the 
oourts. 

Number 

of 

|H*rsons 

released. 


Burichang police-station. 





Rs. a. p. 



1937 

48 | 

3,735 15 0 

j 

9 

6 

1938 

84 

2,340 13 3 

23 

4 

1939 

72 

4,814 13 0 

10 

0 


Kasba police-station. 



1937 

02 

4,049 If) 9 

20 

4 

1938 

100 

7,589 1 0 

20 

2 

1939 

97 

7,184 2 0 

r>o 

3 


Scheme for coating down oo-operativo debts of member* of sooiatiec. 

177. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state whether the scheme relating to scaling down of the 
co-operative debts of members of societies granting them long instal- 
ment for repayment and Government financial assistance to pay off the 
depositors' money to the extent of good assets of the societies as was 
announced in the last session of the Assembly to be under the con- 
sideration of the Government has since been given effect to?* 
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(b) Ii not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for delay? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the delay has an adverse 
effect on the activities of the Central Banks at this time when there is 
serious contraction of credit in rural areas? 

(d) If the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of gi\ing effect to the scheme before 
the next cultivation season ? 

( e } Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the amount of 
short term loan that was advanced to Provincial Bank last year? 

(/) When was the instalment of repayment of this loan fixed? 

(g) How much of this loan has been realised up to date? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBJEDtyE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
Mukunda Behary Mullick): {a) Not yet. 

(b) The scheme has required mote careful examination. 

(c) 1 am aware that the (’entral Banks are experiencing difficulties. 

( d ) The matter is still under examination. 

(e) Its. KU lakhs. 

(f) Its. 7 lakhs l>\ the Urd duly, HMD. The balance by the 5th 
July, 1940. 

(g) Us. 10 lakhs. 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: The Hon’ble Minister has 

stated in his answer that the Central Banks are experiencing 
difficulties: will be please say what are those difficulties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMI1UODIN KHAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): Sir, the difficulties are mentioned in the 
question itself. 

Conduot of scheduled banks in mufassal areas. 

178. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: ^ a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number of amalgamations of loan offices; and 
» 

(ii) the total amount of assets purchased by each of the Scheduled 
Banks after the passing of the Btongal Agricultural Debtors 
. Act, i m? 
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mi 


p* 


(b) Are the Government aware that the Scheduled Banks are taking 
the undue advantage of the saving clauses of the Act and are bringing 
suite in the Oivil Courts against the helpless agriculturists denying 
them the privilege of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act? 

(<■) Is it a fact that the Scheduled Banks are obtaining decree ugaiuflt 
the agriculturists for double the original debts to their respective loan 
offices specially in the district of Tippera? 


The Hoft’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: („) (i) Five 
loan offices have been amalgamated with three Scheduled Banks, all 
in Tippera district. 

[it) I have no information. 

lb) Such complaints have been received with regard to one hauk 
only — t lie Nath Bank in Noukhali district: the complaints are still 
under investigation. 

(c) No. * 


Grant of land to retired Gurkha military officers at Darjeeling. 

179. Mr. DAMBER 8INGH CURUNC: ui) Is the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

( i ) that the retiml Gurkha Military Olficers’ Association at 
Darjeeling submitted a memorial to His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal some years hark for granting lands to 
the retired Military men and for opening of colonies for 
them at suitable centres in the district of Darjeeling; 

(/*) that the Association is approaching the Government almost 
every year with their prayer; and 

(111) that these retired men who sj>ent the major jKirtiou of their 
lives in rendering service to the Government are living on 
small pensions, and are scattered throughout the district? 

\b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Uon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action he proposes to take to 
ameliorate their condition of life? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes; this was in 
Septeinber, 1938. 

(«) Yes. 

(Hi) I understand that their pensions vary in accordance with their 
terms of service. They are not concentrated in any one part of the 
district. ► 

(6) Their memorial is still under the consideration of Government. 
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Repayment of agricultural loans in certain parts of Serajgan] 
subdivision. 

180. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAH MOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of 1 lie Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Government have decided to realise the 
agricultural loans granted to the people of Shahzadpur, Chouhali and 
Belkuchi police-stations, Serajgan j subdivision in the Pabna district ? 

(b) Has it been ascertained whether the people have reached their 
normal conditions? 

(6) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of j>ostponing the collection of the agricul- 
tural loans during the period of economic distress existing as at 
present ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Census of infirm persons. 

181. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that there will he no census of the blind, 
deaf and dumb and other infirm persons in the Province in 
the coming Census; 

(ii) whether the Provincial Government have received any direction 
alioiit census of infirm persons in the Province; and 
( itf ) if so, what is that? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state what action the Government have taken 
for the census of infirm persons during the coming Census as was done 
in the previous Census? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: (a) (t) The Gov- 

ernment of Bengal have no information in the matter. 

(u) No. The directions regarding the Census are issued, not to the * 
Provincial Government, but to the Census Superintendent who is an 
officer working directly under the Government of India. The Provin- 
cial Government issue no instructions to him. 

(tti) and ( b ) Do not arise. 
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%r. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 'be 
pleased to state whether or uot this Provincial Government has anything 
to do in* the matter of the census that is going to take place in the year 
1841? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir, we have 
nothing to <|o directly with the census* 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the II cm ’1>li> Minister be 
pleased to state what function the Government will have to do in this 
matter indirectly? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINctl ROY: Wo merely act 
as the agent of the Government of India in certain matters. 

Mr* NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the importance of* 
the matter regarding the census of the blind, infirm and the deaf and 
dumb, do not the Government think it desirable that the Government 
of India should he approached 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why do you thfnk that the Government of India 
are blind to the blind? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I cannot give out information, 
but I have positive information from u responsible Government officer 
that they are not going to take a census of the blind, deaf and dumb 
and infirm. It will be a great loss to the province if a census of these 
persons is not taken. So I am asking the Provincial Government as 
to whether they do not think it advisable to take the initiative in this 
matter and induce the Government to take a census of the infirm and 
blind in this province. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: If they come to 
such a decision that will be, I think, an all-India decision, and I do 
not think that the Provincial Government lias got anything to do with 
it directly. But if it is the desire of the House that we should brings 
it to the notice of the Government of India, I think Government may 
consider that proposal. 

Sub-Inspector of 8chools for the Srinagar Circle. 

181A. Mr. DHANANiJOY ROY: Will the Hon ’hie Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state- — 

(i) how long the present Rub-Inspector of Schools for Srinagar 
. Circle has been in service; 
hi) when his retirement is due; and 
(tit) what is his educational qualification? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (i) Sim* 2drd September, 
1915. 

(it) (tn 16th December, 1945. 

(it i) F.A., L.T. (Trained in Physical education.) 

31 . • 
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Hostels for girls’ schools in Calcutta. 

181 B, Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: (a) Is the, Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — * 

( i ) that many of the girls’ schools and hostels in the city of 
Calcutta are privately managed proprietory institutions; 

(■ ii ) that they are run in fche interest of the proprie^prs; 

(tii) that many guardians living in mufassal send their girls to 
these schools and hostels; and 

Op) that girls’ schools and girls’ hostels have recently been on 
the increase ip the city of Calcutta? 


(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to abate what steps, if any, he proposes to take for 
checking the growth of these institutgms? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate issuing instructions to the 
effect that students may reside in the attached hostels, other than in 
private girls’ hostels, as required by the rules of th$ School Code? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZ4.UL HUQ: (a) ( i ) No. 

(ii) No. 

(tit) Does not arise. 

(tv) Y#s. 

(6) and (c) not ar^se. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Free Primary 8chools in Tippera. 

*328. Mr. DHIRENDft'A NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately in each thana^f the Tippera dis- 
trict since the imposition of Education Cess up till the end of January, 
1940— 

~(t) the number of Free Primary Schools established; 

(ii) the number of schools which existed in the district at the time 
the Education Cess was imposed ; 

(Hi) the number of students on the rolls of the schools on the 31st 
December, 1939; 

(iv) the number of teachers appointed for those schools since the 
imposition of Education Cess; 

(v) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; and 

(vi) the number of teachers belonging to the — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, and 

(2) the communities in Hindu society which are, backward 
in education hut not included in the Scheduled Castea. 
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(b) How were the teachers appointed? 

(cj Whether any examination was held in selecting the candidates? 

0 (d) If* so, by whom and how was the examination held? 

(e) What are the monthly salaries of those teachers? 

(/) What is the amount Education Cess realised up to December, 

1939, in the district? 

* 

The HotTble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a)(i) to (vi) Statements 
are laid on the table. 

(b) Teachers have been provisionally appointed by the President 
on the recommendation of the local educational officers. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) By the District Inspector of Schools in 15 different centres of 
the district. 

(e) Head Pandit Rs. 12; Second Pandit Its. 10; Third Pandit Its. 8. 
(/) Its. 3,96,181. 

Statements referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) to (vi) of starred question 

No. 328 + 


(I) 

Statement of Primary Schools under the Tippera District 
School Board, with number of pupils. 


Th&na. 

Boys. 

(I iris. 

Number 

of 

schools. 

Number 

of 

pupils. 

Number 

of 

schools. 

Number 

of 

pupils. 

1. Burichang 

130 

7,842 

84 

2,382 

2. Homna 

164 

8,506 

86 

2,631 

3. Faridganj 

119 

11,642 

81 

3,857 

4. # Bancharampur 

13 J 

6,703 

66 

1,986 

5. Nasimagar 

125 

5,988 

76 

1,769 

6. Daudkandi 

185 

9,307 

88 

2,488 *. 

7. Brahmanbaria 

151 

8,344 

84 

2,926 

8. Hajiganj 

131 

8,274 

71 

2,587 

9. Chandina 

149 

10,668 

73 

2,580 

10. Nabin&gar 

142 

9,165 

75 

2,850 

11. Kachua 

139 

10,163 

81 

2,569 

12. Kotwaii 

130 

7,112 

68 

2,242 

13. Debidwar 

123 

7,120 

62 

1,855 

14. Laksam 

158 

10,153 

77 

2,338 

15. Chouddagram 

175 

9,874 

96 

3,119 

16. Matlabganj 

166 

12,021 

83 

2,650 

17. Kasha 

121 

9,048 

66 

1,762 

18. Chandpur 

154 

10,754 

97 

4 1 21 

19. Muradnagar 

138 

7,879 

. 70 

2,256 

v Total 

2,721 

170,663 

1,482 

i 

48,863 
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V 

(II) 

Statement showing the numbeb of Free Primary Schools sano- 

TIONED BY THE DISTRICT* SCHOOL BOARD AND THE NUMBER OF 
TEACHERS SEE VINO IN THEM, ACCORD#<3 TO CASTE, IN THE DISTRICT 
OF Tippera. 


A 

Number 

Number of teachers. 

Thanu. Sub -Inspectorate. 

of Free 




Primary 

Schools. 

r ^ 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Total. 

1 . Comilla 

14 

9 

32 

41 

2. Burichang 

45 

33 

107 

140 

3. Debidwar 

21 

19 

43 

62 

4. Chandina 

33 

23 

76 

99 

^5. Laksam 

21 

19 

41 

60 

6. Chouddagram 

25 

19 

49 

68 

7. Muradnagar 

40 

44 

85 

129 

8. Daudkandi 

30 

25 

64 

89 

9. Homna 

27 

7 

72 

79 

10. Ohandpur 

30 

27 

51 

78 

11. Kachua 

58 

50 

119 

169 

12. Faridganj 

45 

25 

110 

135 

13. Matlabganj 

49 

29 

111 

140 

14. Brahmanbaria 

46 

34 

93 

127 

15. Kasha 

55 

72 

87 

159 

16. Nabinagar 

60 

43 

135 

178 

17. Nasimagar 

31 

38 

33 

71 

18. Banehharampur 

30 

20 

69 

89 

19. Haziganj 

44 

20 

112 

132 

Total 

710 

556 

1,489 

2,045 


Note . — 512 schools are awaiting sanction of the District School Board. 
Besides, there are 563 boy8* and 420 girls’ schools receiving gran te-in -aid or 
stipend^ from the School Board. 



1940 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


leo 


(in) 

STATEMENT SHOWING THE TKACH EBS OF SCHEDULED CASTES AND 
Education kilx Backward Hindus. 

Teachers. 


r 


Name of the thana. 


Scheduled 

Education- 




Castes. 

ally Back- * 





ward Hindus. 

1 . 

Burichang 

. . 

2 

Nil 

2. 

Homna 

* 

7 

10 

3. 

Farid ganj 


6 

Nil 

4. 

Bancharampur 


4 

0 

5. 

Nasimagar 


9 

12 

6. 

Daudkandi 


3 

1 

7. 

Brahmanbaria 


3 

10 

8. 

Hajiganj 


2 

1 

9. 

Oh and in a 


15 

12 

10. 

Nabinagar 


11 

8 

11. 

Kachua 


7 

18 

12. 

Kotwali 


7 

2 

13. 

Debidwar 


2 

Nil 

14. 

Laksam 


3 

25 

15. 

Chouddagram 


1 

4 

16. 

Matlahganj 


8 

Nil 

17. 

Kasha 


10 

Nil 

18. 

Chandpur 


11 

4 

19. 

Muradnagar 


6 

3 


Total 


115 

110 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to question 
(a) (it), will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
schools which existed in the district at the time the education cess was 

imposed Y 

The Hon’bft Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Si, . through a mistake 

the number has not been given. 


Mr. &HIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us Hie information ? 
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Tlw Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The number was perhaps 

slightly greater. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I want to know the exact 
number. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have already said that it 

is through a mistake the number lias not been given. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think what has been done is the answer to (a) 
(i) is given in Statement (II) and the answer to (a) (it) is given in 
Statement (I). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The numbers do not agree. 
In Statement (I), the number of boys’ and girls’ schools is shown as 
2,721 and 1,482, respectively, and in the Statement (II) the number of 
schools shown is 710. In t he Note it is said “512 schools are await- 
ing sanction of the District School Hoard. Besides, there are 565 boys’ 
And 420 girls’ schools receiving grants-in-uid or stipends from the 
School Board.” If they are added together the number comes to 1,785. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am almost certain that the total number of 
primary schools which is shown here as 4,100 is not correct. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I don’t know that, Sir All 
I say is that the statements do not agree. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am certain that the statements have been 
wrongly given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Obviously there has been 
some mistake and, therefore, it is not possible to give the information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is the position, the 
question can he held over. 


Grant-in-aid to Middle English 8chool$ and Madrassaht in Pabna. 

•329. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Qon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
the names of — 

(t) Madrassahs (Senior and Junior); and 

(«) Middle English Schools 
♦ 

at present in the district of Pabna t 
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( b ) Do any of them get any grant-in-aid from the Government? 
m (c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(») their names; and 

(u) the amount of monthly grant received by each of them? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) to (c) Statements 

giving the information are laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 
329, showing the names of Madrassahs and Middle English Schools 
in the Palma district. ^ 



Madrassahs. 


Senior. 

(1) Sirajganj. 

(3) Chur Songaoha. 

(2) Sirajganj lslamia. 

(4) Kamarkhond. 


Junior. 

(1) Pabna lslamia. 

(12) Beara Nur Nabi. 

(2) Degreerchar. 

(13) Barahar lslamia. 

(3) Nakalia. 

(14) Cliinadhukuria. 

(4) Tarabari. 

(16) Enayetpur. 

(5) Talimnagar. 

(1G) Sambhudia. 

(6) Natiabari. 

(17) Tamai. 

<7) Hadal. 

(18) Ullapara. 

(8) Saratnagar. 

(19) Matiarpur. 

(9) Shibpur Taha. 

(20) Ulat Chandipur. 

(10) Dhulauri. 

(21) Jamtnil Dhopakandi, 

(11) Bera Coronation. 

(22) Notuarpara S. B. 

. (23) Krishnapur Girls'. 

Middle English Schools. 

(1) Pabna Goswamy. 

(6) Dogachi. 

(2) Pabna Binapani. 

(7) Digha-Salimpur. 

(3) Ataikola. 

(8) Masum*dia. 

(4) Bera. 

(9) Pakoria. 

(6) Bhangnra P. N. 

(10) Parahadanga. 
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(11) Eatanganj. 

(12) Sujanagar. 

(13) Santbia. 

(14) Tantiband. 

(15) Banserbada. 

(16) Raghunathpur. 

(17) Sagarkandi. 

(18) Sinduri. 

(19) Bagmara. 

(20) Haturia-Jagannathpur. 

(21) Badal Binapani. 

(22) Sankaripara. 

(23) Bemra. 

(24) Kbanpura. 

(26) Raninagar. 

(26) Atghoria. 

(27) Beltoil. 

(28) Dariapur- Victoria. 

(29) Deluab. 

(30) Garadaha. 

(31) Gandhail. 

(32) llat kora. 

(33) Kazipur. 

(34) Pangashi. 

(36) Rajapur. 

(36) Saidabad. 

(37) Talgachi. 

(38) Cbouhali Islamia. 

(39) Gbatabari-Baoikhola. 

(40) Maltidanga. 

(41) Mugbelai Lutfia. 

(42) Sonatani. 

(43) t Sonamukhi. 


(44) Bhatpeary Jaoharmall. 

(45) Hatboyra. 

(46) Mesra. 

(47) Bbadraghat. 

(48) Baidya Dogacki. 

(49) Sthal Naohatta. 

(50) Bbanudanga. 

(51) Dhubil. 

(52) Sirajganj. 

(53) Punthia. 

(54) Betil Union. 

(56) Katarbari. 

(56) Eonabari Ishaque. 

(57) Sujapur Saleba-Ishaque. 

(58) Goybatta. 

(59) Baniaganti. 

(60) Khas Sonamukbi. 

(61) Tbuntia Islamia. 

(62) Bastul Isbaque. 

(63) Kaijuri. 

(64) Purnimaganti. 

(65 ; Kbaschar Alipur. 

(66) Taras Isbaque. 

(67) Matia Malipara. 

(68) Sealkole. 

(69) Jajira. 

(70) Tarakandi. 

(71) Juktigacha. 

(72) Mirzapur. 

(73) Brakmagacba. 

(74) Nimgacki. 

(75) "Salanga. 

(76) Sirajganj Gouri Girli'. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clauses (b) and (e) of starred question 
* No. *329, showing the amount of monthly grant given to Madrassdks and 
Middle English Schools in the district of Pabna. 


Amount of 
grant. 

(Per month.) 
Re. 

Senior Madiassahs — 

(1) Sirajganj . . . . . . 270 

(2) Sirajganj Islamia . . . . 75 

(3) Kamarkhond Old . . . . 50 


J unior Mad rassahs— 


(1) Pabna Islam ia 

. . 


30 

(2) Nakalia 

. . 


35 

(3) Tarabari 

. . 


35 

(4) Talimnagar 

. . 


35 

(5) Natibari 

. . 


35 

(6) Beara 

. . 


35 

(7) Berahar 

. . 


35 

(H) Ohinadhukuria 

. . 


30 

(9) Enayetpur 

• % 


35 

(10) Sambhudia 

. . 


00 

(11) Tamai 



35 

(12) Ullapara 



45 

(13) Krishnapur Girls’ 

•• 

*• 

100 

iddle English Schools — 

(1) Bhangura 



25 

(2) Dogachi 



26 

(3) Masumdia 



25 

(4) Pakoria 



32 

(5) Dariapur Victoria 



40 

(6) Gandhail 



35 

(7) Digha-Salimpur 


• 

25 

(8) Talgachi 



25 

(9) Goyhatta * . . 



25 

10) Konabari 

. . 

. , 

25 
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Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of the fact that very 
few Middle English Schools have been enjoying grants-in-aid from 
Government, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
Government will be ready to give grants-in-aid to more Middle English 
Schools if the authorities of those schools approach Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This question was raised 

on a previous occasion and the Director of Public Instruction has been 
provided with more funds to give increased grants for Middle English 
Schools. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The House will now take up starred question 
No. 333. 


Rise in prioee of foodstuffs commonly used by industrial workers in 
Bengal since the outbreak of the war. 

*333. Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state the percentage of rise in prices since the outbreak 
of war of foodstuffs and necessaries of life such as rice, flour, atta, 
sugar, oil (mustard and kerosine), ghee, dhoti, cereals, coal, soap 
(washing), matches, betelnut, and hiri? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(/) that such a rise in prices of foodstuffs and necessaries of life has 
affected the condition of the working class; 

(ii) that their wages have not been increased; and 

(iii) that they have not been given any war bonus? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what stiq>s the Government have taken or 
they intend to take to alleviate the distress of the working class in 
Bengal caused by the rise in pric$? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate immediate measures for secur- 
ing war bonus unto the Factory workers proportionate to increase in 
prices ? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: (a) The honourable 
member is referred to the Government Press Communique of the 11th 
March, 1940, which shows the present position of the prices of the 
commodities commonly used by the industrial workers in Bengal, a copy 
of which is kid on the Library table. 
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(b) (») According to our present calculations the rise in the cost ol 
Hying is between 7 to 8 per cent., and to that extent there has been i 
change. 

(it) and (Hi) In some cases wages have been increased; and in eonu 
others war bonus has been given. * 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Ministei 
be pleased to state why in the Government Press communique, a copj 
of which has been laid on the Lihran Table, in respect of August onlj 
wholesale prices have been given whereas in respect of current prieef 
both wholesale and retoil prices have been given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We were not so meti 
culous in those days before the war in ascertaining lwitli wholesale am 
retail prices as we are now*. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion hie Ministei 
be pleased to state whether it was easy and possible for Government 
officers to find out from the actual account books of shop-keepers the 
retail prices for that time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. It will he very 
difficult to get it. I will ask you to find it out yourself. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: That information can Ik 
found out. Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an expression of opinion. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the H on’ hie Ministei 
be pleased to state why in the case of August only one price for one 
commodity has been given whereas in the case of current prices, both 
wholesale and retail, several prices have been given? 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The reply is the same 
We are more careful now than we were before the war. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state how ig it possible to work out the percentage if such 
different figures are given? m 

The HeB’hle Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I have explained that 
twice on the floor of the House. * 
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Death of Nurui&mait, a worker of Dayamoyee Jayanti Sugar Mill at 

Kishoreganj. 

•335. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM (Mymensingh): (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that one Nurujaman, a worker of Dayamoyee Jayanti Sugar 
Mill, Kishoreganj, died of injuries on the 6th February, 
1940; 4 

(it) that he was cleaning the “box carrier” when the machinery 
w^ not in motion; 

(in) that the Chief Engineer and Electrical Engineer came at that 
time to examine the machinery; 

- ( iv ) that on the order of the Chief Engineer the Electrical Engineer 
put the machinery in motion without warning to Nurujaman; 

(v) as a result Nurujaman was crushed to death then and there; 

(vi) that the incident occurred at about 12 noon; 

(yii) that the police came at 4 p.m., and the Subdivisional Officer 
came for enquiry after sunset; 

(viii) that the mill authorities removed the workers from the mill 
when the Subdivisional Officer came for enquiry; 

(ix) that the Subdivisional Officer could not and did not take the 

evidence of the eye witnesses; and 

(x) that a petition was submitted to the Subdivisional Officer by 

Abdul Wodood Choudhury, Pleader, on behalf of the cousin 
of Nurujaman? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) what steps the Government have taken to find out for whose 
fault a life was lost; and 

(w) whether the Hon’ble Minister proposes to hold an enquiry into 
the matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) <i) Yes. 

(it) The worker was cleaning not the “box carrier,” but the “mill- 
crushing rollers” which at that time were not working, and when the 
bagasse carries just below them were in motion. 
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(Hi) The mill has no post designated ‘’Electrical Engineer.” The 
Chief Engineer was then outside the mill house inspecting the can# 
currier* 


(iv ) Does not arise. 

(v) No. Nurujaman’s death was purely accidental. While clean- 
ing the rollers he lost his balance and fell into the pit below in which 
bagasse was being delivered, and thence taken to the boilers by means 
of a carrier which was then in motion. The deceased was entangled in 
the carrier mechanism, and the injuries thus sustained caused his 
instantaneous death. 

(vi) The accident occurred about 1 ’> minutes after 12. 

(vt i) The police came at about ft p.in. and the KubdivTsional Officer 
after dusk. 

(vm) No. The workers were there when the Subdivisional Officer 
came. 

No. The Subdivisional Officer did take the evidence of some 
of the eye-witnesses. 

( .r } No. There is no such petition on the file of the Subdivisional 
Officer. 

* * 

(b) (/; and (u) The deceased came by his death through his oWu 
negligence, and while regretting it very much, Government do not con- 
sider that the incident calls for any action. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(to which answer was laid on the table) 

Arrests made in connection with Government measure to oontrol 
profiteering. 

188. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the reply 
to supplementary question to starred question No. 54 of the 22nd 
February, 1940, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce 
and Labour Department be pleased to state — 

(a) why Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta was arrested; 

( b ) what business connection has he to influence the ri»e in prices; 

and 

(c) whether the gentlemen arrested or some of them were required 
# to be present in Magistrate’s Court on any date after their 

arrest P 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. ft. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) and (b) Dr. Nalini 

JRanjan Sen. Gupta was connected as a responsible Director with certain 
firms controlling the distribution of certain essential supplies ,of 
medicines, some of which firms according to information available were 
concerned in the attempt to raise prices thus causing fear and alarm 
to the public and prejudicing public safety and interest. 


(c) They were arrested and discharged, and were not required to be 
present in Court. ** 

f 


Da. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (a) and 
(l>), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what does he mean 
by a responsible director? Was Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta a Manag- 
ing Director* of the firms mentioned? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is more than I can 
say. But Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta, I take it, is a responsible 
person and he is a director and, as a director, he presumably discharges 
his responsibilities and may be held responsible. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if all the directors similarly placed were placed under 
arsestror was it not particularly Dr. Sen Gupta who was picked out? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. Many persons 
were arrested. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta 
was among all the directors, I would like to know if all other directors 
were placed under arrest ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S I believe, Dr. Nalini 
Ranjan Sen Gupta was a responsible director connected with four such 
firms, ami not with one firm only. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are those firms? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry, I have not 
the file with me, but looking through the file, I remember, there were 
four firms named in the file. That is why I have said “certain firms’*. 
I take it that Dr. Sanyal does not need such overdrastio action as to 
require Government to arrest all the responsible directors of ail the 
four firms. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister* be 
pleased tb state why Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta was particularly 
picked out to be arrested at an unearthly hour? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Apparently, the otHcers 
who arrested him were in receipt of information that Dr. Sen Gupta 
was more connected with these firms and more responsible for their 
action and their policy than others jj^re. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the IWble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the information like? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is what the officers 

possess and not I. 

Mr. J6CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what enquiry, if any, was made before the arrest of 
Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sen Gupta to ascertain whether he had any connec- 
tion with the fixing of prices of articles of those firms? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 take it that the officers 
who were responsible for the arrest of Dr. Sen Gupta took precautions 
to ascertain that Dr. Sen Gupta knew somethin# about the prioe# %nd 
influenced them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to "certain essen- 
tial supplies" mentioned in his reply, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the commodities over which Dr. Nalini 
Ranjan Sen Gupta was alleged to have some influence in the raisin# of 
prices ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The words in my reply 
are not merely "essential supplies," but as Dr. Snnyal will find it is 
"essential supplies of medicines," and therefore, it was with reference 
to articles of medicine. 

Dr. NAL1NAK8HA 8ANYAL: What particular articles? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Dr. Sanya! must know 
that about that time the prices of certain articles, e.g. t injections and 
other medical goods, rose beyond all proportion to their cost and to their 
value and the officers of Government felt that if patients were deprived 
of such things as medicines and injections, it certainly was something 
which fyterferred considerably with and prejudiced considerably the 
public interest. 
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• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to State if these articles were in the list of essential coiqmoditiea 
Of articles with regard to which profiteering was advised to be stopped 
t>y the Government of India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, l)r. Sanyal should 
remember that the Government of India advised that the prices of all 
medicines and medical appliance»«hould be brought under control. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be * 
pleased to state what was the nature of the information on the basis of 
which Dr. Sen Gupta was considered to be influencing the rise of prices 
of essential supplies of medicines? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not Jtnw the 

details and cannot know the details. It is clear that Dr. Sen Gupta is 
a responsible director of four different firms that deal in tine supplies 
of medicines the prices of which had mounted beyond all proportions 
to cost and ro was held responsible for their increase. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister.be 
pleased to state what is the difference that the Hon’ble Minister is 
itf&kilig between a responsible director and the other directors? Was 
he a managing director? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. He has said that he was connected with four 
firms and the prices of commodities supplied by those firms were rising 
and he being the common factor, it was presumed that he was respon- 
sible for the rise in prices. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has not said that, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U H R AWARD Y: Not merely for being a 
•common factor was he responsible; but Dr. Sen Gupta as a responsible 
person was also responsible. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURI: Will *the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what was the nature of information against 
him? 

The HofPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Dr. Sen Gupta is a 

responsible person associated with four medical firms. He sees before 
him and we also see with our eyes that the firms with which Dr. Sen 
Gupta if associated are profiteering in essential supplies of medicines. % 
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pertain information is placed at the disposal of officers and Dr A Sen 
Gupta is thereupon held by these ctfficers to have been responsible for 
this urfdue rise in the prices of medicines. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to answer (r), 
viz., “they were arrested and discharged, and were not required to be 
present in court,” will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if they 
were discharged then and there, immediately after arrest* or 
subsequently ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWADDY s 1 believe on the spot. 
They were not even produced in Court. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pfl&a’sed to state when they were informed that they were discharged^ 
Were they actually at any stage informed that they were discharged 
or that simply the case against them was not proceeded with. 1 ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The> were informed 
tflat they were discharged. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: \Vill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that on the 14th September, 1939, most 
of those gentlemen who had been arrested on the night of the 3rd were 
required to he present before the Chief Presidency Magistrate Y 

Mr, 8PEAKER: This question really does not arise as it does not 
refer to Dr. Nalini ltanjun Sen Gupta. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. With reference to my 
question (c), viz., “whether the gentlemen arrested or some of them 
were required to he present in the Magistrate’s Court on any date after 
their arrest,” the reply is— “the> were arrested and discharged, and 
were not required to be present in (’ourt.” So I first wanted informa- 
tion about the time, because I am very definite that they were required 
to be present in the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s Court on the 14th 
September. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER; Was he required to be present on the 14th 
September ? 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir, they were arrested on 
the 3rd* September 

as 
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Mr.* SPEAKER t The question is whether he was informed about 
bis discharge on the 3rd or the 14th P 

; Dr. NAtlNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that is why I asked if Dr. Sen 
Gupta was discharged on the day of his arrest or subsequently Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. fain not aware when 
they were discharged. Tliey were arrested on the 6th. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On the >th night 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S No, on the Oth and they 
were not required to he present in the Court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was he not required to he present 
on that date or subsequent U ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I do not know. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why they were discharged on that very night forthwith P 
W as any attempt made to collect evidence against them!*' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not nrise. You can ask why. 
You cannot suppose something wrong. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let u> see wh\ ? Because we find 
certain responsible gentlemen 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
has made me doubt my own statement. The honourable member states 
that they were discharged forthwith. I had given my impression of it. 
It is not here in the tile. I take it. Sir, that they were discharged 
actually because the action that was taken by Government had a very 
salutary effect and the prices ot medicines came down. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the interval of time between the publication 
of the ordinance and the arrest of Dr. Sen Gupta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, the honourable 
member ought to k,uow better when the ordinance was published, as he 
must have been affected by it, but in any event, Sir, it could not have 
been more than three days. 
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Or. NALINAKEHA SANYALi Will the Hon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state at what time these gentlemen were (^Tested? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not arise a* a supplementary to thia 
question . 

Dr. NALINAK8RA 8ANYAL: Sir. if was in the original ques- 
tion, which is being carried over in this question, because certain infor- 
mation was held over at that time. This question (183) is a sequel to 
another question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But that question has not been held over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir, l will put it in 
anbther way. What was the interval between the arrest and the 
discharge ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY S That. Sir, I am not 
aware of. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what legal steps were taken to follow up the arrest? 
The answer has been given that there was salutary effect of the arrest 
and therefore the Government did not proceed. 1 would like to know 
specifically it (iovernment arrested them onl\ for the inoral effect or 
then 1 was an\ breach of law for which thes were thought punishable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY • There was obviously a 
breach of law. These honourable profiteers did not realize that they 
were going against the law when the> put up the prices to an undue 
extent or thought they would escape the consequences. After fheir 
arrest, they did realize it. The pri<es came down and Government not 
being vindictive did not proceed against them. 

Dr. NALJNAK8HA 8ANYAL: If there was a breach of law, why 
did not Government follow the ordinary course of law? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That has been answered. Government’s inten- 
tion was not merely to prosecute, but to get the prices down. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hobble Minister aware 
that the arrest of Dr. Nalini Itanjan Sen Gupta took place when the 
Gazett^*had not been published? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I am not aware 

of it. * 

t 

; Mr. JbcE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has got any definite information that 
there were three or four days’ interval between the publication of the 
ordinance and the arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, the war was 

announced on the 3rd and they were arrested on the 6th. There was 
no justification for raising the prices. The ordinance was there, and 
the Defence of India Rules were there. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to furnish the information as to on what date the ordinance 
was published in the Calcutta Gazette ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That 1 do not know, 
Sir. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Curriculum for primary schools in muktab areas. 

*330. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a circular from the Department of Director of 
Public Instruction lias been issued to the effect that in the Boys’ Pri- 
mary Schools where the number of Muslim boys exceed 50 per cent, 
the curriculum pre>eribed for the Muktab Primary Schools will have 
to be followed ? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangements he proposes to make 
for the education of boys belonging to the minority communities in 
the Noakhali district? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) In 1924 Gov- 
ernment sanctioned a separate curriculum for Muslim Primary Schools 
or Muktabs. It was intended for Muslim boys in Primary Schools or 
Muktabe in which' the number of such boys was more than 50 per cent, 
of the roll number. This curriculum has ceased to operate the dis- 
trict of Noakhali where the revised syllabus for Primary Schools and 
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Muktabs ha s been introduced this year. This revised syllabus provides 
lor .instruction in secular subjects jointly and in religious subjects 
separately for all pupils. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the curriculum has been introduced only in the 
district of Noakhali or in any other district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As at present advised, it 
is in the district of Noakhali only. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that the text-books prescribed for the maktab primary 
schools are wounding the religious susceptibilities of other minority 
communities P t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. ('urriculum and 
text-books are different matter^. 

.x 

Managing Committee of the Burdwan Town 8ohool. 

♦331. Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: *<>a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state* — 

(;) whether the Burdwan Town School is a Government School or 
a Government aided school; and 

(n) whether it is\managed by the rules embodied in Government 
of Bengal Education (Vide as a Government School or by the 
rules embodied in the* Calcutta University School Code as 
an aided school. 

tb) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Head Master is on 
ex-officio Secretary of the school P 

(c) If so, what are the reasons'' 

(d) I)o the Government contemplate Hie election of the Secretary 
from amongst the members of the Committee like all other aided schools? 
If not, why nop? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) It is a Govern- 
ment aided institution. 

(ii) It is governed by the rules embodied in the School Code as well 
as those in the Bengal Education Code. 

(6) Yes. * 

(c) Because it was considered desirable in the interest of (he school 
that the Head Master should be the Secretary of the school. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Allegations against some soldiers of the Frontier Foros Regiment 
stationed at Dacca. 

*302. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that on the 13th November, 1939, some soldiers of the Frontier 

Force Regiment stationed at Dacca while passing along 
Sankhari Bazar Lane of the same city made immoral signs 
and gestures towards the womenfolk of the locality; 

(ii) that they behaved without decorum with two Sankhari women 

who were at the time drawing water from the street 
hydrant ; 

(Hi) that they attempted to enter a house by force when they were 
resisted by the people of the locality; 

(iv) that about halt an houi after the incident, about one hundred 

soldiers with lathis came running towards Sankhari bazar; 

(v) that they were intercepted by the police and prevented from 

doing further mischief; 

(vi) that the District Magistrate of Dacca admitted to the ques- 

tioner that the aforesaid story was substantially correct; 

(vii) that he ussured the questioner and the aggrieved people that 

the culprits would he departmentally dealt with; and 
(viii) that proper stei>s will be taken to prevent recurrence of similar 
incidents at Dacca ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) (ni) and (rm) are in the affirmative, will 
the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what departmental action has been taken against the culprits; 
and 

(ti) uhat steps, it any, ha\e been taken to prevent repetition of 
similar occurrences in the city of Dacca? 

tc) Is the Hon’ble Minister also aware — 

(i) that on the night of 10th December, 1939, three soldiers of the 

aforesaid Frontier Force Regiment stationed at Dacca 
acconqtanied by another jieison went to the house of a 
Namasudra named Feloo Mistri residing at Dhobakhola, Gan- 
daria, Dacca; 

(ii) that they focussed a torchlight at the hut where womenfolk 

were staying; and 

(ii{) that the said Feloo Mistri remonstrating was abused and 
assaulted by one of the party? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what action, if anv, has been taken against 
the culprits. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: (a)(i) to (in) Yes, under 
a misapprehension, in that there are disorderly houses in the locality 
and the women concerned were seen without covering their heads which 
confused the Pathan soldiers of the Frontier Force Regiment who are 
ignorant of local customs, manners and language. 

(iv) and (r) About 50 to 100 soldiers came there on a report that 
some of their brother soldiers were being molested, but without lathi* 
or any other weapons. Police jackets were stationed there to avoid any 
breach of the pence. 

(ri) to inn) The honouiahle memlier saw the District Magistrate 
about the matter. The District Magistrate’s visit to the locality and 
his explanation ot the incident seemed to have satisfied him. 

(hi The Adjutant ot the Regiment and the Additional Kuperintpu* 
dent of Police explained the injustice committed by the soldiers. The 
Distiict Magistrate visited the s|H>t and the Officer (’onmiamling 
regret ted tin* incident. The entire city was out of liounds for the 
SejMiys tor some da\-» and thev were foihidden to visit tin* Sankhari 
bazar area. The Sankhari community were satisfied. 

( <" ) Three servants of the Regimental Mess and not soldiers w hile 
on the look-out for the food contractor went to Dbobnkhola on a report 
that he was at the house of a Namasudra woman. On their way they 
met Felon Mistri and some others and Felon who was drunk picked 
up a quarrel with one of Ihe servants and I hern w as a mutual assault. 
Tfaere was no focussing of a torchlight. 

(d) The matter was rejwrted to the Military authorities lor taking 
necessary action. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (<j>, is the 
Hon'ble Minister aware that the District Magistrate* on an inspection of 
Sankhari bazar in company with the questioner was satisfied thut the 
locality could not lie mistaken for a quarter of disorderly houses? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference t(f answers ( a ) and 
( b) t where it is stated that I was satisfied with the District Magistrate’s 
inspection of the place of incident, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that I 
was satisfied to the extent that I would not proceed further with the 
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matter, provided that the District Magistrate assured me that the 
culprits would be departmen tally dealt with and the District Magistrate 
gave me that assurance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got nothing 

further to add to what I have already stated. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer ( d ), will 
the Hon’ble Minister please say whether any action has been taken by 
the military authorities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Do the Government consider the 
desirability of moving in the matter to see that the culprits are 
adequately dealt with? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the matter has been 
reported to the militan authorities, and Government assume that 
necessary action will he taken in the matter. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Do they propose to move in the 
matter and see that action is taken? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They cannot do more 
than represent to the military authorities. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CH AUDHURI : When was the report 
made to the military authorities? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely when it was 
brought to the notice of the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : What are the reasons 
which actuated Government for waiting for such a long time for the 
opinion of the military authorities on the report made by Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
reason here. The matter has ended with the report. 

Dr. NALINA4CSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if these people were stationed at the request o? instance 
or suggestion of the local Government or of the military authorities of 
their own accord ? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr« NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what authority the local Government exercises over military men 
when they come to civil parts and conduct themselves in a manner 
which is injurious to the interests of peaceful citizens? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice as to the 
exact nature of the tiling. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is ven difficult to answer that off-hand. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In view of answer (//) that these 
people are ignorant of local customs, manners and language, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the\ are considering the desir- 
ability of having in civil areas such military men only who are Bengalis 
and who are conversant with local customs, habits and manners, that 
similar mistakes may not be committed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid that there are 
no Bengalis in the regiment at present. 


Free Primary Teachership Examination in Tippera district. 

*334. Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Will the TTon’ble Minister in 
oharge of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the years 1938 and 1939 — 

(a) the number of teachers, who appeared at the Free* Primary 

Teachership Examination, from the Tippera district; 

( b ) how many of them came out successful ; 

(c) the marks obtained by each teacher; and 

(d) who or what body examined their papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) In 1938 the number 

was 4,445 ami in 1939 the number was 3,919. 

(6) 1,012 teachers were successful in 1938 and 697 in 1939. 

(c) This information cannot be divulged. 

(£) The Subdivisional Inspectors and selected Sub-Inspectors of 
Schools under the supervision of the District Inspector of Schools. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Application for licence of cinema house at Dinajpur. 

182. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Sri juts Kshemesh Kaitjan Chatterjee, m.sc., Tarapada 
Dhar and others applied for licence for starting a cinema house at 
Dinajpur in the month of February last to the then District Magistrate 
of Dinajpur? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon/ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the order passed on 
the application by the said Magistrate? 

(c) Is it a fact that subsequently the then District Magistrate 
ordered for an enquiry bv the Subdi visional Officer, Radar? 

( d ) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) whether such enquiry was held ; 

(u) if so, who made the enquiry; 

(Hi) when the enquiry was made; 

(iv) how the enquiry was made; 

(r) whether any citizen of the Dinajpur town was examined; 

(ri) if so, who were they; and 

(vri) if no enquiry was made, the reason thereof? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the existing cinema hall is 
not sufficient to accommodate the increasing number of cinema going 
public? 

(/) Is it a fact that Government are not in favour of granting of the 
licence? 

(</) Tf so, why? 


Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (c) Yes. 

(b) No, as it would serve no useful purpose. 

(d) (i) and (e) No. 

(if) to (ri) Do not arise. 

(rtf) It was subsequently found that the proposed enquiry was not 
necessary*. 
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(/) and (g) From the information at present in their possession Gov* 
ernmeiTt are satisfied that the existing cinema house is quite sufficient 
to accommodate all the cinema going public and the necessity for start* 
ing a second house has not been established. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: With reference to answer (b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state from whose point of view — is 
it the point of view of Government or of t he public or the petitioners 
for licence — the Hon’ble Minister thinks that it will serve no useful 
purpose if the order of the District Magistrate is placed on the library 
table ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babll PREMHARI BARMA: With reference to answer (d i (m), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state b\ whom it was found that 
the proposed enquiry was not necessan ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe, h> the present 

District Magistrate. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon Me Minister he 
pleased to state it the District Magistrate who iound that an enquiry 
was not necessan put forward an\ reason for that? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He went through th 
past records and then he examined the question in the light of the 
existing conditions and came to that conclusion. 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under what legal authority the District Magistrate 
exercises this judgment about the sufficiency or otherwise of existing 
cinemas? There art* only two grounds on which local Government has 
power in the matter, namely, on t lie ground of public health, and on the 
ground of conditions necessary for a place of public amusement. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why in answer (b) he says that it will serve no useful 
purpose? Will be state reasons for that? 

Ttwt Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If any order has been 
passed, that is known already to the parties concerned, and I do not see 
any further justification for placing it on the library table. 9 
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Encouragement from Government towards Muslim education 

184. Mr. AEDUR RA8QHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(?) the total amount of money spent by Government annually on 
primary, seconluy, collegiate and other kinds of education 
in the province; and 

(/*) what percentage of the total amount referred to in O’) 0 spent 
for the education of the Muslim community? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Muslim community in 
Bengal is backward in education? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate spend- 
ing half of the total grant for the education of the Muslim community 
annually? 

(d) What is tlie percentage of literacy amongst the Muslims? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a feeling of discontent exists 
amongst the Muslims for lack of encouragement from Government 
towards Muslim education? 

(/) If so, what steps do t lie Government propose taking for the 
advancement of education amongst the Muslim community? 


Tho Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs (o) (m Education for Indian 

boys and girls — Its. 1 , of). 59, 000 . Anglo-Indian and European educa- 
tion— Its. 11,47,000. 

(it) Separate accounts for the education of Muslim community are 
not maintained. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) It would l»e desiraUde to make special arrangements for helping 
Muslim education, but in the present circumstances the division of the 
total allotment rigidly between communities is hardly possible. If the 
honourable member would be pleased to suggest a practical method, I 
shall be prepared to consider it. 

(d) 6-8 per cent, (according to the Census of 1931). 

(e) There has been a feeling of discontent in the past, but this is 
gradually dying aw&y. There is no lack of encouragement now from 
Government towards Muslim education. 

(/) Ths question does not arise. 
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. Communal ratio in the office of lnspeotor»Ceneral of Registration, 

Bengal. 

185. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education E^partment be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the communal ratio in services is being observed in the 

office of the Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal; and 

( b ) if so, what is the proportion at the present time of assistants of 

different communities in the said Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

(h) Caste Hindus — 50 per cent. 

Muhammudan> — 4*1 ’75 per cent. 

Depressed class — (> -‘Jo jwm cent. 

Girls’ hostels in Calcutta. 

186. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: ui) Is the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge ot the Education Department aware — 

u) that main ot the gills’ hostels in the city of Calcutta are 
privuteh managed proprietory institutions; 

{u) that the\ are run in the interest of the proprietors; and 

\m) that main girl-students studying in the Government recog- 
nised gills’ schools and colleges in Calcutta leside in these 
private hostels? 

i h) If the answer to ui) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of requiring the authorities of these hostels to secure 
police licences to continue as propiietnrv concerns? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) to (m) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state what steps did Government take to ascertain 
the proprietary character and management of the girls’ hostels in 
Calcutta since this question was tabled? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I confess that no step has 
yet been taken, but I promise to take up this question if the honourable 
member 6o desires. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: How long does the 
Hon’ble Minister think he will take to ascertain these facts and to take 
the steps which he has just promised ? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may take steps to-morrow, 
but the whole thing depends on funds. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether, since he took over charge of the 
portfolio, Government gave proper consideration and thought to the 
question of girls’ hostels in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, from the very 
beginning 1 have been trying, but the whole thing is a question of 
funds. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the precise difficulties due to which 
within the last two years Government have not done anything in this 
direction ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid, that question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Did the Hon’ble 

Minister explore the possibilities of diverting some of the money from 
the previous budgets which were granted to various institutions in this 
direction Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Hon ble 

Minister has pleadq/d financial stringency and 1 am asking whether 
Government explored the possibilities 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I put it in a 

different form? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Did the Hon’ble 

Minister explore the possibilities of finding funds out of the provincial 
budget for the purpose of diverting them to the girls’ hostels ip Calcutta 
in view of the importance of this matter? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAfLUL HUQ: It was not possible to 
divert funds, because other institutions were also important, urgent and 
necessary. The question was of additional fund. That is why the- 
difficulty arises. * 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleaded to state what amount was estimated to be required in connec- 
tion with this provision and what was the deficit apprehended whichi 
Government could not find from ordinary sources? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A scheme was worked out 
by Dr. Jenkins when he was placed on special duty. That scheme* 
shows that in Calcutta at any rate — I cannot give the exact figure — a sum. 
of nearly Rs. 2 lakhs recurring will have to be provided by Govern- 
ment in order to maintain and make up the deficit. It is possible that 
we can make a beginning this year, and, if necessary, Sir, I will come* 
up with a supplementary demand in July. 


Remission of current rent and interest on arrear rents in Janbazar 
Wards Estate in Dinajpur. 

i87. Maulvi ABDUL UABBAR: (</) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge ol the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that the tenants of (he Janbazar Wards Estate of l’arhutipur 
in the district of Dinajpur have received no jute crop this 
year; and 

in) that they have represented to the Collector, Commissioner and! 
the Government for continuing the concession in the shape 

• of remission of interest on arrear rent and current rent this 

year? 

(b) If the answer to ( a ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what steps, if any, has been taken om 
the said representation ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: ( a)(i ) Almost the 
whole of the estate is paddy-growing. The question of failure of jute 
crops dbes not arise. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) The following instructions have been issued to the Collector:— 

j(i) No interest will be charged on rent for the current year paid! 
/before the close of the year. 
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(tt) No interest will be charged if rent for the current year is 
paid together with two years, or mor$, arrears or if current 
rent and all arrears are paid. 

(Hi) "Half interest will be charged if payment is made only of 
current rent and one year’s arrears leaving a balance 
outstanding. 

Maulvi ABDUL dABBAR: With reference to answer (b), will the 
Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of extending the time for 
paying rent on these terms in view of the fact that the close of the 
Bengali year will take place shortly? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: If the tenants 

want to pay runt, they can do so within time. It is very difficult for 
me to promise off-hand. It will depend on the amount of collections 
which are made in the meantime. 

M&ulvi ABDUL JABBAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to 
state if the interest on arrear rent has been remitted in the case of any 
estate under the Court of Wards? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if instructions have been issued to the courts of wards 
in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of modifying the instructions? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Will the honour. 

able member please explain what he means by “modifying”? 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: In his answer (b) (ii) the Hon’ble 
Minister has said “no interest will be charged if rent for the current 
year is paid together with two years or more arrears or if current rent 
and all arrears are paid.” My question Ls whether the Hon’ble Minister 
is considering the desirability of modifying the answer to this effect 
that no interest should be charged if rent for two years be paid without 
mentioning the current year’s rent. 

Tho Hon’blo'8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: That amounts to 
this; only current rent and one year’s arrear rent. I do not think it 
possityf to agree to that. 



Disturbance to the Hindu Conference held at Khulna by Muslim 
# * processionists. 

188. 8rijut NARENDRANATH DA8 GUPTAS (a) With refer- 
ence to the reply given to starred question No. 277 on the 28th March, 
1939, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be 
pleased to state the result ot the enquiry of the Inspector-General of 
Police, in connection with procession which passed the panda! of the 
Hindu Conference held at Khulna? 

( b) What action, if any, has been taken against those who were 
found guilty in this connection, especially against the person desig- 
nated in the said reply? 

(c) If no action has been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (l>) An enquiry 
into the matter was held by the Superintendent of Police. The 
Inspector-General of Police was satisfied with the local officers’ report 
and did not consider it necessary to take action against anybody. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the local officer’s report which is 
said to have satisfied the Inspector-General of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, I can look info the 
suggestion, but I am afraid it will take us into the next session. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Quest ions over. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1839, as passed with 
amendments by the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will now put the motion regarding the Bengal 
Tenancy Amendment Bill to the House. 

The question that the Assembly agree to the amendments made by 
the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amend- 
ment) Sill, 1939, was then put and agreed to. 

33 
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Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will now take up the adjournment motion; 
perhaps the time will just suffice for Mr. Basu’s speech before we break 
up for the prayer interval. Mr. Sentosh Kumar Basu. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move that the 
business of the Assembly do stand adjourned to consider a definite 
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, 
the action of the Government in is-suing an order to all printers, 
publishers and editors in Bengal that was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary , dated the 5th April, 1940, prohibiting 
absolutely the printing or publishing within the province of Bengal of 
any document described or referred to in the said order. 

Sir, the way in which this order has been drawn up and the intricacies 
of the different aspects which this order seeks to touch make it 
impossible for me to refer to this order in greater detail than what I 
have done in this motion. It is therefore necessary that the order itself 
should be placed before the House and incorporated in the proceedings 
of this Assembly in order that the purport of my motion can be fully 
understood. Sir, the order runs thus: — 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Home Department. 

Political (Press). 

No. ‘J097P. 

5th April , 1940. 

Order to all Printers, Publishers and Editors , m Bengal. 

In exercise of the powers conferred by isub-rule (1) of rule 41 of the 
Defence of India Rules, the Governor is pleased to prohibit absolutely 
the printing or publishing within the Province of Bengal of — 

(1) any document containing a reference by way of statement, 
advertisement, notice, news, comment or otherwise, to — 

(a) the whole or any part of any programme for the so-called 
“National Week, 1940”, issued by or on behalf of the 
(suspended) Bengal Provincial Congress Committee or any 
body affiliated thereto or connected therewith or Mr. Subh'as 
p Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajananda or either of them or 
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any organisation with which they are or either of them is 
• connected, or any programme identical with, or based on, 
or substantially similar to, or reproducing part or the whole 
of, any such programme, and 

( h ) any procession, meeting, assembly or demonstration held, 
speech delivered, or thing done or omitted to be done in 
connection with or for the furtherance of any programme 
referred to in sub-clause ( a ) or part of such programme, and 

(2) any document containing a reference by way of comment to this 
order. 

Sir, If I am permitted to analyse the effect of this order it will 
appear that this order is directed to all printers,. publishers and editors 
in Bengal and it prohibits the printing or publishing of certain docu- 
ments. Such a document must relate in whole or in part to the 
programme of the National Week — the “so-called” National Week — 
which is published by the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee which 
is described as suspended or of any body affiliuted thereto or connected 
therewith or Mr. Subhus Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajanamla or 
either of them or any other organisation connected with them. It also 
prohibits the publication of any document containing any reference to 
any. procession, meetings, or assembly or demonstration, etc., which is 
connected with or in accordance with any such programme. It is, 
therefore, perfectly clear that what is sought to he prohibited is the 
publication or printing of any document which will contain any 
reference to any of these matters. Well, Sir, the holding of any meeting 
for the purpose of propagating this programme or for the widest 
possible diffusion of the ideas and opinions of the individuals or the 
organisations mentioned in this order is not prohibited. Processions, 
meetings, assemblages, demonstrations — everything is allowed 
wherever it may be held in Bengal-large gatherings may he collected 
and Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Swami Suhujanundu or those who are 
of their opinion or are connected with their programme are left free to 
discuss, to propagate, to insist and to hammer into the minds of their 
respective audiences their ideas, their views, and their principles couched 
in as eloquent, *as definite, or it may be, as violent language us they 
might choose to employ, without transgressing the limits of the 
ordinary law. In other words, I take it, Sir, that the Home Depart- 
ment of* the Government of Bengal were fully convinced that nothing 
objectionable could come from any of these individuals or organizations 
which would require a definite ban being placed on their activities. 
I am not certainly going to credit the Hou’ble Sir Nazimuddin 
with the idea that although he entertains a very serious opinion as to 
the inischjef which might be done by any of these organisations or 
individuals in their meetings and processions, yet in spite of tiat he 
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allowed them absolute freedom to propagate such ideas in their 
meetings all over Bengal. That certainly could not have -been his 
intention. Is it not absolutely clear that in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal there is nothing objectionable in them? They seem to 
be perfectly sure in their heart of hearts that no damage could be done 
to the public peace or tranquillity or in the matter of the prosecution of 
the war by any of these individuals or organisations or by any of their 
activities in the shape of processions, assemblages or meetings. That 
is the plain implication of the action which has been taken by the 
Government of Bengal. What is really not banned is the speeches of 
these speakers, what is not banned is the right of the audiences in these 
respective gatherings to listen to these speeches — no ban upon the 
tongue, no ban upon the ear; the only ban is upon the eyes of the 
prospective readers of newspaper reports. They must not set their 
eyes on something which in the opinion of Government ought not to 
find any place in the newspapers or in any printed document. It is a 
most strange procedure which the Government have adopted on this 
occasion. I do not know what right Government have or what right, 
they think they have under t lie Defence of India Rules, not to prohibit 
the meetings, the processions or the assemblies but only to prohibit the 
publication of the reports thereof. I am a newspaper reader and I 
may not go to any of these meetings. I have every right to know what 
is happening in these meetings under the aegis of the Government of 
Bengal, not banned, not prohibited, nor in any way objected to by this 
Government. It is a most curious position which the Government of 
Bengal have taken up. Sir, in accordance with the programme which 
was published on the ">th of April, in the newspapers of Calcutta, 
meetings have, as n matter of fact, been held not only in the different 
parts of this city, but all over tins province — meetings attended by 
thousands and thousands of listeners who have clung to the speeches of 
the speakers for hours and hours together. Those who took the trouble 
of going to these meetings have become imbued- with ideas to which 
Government do not at all object. But a ban has been put upon those 
who had not the good fortune of listening to those speeches, so as not 
to be touched or polluted by the propagation of those ideas through 
printed documents. A fine performance indeed! We do not know what 
actuated the Government of Bengal to take up such a strange and 
queer position. 

Then again, Sir, look at the last part of this wonderful order. What 
is prohibited is not only the publication of any document containing a 
reference to the programme or to the proceedings of the different 
meetings, but also the publication of any document containing a 
reference by way of comment to this order. In other words, editorial 
comments are prohibited. But I am just curious to enquire at this 
stage*of you, Sir, and of the Hon’ble Home Minister if he would like 
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to vouchsafe an opinion on this point as to whether the proceedings of 
this Assembly in connection with this debate, containing as they would 
comments on this order, would be liable to be banned so far as news- 
papev publication is concerned. That is a matter, Sir, which directly 
concerns us, and directly concerns our right as members of this legis- 
lature who are free to discuss Mb is matter within the precincts of this 
Chamber. We have got every right to approach our electorates 
through newspapers and to let them know what is happening in thia 
legislature on such matters of vital public importance. But the order, 
as it has been framed, will prohibit the publication of any document 
containing any reference by way of comment to this order, and may be 
construed to prohibit the publication of the report of the proceedings of 
this House. If that be the purport of this order, I do not find words 
strong enough to condemn the intention of the Government. Sir, this 
is probably the first time when Government have entertained a desire so 
openly expressd of gagging this Assembly so far ns newspaper publi- 
cation is concerned. I do say, Sir, that it is up to the Home Minister 
to come out with a frank exposition of the point of view of Govern- 
ment with regard to this matter and unless that is done 1 say they 
stand self-condemned. 

Sir, I do not desire to take up the time of the House much longer. 

I can only say that however much attempts may be made to stifle the 
propagation through newspapers of ideas and views contemplated by 
this order, if there is any life in them, if there is any spirit in them, 
they will take wings, and reach the farthest corners of this province 
and of this country. No other province has promulgated any such 
order. Nowhere else has such a ban been placed. The Congress will 
make up its internal differences; the two wings of the Congress will 
shake hands once again. But the way in which the Government of 
Bengal have figured in this controversy does little credit to them. Sir, 

I ’shall conclude by drawing the attention of this House to what took 
place in connection with the execution of this order by the myrmidons 
of the police. On/ worthy gentleman — a member of the police force — 
has served a notice upon a particular mufassal newspaper by inter- 
preting this order to the following effect: — 

“You are hereby informed that the publication of any matter 
connected with the participation of the Left Wing of the 
Congress in the celebration of the National Week has been 
prohibited by a Gazette Extraordinary. M 

A commentary on the words “Left Wing” will 1 hope be furnished 
by the Hon’ble the Home Minister in connection with this order. 
Government promulgate their orders and in the course of transmission 
they undergo curious transformation and assume such garbs as is found 
in this particular notice. 
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Sir, I shall conclude by inviting the attention of this House to a 
similar question which was raised only the other, day in the House of 
Commons. Sir John Anderson was questioned in the House of Commons 
by Sir Archibald Southby as to what steps w r ere being taken to pievent 
distribution of Communist Party pamphlets on the ground that 
they were likely to hamper the national effort to win the war. Sir 
John in his reply reminded the questioner that the Defence Regulations 
were so drawn as not to interfere with the ordinary propogation of 
opinion. That, Sir, is a lesson which our worthy Ministers may 
very well take to heart. And if the opinion of Sir John Anderson who 
was responsible for putting most of our Ministers on the Treasury 
Benches still carries any weight with them, they will, I hope, take 
it to heart and shape their future conduct accordingly. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir. It 
is really impossible to add anything to what has been so ably said by 
the previous speaker the mover of this adjournment motion. While 
I was listening to his speech one thing was agitating my mind and 
that was what was really the intention of Government in issuing this 
order. Government know certainly well in the cities where generally 
these meetings are held people will assemble in large numbers and 
they will get the advantage of listening to the speeches of these 
speakers. The only object of the Government was to prevent the 
villagers, the people living in villages, from taking any advantage of 
these meetings by reading the reports of these meetings. Already 
there has been an agitation going on throughout the country— an 
agitation for many things, specially to get rid of t lie problem of hunger. 
This hunger has l>een mainly due to the war and in the course 
of the National Week mail) speeches would be delivered as to how 
the peasant in the villnge can cope best with the problem of hunger. 
It was this thing which moved the Government in issuing this order. 
Government know very well that they have not been able up till now 
to do anything to remove the question of hunger of not only the 
labourers of the town but also of the peasants in the villages. If the 
peasants in the villages could get advantage of this by reading in 
papers reports of various speeches delivered in connection with 
National Week and in connection with these problems, then their 
hearts would be awakened, their minds would be stimulated and they 
would begin to think in a new light, and the mischievous activities 
of the present Government which is mainly controlled by the League 
would be known to them. It is for this reason that Government came 
forward with this foolish order. There rail be no other meaning for 
passing this ordcf. It was this thing only which was agitating my 
mind when I was listening to the speech of my honourably friend, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu. 
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• Of course, we who represent labour in towns are accustomed to 
such things. We have been deprived of the advantage of holding any 
meeting at all; we are not allowed to hold any trade union meeting. 
If we try to hold any meeting, and if we ask for permission, we are not 
given that permission. The other day. 1 sought 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, you are going beyond the scope of 
the adjournment motion. What you did the other day, let it be left 
for discussion on another day. (Laughter.) 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Alright, Sir 1 will 

confine myself to the adjournment motion. 

We have been accustomed to all these things. Now, the peasants 
of villages got an opportunity when they could discuss about these 
things. But by virtue of that order, they have been deprived of that 
very privilege. Now, the question is what can we do; what is possible 
for us to do under the circumstances ? The only thing that we can do 
under the circumstances, the only thing that is left to us, is, I believe, 
to break the order and to court arrest so that as a result of 
such action, it may be possible for villagers to know r such things; 
otherwise I see no other way. With these few words, Sir, 1 conclude 
my speech. 

(The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, the 
promulgation by our Government of the order under discussion is only 
one of the not very few instances of out-heroding Herod. Sir, 
in the five other provinces which were governed by the Congress 
Ministries, and which, to the satisfaction of the Britishers and the 
followers of the Britishers, have reverted to the khas mahal of British 
Imperialism, while they have not ventured in all decency to go 
to the length* of issuing an order, it was left only to our popular 
Government to do. The irresponsible Governments in the erstwhile 
Congress provinces have not taken a similar step or even a step 
approaching to this, and may I ask in all seriousness the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister why was it that this Province was singled out for 
the promulgation of an order, which will go down to posterity as one 
of the blacklegs of the administration. Sir, it, is amusing to 
find that although Sri Subhas Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajananda 
have be^ft ,t° ur ing round the whole of India rallying considerable 
enthusiasm around the banner which they are holding, although, Sir, 
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the political movements which they have been piloting have entered 
into the hearth and homes of even the remotest villages in the country, 
it is amusing, Sir, as I have said, that such an order was not even 
contemplated by any other Government, responsible or irresponsible, 
and may I ask the Hon’ble Minister in charge as to why 

it was extraordinarily necessary for Bengal alone to issue an extra- 
ordinary Gazette containing an extraordinary order of this 
description. Swami Shahajananda could not be graced by 
mention in a similar order even in his own province of 

Bihar but he has entered into the honours list of Bengal. I say these 
are things which eminently call for some explanation and I hope 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge will give that explanation. Sir, the 
Gazette notification is extremely silent as to the necessity for the 
promulgation of an order like this. It simply recounts certain names 

and certain organizations and it gives a fatwa that the Press will not 

have to circulate meetings or anything done pursuant to the programme 
of these leaders and their movements. The reasons are not there. 
May I expect the Hon’ble Minister in charge also to furnish 
us with the reasons? Of course, Sir, he will have the advantage of 
having the last say in the matter, but still we can anticipate the 
reasons. They are two. One is trying to create a sort of division 
in our ranks, and the second reason is to try to stifle public opinion 
which is so strongly gathered round these two hallowed figures ‘of 
Indian politics. So far as the first is concerned, it lias lieen made 
sufficiently clear by our esteemed Deputy Leader that in this attempt 
Government will miserably fail. In the past, Sir, we have had 
differences amongst us. We are not ashamed of them. A growing 
political organization is bound to embrace in its fold various shades 
of opinion, which sometimes will amount to a conflict and a clash, 
and it is only natural course of things that a living organization 
lives from more to more, grows from more to more as a result of 
conflict of ideology, clash of ideas and struggle of philosophy in 
political fields. But as the past has shown, as the present is going to 
show, and as the future is certain to show, the Government will find 
whenever there is a crisis, whenever there is a question of 
prestige, the different wings of the Congress, no matter left or right, 
all the elements of the Congress will march shoulder to shoulder on 
to the Valley of Death if necessary, but they will certainly go like the 
heroic chargers, which has been described in the ancient literature. 

Sir, it is said that uo newspaper publications will contain a report 
of the activities of the National Week of the suspended Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee and of any organization connected 
with Sri Subhas Chandra Bose and Swami Sahajanamla. Sir, what 
are the reasons? What are these figures’ standing for? Sri Subhas 
ChandiV Bose is not a new figure in Indian politics. As a green 
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young man he left the rank of the Civil Service and entered into the 
political field to the admiration of millions of his countrymen, and 
in the course of the years that he has done political work, his position 
has • enhanced, his prestige has increased manifold and to-day he 
stands out not merely as a political leader of the past and the present, 
but as a Leader who is supposed to be the harbinger of a new world 
for India and Indians. (“Hear, hear” from t lie Congress Benches.) 
Sir, even the Britishers know, and far more ought to be known by 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department as Sri Subhas 
is his conutryman, he is not merely a countryman of those persons 
who happen to be his followers including my humble self as one among 
them. May I ask Sir Nazimuddin with his hand upon his 
conscience if there is any, does he not think that the Bench he is 
occupying to-day is a bench which has been introduced not by the 
sleeping ideologies of lethargic politics, but by the factors of virile 
politics of which Sri Subhas has been a pioneer and vanguard for the 
last two decades. Does he not think that the youthful population of 
India with the numerous kisans and the labour population 
think that the future of India is looking forward to Sri Kubhash Bose 
as a harbinger of a new atmosphere in the country ? What is his 
fault, Sir? He is giving the ideals which have got to stand, which 
have got to be accepted if possible, but if they are not accepted to-day 
that section which is not accepting them to-day will be bound to accept 
those ideals to-morrow or the day after. All the same, Sir, it 
is up to the expectations of all right thinking politicians, all politically 
minded people that Sri Subhas Chandra Bose’s sayings must be 
sufficiently published throughout the length and breadth of the country 
so that the growing political population may have food for thought, 
may have food for reflection, may have cause for concerted action. 
Does he think that by putting a ban upon the newspapers and the 
Press in the matter of Sri Subhas and Swain i Shuhajamtnda, they 
will be able to obliterate Sri Subhas Bose and Swami Shuhajananda 
from the political field of India? Well, I warn them against such 
a hallucination. It is easier to wipe out India from the map of the 
world than to wipe out Sri Subhas Bose and Swami Shahajananda 
from the minds of the growing political population. They are house- 
hold words ‘not merely in Bengal, not merely throughout the length 
and breadth of this continent of India, Sri Subhas is the rising 
sun in India so far as the international world is concerned. Just as 
you* have got to think of Chamberlain and Hitler in the right or in 
the wrong, so you have got to think in terms of future only through 
the glasses that have been offered to you by Sri Subhas and bis followers. 
Galilio was imprisoned and all scientists and discoverers have 
been put to trouble, but the imprisonment of Galilio did not make the 
earth Ao cease from moving round the sun. You can gag Sri Subhas, 
but the atmosphere raised by Sri Subhas is bound to leverberate 
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throughout the country and the effect of the gagging would be ten- 
fold worse. I recall to Sir Nazimuddin the Bureaucratic regime 
of 1930. You remember, Sir, that at that time newspaper publications 
were banned for some time. Do you know, Sir, what was* the 
result? I am sure 1 you know that since correct information was not 
available to the public all sorts of mysterious reports began to flood 
throughout the length and breadth of the country, and the result was 
that the movement which in the ordinary course would have 
run ordinary lengths of its activity, was redoubled and was increased 
manifold. So, there is the other side of the thing. If on account 
of the wrong and misleading reports circulated throughout the 
province anything untoward happens, the responsibility is not Sri 
Subhas's, the responsibility is not of the suspended Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee, the responsibility would not be of the National 
Week but the responsibility will lie at the door of the irresponsible 
Ministry who had the cowardice and hardihood to try to suppress 
legitimate activities of t lie accredited leaders of the society. Sir, the 
issue is straight. Is Su'bhas a menace? Is Shahajananda a 
menace? If they are, the Government ought to come out to meet 
their political opponents and play the political game, but it is, Sir, 
absolutely cowardly to try to stab them from the back. I therefore 
appeal to the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to look at it from the consti- 
tutional point of view, and not merely from the political poiqt 
of view. Government is in charge of the administration of law and 
order. But if there is anything going to break law and order, I say 
with all t lie emphasis I can command that the responsibility will be 
on Sir Nazimuddin and his Government. This Extraordinary Gazette 
•will go down to posterity as a black spot in the administration 
of this Province of which even the descendants of the members of 
the Coalition Party will not be proud. 1 appeal to my friends, the 
members of the Coalition Par<\. — I have said in the past and I say it 
again to-day — you are the masters of the Government and it is for 
you to guide the Government along proper channels, and it is for you 
to see that this Government comes to an end and a l>etter and 
more responsible Government steps in its place. What is the purpose 
of this Extraordinary Gazette? The National Week, the programme 
of which was advertised Iby Sri Su'bhas Chandra Bose, included among 
other things the war aims and the question of independence. 
The question of independence is more real to-day. The Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister has accused nationalist papers of lveing indifferent 
towards Government activities and not publishing in proper columns 
reports of Government actions. May I repeat this charge. Sir, to 
the Hon’ble Home Minister himself in the absence of the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister and ask: Are you not guilty of the same offence? 
You have not the courage to stifle the movement, because you, know 
that by frying to do so you will only increase the volume and 
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magnitude of the movement. So you are trying to sidetrack the 
issue by simply trying to stab behind the back. The question of 
Independence is a question which is being discussed and ought to be 
disoussed from every platform, and if Sri Subhas, Chandra Bose, the 
accredited leader of to-day and certainly the leader of future genera- 
tions, if he has got anything to say — people might differ from him — 
people might not accept bis ideologies — but people must respect his 
motives and every section of the political world must have an 
opportunity of understanding what be has got to say. Nationalist 
papers are being gagged. But is it fair and is it placing the game? 

Coming to the question of war aims, (Government are trying to 
stop discussion about Sri Subhas Chandra Bo.se and his followers, 
but in spite of all precautions even to-day’s papers extraordinary have 
given information which you cannot resist. Unless you allow political 
leaders to organise the masses as to the scientific attitude to 
be taken in respect of war aims, the masses will be clearly misled. 
News of various war fronts are coming, and (Government is guilty 
of suppressing the political opinions of leaders and their attitude 
towards the war. What is the inevitable conclusion that will be 
drawn by the rank and file of the masses? They will only try to 
interpret by this that the war aims are not Iveing discussed, because 
British Imperialism in the war front is on its last breath, and this 
will create an atmosphere which is neither wholesome to the Britishers 
nor to the present Government 

Therefore, Sir, I repeat my warning that this sort of ban will not 
do.* Government must play a fair game. Just as you have heard in 
the mythology that in the territory of Hiruntu Kasipu the name of 
“Hari" was banned, but t he* result was that after some lapse of time 
the entire area became Ilari-ridden, so if to-day Subhas and Shnha- 
jpnanda are an anathema and a sacrilege to the Government of the 
day, in course of time and as a direct result of this gagging the entire 
province, nay the whole of India, will be full of the names of Subbas 
and Shahajananda. (Loud cheers from the Congress lynches.) 
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RTTOTC? C? yF?C*? *TOF? ®TTTO ?TC? I to? C?C*T? RT?l?i5T TO?? TOT? TO a?T 
?s"?r? wfcv^c? TOT TOT W( TOST? TO^C?? ?C?T f?C5? to^TTa ?lt l ?f? 

a?: 5 wtt f?c? wfc?'*5 tot cto? toto toto^t ^Ttc?? r?? ?f?c? to? to c? ^t?t 
w$ cro?cm at?^T to? cro? ^rr?r ?« < ?rc? ?r to to?t? ot cto?ci?i 

®t??ICTO TO TO?r TO® WOT? 5T^ CTO?CR I a^TO ®0t? t<ia x < C? 5TTO to 
f?C? f?C?TO CTO? a^ prohibitory order ?TC^ ^T C?®?T ?? TO <i<^l ?W c fC? J $' 
TOC? I 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, taking even a most 
dispassionate view of the whole affair I do not think I can have a word 
of approbation for the Hon ’hie the Home Minister for his action in 
gagging the press in the matter of publication of proceedings of 
meetings held by Sri jut Suhhas Chandra Bose, the leader of the For- 
ward Bloc. Sir, there is a movement in the country for the freedom 
of the land and this movement is going on far and wide into the 
country and every lover of the country is in this movement. We say 
that our country should not he under the perpetual domination of the 
foreigners but that it should be liberated as soon as possible- Sir, 
there are numerous leaders in this country and we must know who is 
the true leader, &nd we must choose that leader. Though there are 
numerous leaders in the country propagating their ideas far and wide 
we mus( select the one whom we are to follow and discard the leader 
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•who is not suitable. So Government ought to give more facilities to 
all the leaders to propagate their ideas so that the people might after 
Hearing them choose their own course. Now, Sir, we have a right to 
ask those persons who pose as our leaders to place all their cards on 
the table so that we can judge them and having heard and known 
what their ideas are and where they want to lead us we shall be in a 
position to choose our path. So until and unless we know what are 
the activities, what are the doings and what is the idealism of a parti- 
cular leader we cannot possibly shape our course. In the country, 
Sir, there are also numerous organisations just as there are numerous 
leaders propagating their ideals. There are numerous organisations 
in the country out to propagate their own views. So 1 do not know 
why the Forward Bloc alone should be selected as the one organisa- 
tion that should not be allowed to propagate its own views while all 
other parties should be allowed to go on merrily discussing their own 
view points before the country. The Congress organisation under 
Mahatma Gandhi is not banned ; the organisation of Mr. Manabendra 
Nath Roy is not banned ; even the organisation of Swami Suhajananda 
is not banned. The Muslim League under Mr. Jinnah is not banned, 
but only the organisation of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bow* is banned. 
Now, Mr. Jinnah claims that he will be our liberator; Mahatma 
Gandhi also says so, that he will lead us to our goal and Mr. Subhas 
’Chandra Bose equally wants us to believe that he will be in a position 
to lead us to our goal, and that he will be able to win freedom for 
our country, and that too in a non-violent way. So why should we 
not know his viewpoint ? Why should Government stand in the way 
of our knowing his viewpoint? Let us have his cards placed on the 
table and when we are able to judge him that he is a fit man to follow 
we must follow him and if we find, after he has placed his cards on 
# the table, that he is not the man who should be followed we will 
discard him. Any way, it is necessary that Government should give 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose more facilities to propagate his own views, 
so that an opportunity might be given to the people who are eager to 
hear him. So, I submit that the Home Minister will do well to revise 
his own order of banning the proceedings of the meetings of 
Mr. Subhas. Chandra Bose, and if necessary to give him facilities for 
propagating his ideas, as well as an opportunity to us to make up our 
own minds whether he is a suitable leader to follow. With these few 
woyds I beg to subscribe to the views expressed by the mover of the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. BAR AT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, if I rise to speak 
on this adjournment motion it is not because I 'feel that I can say 
anything which will add to the force or to the beauty of the speech 
which has been delivered by my honourable and learned friend, Srijut 
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San tosh Kumar Basu. If I rise to speak it is because I feel that it is 
my duty as the Leader of the Opposition to enter a protest — a> most 
emphatic protest — against this encroachment upon the fundamental 
rights of the people — this attempted suppression of the civil liberties 
of the people; and I desire to address to the House a few homely 
words in order to make the House realise that this encroachment, how- 
ever innocent it might look on the surface, has a far-reaching effect 
and, if pushed to its logical conclusion, will mean the utter denial of 
the rights and liberties of the subject. 


Now, Sir, if I may draw the attention of the House to the first 
clause of the order of the Government, it is in these terms — 


“Any document containing a reference by way of statement, 
advertisement, notice, news, comment or otherwise, to the 
whole or any part of any programme for the so-called National 
Week, 1940.” 


This is what is sought to be suppressed — it has been described as the 
“so-called” National Week, 1940. It has been described in the words 
that follow, namely, — 

“The programme issued hy or on behalf of the suspended Bengal^ 
Provincial Congress Committee, or any body affiliated thereto 
or connected therewith or Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Swami Salmjananda or either of them.” 

I will not quote the remaining words. May I ask t he Hon ’hie the 
Home Minister to state to this House what is the difference between 
the two programmes for the celebration of the National Week, 1940 — 
1 mean the programme of the official Congress and the programme of' 
what he has described as the “suspended” Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee ? Hoes he find any difference in the programmes of the two 
bodies? If lie does, it is up to him to state to the House what the 
difference is and io satisfy the House that the programme of the latter 
body is contrary to law. If it is contrary to law, may I ask him to 
stute to this House why he has not gone the length of banning public 
meetings convened by the so-called suspended Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee? Is the programme legal? If it is legal — and 
I should assume it is, because the Government have not issued any 
orders for the suppression of any meetings convened by that body — 
if it is legal, what on earth is the justification for the suppression of 
news regarding meetings, assemblies, prooessions or other steps that 
may be taken by that body? If it is illegal, then what on earth is 
the reason for not banning the meetings, precessions and assemblies 
convened that body? The Government are on the horns of a 
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dilemma. Either I am right in saying that the programme is legal in 
which ‘cpse the Government that seek to suppress news of the activities 
of *th«t body are not tit to sit on the Treasury Benches; or if it is 
illegfl, it is up to Government to explain as to why they have not had 
the courage to enforce the law. 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble the Home Minister — I believe he is the 4 
person primarily responsible for this order though the Governor’s 
name has been lent to it — has described it as the so-called National 
Week, 1940. I do not understand what lie means by the words “so- 
called”. If it is celebration by t lie official Congress, it is celebration 
of the National Week, 1940. If it is celebration by a large section of 
that Congress known as the Forward Bloc, it is nevertheless celebra- 
tion of the National Week, 1940. But, if there is any difference in 
the programmes, a difference which the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
can point out to the House as bordering on illegality, then I would ask 
him to take courage in both hands and to ban the meetings, proces- 
sions and assemblies convened by the latter body. If he has not the 
courage to do so, I shall conclude, and I shall ask the House to con- 
clude and I shall ask the wider public outside the House to conclude, 
that there is no legal or moral justification for the promulgation of an 
order of this nature. Sir, what is the effect of this order ? Meetings, 
processions and assemblies convened or organised by Mr. Subhas 
Cllaudra Bose or Swami Sahajananda, are not banned. The thirty- 
thousand, forty-thousand, fifty-thousand or sixty-thousand people who 
attend these meetings everyday are allowed to listen to their speeches 
and *to their invocations and appeals. The message of these leaders 
is wafted across the winds and waters that divide parts of the province 
from others. But according to the Hon’ble Home Minister, who, I 
take it, is responsible for the order, what is good for Calcutta is not 
gqod for the rest of the province. He has implied that it is good for 
Calcutta and its citizens, for thousands and thousands of people who 
attend these meetings, to listen to the speeches and the appeals of 
these leaders, but in the same breath he says that it is not good for 
the people of the province to listen to the reports of these speeches 
or to read the reports of these speeches in newspapers and other docu- 
ments. Again, may 1 ask him what is the justification for that? How 
does he differentiate between what is good for Calcutta nml what is 
good for the rest of the province? Sir, speaking of places outside 
Calcutta and inside this province, the speeches of the local leaders, 
the meetings convened by the local leaders, the processions organised 
by the local leaders, the assemblies meeting at the request of the local 
leaders, none of them are banned. But when it comes to, reading 
reports of these meetings and assemblies in Calcutta/ according to the 
Hotoe Minister, that is either sacrilege or blasphemy. What reason, 

I ask him again, is there^for this differentiation? 
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Now, Sir, I com© to the second clause which is the last clause of 
this order. Any document containing a reference by way of comment 
to ibis order is also banned. I would ask members of this House* to 
consider the implication of that clause. What is the implication? 
Will honourable members ponder for a moment? The implication is 
this. Pushed to its logical conclusion — I do not credit the Govern- 
ment with courage to push it to its logical conclusion — pushed to its 
logical conclusion, it means that a report of the proceedings of this 
House which may appear in the public papers, which ought to appear 
in the papers to-morrow, is banned because prima facie it is a document 
containing a reference by way of comment to this order. Comment 
made ip this House when it appears in the papers to-morrow means 
repetition of that comment in the public press, and the implication of 
clause (2) is that even the proceedings of this legislature are banned. 
I would ask him again what is the justification for the promulgation 
of an order of this nature banning the report of the proceedings of the 
legislature ? 

In this connection, may I remind the House that even in the stir- 
ring times in -which we are living, more stirring 0,000 miles away 
than it is here, the press 0,000 miles aWay has not been gagged? 
News coming from a distance of 0,000 miles are still appearing in the 
public press of India; and yet the Home Minister in bis wisdom thinks 
it necessary to ban reports of meetings, processions and assemblies in 
the city of Calcutta and’ in the province. Sir, I should have thought 
some cogent reason would have been put forward by the Government 
in the press communique in justification of this order, in justification 
of an order which 1 may descrilx*, 1 think, as an instance of panic on 
the part of Government, lbit, in this connection, I would tell the 
Hon'hle Home Minister and his colleagues that this panic on the 
part of the Government is not going to be followed by panic on the part 
of the people; and if they think that the effect of the order will be 
that the celebration of the National Week will be stopped, they are 
very much mistaken. This order is no doubt very flattering to 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and Swami Shahajnnanda and their 
followers, among whom 1 have the honour to count myself as one — it 
is no doubt flattering to their followers to find’ that they have been 
singled out for this mark of favour from the Government. But it is 
not a case of one individual here or one individual in an adjoining 
Province — it is a question of the rights of the people, the liberties of 
the people; and in the name of those rights and liberties, I on behalf 
of the Opposition do enter again my most emphatic protest, I would 
eay, Sify that if the Government persevere in following this mistaken 
policy — a policy which would not find favour in any of the countries 
which are really in a state of war — if the Government persevere in 
following this mistaken and, may I add, Joolish policy, they will soon 




I <&*•*» that they might hwtfwaed during, th* Iasi 

^ oflloa, that tittle credit will vanish not only in the epria 

people of Bengal, but in the eyes of the civilised world* 

-I would say that the responsibility for adrising.lisa Governor 
this order is entirely on the Hon’ble Home Minister 
and has colleagues. I would say that it is tbe«heighi of irresponsibility 
on the part o£ the Ministry to advise a constitutional Governor to pro- 
nmlgate an order of this nature. I am not so rauclj concerned with 
the personal feelings pr Jhe personal position of the «poverridi* In fhia 
Bouse. What I am mainly concerned with is that the Gotferiiof 
should have beep advised in a manner which;* pushed to ita^ logical 
conclusion, would mean the deprivation of the rights and^ liberties of 
subjects. * t * 5 •• • . .* 

Sir, the h so-catied National Wft&l Stnd the reports ot the l ‘so- 
called i Rational iAy be banned. But I may tell the Hon’ble 

Home Minister before I conclude that the National Week which has been 
celebrated ever since the ftt&ssacre at Jallianwallaltogh with almost 
religious fervour, will continue to be celebrated in '‘spite of the" orders 
of the Gov^Htm^nt et Jtenjpnl with equal if not more religious" fervour 
as time rolls on. (Cheers from 4he Congress Benches.) And whan 
India attains her independence, it will be celebrated with even greater 
religious fervour, the Government of Bengal notwithstanding. 


The Hon’We Khwa|#*ir MAZIMUDDIN: Sir, os you are aware, 
tWcte are differences of opinion when an order of Government is passed. 
But' so far as this order is concerned, if, for the time being, we leave 
out of consideration all that have been said to-day, the general 
impression in the country is unanimously in .favour and in support of 
the order that has breathe subject-matter of to-night’s discussion. 
(Cries Of “question” “question” from Opposition Benches and counter- 
cries of “bear” “hear” from Coalition Benches.) It is strange but it 
is true that most of the people, belonging to practically all parties and 
all ahades of opinion with whom I have discussed this matter hove 
admitted to me 


CHANDRA BOtE: Who are they? 


HfPrtN? Kuna Mr naiimuddin: 

the names of persons 
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Mr. CARAT DHAflDRA fMEl Ton have not the ooorjg*. 

' , ThaWMt Khwaja Mr MAZtMUDDIN: Put tram persons mta. 
whom we fcavefcai priy t# a o n r atsati o n* ---— - > : 

M 




Tftt Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable number 
en And it out from the general public. The general opinion is that 11 
la^-to quote the word usually used in Bengal— a Fa«,*T* order— 


Mr* IARAT CHANDRA BOSE* Sir, am I not entitled to reply P 
Will the Hon’ble Minister take a referendum ^>n this question when he 
apeak* in the name of ihe public ? 


Thi Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, a referendum hah 
already been taken because so fuj^as.the official Congress is concerned, 
it has announced its views and so far as tlue -public ag*c^ concerned, they 
h$ve made their choice between the official Congress and the stfopended 
Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, 

Sir,T>efore I deal with this question , I would like to make one point 
clear and the dilemma in which Mr. Sarat Chaatlp, Bose*lound himself 
Will be solved when I read out to the^ House the two programmes — one 
of the official Congress and the other issued by Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Swami Shahajananda. 

The programme of Bubjecta issued iby Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Swami Shahajananda for the National Week meetings is as follows: 

6th April — Demand for Independence, burning of effigy of bom- 
promise. 

7tk Apnl — Kisan and Mazdoor demands and the need for 
independency. 

(Mr, Sarat Chandra Bosk : Is it illegal?) 

8th April — War policy of the British Government and the need for 
independence. 

(Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose: Is it illegal?) 

9th A pnl-— Suppression of civil liberty, demand for release of 
political prisoners and the need for independence. 

10th April — Youth and students’ demands and jhe aoed for 
' independence. 

11 tH ^pn^rrStatee people’s demands and the heed for independence. 

12th 4 pri/— ‘-Implementing the Haripura Resolution 

13th April — Homage to Nation’s Heroes and Martyr*. 

Thi* is the programme of one side 

# 

Mr. IARAT CHANDRA BOtfr .Which item ia illegal? 
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.Bpr. SPEAKER: Mi. Bos*. I mb wnry J do sot dunk y«m are 
sa^isd to interject so often. Will yon kindly do it at the time when 

- Mr. BARAT CHANDRA BOSE: It is no use interjecting when the 
speech is over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I will have the painful duty of deoiding 
that you cannot interject. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Very, well, you may decide as 
you like. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUPDIK: I will now read out the 
Bengal Congress Election Committee’s circular: — 

(1) Organising “Probhat Pheries”. 

(2) . Hawking Khadi and other products of village handicrafts. 

(3) Organising spinning demonstrations. 

(4) Holding group meetings with representatives of different com- 

munities to bring obout communal amity. 

• 

(5) Holding group meetings with representatives of depressed 

classes to remove untouchabiliiy. 

(6) Holding group meetings with the Primary Congress members 

of the locality to impress upon them the conditions neces- 
sary for the national struggle. 

(7) Holding public meetings tp popularise the constructive pro- 

• gramme of the Congress. 

(8) Collection of funds for the Congress. 

(9) Enlistment of volunteers. 

Now, Sir, I have read out the two programmes : comments ere 
unnecessary. .But I would like to know whether Government would 
have been justified to ban the programme of the National Week 
celebration as announced by the Bengal Congress Election Committee’s 
circular. There is nothing in the programme which can be termed as 
prejudicial action or prejudicial speech or anything thkt pemes "under 
the Defence of India Act. The other programme requires no comment. 
It is obvious that there are materials in it that do oqme within the 
mischief of the Defence of India Act. Therefore 4 he re is absolute 
justification for the differentiation that has been made by Government 
» Mto tofl wyaniaatiom , 
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ifl^tl^ihe HonHble Minister has finished readfk# hie itemn/be m&t 
him which item in the programme of Mr. Snbhaa Chandra fioW>'hl 
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Ifr NAZIMUDDIN: The question whethei 
they are legal or illegal will depend, when Government takes action] 
00 their prejudicial action or prejudicial speeches. The question car 
be decided then. But in the view of Government this is a programme 
which they do not think it advisable should receive publicity. 

JtoW, Sir, there is one other point whiqb the House must bear in 
mind. It is not alone the celebration of the National Week, it is nol 
alone the act of going through the programme as announced, but th« 
members must take into consideration the speeches made bj 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose from time to time, the resolution that wai 
passed at Jtomgarh and his announced policy. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why not prosecute him? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Shamsuddin wil 
understand better than any other gentleman that Government knov 
how to deal with matters that relate to administration, and they wil 
employ the method which they consider best as to how to deal with thi 
situation. If we have stopped publicity it does not mean that Govern 
ment will not take action if they think that there had been prejudicia 
action and prejudicial speech. 

Now, Sir, as to when action would be taken against those who an 
going against the Government, discretion must be left to the Govern 
ment. As «K)n as opportunity arises and if they think there is neoessit; 
for it, Government will not hesitate to take action. 

Before I deal with other speakers there is one other point to whicl 
I would like to refer from the speech of the Leader of the Opposition 
The Leader of the Opposition ha9 waxed eloquent over defending th 
rights and liberties of the press. It certainly sounds strange an 
hollow, because if we remember aright it was he and his supporters — 
do not mean his supporters in this House— who have more than one 
gone’ in for boycott of the press. How can he of all people come forwar 
and say .that I am curtailing the liberty of the press. Sir, people wh 
dismiss editors because they have expressed their honest ocnvictio&i 
people who advocate boycott of press because it advocates a policy whici 
Is not approved df by them, surely they are the last persons who ca 
accuse Government if they take action against newspapers *or refill 
giving ^publicity in the newspapers. Sir, after all if we coma to thin! 
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wxint has QoVvnunent don®? Already there is a number of 
Indian pai^ere which have decided not to giva nndne pubHbity 
Subhes Chandra Bose. 

Hr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, may I ask for the 

names of these papers? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sure the Hon'ble 

the Leader of the Opposition knows it very well. As a matter of fact, 
he knows it better than myself. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, I am trying to find out the 
connection between the Ilon’ble Minister and those papers. 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is for the Home 

Minister to get all the information whether it belongs to this party or 
the other party. 

Sir, the Government have gone one step further, and for the time 
being they have thought it advisable not to give publicity to the 
activities and the views of Mr. Subhas Chandra Dose. 

, Sir, I do not want to say more to expose the Opposition any further, 
specially, Sir, we appreciated very much the sumptuous dinner that was 
given to us yesterday and in view of that and as to-day is the hist day 
of the session, we want to go away without any feeling, Sir, and I feel 
that now I should stop. Hut I want to assure the House about one 
thing and that is that this order has been passed in the best interests of 
the province and I am sure there are many who realise that they do not 
want situations created which will be unpleasant and tfhieh will lead to 
serious difficulties and the idea of the Government for taking this step 
is to avoid those situations and to see that peace, law and order is 
maintained in this province and at the same time people have their right 
to do as they like. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U I May I just remind Sir Nasimuddin 
of one matter as regards the publication of the report of these proceed- 
ings in the press? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly are concerned, I would like # te v draw the 
attention of the honourable member that the newspaper reports are not 
privileged and the interpretation of the Law I cannot .give. But with- 
out creating any precedent, on this occasion as faf as Government k 
concerned, they do not propose to take any action against any paper if 
it prints inly the debate without any comment whatsoever. ^ 
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The motion of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu that the House do now 
adjourn, ms then put and a division taken with the following result 
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AM at iakkar Palwaa, Mr. Mi. 

AM* W«M# f MmM. 

AM Htfiw tarter, MmM. 

AM rad, Mr. Mi. 

■Mtrft Mr. P. 

Naatfjl, Mr. Balya Prtya. 

Baatfjat, Mr. Ilkaatk. 

•aatrjta, Sr. Iimh Okaaira. 
tarwa. Safe* Prtaiterl. 

•araia, Mr. FaayajK. 

Banaaa, Ida ikyiaa Praaai. 
Sarmaa, Saks tlyaaira N«*fc. 

Rata, Mr. taataik Kaaiar. 

•tea ail k, Dr. Safetaia Okaaira. 
BhvM) Baka Laktkmi Narayaa. 
Iliwat, Mr. taraaira Natk. 

Mm, Mr. larat Okaaira. 

•kakrakarty, Mr. Jattaira Natk. 
Skakrakarty, Saka Naraaira Narayaa. 
Okattayaiyay, Mr. Narlyaia. 
•kaaihari, Nal Naraaira Natk. 

Das, Saka Faikaaatk. 

Das, Mr. Maaatakaa. 

Das Oayta, Bill Kkagaaira Natk. 
Das Bayta, Irllat Naraaira Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Dklraaira Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaira Natk. 

Datta, Mr. lakaaiar. 

Datta Bayta, Miss Mira. 

Datta Masaaiiar, Mr. Nikaraaia. 
Kaiiaiai Nikas, Nasi. 

•aagaly, Mr. Fratal Okaaira. 

•kata, Mr. AM Kriskaa. 

•Maaaiiia Akawi, Mr. 

Bayta, Mr.itfask Okaaira. 

Bayta, Mr.i.N. 

Nana AN Qkawikary, Mr. ftyai. 


iaaak AN MaJaaNlar, Maatvi. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dakaaira UN. 

Kaaiar, Mr. AM Ok aaira . 

Kaaia, Mr. Niskttka Natk. 

Maw, Mr. Nikaaja Bakarl. 

Mg iMgsai— Huk^ 
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Mali, Mr. Aiwalta Kaaiar. 

MaJaaMar, Mrs. Naaiayrtva. 

Hal, Mr. Iswar Okaaira. 

Maaial, Mr. Aairtta Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. Nc**ira Natk. 

Maaial, Mr. Kriskaa Frasai. 
Maairaxaaaiaa Islaaiakaii, Maaiaaa Mi. 
Makksrji, Mr. Dklrsaira Narayaa. 
Makksrjss, Mr. B. 

Makksrji, Dr. Ikarat Okaaira. 

MaNisk, trljat Askatask. 

Nasksr, Mr. Ns« Okaaira. 

Naasksr Ali, Mr. lyti. 

Pais, Mr. Baraia Prasaaaa. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tarialcteraa. 

Kay, Mr. Okara Okaaira. 

Ray, Mr. Kaaialkrlskaa. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laater. 

Ray, Mr. Kiskari Pati. 

Ray, Mr. Mamaatka Nath, 
laayal, Mr. tasanka fittest. 

Isa, Mr. Atal Okaaira. 

Isa, Rai Bafcaiur itftth Okaaira. 
•haaisaiiia Akatti, Mr. M. 

Ilagka, taka Kskatra Natk. 

Ilaka, Crijat Maaiaira Bkasaa. 

(tar, Mr. Nartaira Kuaiar. 

Tkakar, Mr. Praaiatka Ranjaa. 

Waliar Rakaiaa, Maalvi. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 
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Ahial Mats, Mr. Mina. 

Akial Nais, Mr. Mia. 

AMd Naklm, Maatvi. 

Akial NaaMi, Mr. A. M. 

Akial iakkar, Maalvi. 

Akial Kaisr, Mr. (aHas Lai Mtak). 
Akial LatH Biswas, Maalvi. 

Akial Majli, Mr. lysi. 

Akial Wakak Kkaa, Mr. 

AkiaHa-al Makaiaai, Mr. 
AM«r«ak»aa, Kkaa Bakaiar A. f. M. 
AMar Rakaiaa tlMIU, Mr. 

AMar Rasksai, Maalvi Ml. 

Akiar Rad, Kkaa laJrik Maatvi I. 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa DakMar |tek. 

Akiar Rasaak, Maalvi. 

AhiaatMMM Maalvi, Mi. 

Akat ttaaMiL MaatvL 
MSVMIMpSMWt 


»IU» AU, Mr. 

Akatsi Ali Eaaystyari Kkaa, Bakaiar Maa 
Akaisi AH Mrtika, Maalvi. 

Afcaiti Nasala, Mr. 

Altai aiiia Akatti, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 
Amis tilth, Kkaa takik Maalvi. 

Aawarai Ail*, Kkaa Bakaiar Mi. 
AskrafaU, Mr. H. 

Altai Natsaia Kkaa, Maatvi. 

Alter AM, Maatvi. 

•airaiiaja, Mr. tyai. 

Karat Ali, Mr. Mi. 

O k lyyt a ialt, Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Mr. Aaafcal Okaaira. 

Daa, Ral taMk KJrN Dkaaaa. 

Parkai R«a tkawikary, Mr. M. 

Parkat late Kkaaam. Ntfawi. 

Pa** QaaMr. Kkaa IMuiW *M*t« 



iOAiiao xv xaa v n a xftt 




MwlH, X. ink IfW. 
•H*bf X.R. 


Mt—Hl, Mr. K. A. 


■mii AM Kbaa Kbaa SabaXr MaaM. 
imam ■wt>i, art. a.B.c. 


. ™ 

vakMNMi ami nw iai ihm tya* 
a a xm a m imm, m»i , 
jiHiia IMHU, KM* RaXtf ar Or. lyii. 
atH n aa x iaaau. mx t«*» aaatti. 

MaHitfc, Mr. MM Babary. 

MwMtMl MaaaaM, tx Num Hawaii Kku 
Bafealir. 

IWIi|IV9W VVV^v9| Xv ■ IJ9V< 

Raetfy, Um Naa*IM Malara|a I ritrttMra , at 
*1 Paa tla Ma aar . 

Rasaraftab, Nawaltaia K. 

HatHaaMta, tX Naalto Kkvaji Str, K.R4.V. 


Mrft AbmM, Mia, Maatvi. 


I Rim, irtliKi Kivu X tyml. 
Mfwf ar. X. Q. t. 

MaRmtfiM AbmX, X. 
aalaaMM AlaH. aaalvl. 

i Obaatfbary, Maalvi. 

I r. L. T. 

, aaXraJfcaaur (May Ohaatf. 

i A bawd, Kbaa tabular Maalvi. 


Maartt, X. X«at MaMn. 
MaakaXM AkXX. Maatvi. 


ir, X. 0. 



AU, Kbaa Babaiar. 
X. m. 

Haa. aaalvi Mi. 


Baikal, tx Naa'Ma X. Praaaaaa M. 
Ray, X. Dbaaaajty, 

Ray, X. Patiram. 
labaX Altai, X. tyai. 


Salim, X. I. A. 
taaaadab, Al-NaJ Maaiaaa X. 
lark ar, RaX aaihaaalaa. 

Itrajal Maia, X. 

IX b a ba X M , X. Kkvaja, 0J.(. 
IbamaNia AkaM KXaikar, ar. 

II riar, RaX LHta Baaia. 

Smith, X. N. Rrabaat. 
fabrawariy, tx Haa’Ma X. N. I. 
Stark, X. A. f. 

TamitaXM Kbaa, tX Naalrtt Mr. 
Taftl Abawi IXaibtry, Maalvi Haji. 
Wariawartb, X. W. 6. 

Vaaatf Him. 

Vasal All Obaaibary, X. 


The Ayes beiug 7d and the Noes 104, the motion was lost. 


Thanks to tho Chair. 

. The Hon’ble Khxaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Just before we conclude, 
Sir, in the absence of the llon’hle the Chief Minister who is unavoidably 
absent, I express our sincere appreciation of the way in which the 
business of the House has been conducted this session, and I sincerely 
thank you, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. On the eve of prorogation of this House I must 
wish you all god-speed and health and happiness during the interval. 
I am not sure when we are going to meet again, but most probably we 
are likely to meet in the third or fourth week of July as far as the 
present arrangement stands. This session we. had to pass through very 
difficult and yet happy times. I feel that if we can work in an 
atmosphere of friendly feelings, we can get settled everything and have 
model parliamentary working as we all desire. I mpst also thank all 
sides of the House — the Coalition party, the Opposition and other groups 
— for the courtesy they have shown and the help they have most of the 
times given me. I will apt remem her ^thojRe occasions on which help has 
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not been given to me to the decree desired, because I believe $hatif 
is tbs duty pi the Speaker to see that even though at times there might 
be some hitch, it may not mar our happy parliamentary relations. 

I am not sure whether we will be able to see the Chief Government 
Whip any more in the next session. Rumours are afloat that he i§ 
going for another work. Since I may not have the opportunity of 
meeting him again in this House I it us t qjJnde to the manner in which 
he has in this session and in the previous sessions given me help and 
assistance, end I must record my appreciation of the excellent manner 
in which he has done his work. 4 


Before I conclude I must say one or two words as regards our office;’ 
and that is that members of all sides of the House will realise thai»oar< 
office has had to work under very difficult circumstances, and I appeal 
to the Hon'ble the Home Minister once again ; I hope I shall not have 
to repeat Gowper's famous lines “by expectation everyday beguiled the 
dupe of to-morrow’ ' even from the first session. I hope before the next 
session we will be able to do something by which we can compensate 
them for very long hours of work which they have to do every session. 
I feel not in this session only but there have been occasions in the past 
sessions on which everybody in our office had to work till midnight in 
accordance with my instructions and I appreciate the manner in which 
they ungrudgingly finished their work even though, I must say, it was 
too much for them. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from If is Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Assembly stands 

prorogued. 


& a. Prew— IW0-41 — 15S0A— S00. 
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26th to 30th March and 1st, 3rd, 8th and 9th April, 1940. 

[(Q.) Stands for question.] 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Staff in the office of the Administra- 
tor General and Official Trustee of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 398. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia 

Superintendent of the Royal Botanical 
Garden, Sibpur: (Q.) p. 12. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mlrza 

demands for Grants — Veterinary: 
p. 157. 

Expenditure for the office of the Con- 
servator of Forests: (Q.) p. 262. 

Water-supply schemes in the rural 
area of Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 271. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Communal ratio in the office of 
Inspector-General of Registration, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 493. 

Girls’ hostels in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 
493. 

Promotions in the office of the Adminis- 
trator General and Official Trustee, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 338. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl 

Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 
1939: p. 328. 

Death of Nurujaman, a worker of 
Dayamoyee Jay anti Sugar Mills, at 
Kishoreganj: (Q.) p. 476. 


Abdul Jabbar, Maulvl 

Establishment of an additional Ooui 
of Deputy Magistrate at Dinajpui 
(Q.) P. 229. 

Inadequacy of arrangements fa 
treatment of cattle disease in oei 
tain police-stations of Dinajpu 
district: (Q.) p. 290. 

Intelligence Branch of Police in Midni 
pore: (Q.) p. 279. 

Remission of current rent and interes 
on arrear rents in Janbaaar Ward 
Estate in Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 496. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Scheme for scaling down co-operativ 
debts of members of societies: (Q. 
p. 461. 

Tour of the Director of Public Health 
m p. 235. 

Abdul Latlf Biswas, Maulvl 

Suspension of work in Criminal Court 
at Manikganj on Fridays durin 
prayer time: (Q.) p. 264. 

Abdul Malid, Mr. Syad 

Appointment of teachers d Gun 
Training Centres: (Q.) p. 174. 

Distress of people of Sandwip am 
certain other islands due to erosioi 
caused by the Meghna: (Q.) p. 393 


Gratia 
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AM«1 Majid, Mr. tfH -icondd.) 

Remission of jents to kbas mahal 
tenants in Sandrip, Hatiya and Ram- 
gati Circles, Noakhali: (Q.) p. 73. 

Scheme for scaling down co-operative^, 
debts of members of societies: (Q.) 
p. 377. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Drainage and embankment of Satla bd 
area in Bakarganj district: (Q.) p. 
369. 

Inadequate drainage and embankment 
in the district of Bakarganj: fQ. ) 
p. 303. 

Abdul Wahsd, Maulvi 

Demands tor Grants — Co-operation : p. 
109. 

Abdutla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

0. 8. Roll in Police service: (Q.) p. 
173. 

Demands for Grants — Provincial 

Excise: p. 53. 

Promotion of Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
of police in Hajshahi Division: (Q.) 
p. 379. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. F. M. 

Agricultural improvement in Baraset 
and Basirhat subdivisions, 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 226. 

Drainage of Datbhanga bil in Basirhat 
subdivision, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 
367. 

Grants to dispensaries in Baraset and 
Basirhat subdivisions, 24-Parganas: 
(Q.) P. 466. 

Irrigation al improvements in Basirhat 
and Baraset subdivisions, 24-Par- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 462. 

Recruitment of constables from 
amongst the inhabitants of tbe 24- 
Pargana*. (Q.) p. 301. 


Abdur Rasohld Mahmood, Mr. 

Allotment and expenditure 4rom Gov- 
ernment of India’s Rural Uplift 
Grants in Pabna district: fQ.) p. 

176. 

Arrangement for prayers in Pabna 
Jail and Serajganj Sub-Jail: (Q.) 
p, 449. 

Communal ratio of dismissed Police 
Sub-In spectors: p. 300. 

Distress of people of Serajganj sub- 
division due to failure of crops: 
(Q.) P. 77. 

Encouragement from Government to- 
wards Muslim education: (Q.) p. 
492. 

Free primary education in Pabna: 
(Q. > p. 396. 

Grant-in-aid to middle English schools 
and madrassahs in Pabna: (Q.) p. 
470. 

Giants to anti-malaria societies in 
Pabna (0 ) P- 163. 

Repayment of agricultural loans in 
certain parts of Serajganj subdivi- 
sion- (Q.) p. 464. 

Silting up of the Hurasagar and cer- 
tain other rivers in Pabna: (Q.) p. 
370. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi 

. Demands tor Grants — Co-operation: p. 
105. 

Supplementary demands: p. 239. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 407, 409, 418. 
Demands for Grants — Provincial 
Excise: p. 46. 

Selection of Assistant Settlement 
Officers from Sub-Deputy and Deputy 
Collectors: (Q.) p. 391. 

Vacancies filled up by different com- 
munities in the Kbas Mabal 
Department of Bengal: (Q.) p. 368. 

Abul Hathim, Maulvi 

Managing Committee of tbe Burdwan 
Town Pihool: (Q.) p. 485. 
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Afeul Hooato Ahmed, Mr. 

* Dema&ds for Grants — Veterinary: p. 
* 147. 

Re-excavation of the Balchha river in 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 3. 

Splitting up of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Registration office at Jamal- 
pur, Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 11. 

Adjournment Motion: pp. 279-280, 400- 
406, 498-619. 


Aftab Hoeain Joardar, Maulvl 

Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention 
Bill, 1939: p. 327. 


Agricultural improvement in Baraset and 
Baslrhat subdivisions, 24-Parganas: 

(Q.) p. 226. 


Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed 

Chaukidars and dafadars under Union 
Boards, Bengal: (Q.) p. 228. 

Demands for Grants — Veterinary: p. 
156. 

Government action on resolution passed 
by Third Divisional Co-operative 
Conference in the Chittagong Divi- 
. sion: (Q.) p. 390. 

Reservation of posts of Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars for old scheme 
Final Madrassah passed Maulvis: 
<Q.) p. 26. 

Transfer of the present Divisional 
Auditor, Chittagong Division: (Q.) 
p. 378. ' * 


Ahmqd All Mridha, Maulvl 

Qualification of the Textile Superinten- 
dent and the Head Master, Govern- 
ment 8flk Weaving Institute: (Q.) 

p. 266. 

‘Supply t>f dietary materials and rations 
to Campbell Hospital <Q.) p, 1. 


Allegations against some soldiers to the 
Frontier Force Regiment stationed at 
Daooai (Q.) p. 486. 

Allotment and expenditure from Govern- 
ment of India's Rural Uplift Grants In 
Pabna district i (Q.) p. 176. 

Allotment for road and water-works in 
the rural areas of Kurlgram sub- 
division, Rangpur: (Q.) p. 452. 

Amount of stipend of students under 
training in temporary training oentreti 

(Q.) p. 443. 

Anwarul Azlm, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: p. 331, 

Application for licenoe of olnema house 
at Oinajpuri (Q.) p. 400. 

Application of the Defenoe of India Rulaa 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 74. 

Appointment 

Ot clerkH by District Judge of Bakar- 
ganj since 1st April, 1937: (Q.) p. 

369. 

Ot Committees or Commissions by 
Government since the 1st April, 
1937: (Q.) p. 77. 

Of Excise Officers from among Bengal 
Civil Service examinees: (Q.) p. 24. 
Of House Surgeons for Eden Hospital, 
Calcutta Medical College: (Q.) p. 
22 . 

Of teachers of Guru-training centres: 
(Q.) p. 174. 

Of teachers under the District School 
Board, Noakbali: (Q.) p. 222. 

Of women Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons: (Q.) p. 233. 

On the recommendation of the Public 
Service Commission: (Q.) p. 273. 

Ammg n wn t for prayers to FatoM Jail_ 
and forafgafij BatodaFj (Q.) p. 449. 
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ir 

Amato 

Made in connection with Government 
measure to control profiteering: 
(Q.) P. 477. 

Made in Faridpur district since the 
outbreak of war under the Defence * 
of India Rules: (Q.) p. 259. 

Made under the Defence of India 
Ordinance, Indian Penal Code and 
Criminal Procedure Code in Jalpai- 
guri: (Q.) p. 256. 

Ailmuddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
BUI, 1939: pp. 409, 410, 419. 

Assessment of Government buildings by 

Corporation of Calouttai (Q.) p. 381. 

Aulad Hoesaln Khan, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl 

Communal ratio in temporary Land 
Acquisition Department started at 
Daooa Collectorate : (Q.) p. 296. 

Aihar All, Maulvl 

Appointment of Excise Offioers from 
among Bengal Civil Service 

examinees: (Q.) p. 24. 

Communal ratio in appointments of 

Superintendents and Inspectors of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 218. 

Baner|ee, Mr. Slbnath 

Demands for Grants— Co-operation : 

p. 110, 

Demands for Grants — Miscellaneous 

Departments; p. 192. 

Banerjee, Dr. 8uresh Chandra 

Adjournment motion: p. 502. 

Demands for Grants— Miscellaneous 

Departments: p. 197. 

Dismissal of two workers of the 
generating station of the Calcutta 
Eleotrio Supply Corporation at 
Metiabura: (Q.) p. 177. 

* ' Membership of certain Trade Unions 
in Cakmt^: (Q.) p. 14. 


Baaerjee, Dr. ftares* Obaa d ra { oondd.) 

Objection against certification, of eoipe 
Trade Unions: (Q.) p. 17. 

Persons warned, arrested or ooffvicted 
under the Defence of India 
Ordinance, 1939, in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
258. 

Protective measures against water- 
hyacinth in Arial bit area in Daoca: 
(Q.) p. 165. 

Rise in prices of foodstuffs commonly 
used by industrial workers in Bengal 
since the outbreak of the war: 
(Q.) P. 474. 

Banerjl, Mr. Satya Prlya 

Circular from Registrar, Co-operative 
Societies, to Secretaries of Central 
Co-operative Banks: (Q.) p. 286. 
Demands for Grants — Provincial 
Excise: p. 43. 

Barma, Babu Pramharl 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 428, 429, 430. 

Barma, Mr. PuspaJIt 

Withdrawal of ban on newspapers: 
(Q.) p. 359. 

Basu, Mr. Santoch Kumar 

Adjournment motion: p. 498. 
Programme of Business — Motor Vehi- 
cles Rules: p. 281. 

Bell-Hart, Mist P. B. 

Appointment of women Assistant and 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) p. 
233. 

Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention Dm, 

1939i p. 327. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bit!, 

193TI pp. 315-324. 

Bengal Non-Agrioultural Tenancy Bill, 
19391 pp. 326-327. 

r 
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Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
•III, 1039 1 pp. 406-434, 497. 

Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939: pp. 327-333. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937: 

pp. 326-327. 

Betel leaf cultivation In Bengal: (Q.) p. 
350. 


Bill 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 

— , 1939: pp. 406-434 , 497. 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry 

Demands for Grants — Provincial 
Excise: p. 49. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai 

Appointment of House Surgeons for 
Eden Hospital, Calcutta Medical 
College: (Q.) p. 22. 

Grant for Scheduled Caste education: 
(Q.) p. 341. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath 

Arrests made in Faridpur district since 
the outbreak of war under the 
Defence of India Rules: (Q.) p. 
259. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 406, 407, 408, 409, 
410, 412, 413, 414, 415, 416, 429, 
430, 431, 432. 

Institutions banned by Government in 
Faridpur district: (Q.) p. 81. 

Recruitment of typists for Secretariat 
by competitive examination: (Q.) p. 
396. 

Supplementary Demands — Deposits 
and Advances: p. 248. 

Supplementary Demands— Extraordi- 
nary charges in India: p. 249. 

Blasphemous writing In tha dally 

“And” i (Q.) p. 450. 

Board , of Apprenticeship * Training 

Examhiatlofii (Q.) p. 4 ^ 8 . 


▼ 

Bogra Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd. 

Conduct of the Inspector in charge 

of — : (Q.) p. 20. 

Bom, Mr. 8arat Chandra 

Adjournment motion: p. 509. 

Adjournment motion — Calcutta Cor- 
poration Scavengers* strike: p, 279, 

Budget estimate of Bhogdanga Union 
Board, Kurtgram, for 1347 B.S.t 

(Q.) P. 385. 


Cattle epidemic in Katba polloe-etation, 
Tippera : (Q.) p. 273. 


Census of infirm persons: (Q.) p. 464. 


Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra N arty an 

Recruitment of Calcutta Police: (Q.) 
p. 230. 


Charges on aooount of Motor Vehlolaa 

Aots, 12— Demands for Grants: p. 134. 

Chaudhurl, Ral Harendra Nath 

Application of the Defence of India 
Rules in Bengal: (Q.) p. 74. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 315, 316. 318, 319. 

Dacoitics committed during the last 
five years: (Q.) p. 84. 

Demands for Grants — Other Taxes and 
Duties: p. 139. 

Offences against women: (Q.) p. 232. 

Publication in the Aiuinda Bazar 
Vatnku of an article regarding multi- 
plication of maktabs: (Q.) p. 6. 

Supplementary Demands: p. 236. 

Chaukldars and dafadars under Union 

Boords, Bengal: (Q.) p. 228. 

Circular from Registrar, Co-operative 

Societies * 

To Secretaries of Central Co-operative 
Banks: (Q.) p. 286* 
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MvH Courts 

Scheduled Caste employees in the — of 
Burdwan district: (Q.) p. 4. 

Mortal Strength In Land Acquisition 
Offtoes, Caleutta: (Q.) p. 69. 


Marks In the Tipper a Coiieotoratet (Q.) 
p. 69. 

tommunal proportion 

Of upper division clerks in Civil Courts 
of Noakhali: (Q.) p. 346. 

Communal ratio 

In appointments of Superintendents 
and Inspectors of Excise: (Q.) p. 
218. 

In appointments under Executive 
Engineer, Eastern Circle: (Q.) p. 
172. 

in Bengal Administrator-General's 

office: (Q.) p. 305. 

In clerical services in Civil Courts, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 459. 

In the office of Inspector-General of 
Registration, Bengal: (Q.) p. 493. 

In temporary Land Acquisition De- 
partment Btarted at Dacca Collec- 
torate: (Q.) p. 296. 

Of Civil Court clerks in the subdivi- 
sions of Midnapore: (Q.) p. 284. 

Of clerks in certain offices in Darjeel- 
ing: (Q.) p. 443. 

Of dismissed Police Sub-Inspectors : 
(Q.) p. 300. 


Conduct of the Inspector In oharge af the 
Bogra Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd. i 

(Q.) p. 20. 

Cenduot of scheduled hanks in mufassal 

aroaat (Q.) p. 462. 

Oenferonoe 

i 

Of Presidents and members of the 
Union Boards of Arambagh subdivi- 
sion. Hooghly: (Q.) p. 447. 


Co n ftaa tion 

Of certain wakf properties in* Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p. 441. 

Construction 

Of a bridge over Orissa Coast Canal at 
Satmail in Midnapore district: (Q.) 
p. 365. 

Of Hajiganj-Matlab road in Tippera: 
(Q.) p. 372. 

Co-operation— 42 

Demands for Grants: pp. 89-121. 

Cost of liveries 

Ot dafadars and chowkidars in Union 
Boards of Rangpur district: (Q.) 
p. 380 

C. 8. Roll in Police 8ervta: (Q.) p. 
173. 

Curriculum for primary schools In 
muktab areas: (Q.) p. 484. 

Daooities committed during the last fttfo 
years: (Q.) p. 84. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra 

Hostels for girls’ schools in Calcutta: 
(Q. ) p. 466. 

Das, Babu Debendra Nath 

Distribution of the grant of five lakh^ 
for Scheduled Caste Education: 
(Q.) P- 4. 

Das, Mr. Mahtm Chandra: 

Demands for Grants — Forests: p. 29. 
Fees for examination of the students 
of the Medical Facility, Bengal: 
<Q.) p. 224. 

Refusal of permission to Students’ 
Federation to hold meeting in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 263. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: p. 418. 

Suspension of tour work by Inspecting 
Officers at,Myraensingh: (Q;) p. 71. 
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Demands for Qrants 

12 — Charges on account of Moto; 
Vehicles Acts: p. 134. 

42 — Co-operation: pp. 89-121. 

Deposits and advances: p. 213. 

63 — Extraordinary Charges in India- 
p. 214. 

10 — Forests: pp. 27-41. 

25 — General Administration— Debt Con- 
ciliution: p. 121. 

22 — interest on Debt and other obliga- 
tions: p. 207. 

57 — Miscellaneous: pp. 207-212. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments: pp. 

191-206. 

13 — Other Taxes and Duties: pp. 135- 
146. 

30 -Ports and Pilotage: p. 206. 

8- Provincial Excise: pp. 41-66. 

56— Stationery and Printing and De- 
preciation Reserve Fund— Govern- 
ment Presses: p. 20ti. 

55 — Superannuation allowances and 

pensions. 55A — Commutations of 

pensions financed from ordinary 
retenues, and 83 Payment of com- 
muted value of pensions not charged 
to revenue: p. 207. 

41 — Veterinary : pp. 146-162. 

Deposits and Advanoes 
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Dat, Babu Radhanath 

Conference of Presidents and members 
•of the Union. Boards of Arambagh 
subdivision, Hooghly: (Q.) p. 447. 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Arrests made under the Defence of 
India, Indian Penal Code and Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code in Jalpaiguri: 
(Q.) p. 256. 

Demands for Grants — Forests: p. 31. 

Grievances of adhxars in khas mahal 
areas in Jalpaiguri: (Q.) p. 302. 

Proposed transfer of a certain area 
round Buxa Cantonment in Jalpai- 
guri district to Forest Department: 
(Q.) p. 393. 

las Gupta, 8rijut Narsndra Nath 

Blasphemous writing in the daily 
Azad: (Q.) p. 450. 

Government nominations to Barisal 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 186. 

Results of Bengal Ci\ il Service 
Examination held in February, 1939: 
<Q.) p. 84. 

latta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939. pp. 407, 410, 411, 412, 
430. 

( Demands for Grants — General Adminis- 
tration-Debt Conciliation: p. 125. 
Free primary schools in Tippera: (Q ) 
p. 466. 

Government nominations to Barisal 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 170. 

Maladministration in I'nion Boards 
(Q.) p. 18&. 

lath 

Of Nurujaman, a worker of Dayamoyee 
Jayanti Sugar Mills at Kishore- 
ganj: (Q.) p. 476. 

ibt Conciliation— General Adminlstra- 
tration-^20 

Deirihnds for Grants: p. 121. 


Demands for Grants: p. 213. 
Supplementary Demands: p. 247. 

Development of silk Industry In Maldai 

(Q.) p. 164. 


Of the generating station of the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation 
at Metiuhurz: (Q.) p. 177. 

Distress of people of Sandwip and oertafn 
other Islands duo to erosion caused by 
the Meghna: (Q.) p. 393. 

Distress of tapis of 8orajgunj tub* 
division duo to falluro of oropsi (Q.) 
p. 77. 


Dismissal of two workers 
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Distribution of ths grant of ftvt lakhs for 

Behsdultd Casta education i (Q.) p. 

4. 

Dralnags 

And embankment of Satla hit area in 
Bakarganj district: (Q.) p. 369. 

Of Datbhanga bil in Basirhat subdivi- 
sion, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 367. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharandu 

Forcible ejectment of Gyan Chandra 
Panda from homestead at Rupraari, 
Hasnabad, 24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 
387. 

Notice served on Mr. Niharendu Dutta 
Maxumdar, M.L.A., by Bihar police: 
(Q.) p. 376. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath 

Appointment of clerks by District 
Judge of Bakarganj since 1st April, 
1937: (Q.) p. 369. 

Clerical strength in Land Acquisition 
offices, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 69. 

Communal ratio in appointments under 
Executive Engineer, Eastern Circle: 
(Q.) P- 172. 

Elaotlon 

Of members to the District Board, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 446. 

Of President of No. 10 Kankapait 
Union Board, Tippera: (Q.) p. 
374. 

Of a Secretary by the District School 
Board, Bogra: (Q.) p. 346. 

Eligibility 

Of Government servants for election to 
the District Board by Local Boards: 
(Q.) p. 360. 

Emdadul Haqut, Kazl 

Adjournment motion: p. 608. 

Allotment for road and waterworks in 
the rural areas of Kurigram subdivi- 
sion, Ranggur: (Q.) p. 462. 


EMdadbl Magus, Kut-icondd.) 

Budget estimate of Bhogdanga Union 
Board, Kurigram, for 1347 B.*S.: 

(Q.) p. 385. 

Cost of liveries of d^fadars and 
chowkidars in Union Boards of 
Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 380. 

Grant-in-aid to the Jatrapur Bandar 
Madrass&h in Kurigram subdivision, 
Raagpur: (Q.) p. 306. 

Postponement of realisation of settle- 
ment cost in Kurigram subdivision, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 76. 

Employment of Bengalees 

In the Armed Branch of the Police 
Department: (Q.) p. 67. 


Encouragement from Government towards 
Muslim education: (Q.) p. 492. 

Enforcement of communal ratio decision 
In appointments under the Court of 
Wards: (Q.) p . 86. 

Enhancement 

Of notice fee by the Collector, Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) p . 352. 


Establishment of an additional Court of 
Deputy Magistrate at Dinajpur: (O ) 

p. 229. 


Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards 
In Chittagong: (Q.) p . 221. 


Establishment of a district agricultural 
farm in Noakhallt (Q.) p . 223. 

Estates under the Court of Wards In 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 181. 


Exoavatfon of Lohajang-Taltola khal In 
Daooa: (Q.) p. 449. 


Exooss payments mads to rats eelleetors 
by ex-hresldent ef Pursurq Unton 
Board: (Q^ p . 189. 
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Mm iMpt ImM by mwnbm si 

dinsrsnt oommunltiss In Rsngpuri 

\(Q.) p. 187. 

Expansion of ZorwarganJ Govtmmont 

Weaving 8ohooh (Q.) p. 133. 

Expenditure for the offloe of the Con- 
servator of Forests i (Q.) p. 262. 

Expenditure on commutation of pensions: 

(Q.) p. 80. 

Extension of service 

To the Chief Executive Officer, Cor- 
poration of Calcutta: (Q.) p. 297. 

Of clerks in Deputy Commissioner’s 
office, Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 349. 

Extraordinary Charges In India— 63 

Demands for Grants: p. 214. 

Supplementary Demands: p. 248. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum 

Howrah-Hooghlv Flushing and Irriga- 
tion Scheme: (Q.) p. 340. 

Faxlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Amount of stipend of students under 
training in temporary training 
centres: (Q.) p. 443. 

Appointment of teachers of Guru 

* Training Centres: (Q.) p. 174. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 327. 

Communal ratio in the office of Ins- 
pector-General of Registration, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 493. 

Confiscation, of certain wakf properties 
hi Chittagong: (Q.) p. 442. 

Curriculum for primary schools in 
muktab areas: (Q.) p. 484. 

Demands for Grants — Co-operation : 

p. 112. 

Demands for Grants — Provincial 

Excise: p. 57. 

.Distribution of the grant of five lakhs 
for, Scheduled Caste education: (Q.) 
p. 5. ' * 


Faxlul Huq, ths HaiPMt Mr. A. K. — (coaid.) 

Election of a Secretary by the District 
School Board, Bogra: (Q.) p. 346. 
Encouragement from Government to- 
wards Muslim education: (Q.) p. 

492. 

Free primary education in Pabna: 
(Q.) P- 396. 

Free primary schools in Tippera: 
m P. 467. 

Free Primary Teachership Examina- 
tion in Tippera district: (Q.) p. 
489. 

Girls' hostels in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 

493. 

Grant for Scheduled Custe education: 
(Q.) p. 342. 

Grant-in-aid to tho Jatrapur Bandar 
Madrassah in Kurigram subdivision, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 306. 

Grant-in-aid to Middle English Schools 
and Madrassnbs in Pabna: (Q.) p. 
471. 

Grant of permission to departmental 
officers to apply for direct appoint- 
ment: (Q.) p. 345. 

Hostels for girls’ schools in Calcutta: 
(Q.) p. 466. 

Managing Committee of the Burdwan 
Town School: (Q.) p. 486. 

Muslim Female Training School at 
Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 289, 442. 

Primary school* in Mymensingh and 
annual recurring expenditure there- 
on: (Q.) p. 364. 

Principal of the Jagannath Inter- 
mediate College, Dacca: (Q.) p. 
290. 

Publication in the Ananda, Bazar 
Pat r i ka of an article regarding multi- 
plication of maktabs: (Q.) p. 6. 

Reservation of posts of Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars for old scheme 
Final Madrassah passed Maulri* : 
<Q.) P. 26. 

Splitting up of the Muhammadan 
Marriage Registration office at* 
Jamalpur, Mymensingh: (Q.) p* 12* 
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Hm« tit Hm’M* Mr. A. K^(condd.) Fret primary *ctmrti in Tipper* : (Q.) 

(Q.) p. 466. 

Statistics of High English Schools for 

boy, and girl, in Bengal: (Q.) p. Fr „ Prlnufy TsMlMnhlp Exwihtttton 

72 ' In Tipper* district: (Q.) p. 489. 

Sub-Inspector of Schools for the 


Srinagar Circle: (Q.) p. 465. 
Suspension of tour work by Inspecting 
Officers at Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 
71. 

Withdrawal of ban on newspapers' 
(Q.) p. 360. . 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department.) 
Scheduled Caste employees in the 
Civil Courts of Burdwan district: 
(Q.) P- 4. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur 

Establishment of Debt Settlement 
Boards in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 221. 
Expansion of Zorwarganj Government 
Weaving School: (Q.) p. 133. 

Grants to non-Governmcmt Technical 
Schools: (Q.) p. 339. 

Issue of crop loans through Co-opera- 
tive Crop Loan Societies in 1939-40: 
(Q.) p. 296. 

Muslim Female Training School at 
Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 288, 442. 

Fees for axaminatlon of the students of 
the Medical Faoulty, Bengal: (Q.) p. 
224. 

Fisheries settled by the East India Com- 
pany t (Q.) p. 10. 

Forced labour of under-trial prisoners In 

hajatsz (Q.) p. 83. 

Foroible ejectment 

Of Gyan Chandra Panda from home- 
stead at Itupmari, Hasnabad, 24- 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 387. 

Forests— 10 

Demands for Grants: pp. $7-41. 

Free primary education In Pabna: (Q.) 

p. 396. * 


Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra 

Government nominations to Barisal 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 170. 

Persons arrested or convicted under 
Defence of India Act, 1938, in 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 183. 

Girls* hostels In Calcutta: (Q.) p. 493. 

Government aotion 

On resolution passed by Third Divi- 
sional Co-operative Conference in 
the Chittagong Division: (Q.) p. 
390. 

Government nominations 

To Barisal Municipality: (Q.) pp. 
170, 186. 

t 

Grant 

Of land to retired Gurkha military 
officers at Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 463. 

Ot permission to departmental officers 
to apply for direct appointment: 
(Q.) p. 345. 

Grant-in-aid 

To the Jatrapur Bandar Madrassah in 
Kurigram subdivision, Rangpur: 
(Q.l p. 306. 

To Middle English Schools and Madras- 
sahs in Pabna: (Q.) p. 470. 

Grants 

For Scheduled Caste education: (Q.) 
p. 341. 

To anti-malaria societies in Pabna: 

(Q.) p. 163. 

To dispensaries in Baraset and Basir- 
hat subdivision, 24-Parganas: (Q.) 
p. 456. 

To non -Government Technical* Schools : 
(Q.) p. 33$. 
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K, *f Dacca — (concil.) 


Brfcmnccc of adMart 

la khac mahal areas in Jalpciguri: 

• (Q.) p. 302. 

♦ 

Burung, Mr. Damber Singh 

Communal ratio of clerks in certain 
offices in Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 448. 

Extension of services of clerks in 
Deputy Commissioner’s office, Dar- 
jeeling: (Q.) p. 349. 

Grant of land to retired Gurkha mili- 
tary officers at Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 
463. 

High rate of rents in certain estates in 
Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 445. 

Income and expenditure of Darjeeling 
Improvement Fund for certain sub- 
divisions of the district: (Q.) p. 
225. 

Restriction of motor lorries from run- 
ning on Hill Cart road: (Q.) p. 
186. 


lyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ 

Forced labour of under-trial prisoners 
in hajats: (Q.) p. 83. 

Recruitments made under Jute Regis- 
tration scheme in 1939: (Q.) p. 

169. 

Silting up of the tributaries of the 
Padina flowing through East Madari- 
, pur, Faridpur: (Q.) p. 223. 


lablbullah, the Hon' bis Nawab Bahadur 

K., of Daooa 

Appointment of House Surgeons for 
Eden Hospital, Calcutta Medical 
College : (Q .) p. 22. 

Appointment of women Assistant and 
Sub-Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) p. 
234. 

Cbaukidars and dafadars under Union 
Boards, Bengal: (Q.) p. 229. 

Conference of Presidents and members 
of the Union Boards of Arambagh 
subdivision, Hooghly: (Q.) p. 447. 

Election* of members to the District 
Board, llangpur: (Q.^ p. 446. 


Excess payments made to rate col- 
lectors by ex-President of Pursura 
Union Board: (Q.) p. 190. 

Government nominations to Barisal 
Municipality: (Q.) p. 186. 

Grants to dispensaries in Baraset and 
Basirhat subdivisions, 24-Parganas- 
(Q.) P. 457. 

Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition 
held at Arambagh in March, 1939: 
(Q.) P- 191. 

Maladministration in Union Boards* 
(Q.) p. 189. 

Nomination of ♦members to Birbhum 
District Board: (Q.) p. 26. 

Reservation of seats for minorities in 
the reconstitution of District 
Boards: (Q.) p. 183. 

Supply of dietary materials and rations 
to Campbell Hospital: (Q.) p. 2. 

Tour of the Director of Public Health: 
(Q.) p. 235. 

Withdrawal by the Red Cross Society 
ot their annual grants to Berham- 
pore Sad nr Hospital: (Q.) p. 3. 


Haftzuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi 

Demands for Grants — General Adminis- 
tration — Debt Conciliation: p. 127. 


Hamfduddln Ahmad, Khan Sahib 

Demands for Grants — Co-operation : p. 

102 . 

Primary schools in Mymensingh and 
annual recurring expenditure 
thereon: (Q.) p. 364. 


Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Clerks in the Tippera Collectorate: 
(Q ) p. 69. 

Election of President of No. 10 Kanka- 
pait Union Board, Tippera; (Q.) 
p. 374. „ * 
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Settlement operation in Taluq Abad 
Debanthpur, Motabaria police- 
station, Barisal: (Q.) p. 220. 

Hawkings, Mr. R. J. 

Demands for Grants — Other Taxes and 
Duties: p. 142. 

Hessian and raw Juts futures markets > 

(Q.) P . 436. 

High rate of rents In oertaln estates In 
Darjeeling! (Q.) p. 445. 

Hostels for girls’ schools In Caloutta: 

(Q.) p. 466. 

Howrah- Hooghly Flushing and Irriga- 
tion 8ohemei (Q.) p. 340. 

Inadequacy of arrangements for treat- 
ment of oattle disease In oertaln 
polioe-statlons of Dinajpur district! 

(Q.) p. 290. 

Inadequate drainage and embankment In 
thf district of Bakarganji (Q.) p. 
363. 

Inoome and Expenditure of Darjeeling 
Improvement Fund for oertaln sub- 
divisions of the distrlot! (Q.) p. 225. 

Increase In rates of passes issued to 
labourers for use of Reserve Forests! 

(Q.) p. 72. 

Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition 
held at Arambagh In Maroh, 1939 1 

(Q.) p. 190. 


Industries— Cinchona— 43 

Supplementary Demands: p. 243. 


Institutions banned by Government In 
Faridpur District! (Q.) p. 81. 

c Intelligence Branch of Police In Mldna- 
porei (Q.) p 279. 
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Interest on Debt and other obligation*— 

22 — Demands for Grants: p. 207. ,* 

Irrigations I improvements In Baslrhat 

and Baraset subdivisions, 24-Parganasi 

(Q.) P. 452. 

Irrigation scheme for Pabnat (Q.) p. 

371. 

Issue of crop loans through Co-operative 

Crop Loan Societies In 1939-40i (Q.) 

p. 296. 

Jalaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl 

Demands for Grants — Forests: p. 36. 

Demands for Grants — Veterinary: p. 
154. 

Enforcement oi communal ratio deci- 
sion in appointments under the 
Court of Wards: (Q.) p. 86. 

Proposed delimitation of Chittagong 
District Board constituencies: (Q.) 
p. 269. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Maulvl 

Construction of Hajiganj-Matlab Road 
in Tippera : p. 372. 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Demands tor Grants — Miscellaneous 
Departments: p. 196. 

Hessian and raw jute futures markets: 
(Q.) p. 435. 

Kundu, Mr. Niehitha Nath 

Application for licence of cinema house 
at Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 490. 

Census of infirm persons: (Q.) p. 464. 

Notices served by Exdise Inspector of 
Dinajpur on some excise vendors: 
(Q.) p. 359. 

Leaving out of newly formed Khae Mahal 

char landst (Q.) p. 395. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bthari 

Construction of a bridge oyer Orissa 
Coast Canal at Satmail ip Midnapore 
district : \Q.) p. 365. 
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MaH. Mr. Adwaita Kumar 

' Scheduled Caste employees in the Civil 
'. Courts of Burdwan district: (Q.) 
P-. 4 - 

Scheduled Caste employees in Col- 
lectorateB of the Burdwan Division: 
(Q.) p. 363. 


Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: p. 400. 

Demands for Grants — Provincial 
Excise: p. 45. 

Re-excavation of Ramnagar Drainage 
khal in Midnapore district: (Q.) p. 
304. 

Statistics of High English Schools for 
boys and girls in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
72. 

Maladministration In Union Boards i 

(Q.) P- 188. 

Managing Committee of the Burdwan 
Town 8ohool: (Q.) p. 485. 


Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharl 

Demands for Grants — Provincial 

Excise: p. 56. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad 

Communal ratio of Civil Court clerks 
in the subdivisions of Midnapore: 
# <Q.) p. 284. 

Security deposits of Excise vendors: 
<Q.) P. 224. 


Mantruzzaman Islamabad I, Maulana Md. 

Confiscation *df certain wakf properties 
in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 441. 

Demands for Grants — Forests: p. 39. 

Enhancement of notice fee by the Col- 
lector, Chittagong: (Q.) p. 352. 

Increase in rates of passes issued to 
labourers for use of Reserve 
Forests: (Q.) p. 72. 

•Leaving out of nearly formed Khas 
Mahal char lands: (Cl \ V 3QA 


Maqbul Hoaaiat, Mr. 


Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
BUI, 1939: pp. 407, 408, 409. 

Cattle epidemic in Kasha police-station 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 273. 

Demands for Grants— Veterinary: p. 


Free Primary Teachership Examination 
in Tippera district: (Q.) p. 489, 

Theft cases in Burichang and Kasha 
police-stations in Tippera: (Q.) p. 


Title suits and money suits instituted 
in the Munsifs Courts at Brahman- 
baria, Tippera: (Q.) p. 848. 


Membership of oertaln Trade Unions In 
Calouttai (Q.) p. 14. 


Message from Council 

Regarding Bengal Tenancy (Third 
Amendment) BiU, 1939: p. 308. 

Regarding Bengal Jute Regulation 
Bill, 1940: p. 87. 


Miscellaneous— 57 

Demands for Grants: pp. 207-212. 


Miscellaneous Departments— 47 

Demands for Grants: pp. 191-206. 


Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) BUI, 1937: 
p. 320. 

Conduct of the Inspector in charge of 
the Bogra Central Co-operative Bank, 
Ltd.: (Q.) p. 20. 

Election of a Secretary by the District 
School Board, Bogra: (Q.) p. 346. 

Sekander Reel in the khas mahal estate 
of Khanjanpur: (Q.) p. 75. 

Travelling allowance paid to officen in 
connectii/n with Gossaibari Co- 
operative Group Conference: (Q.) 

n 
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MoiUm All Mollth, IftttM M. 

Extension of service to the Chief Exe- 
cutive Officer, Corporation of Cal- 
cutta: (Q.) p. 297. 

Movement of Co-operative Marksting of 

4utet <Q.) p. 70. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Demands for Grants— Co-operation: 
p. 10G. 

Expenditure on commutation of pen- 
sions: (Q.) p. BO. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi 

Appointment of teacherB under the 
District School Hoard, Noakhali: 
<Q.) P- 222. 

Communal proportion of upper divi- 
sion clerks in Civil Courts of 
Noakhali: (Q.) p. 340. 

Percentage of Muslims in various 
services in the Irrigation Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 222. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvl 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: p. 327. 

Demands for Grants — Veterinary: p. 
150. 

MukherJI, Mr. Dhlrendra Narayan 

Excess payments made to rate col- 
lectors by ex-President of Pursura 
Union Board: (Q.) p. 189. 

Industrial and Agricultural Exhibition 
held at Arambagh in March, 1939: 
(Q.) P- 190. 

MukherJI, Dr. Bharat Chandra 

Nomination of members to Birbhum 
District Board: (Q.) p. 26. 

Mulllek, Brljut Ashutoeh , 

Demands for Grants— Veterinary: 

p. 161. 


Mulllek, the Hon’ble Mr. Mtikunda 

ftehary 

Circular from Registrar, Co-operative 
Societies, to Secretaries of Central 
Co-operative Banks: (Q.) p. 286. 

Conduct of the Inspector in charge of 
the Bogra Central Co-operative 
Bank, Ltd.: (Q.) p. 20. 

Conduct of scheduled banks in mufas- 
sal areas: (Q.) p. 463. 

Demands for Grants — Co-operation : 
pp. 89, 115. 

Demands for Grants — General Adminis- 
tration — Debt Conciliation: pp. 121, 
129. 

Government action on resolution 
passed by Third Divisional Co- 
operative Conference in the Chitta- 
gong Division: (Q.) p. 390. 

Issue of crop loans through Co-opera- 
tive Crop Loan Societies in 1939-40: 
(Q.) p. 297. 

Movement of Co-operative Marketing 
of Jute: (Q.) p. 71. 

Scheme for scaling down co-operative 
debts of members of societies: (Q.) 
pp. 378, 4C2. 

Transfer of the present Divisional 
Auditor, Chittagong Division: (Q.) 
p. 379. 

Travelling allowance paid to officers in 
connection with Gossaibari Co- 
operative Group Conference: (Q.) p. 
74. 


Muaharrufl Hossaln, the Hon'bla Nawab, 

Khan Bahadur 

Appointment of clerks by District 
Judge of Bakarganj since 1st April, 
1937: (Q.) p. 369. * 

Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention 
Bill, 1939: p. 327. 

Communal proportion of upper division 
clerks in Civil Courts of Noakhali: 
(Q.) P- 347. 

Communal ratio in Bengal Administra- 
tor-General’s office: (Q.) p. 306. 

Communal ratio in clerical services ir 
civil courts, Rtngpur: (Q.) fc p. 400. 
( 
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W wl wnrrt H*mia, tk* H*rtH Raw*, 

* KImft Bahadur— (conckt.) • 

* Communal ratio of Civil Court clerks 
ib the subdivisions of Midn&pore: 
(Q.) P. 284. 

Promotions in the office of the Adminis- 
trator-General and Official Trustee, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 338. 

Staff in the office of the Administra- 
tor-General and Official Trustee of 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 398. 

Title suits and money suits instituted 
iff the Munsif’s courts at Brahmun- 
baria, Tippera: (Q.) p. 348. 

Muslim Female Training School at 

Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 288, 442. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8ris- 

chandra, of Cossimbazar 

Allotment tor road and waterworks in 
the rural a rears of Kurigram sub- 
division, Kungpur (Q.) p 433. 

Communal ratio m appointments under 
Executive Engineer, Eastern Circle. 
<Q.) p. 172. 

Demands tor Grants— Charges on 

■ account of Motor Vehicles Acts: p. 
134. 

Excavation of Lohajang-Taltola khal 
in Dacca. (Q.) p. 450. 

Irrigational improvements in Basirhat 

* and Baraset subdivisions, 24-Pur- 
ganas: (Q.) p. 452. 

He-excavation of the Balchha river in 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 3. 

Scheduled Caste employees under the 
Communications and Works De- 
partment at Dacca: (Q.) p. 228. 

Silting up of Kalidas khal and Kamo- 
dia khal in Shalikha police-station, 
Jessore. (Q.) p. 180. 

Nadmuddln, the Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir. 

K.CJ.r. 

Adjournment motion: p. 513. 

Allegations against some soldiers of 
the Frontier Force Regiment 
stationed at Dacca: (Q.) « juv 


NuhMMta, tka MM1I* Khwaja u 

K.C.I.E. — \contd.) 

Application for licence of cinema houi 
at Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 490. 

Application of the Defence of Indi 
Rules in Bengal: (Q.) p. 75. 

Arrangement for prayers in Pabna Ja 
and Serajganj Sub-Jail: (Q.) j 
449. 

Arrests made in Faridpur district sint 
the outbreak of wnr under tb 
Defence ot India Rules: (Q.) j 
200 . 

Arrests made under the Defence c 
India, Indian Penal Code an 
Criminal Procedure Code in Jnlpa 
gun. (Q ) p. 257. 

Blaspliemous writing in the dail, 

\/,ad <Q.) p 450. 

Communal ratio of dismissed Polio 

Siib-lnsp«.ctois (Q.) p. 300. 

Cost ot livenc'o «>t dufudars and chow 
kidars m Tniou Hoards of Rangpu 
district. (Q.) ]>. 381. 

('. S. Roll in Police service: (Q.) p 
174. 

Da< oities committed during the Iasi 
/he years: (Q.) p. 85. 

Demands for Grants— Extraordinary 
Charges in India, p. 214. 

Dismissal of two workers of the 
generating station of the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Cor|*oratioii at 
Mctiabure. (Q.) p. 177. 

Employment o| Bengalees in the Armed 
Branch of the Police Department: 
(Q.) p. 08. 

Enforcement of communal ratio deci- 
sion in appointments under the 
Court of Ward*: (Q.) p. 87. 

Establishment of an additional Court 
of Deputy Magistrate at Dinajpur: 
<Q.) p. 230. 

Forced labour of under-trial prisoners 
in hajats: (Q.) p. 83. 

Forcible ejectment of Gy an Chandra 
Panda from homestead at Rupmari, 
Hasnabad, 24-Parganas: <Q) P, 

000 } 
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Hg rtf* *d*m t tH a Mtti’Mt Khwaja Sir, 

KA.UZ*—{eontd.) 

Grant of land to retired Gurkha 
military officers at Darjeeling: (Q.) 
p. 463. 

Institutions banned by Government in 
Faridpur district: (Q ) P- 81. 

Intelligence Branch of Police in Midna- 
pore: (Q.) P- 279. 

Notice served on Mr. Niharendu Dutta 
Masumdar, M.L.A., by Bihar police: 
(Q.) P. 377. 

Offences against women: (Q.) p- 233. 
Persons arrested or convicted under 
Defence of India Act, 1938, in 
Bengal: (Q.) p- 183. 

Persons warned, arrested or convicted 
under the Defence of India Ordi- 
nance, 1939, in Bengal: (Q.) p. 
269. 

Programme of Business— Motor 
Vehicles Buies: pp. 281, 282. 
Promotion of Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
of Police in Rajshahi Division: (Q.) 
p. 379. 

Recruitment of Calcutta Police: (Q.) 
p. 230. 

Recruitment of constables from 
amongst the inhabitants of the 24- 
Parganas: (Q.) p. 301. 

Refusal of permission to Students’ 
Federation to hold meeting in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 263. 

(For the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department.) Remission 
of rents to khas mabnl tenants in 
Sandvip, Hatiya and Ramgati 
Circles, Noakhali: (Q.) p. 73. 
Restriction of motor lorries from run- 
ning on Hill Cart road: (Q.) p. 
187. 

Results of Bengal Civil Service 
Examination held in February 1939: 
<Q.) P. W- 

Supplementary Demands — Extraordi- 

nary charges in India: p. 249. 
Suspension of work in Criminal Courts 
at Manikganj on Fridays during 
prayer time: (Q.) p. 256. 


Mail«a4dta, tha HM’Me Khwaja «ir 9 

K.O.I.E. — {concld.) 

Theft cases in Burichang and Kasha 
police-stations in Tippera: (Q.) p. 
460. 

(For the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department.) Clerical 
strength in Land Acquisition Offices, 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 70. 

(For the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department.) Clerks in 
the Tippera Collectorate : (Q.) p. 

69. 

(For the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department.) Postpone- 
ment of realisation of settlement 
cost in Kurigram subdivision, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 76. 

(For the Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department.) Sekander 
Beel in the khas mahal estate of 
Khanjanpur: (Q.) p. 75. 

Nomination of members to Birbhum Dis- 
trict Board! (Q.) p. 26. 


Non-offlcial Bills 

Bengal Marriage Dowry Prevention 
Bill, 1939: p. 327. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: pp. 315-324. 

Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 
1939: pp. 326-327. 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: pp. 327- 
333. 

Bengal Wakf (Amendment) Bill, 1937: 

pp. 326-327. 

Notioos served by Exoite Inspector of 

Dinajpur on some excise vendors t 

(Q.) p. 359. 

N ottos served on Mr. Niharendu Dutta 

Mazumdar, M.L.A., by Bihar poHoei 

(Q.) p. 376. 

Obituary 

Mr. Mahim Chandra Das: p. 336. 
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Objaation against certification of tome 
Trade .Unions! (Q I p. 17. 

Offences against women: (Q ) p 232. 

Other Taxes and Outlet— 13 

Demands lor Grants: pp. 135-140. 

haul, Sir Hari Banker 

Supplementary Demands— Industries— 
(Cinchona: p. 245. 

Percentage of Muslims in various servioes 
in the Irrigation Department: (Q.) p 
222 . 

Persons arrested or oonvloted under 
Oefence of India Act, 1938, in Bengal: 

<Q.) P- 18*3. 

Persons warned, arrested or convicted 
under the Defence of India Ordinance, 
1939, in Bengal: (Q.) p 258. 

Point of order 

Regarding arrangement ol business 
about a non-official Hill passed b\ 
the (ounoil and sent to the 
Assembly p 331 

Regarding light ot membel to make 
his observations during diseussmn. 

• p| i 205-200 

Porta and Pilotage— 30 

Demands tor (J rants p. 205 
Supplemental \ Demands p 242. 

Postponement of realisation of settle- 
ment ooet in Kurigram subdivision, 
Rangpur: {Q * p. 7'» 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan 

Development ol silk industry in 
Malda: (Q.) p. 151 
•Principal ol the .lugannatii Inter- 
mediate College. Daecu' <Q.) p 

289. ‘ % 


xvii 

Primary schools In Mymenslngh and 
annual recurring expenditure thereon: 

{<1 ) p 354 


Principal of the Jagannath Intermediate 
College, Dacca: tg > P 289. 

Programme of Business 

Moloi Vehicles Hides pp. 281 28.3. 

Promotions 

In the olliie oi the Administrator 
General ami Official Trustee, Bengal 
(D.) }» 338. 

Ol Assistant Suh-I nspeetors ot Police 
in Hapdiahi Division ((,>0 p. 379 


Proposed Delimitation of Chittagong 
Distriot Board Constituencies: < <,) ) 

p 259 


Proposed transfer of a certain area 
round Buxa Cantonment in Jaipaiguri 
distriot to Forest Department: tg ) 

p. 393 


Prorogation: p 520 


Protective measures against water- 
hyacinth 

lu Anal fnl ana in l>.i<<ii <g ) p 
155. 

Provincial Excise 8 

Demands lor Giants pp 11-55 

Publication in the Ananda Bazar Patrlka 

Ot an a: I a le regarding multiplication 
oi muktab* ( Q ) p 5 

Qualification of the Textile Superin- 
tendent • 

And the Head Mauler, Government* 
Silk Weaving In.stituie. (Q.) p. 265. 
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Raikut, th« Hon’ bit Mr. Prasanna Deb 

Appointment of Excise Officers from 
among Bengal Civil Service examin- 
ees: (Q.) p. 24. 

Communal ratio in appointments of 
Superintendents and Inspectors of 
Excise: (Q.) p. 219. 

Demands for 0 rants — Forests, pp. 27, 
41. 

Demands for Grants --Provincial Ex- 
cise: pp. 41, 61. 

Excise shops held by members of 
different communities in Hungpur. 
(Q.) I). 1H8. 

Expenditure lor the office of the Con- 
servator oi Forests- (Q.j p. 262. 

Increase in rates of passes issued to 
labourers for use of deserve 
Forests. {(J-) p. 72. 

Notices served by Excise Inspector of 
Dmajpur on some excise vendors: 
<Q.) P. d59. 

Security deposits of excise vendors: 
(Q.)’p. SW4. 

Supplementary Demands — Industries— 
Cmchona: pp. 246, 245, 216. 

Ramlzuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1969: pp. 408, 410. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Blrendra Ki shore 

Demands lor Grunts — Co-operation : p. 
107. 

Raorultments 

Made under Jute Registration Scheme 
in 1969. (Q.) p. 169. 

Of Calcutta Police: (Q.) p. 260. 

Of constables from amongst the in- 
habitants ot the 24-Parganas: (Q.) 

p. 601. 

Of typists lor Secretariat by competi- 
tive examination. (Q.) p. 690. 

Rad Cross Society 

Withdrawal by the— of their annual 
grants to Berhampore Sadar Hos- 
pital: (Q.; p. 2. 


Re-excavation 

Of the Balehha river in Mymensir\gh: 
(Q.) P- 3. 

• 

Of Ramnagar drainage khal in Midna- 
pore district: (Q.) p. 304. 

Refusal of permission to Students’ 
Federation to hold meeting in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 266. 

Registration— 11 

Supplementary Demands: p. 242. 

Remission 

Of current rent and interest on arrear 
rents in Jan bazar Wards F.state in 
Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 49') 

Of rents to khas mahal tenants in 
Sandvip, Hativa and Ramgati 
Circles, Noakhali (Q.) p. 73. 

Repayment of agricultural loans in cer- 
tain parts of SerajganJ subdivision: 

(Q.) p. 464. 

Representation of the Scheduled Castes 
on the Union Board and Benohes in 
Dacca: (^.) p. 675. 

Reservation 

01 posts of Muhammadan Marriage 
Registrars for old scheme Final 
Madrassah passed Maulvis (Q.i p. 
26. 

Ot seats tor minorities in the reconsti- 
tution oi District Boards- (Q ) p. 
182 

Restriction of motor lorries from run- 
ning on Hill Cart road: (Q.) p. 186. 


Results of Bengal Civil 8ervice Examina- 
tion held in February, 1939: (Q.) p. 

84. 


Rise in prices of foodstuffs commonly 
used by industrial workers In Bengal 
tinoe the outbreak of tho war: (Q.) 
p. 474. 
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Roy, the Hon’bk Sir Bijoy Pratad 
• Singb 

‘Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1937: p. 316. 

Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy BiH, 
1939: p. 327. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939: pp. 406, 420, 421, 422, 
431, 432, 433. 

Bengal Village Self-Government 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939: p. 332. 

Census of infirm persons- (Q.) p. 
464. 

Communal ratio in temporary Land 
Acquisition Department started at 
Dacca Collectoratc : (Q.) p. 296. 

Communal ratio of clerks in certain 
offices in Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 444. 

Demands for Grants — Other Taxt‘s and 
Duties- p. 135. 

Distress ot people of Sandwip and cer- 
tain other islands due to erosion 
caused by the Meghna. (Q.) p. 
393. 

• Distress ot people of Serajganj sub- 
division due to failure of crops- 
(Q ) p. 77. 

Enhancement of notice fee by the 
Collector, Chittagong: (Q.) p. 352 

Estates under the Court of Wards m 
Rangpur (Q.) p. 181. 

Extension of services ot clerks in 
Deputy Commissioner's office, Dar- 
jeeling. (Q. ) p 350 

Fisheries settled by the East India 
Company. (Q.) p. 10. 

Grievances of adhiars in khas nuihal 
areas in Jalpaiguri: (Q ) p. 302. 

High rate of rents Jn certain estates 
in Darjeeling (Q.) p. 445. 

Income and expenditure of Darjeeling 
Improvement Fund for retain sub- 
divisions of thf district. (Q.) p 
226 

I weaving out of nearly formed khas 
mah'al char lands: < <^. ) p. 395. 

Proposed transfer of a certain area 

. round Buxa Cantonment in Jalpai- 
guri district to Forest Department: 
(Q ) p’. 394, - } 


xix 

Rty, tht HonUls Sir Bijoy Prasad 

Binfll— (contd.) 

Remission of current rent and interest 
on arrear rents in Janlmxar Wards 
Estate in Dinajpur: (Q ) p. 495. 

Repayment of agricultural loans in 
certain parts of Serajganj subdivi- 
sion: (Q.) p. 164. 

Scheduled Caste employees in Col- 
leetorates of the Burdwan Division. 
(Q.) p. 353. 

Selection of Assistant Settlement 
Officers from Sub-Deputy and 
Deputy Collectors: (Q.) p. 391. 

Settlement operation in Tuluq A bad 
Debanthjmr, Motabnria police- 
station, Barisal. (Q.) p 220 

Submission of returns by Dacca Col- 
lectorate showing non-Sehodulod 
Caste employees as Scheduled Caste 
ones: ((J.) p. 299. 

Supplementary Demands- Stamps: p. 
242 

Vacancies filled up hv different com- 
munities in the Khas Mahal Depart- 
ment of Bengal (Q.) p. 358. 

(On behalf of the Minister in < barge 
oj the Communications and Works 
Department.) Assessment ot Go\- 
ernment buildings by Corporation ol 
Calcutta. (Q ) p. 382. 

(On behalf of the Minister m charge ol 
the Communications and Works 
Department.) Const ru< tion ol a 
bridge over Orissa Coast Canal at 
Sntmail in Midnapore district (0.) 
p. 366. 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Department.) Drainage and em- 
bankment of Satin Ini area m 
Bakarganj district: (Q.) |> 370. 

(On behalf of the Minister in < barge 
of the Communications and Wmks 
Department.) Drainage ot Dat- 
bhanga bit in Hasirhat subdn ision, 
24-Parganas: (Q.) p. 307. 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Department . ) H ou ru li- 1 1 ooghly 

Flashing and Irrigation Schema;# 

(Q.) P- 341. • 


INDEX. 
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Rt* th# Hm’Ui Sir Bijey Prasad 

Singh — ( conui .) 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Department.) Inadequate drainage 
and embankment in the district ot 
Bakurganj: (Q.) p. 363. 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Department.) Irrigation scheme for 
Pabna: (Q.) p. 371. 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Department.) Percentage of Mus- 
lims in various services m the Irri- 
gation Department (Q ) p. 2*22 

(Oil behalf of the Minister m charge 
of the Communications ami Works 
Department.) Silting up of the 
Hurasagar and certain other rivers 
in Pabna • <0-) p. 370. 

(On boliall of the Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works 
Depart ment. > Silting up of the 
tributaries of the Padma flowing 
through Fust Madaripur, Faridpur 
m P. 2SM. 

(On behalf of t lie Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local ‘Self- 
Government Department.) Budget 
estimate of Mhogdangn Fiiion Hoard. 
Kungram, lot 1317 H.S. {Q ) p 
MHO. 

(On behalf of the Minister in i barge 
ot the Ptihlu Health and Loral Sol I - 
Government Department ) Con- 
st met ion ot Hupgaii|-Mat lab Hoad 
in Tipporu. (Q.) p, 373 

(On behall of t fit* Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and laical Self - 
Government Department.) Election 
ot President ol No. 10 Rankapait 
1 ’ n ion Hoard. Tippern: (Q.) p 

371 

(On behalf ot the Minister in charge of 
tin' Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department ) Eligibi- 
lity of Government servants for 
election to the District Board by 
Local Boarite: (<^.) p. 361. 


Ray, th« Hon’Wt Sir Bijoy Prasad 

Singh — (c ond L) . < 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of Public Health and Local* Self- 
Government Department.) Exten- 
sion of service to the Chief Executive 
Officer, Corporation of Calcutta: 
<Q.) P- 298. 

(On behall of the Minister m charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department ) Repre- 
sentation of the Scheduled Castes on 
the In ion Hoards and Benches in 
Dacca (Q.) p. 375. 

(On behalf of the Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department ) Tube- 
well contractors enlisted in the 
Dana Colleetorate- <Q > p. 3<i2. 


Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 

Demands lot Giants Vctoimaiv p 

140 


Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Excavation of Loliaiang-Taltola f.hal m 
Dana <(,>.) p. fffl. 

Fisheries settled b\ tin- Fast India 
Company ((,> ) p 1<> 

Hepresent.it ion ot the Scheduled Castes 
on the I’nion Hoards and Benches in 
Dacca- (Q ) p 375. 

Schnfulnl Caste employees under the 
Communications and Works Depart- 
ment at Dacca: (Q ) p. 2*28. 

Sub-Inspector of Schools for the .Sri- 
nagar Circle- (Q.) p. 465. 

Submission ot returns by Dacca CJol- 
lectorate showing non-Schfcduled 
Caste employ ees aa Scheduled Caste 
ones: (Q ) p. 298. 


Roy, Mr. Kamatkrlshna 

Adjournment* motion: p. 507, 
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R#y, Mr. Patiram 

.Betel leaf cultivation in Bengal: (Q.) 
* p. 350. 

Coiiftnunal ratio in Bengal Adminis- 
trator-General’s office: (Q.) p. 305. 

Movement of Co-operative Marketing 
of dute (Q.) p. 70 

Sahabe-Alum, Mr. 8yed 

Tube-well contractors enlisted in the 
Dacca Collector;! te (<<>.) p ,301 


Sanyal, Mr. 8asanka 8ekhar 

Adjournment motion: p. 50.3. 

Employment of Bengalees in th< 
Armed Branch of the Police Depart 
men! : (QA p. (57. 

Withdrawal by the Bed (Voss Society 
«»t their annual grants to Berham 
|K>re Sad a r Hospital (Q ) p. J 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Imgation scheme toi Pahna. [Q ) p 


Sanaullah, Or. 

Amount ot stipend ot students undei 
training in temporary training 
centres p M3 

Conduct ol scheduled hanks in 
inutassal areas (Q.) p 102. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha 

Appointment ot Committees «>i Com 
missions b\ (Jo\ei iiment mum 1 the 

, 1st April. 1 037 : (if ) p. 77 

Appointments on the recommendation 
oi the Public Service Commission 
(Q.) p 273 

Arrests made in connection with Gm- 
eminent nieasuie to control pro- 
fiteering <QA p. 177 

Assessment ol Gm eminent buildings 
bv Corporation ot Calcutta i p 

• .‘181 . 

Board ol Apprenticeship liainmg 
Examination (<) ) p | Jg 

Demands tor Grants Co-oporat ion p 

m. 

Demands tor Grants— Extiuoulmarv 

charges in. India p 214 

Demands lor Grants— Other 'I axes and 
Duties: p. 135. 

Grunt of permission to departmental 
officers to apply for direct appoint - 
ment. (Q.) p. 345 . 

Programme ot Business Motor 
■Vehicles Buies: pp. 281. 282 and 
283. 

Supplementary Demands—Indubtrics, 

Cinchona: p. ^43. 


Scheduled Caste employees 

I11 the Cud Courts ,>t Burdwau Dm- 
tnct (V ) p. | 

In Collect orates ot the Burdwan Dm- 
Men (D 1 p 353. 

I ndci the Communications and Works 
Department at Dacca (IJ ) p. 228 

Scheme for scaling down co-operative 
debts of members of societies: ((^ ) 

IM* <" 7 . Kii . 

Security deposits of Exoise vendors i 

) p. 224 

Sekander Beel in the Khas Mahal estate 

of Khanfanpur: <(j » p. 7;, 

Selection of Assistant Settlement Offloera 
from 8ub- Deputy and Deputy Col- 
lectors: KJ ) p .{pi 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra 


,,u ‘ Her lorce Kegmient 

st at toned at Dan a (Q. , p. 

Settlement operation 

1»1 faluk A bad Delmuthpur, Motabaria 
police-slat ion, Barisal (if ) p 220. 

Shahedali, Mr. 

Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 

Bill, lft&i: pp. 408 , 417 

Demands for GrauU —MiHcelJaneouf};^ 

i>. an. 
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Silting up * 

Of the Hurasagar and certain other 
rivers in Pabna: (Q.) p. 370. 

Of Kalidas khal and Kamodia khal in 
Shalikha police-station, Jessore- 
(Q.) p. 180. 

Of the tributaries of the Padma flow- 
ing through East Madaripur, F arid- 
pur: (Q.) p. 223. 

glrtgha, Babu Kshatra Nath 

Communal ratio in clerical services in 
Civil Courts, Rangpur: (Q.) p. 
459. 

Demands for Grants — Provincial Ex- 
cise: p. 51. 

Election of members to the District 
Board, Rangpur: (Q.) p. 446. 

Estates under the Court of Wards in 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. 181. 

Excise shops held by members of 
different communities in Rangpur: 
<Q.) p. 187. 

8lnha, Srljut Manlndra Bhusan 

Eligibility of Government servants for 
election to the District Board by 
Local Boards: (Q.) p. 300. 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant 

Demands for Grants— Forests p. 34 

Speaker, Mr. (The Hon'ble Khan Baha- 
dur M. Azlzul Haque, C.I.E.) 

Rulings and observations on 

Arrangement of business about a 
non-official Bill passed by tbe 
Council and sent to the Assembly, 
pp. 334-336. 

The right, of member to make his 
observations during discussion- pp. 
200-209. 

•putting up of the Muhammadan 

Marriage Registration omoe at Jamal- 

pur, Mymenelnght {Q.) p. 11. 


Staff In the omoe of the Atominiatrator- 
Qaneral and OlAolal Trustee of 

* Vthfai; (Q 4 p. W. 


Stamp*— 9 

Supplementary Demands: p. %42. 

Stationery and Printing— 56 • 

Supplementary Demands: p. 247. 

Stationery and Printing and Depreciation 
Reserve Fund— Government Praam— 

56 

Demands for Grants: p. 206. 

Statistics of High English 8ohools for 

boys and girls in Bengal: (Q.) p. 72. 

Sub-Inspector of Schools for the 8rinagar 

Circle: (Q.) p. 465. 

Submission of returns by Dacca Collec- 

t orate 

Showing non-Scheduled Caste employees 
as Scheduled Caste ones: (Q.) p. 
298. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Allotment and expenditure from Gov- 
ernment of India's Rural Uplift 
Grants m Pabna district. (Q.)’ p 
176. 

Appointment ot Committee-, or Com- 
missions in Government since tbe 
1st April, 1937 (Q.) p. 77. 

Appointments on the recommendation 
of the Public Service Commission 
(Q.) P- 274. 

Arrests made m connection with Gov- 
ernment measure to control pro- 
fiteering: ((,) ) p. 478 

Death of Nurujaman, t a worker of 
Davamoyce .Lnanti Sugar Mills, at 
Kishoreganj (Q.) p. 476. 

Demands for Grants — Deposits and 
Advances: p 213. 

Demands for Grants- -Extraordinary 
charges in India: p. 215. 

Demands for Grants — Interest on Debt 
and other obligations: p. 207. 

Demands, for Grants — Miscellaneous: 
pp. 207, !? l? t 
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tehrawardy, the Hen’blt Mr. H. S .—(conul.) 

‘.Demands for Grants — Miscellaneous 

Departments: pp. 192, 200. 

• 

Demands for Grants — Other Taxes and 
Duties: p. 143. 

Demands for Grants— Ports and 
Pilotage p. 20G. 

Demands for Grants — Stationers am’ 
Printing and Depreciation Heseivt 
Fund— Government Presses: p. 200. 

Demands for Grants — Superannuation 
allowances and pensions, commuta- 
tions of pensions financed from 
ordinary revenues and payment al 
commuted value of pensions no! 
charged to rc\enue. p. 207 

Expenditure on commutation o| pen- 
sions. (Q ) p. 80. 

Hessian and raw jute futures markets 
(Q.) p. 433. 

Membership of certain Trade I’nions 
in Calcutta. (Q.) p. 11. 

• Objection against certification of sonic 
Trade Cnions (g.) p 17. 

Recruitment of t} justs tor Secretariat 

. by competitive examination (().) 

I» 

Rise in prices of foodstuffs commonly 
used bv industrial workers in 
Bengal since the outbreak of the 
• w ar (Q ) p. 17 1. 

Supplementary Demands p. 240. 

Supplement ar\ Demands' — Extraordi- 
nary charges in India- p. 248. 

Supplementary Demands— Ports and 
Pilotage p 242. 

(On behalf of the Chief Minister.) 
Supplementary Demands— Registra- 
tion: p. 242. 

Supplementary Demands — Stationery 
and Printing: Deposits and 
Adyanees. p. 247. 

(On behalf of the Minister m charge 
of the Oo-operativ e Credit and 
Rural Indebtedness Department.) 
Establishment of Debt* Settlement 
Boards in Chittagmlfc • (Q.) p. 221. 


Siihrawtrdy, tht Hmllt Mr. H. («>»rW 

(On behalf of the Minister in ohar*i 
of the Education Department, 
Appointment of teachers under ill 
District School Board, Mvmensingli 
(Q.) p. 223. 

Superannuation allowances and per 

s Ions 

Commutations of pensions finance 
from ordinary revenues and pnyiuen 
of commuted value of pensions lie 
charged to revenue (55, 55 A and 83 
- Demands for Grants: p. 207. 

Superintendent of the Royal Botanlo« 

Garden, 8ibpurx (Q.) p. 12 

Supplementary Demands! pp. 235-2‘»3. 

Supply of dietary materials and ration 

to Campbell Hospital: <g ) p. I 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar 

(’iirnciilum lor primun schools it 
inuktah areas. (Q ) j» . 181 . 

Estahlishmeut of a district agnmltura 
farm in Noakhali < Q > p 223 

Reservation oj seats lor minorities in 
the reconstitution ol District 
Boards (g.t p 1M2 
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